
Last fall I decided to make a rag rug. It’s a 
project that I’ve wanted to do ever since I 
was !ve, and I spent my afternoons with my 
grandma learning how to crochet and sew.  
As my !rst rug took shape, I was so pleased 
to make something with my own hands. 
Nicole Dunn, owner of Dunn Quilting 

loves to help her clients get started with their own creative 
projects, and !nish them. Her store (in the Hilltop Complex) 
is a wonderful place to get inspired.
Wishing you a creative new year!
Mandy Marksteiner, Editor
www.mandymarksteiner.com

!"#
$%

#&'()*++
January 2012,  Issue 8

!"#($%(#&'()*++(

If making a quilt is something you would 
like to try, the perfect time to start is now. 
Nicole Dunn, an award-winning fiber artist and owner of Dunn Quilting, 
invites you to join a quilting class or her Block of the Month Club.

Nicole will give you step-by-step guidance and support through every 
stage of your project.

As a member of the Block of the Month Club, every month you receive the 
pattern and fabric for a single section of a quilt. Then you’ll get together 
with other quilters to learn new quilting techniques, and socialize over 
drinks and refreshments. By the end of the year you’ll have all the blocks 
you need, and you’ll be ready to put it all together.

The Block of the Month Club will take place the first Saturday of the month 
starting February 4 from 2–3 p.m. To join, call Nicole at 662-0829.

 !www.dunnquilting.com

Finish a Spectacular Quilt this Year

!ucked in the woods near the Larry Walkup Aquatic Center 
is an amazing collection of sacred stained glass. !Created 
through the years by devout local artists, the stained 

glass windows grace the old “Army Chapel,”  now The 
United Church of Los Alamos.

Twenty-two full-sized stained glass windows symbolize 
journeys in the Judeo-Christian heritage, along with 
mathematical formulae, which describe the natural 
world.

 Inspired by the rose windows in European cathedrals 
of the 12th & 13th centuries, Bob Brownlee created a 
superb rose window for Sangrey Chapel, a small side 

chapel. !This window encompasses symbols, both ancient 
and current, of God’s love using the geometric design of 

a pinecone. !Brownlee designed and built a number of the 
other windows, as well, using only colored glass mosaic—

not painted.

The windows are visible from the outside, but are especially 
inspiring from the inside during worship on Sunday mornings or 

during other events held at the church. !On weekdays if the Chapel is 
locked, visitors are welcome to check at the church o"ce in the adjacent 
Christian Education Building on Rose Street for a free printed guide to 

the windows. !For more information, check the church 
webpage:!unitedchurchla.org.

As the owner of Bu#alo Tours, Georgia knows about all 
the hidden treasures of our town. To schedule a tour, 
visit  bu#alotoursla.com.

Hidden Treasures
By Georgia Strickfaden

Pyramid Cafe
Authentic North African, Mediterranean 

and Greek Cuisine.

Dine in. Carry out. Catering.

Open seven days a week for 
lunch and dinner

505-661-1717
751 Central Avenue

Take 10% off your 
order with this ad
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Youngest winner of Cliburn International 
Piano Competition will perform  
at Duane Smith
By David Watkins

On January 22 at 4:00 p.m., the Los Alamos Concert 
Association presents Haochen Zhang, Gold Medalist of 
the 2009 Van Cliburn International Piano Competition.  
Established in 1962 and held every four years, the Cliburn 
Competition is considered by many to be the most 
prestigious classical piano competition in the world.  
The Milwaukee Journal called it “the musical Olympics,” 
and PBS televised the 2009 competition as A Surprise in 
Texas: The Thirteenth Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition, featuring the finalists vying for the coveted 
gold medal.  Haochen Zhang shared the top prize with 
Nobuyuki Tsujii and become the youngest pianist, at age 
19, to win the competition.

In addition to receiving significant cash prizes, the Gold 
Medal winners of the Van Cliburn competition are awarded 
three years of career management and artistic services, 
including the booking of national tours and international 
engagements. Since winning the competition, Hoachen 
Zhang has captivated audiences in the United States, 
Europe and Asia with a unique combination of deep 
musical sensitivity, fearless imagination, and virtuosity.  
Describing Zhang’s appearance with the Israeli 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Uri Eppstein of the Jerusalem 
Post wrote “Such a combination of enchanting, sensitive 
lyricism and hypnotizing forcefulness is s phenomenon 
encountered vary rarely.” Following Zhang’s appearance 
in the Celebrity Series of Boston, Caldwell Titcomb, 
president of the Boston Theater Critics Association, wrote 
Zhang’s “Boston appearance proved that his Cliburn win 
was no accident. He may be only 20, but his playing was 
nearly flawless all evening, and his interpretations were 
those of a fully mature artist.”  

The Los Alamos concert will feature four Mazurkas by 
Chopin, Beethoven’s Sonata No. 32 in C minor, Liszt’s 
Ballade No. 2 in B, four Preludes from Book 1 by Debussy, 
and Balakirev’s Islamey: Oriental Fantasy.  These pieces 
represent an expansion of Zhang’s recent concert 
repertoire, and will o!er the audience the opportunity to 
experience Zhang’s virtuosity in a program that is at once 
accessible while providing for a full range of dynamic 
expression.

Tickets are available on-line  http://losalamosconcert.org/ 
or may be purchased in advance for $30 in Los Alamos at 
Otowi Station Book Store and CB Fox Department Store, 
in White Rock at Smith’s, and in Santa Fe at Nicholas 
Potter Bookseller and the Lensic.  Tickets may also be 
purchased at the door for $35.
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CLASSES
Starting Thursday, February 16th
1-4 p.m.
Watercolor Painting
Instructor: Allen Brown
 
Starting Thursday, March 1st
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Pastel Painting
Instructor: Janice Parker Muir
 
Classes run 8 weeks, 3 hours/week 
for $215.
Contact Karen Wray at 660-6382 to 
sign up.

Saturday, February 18
2–4 p.m.
Kanzashi Flowers
Traditional Japanese art from of 
folding and stitching fabric flowers.
Contact Pat Randal at Chairworks at 
662-0829

Ettore Majorana disappeared.  The theoretical physicist boarded a boat 
in Palermo, Italy, on March 26, 1938, and never returned to shore.  But 
this is not all of Majorana’s story — just the end of it. A Brilliant Darkness: 
!e Extraordinary Life and Mysterious Disappearance of Ettore Majorana, the 
Troubled Genius of the Nuclear Age is a vibrant, energetic biography, spun by 
cosmologist João Magueijo, and it is as much about the physicist as his 
physics, presenting both in a very accessible manner.

Though Majorana is not well known outside of Italy now, he was an 
important player in the exciting early days of what would become nuclear 
physics.  Majorana was part of the youthful team surrounding Enrico Fermi 
in the 1920s and 1930s.  His main scientific contributions discussed in 
the book are his postulation of the Majorana neutrino and his alternative 
to Paul Dirac’s system which postulated positrons.  The neutrino that 
Majorana theorized is its own antiparticle, disrespecting time and, in a 
paradoxical sense, moving into both the past and the future.  This neutrino 
is still relevant to discussions in particle physics, especially to descriptions 
of double beta decay.  In 1932, to counter Dirac’s proposed sea of negative 
energy states, Majorana suggested an infinite, unified tower of particle 
states.  At low energies this tower of states splits into discrete particles; at 
high energies it is described by a single wave function.  Despite Majorana’s 
own pessimistic assessment of this theory, Magueijo is drawn to the 
simplicity of the theory, a greater simplicity than the currently-accepted 
Standard Model displays.

Magueijo’s understanding of physics allows him to present this complex 
theoretical work in a way that non-scientists can understand.  His career 
as a physicist also allows him to relate to Majorana, Fermi, and the other 
physicists in the story almost like colleagues.  He uses the first person 
throughout, and his exuberant narrative voice draws the reader in.  He is 
himself as much a character in the story as anyone else.  (And, as a warning 
to sensitive readers, he sometimes uses surprisingly strong language.)  In 
the book are conversations Magueijo had with members of Majorana’s 
family, and the human story at the center of this book makes it interesting 
even for readers with just a passing interest in physics.

Majorana’s life was a “brilliant darkness”: he made great contributions to his 
science while fighting crushing personal demons.  His final disappearance 
— the disappearance of one of Italy’s leading thinkers at the height of 
fascist rule — led to wild speculations about his ultimate fate.  The 
simplest explanation is the most tragic one, ending in Majorana’s death 
at sea, but the in the popular imagination he has escaped to Argentina, 
begun a new life as an Italian monk or beggar, ran afoul of the Mafia, 
and been abducted by aliens.  Magueijo indulges the reader’s curiosity by 
mentioning all these conspiracies, but remains agnostic about Majorana’s 
fate.  Central to the book is an analogy that Magueijo makes likening 
Majorana to his eponymous neutrino.  Both are shy, solitary creatures, 
paradoxical and, ultimately in some ways, unknowable.  We can never 
know conclusively if neutrinos act like Majorana theorized, just as we can 
never know conclusively what happened after Majorana boarded that ship 
in 1938.  But this mystery just makes their stories all the more compelling.

What Really Happened to 
Ettore Majorana?
Book review by Aimee Slaughter
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Youngest winner of Cliburn International 
Piano Competition will perform  
at Duane Smith
By David Watkins

On January 22 at 4:00 p.m., the Los Alamos Concert 
Association presents Haochen Zhang, Gold Medalist of 
the 2009 Van Cliburn International Piano Competition.  
Established in 1962 and held every four years, the Cliburn 
Competition is considered by many to be the most 
prestigious classical piano competition in the world.  
The Milwaukee Journal called it “the musical Olympics,” 
and PBS televised the 2009 competition as A Surprise in 
Texas: The Thirteenth Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition, featuring the finalists vying for the coveted 
gold medal.  Haochen Zhang shared the top prize with 
Nobuyuki Tsujii and become the youngest pianist, at age 
19, to win the competition.

In addition to receiving significant cash prizes, the Gold 
Medal winners of the Van Cliburn competition are awarded 
three years of career management and artistic services, 
including the booking of national tours and international 
engagements. Since winning the competition, Hoachen 
Zhang has captivated audiences in the United States, 
Europe and Asia with a unique combination of deep 
musical sensitivity, fearless imagination, and virtuosity.  
Describing Zhang’s appearance with the Israeli 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Uri Eppstein of the Jerusalem 
Post wrote “Such a combination of enchanting, sensitive 
lyricism and hypnotizing forcefulness is s phenomenon 
encountered vary rarely.” Following Zhang’s appearance 
in the Celebrity Series of Boston, Caldwell Titcomb, 
president of the Boston Theater Critics Association, wrote 
Zhang’s “Boston appearance proved that his Cliburn win 
was no accident. He may be only 20, but his playing was 
nearly flawless all evening, and his interpretations were 
those of a fully mature artist.”  

The Los Alamos concert will feature four Mazurkas by 
Chopin, Beethoven’s Sonata No. 32 in C minor, Liszt’s 
Ballade No. 2 in B, four Preludes from Book 1 by Debussy, 
and Balakirev’s Islamey: Oriental Fantasy.  These pieces 
represent an expansion of Zhang’s recent concert 
repertoire, and will o!er the audience the opportunity to 
experience Zhang’s virtuosity in a program that is at once 
accessible while providing for a full range of dynamic 
expression.

Tickets are available on-line  http://losalamosconcert.org/ 
or may be purchased in advance for $30 in Los Alamos at 
Otowi Station Book Store and CB Fox Department Store, 
in White Rock at Smith’s, and in Santa Fe at Nicholas 
Potter Bookseller and the Lensic.  Tickets may also be 
purchased at the door for $35.
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in Palermo, Italy, on March 26, 1938, and never returned to shore.  But 
this is not all of Majorana’s story — just the end of it. A Brilliant Darkness: 
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himself as much a character in the story as anyone else.  (And, as a warning 
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family, and the human story at the center of this book makes it interesting 
even for readers with just a passing interest in physics.
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Last fall I decided to make a rag rug. It’s a 
project that I’ve wanted to do ever since I 
was !ve, and I spent my afternoons with my 
grandma learning how to crochet and sew.  
As my !rst rug took shape, I was so pleased 
to make something with my own hands. 
Nicole Dunn, owner of Dunn Quilting 

loves to help her clients get started with their own creative 
projects, and !nish them. Her store (in the Hilltop Complex) 
is a wonderful place to get inspired.
Wishing you a creative new year!
Mandy Marksteiner, Editor
www.mandymarksteiner.com
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If making a quilt is something you would 
like to try, the perfect time to start is now. 
Nicole Dunn, an award-winning fiber artist and owner of Dunn Quilting, 
invites you to join a quilting class or her Block of the Month Club.

Nicole will give you step-by-step guidance and support through every 
stage of your project.

As a member of the Block of the Month Club, every month you receive the 
pattern and fabric for a single section of a quilt. Then you’ll get together 
with other quilters to learn new quilting techniques, and socialize over 
drinks and refreshments. By the end of the year you’ll have all the blocks 
you need, and you’ll be ready to put it all together.

The Block of the Month Club will take place the first Saturday of the month 
starting February 4 from 2–3 p.m. To join, call Nicole at 662-0829.

 !www.dunnquilting.com

Finish a Spectacular Quilt this Year

!ucked in the woods near the Larry Walkup Aquatic Center 
is an amazing collection of sacred stained glass. !Created 
through the years by devout local artists, the stained 

glass windows grace the old “Army Chapel,”  now The 
United Church of Los Alamos.

Twenty-two full-sized stained glass windows symbolize 
journeys in the Judeo-Christian heritage, along with 
mathematical formulae, which describe the natural 
world.

 Inspired by the rose windows in European cathedrals 
of the 12th & 13th centuries, Bob Brownlee created a 
superb rose window for Sangrey Chapel, a small side 

chapel. !This window encompasses symbols, both ancient 
and current, of God’s love using the geometric design of 

a pinecone. !Brownlee designed and built a number of the 
other windows, as well, using only colored glass mosaic—

not painted.

The windows are visible from the outside, but are especially 
inspiring from the inside during worship on Sunday mornings or 

during other events held at the church. !On weekdays if the Chapel is 
locked, visitors are welcome to check at the church o"ce in the adjacent 
Christian Education Building on Rose Street for a free printed guide to 

the windows. !For more information, check the church 
webpage:!unitedchurchla.org.

As the owner of Bu#alo Tours, Georgia knows about all 
the hidden treasures of our town. To schedule a tour, 
visit  bu#alotoursla.com.

Hidden Treasures
By Georgia Strickfaden

Pyramid Cafe
Authentic North African, Mediterranean 
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Dine in. Carry out. Catering.
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