
Art has a way of bringing people together: 
Katie Brousseau’s new store, Warm Hearts 
Yarn, gives people a chance to get together  
in person and share skills, watercolorist 
Allen Brown invites painters to skip the 
pitfalls of getting started, and the Los 

Alamos Deep Democracy open Forum is !nding ways to use 
art to heal wounds from the past.

"anks for picking up this issue!
Mandy Marksteiner, Editor
www.mandymarksteiner.com
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“After I had my first child 
I spent a lot of time on 
the Internet, searching 
for inspiration. You can 
definitely find what 
you’re looking for, but 
I missed having human 
interaction,” said Katie 
Brousseau, the owner of 
Warm Hearts Yarn in White 
Rock. “Moms, especially, 
can feel very isolated. So 
much of what happens in 
our lives is ‘virtual’. It’s nice 

to have something tangible to do with tangible results. I 
feel that I am tech savvy, but at the end of the day it’s nice 
to see what I’ve done with my hands.” 

Brousseau path to becoming a business owner started 
when she was a consigning her handmade knit and 
crocheted items at Crop Around the Corner. She quickly 
expanded her section of the store and brought in yarn. 

When the owner of Crop Around the Corner has a baby 
and wanted to spend time with her family, Brousseau 
picked up the lease and turned the space into Warm 
Hearts Yarn. 

“My passion is the yarn—knitting and crochet. I bring 
diversity to the store by bringing in other items.” 

The store has between fifteen and twenty venders and 
Brousseau is always looking for items that compliment 
the store’s atmosphere. She appreciates handmade items 
but the inventory also includes vintage and repurposed 
creative green crafts. 

Sellers can choose between consigning individual pieces 
and renting a booth. With consignment, sellers get 75% 
of the sales. When sellers rent a booth (for $50 or $100, 
depending on the size) they keep 100% of the sales. 

“It has been personally fulfilling for me to have a creative 
outlet and have a chance to interact with adults and teach,” 
said Brousseau. “I love having that sense of community.”

Warm Hearts Yarn is a place 
to make crafts and make friends
By Mandy Marksteiner

Art in Public Places Board advises on  
“"e Story Tree of Los Alamos” 
On Wednesday January 11th, Eugene Kovalenko 
presented his idea for a historic sculpture, at the Arts and 
Public Places Board meeting, held at the Mesa Public 
Library. 

The sculpture, called the “The Story Tree of Los Alamos,” 
will visually combine the histories of the Native American 
and Hispanic American people with the members of the 
Manhattan Project in Los Alamos and the citizens of the 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

February 11  at 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.!!
Jazz Night at Blue Window Bistro 
Jan McDonald Jazz Trio 
Tickets are $15 per person and dinner 
reservations are required.!
For reservations call (505) 662-6305

Saturday, February 18 at 7:00 p.m.
Los Alamos Community Winds 
Presents Musick of Shakespeare 
and his Tyme with Musica Antigua 
Albuquerque
Crossroads Bible Church .

February 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
February 18 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
February 19 at 2:00 p.m. 
New Mexico Dance Theater 
Performance Company will present 
“Dracula” 

White Rock Visitor’s Center 
Open for Art 
Architect, Antonio Vigil gave a presentation at the Art in Public Places 
board meeting on Wednesday, January 11th. Vigil showed the APP board 
sketches of the White Rock Visitor’s Center and surrounding parking 
areas, and pointed out places in the where artwork could potentially be 
displayed. 

The interior of the building has one large display wall and five niches with 
backlighting that will be ideal for displaying art. 

The board remained undecided on what specific sculpture to use, but 
agreed that the sculpture that they choose should catch your eye from 
the street, look good up close and leave enough room for kids to play.

 !Art in Public Places meets in the Mesa Public Library at 4:30 p.m. 
February 8.

Allen Brown’s Watercolor Class 
When Allen Brown was first introduced to watercolors, in junior high, he 
had a limited supply of materials to work with and was frustrated with 
his results. Years later he tried it again and had a completely di"erent 
experience. 

“Watercolor is pretty easy to learn when you have the right materials,” 
he said, “If someone had explained 
it better when I got started, it would 
have been a lot more fun.”

During his watercolor class at the Karen 
Wray Fine Art Gallery, he will make 
sure his students get o" to the right 
start and avoid the common pitfalls of 
using watercolors. Each student will 
have a list of recommended materials 
and at the end of the eight-week class 
he will teach everyone how to custom 
frame their work. 

 !To join, call 660-6382

Soviet Union. “There’s a historical tension between these 
traditions,” explained Kovalenko. “This is an opportunity 
for each tradition to tell their respective stories by carving 
them into a spiral around the tree.” 

The Story Tree will be carved from a chestnut tree that will 
come to Los Alamos from Russia or Ukraine as a gift to the 
community. The chestnut tree, with a life span of 100 to 
300 years, would be a literal and symbolic witness to the 
rise and fall of the Soviet Union.

Kovalenko was speaking as a representative of the Los 
Alamos Deep Democracy Open Forum, Inc., a local non-
profit designed to creatively resolve conflicts between 
people and groups that hold extreme positions. 

Over the summer, 
Kovalenko met with 
members of the San 
Ildefonso Pueblo, who 
showed interest in 
developing specific 
images for the tree 
beginning with clay pot 
prototypes. According 
to Kovalenko, the Pueblo 

leaders need to elect a new council before they can 
commit to moving forward.

Prior to the APP Board meeting, Kovalenko also met with 
Nancy Bartlit, the founder of the APP Board and a member 
of the Historic Sculpture Master Plan Committee. Bartlit 
worked for seven years to bring the Oppenheimer and 
Groves statues to the lawn in front of Fuller Lodge, and 
understands the process of bringing a sculpture idea to 
life. “I really buy into the idea of overcoming the things 
that separate us through art,” said Bartlit. “But you need to 
lay the groundwork for something this di"erent.”  

Bartlit recommended that LADDOF seek champions 
on di"erent committees. Los  Alamos has several 
opportunities for publicly displaying art: The Creative 
Culture District steering committee is finding ways to 
concentrate art in a focused area of downtown, the 
municipal building has set aside a space for art, and the 
Manhattan Project National Historic Park will focus on 
showcasing the history of Los Alamos. The problem is 
that the decisions are being made in many di"erent and 
separate committee meetings. Bartlit said, “Coordination 
will only happen if people visit other people’s meetings.”
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