
 



Introduction 
 

The purpose of this document set is to provide materials, references, and activities that will enable 
teachers to prepare their students for visiting Fort Meigs.  Additionally, it ensures adherence to the 
Ohio State New Learning Standards curriculum for Social Studies by addressing each content 
statement in turn of the Ohio History Strand. This includes the various groups of people who have 
lived in Ohio, the Northwest Ordinance, and the War of 1812.  Each section will contain a 6-part 
lesson plan for the teacher and the material necessary to carry out the assignment (whether in-print 
or downloadable .pdf files) as well as ideas for follow-up activities if the unit meets with popular 
success among students. While this is certainly not complete nor the only material available, we 
hope it can be a useful aid in combination with other sources to allow teachers to be confident and 
comfortable with their planning procedures.  Feedback will always be welcome.   
 
It is strongly recommended that any teacher wishing to instruct a thorough unit on the War of 1812 
rent the “Life at Fort Meigs” Case History box with alternate curriculum guide.  It is an 
unparalleled collection of documents, artifacts, lesson plans and hands-on activities that can greatly 
enrich the classroom experience and prepare classes for their tour of our grounds.   
 
This packet assumes the instructor is familiar with the Ohio State New Learning Standards for 
grade levels 3 and 4.  For each content statement of the code, at least one, sometimes many, lesson 
plan(s) will be listed. Teachers are free to pick and choose to fulfill their needs.  Each assignment is 
stand alone and the entire packet need not be completed.  Each lesson plan is broken down as 
follows:  
 Introduction- This paragraph will be for the teacher only.  In concise language the instructor is 
brought up to speed academically with the historical information necessary to understand the topic and time 
period.  It is hoped from this information he/she may be able to speak extemporaneously to the class or 
paraphrase as necessary to give students what they need for a thorough understanding. 
 Objectives – This section will list the goals that the assignment hopes to achieve through 
completion.  It may simply be academic knowledge or less tangibles such as interpersonal skill development, 
decision making, etc. 
 Materials – Here will be links to separate web pages where the materials necessary to carry out the 
assignment can be found.  In using the printed packages, it will contain an inventory of the materials on the 
succeeding pages, again necessary to completing the work intended.  
 Strategy – This is a chronological guide to the action steps to be taken for this activity 
 Evaluation – These are basic suggestions on how a child may be graded for this assignment.  An 
individual teacher may decide on other approaches.  
 Lesson Extensions - In the event students react enthusiastically to the assignment, this section will 
provide ideas for follow-up activities to nurture interest and excitement in the historical subject. 
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Fort Meigs Map  Ohio Learning Standards/Social Studies/Geography Strand/Content Statement 9,12 

 

Introduction- 
 Fort Meigs was built during the War of 1812.  The fort is a vital part of Ohio History as the 
northwest Ohio area was greatly affected during the war.  The outcomes of that war shaped the future 
of our state development. 
 High on a bluff overlooking the rapids of the Maumee River, American General William Henry 
Harrison ordered the construction of a fortification named in honor of the governor of Ohio (Return 
Jonathan Meigs Jr.) for his strong support of the war effort. Fort Meigs served as the keystone of the 
American defense in the Old Northwest.  The Maumee Rapids were the natural invasion route for the 
British and their American Indian allies.  From this location Harrison planned to seal that natural invasion 
route.  But Fort Meigs served as more than just an advance frontier guard house.  It was designed as a 
huge military complex and supply base.  Land was cleared and leveled.  The forest was felled.  Many 
thousands of trees were needed to construct blockhouses and batteries.  Roads were built through the 
surrounding swamps and forests.  The environment here was greatly modified to accommodate a large 
military force.  Through the summer of 1813 Fort Meigs was besieged twice but managed to stave off 
the combined British and American Indian attacks.  If the garrison had fallen, the American frontier 
settlements would have been defenseless.   
 During you school visit to our site, students will use this completed map to constantly orientate 
themselves within our walls.  
 
Objectives- 

- That students become aware of the major features of the historic fort 
- Students learn to orientate themselves within a geographic area 
- Students develop a sense of scale and basic map reading skills 
- Students understand how and why the environment was modified 

 
Materials – 
 Download Lesson Materials (pdf link) 
 
Strategy – 

1. Pass out blank map form and instructional page 
2. Have students complete assignment as indicated 
3. Bring completed map to the site on your field trip 

 
Evaluation –  
 
 
Lesson Extensions –  
 Students can complete the Drawing from Memory worksheet which is included in this section.  
Have students draw and label an overhead view map of their school.   
 
 

 
 
 
 



Fort Meigs Map Activity   to be distributed and completed prior to visitation to site 

 
Instructions 

1. In the lower right-hand corner of the paper map, draw a compass rose and label the four 
cardinal directions (North, South, East, West). 

2. Observe the black squares and diamonds which dot the perimeter walls of the fort, these are 
the Blockhouses.  Beginning with the black diamond in the northwest corner, label this BH1 
(Blockhouse One).  Continue around the outside wall in a clockwise motion and label the other 
blockhouses in ascending order, BH2, BH3, etc. 

3. Along the wall on the west side of the fort there is a little gate about halfway between BH1 and 
BH7.  Label this the West Gate. 

4. Observe there is an empty, white rectangle to the upper right of BH1.  This is the Grand Artillery 
Battery.  Label this GB. 

5. Near the middle of the fort there is a black rectangle.  This is the Quartermaster Building, or the 
center for army supplies.  Label this QM 

6. Straight north from BH6, and also near the middle of the fort is a white double square (a square 
within a square). This is the Fort Meigs Monument.  Label this MON.  

7. In the northeast portion of the fort is a wishbone shaped drawing.  This is the fort’s well.  Label 
this WELL.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Drawing from Memory to be completed immediately in class following a site visit 

 
Questions and Instructions 
 
1. Key components to the defense of Fort Meigs were the numerous blockhouses around the perimeter 
walls.  Draw what a blockhouse looked like as you remember from your visit.  Below your drawing 
answer the following questions:  What were blockhouses used for? How were they used? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. To the best of your memory, draw an American Star-Spangled Banner and a British Union Jack - The 
flags of the two opposing armies here at Fort Meigs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What was the job of the QuarterMaster at Fort Meigs.  Where was the QuarterMaster’s building 
located in the Fort? 
 



Timeline: Ohio in 1813  Ohio Learning Standards/Social Studies/History Strand/Content Statement 1 

 

Introduction- 
 Northwest Ohio is going to factor greatly in the War of 1812. The headquarters of the Army of 
the Northwest stands at Fort Meigs.  The occurrences and outcomes of the war will greatly affect the 
state and the nation as the nineteenth century unfolds.  In the second year of the war, 1813, the bulk of 
the military activity will be in the Great Lakes region with Fort Meigs as the focal point.  In this exercise, 
students will be given the principal activities of the fighting in a random order.  It will be their task to 
arrange them in the proper chronological order and understand how one action’s outcome can directly 
affect what would come next in history; that history is a series of events.  
 It should be noted that this exercise can be presented as a PowerPoint presentation that can be 
downloaded from the fort’s education website.  Given the visual aids a projected presentation may 
offer, students may benefit from the full class participation.  
 Accompanying the Timeline worksheet is a collection of primary and secondary source material 
describing each event.  Though at times difficult, students should endeavor to use clues from the text to 
match up each description with the correct historic event, then determine if the source is of primary or 
secondary nature.  The second half of the PowerPoint Presentation can be used to answer both the 
proper chronological order of events as well as matching the source material to the event. Clues are in 
boldface type 
 
Objectives – 

- Students become familiar with the major events that took place in NW Ohio during the war 
- Students understand that history is a series of events each one affecting the next 
- Students learn the difference between primary and secondary sources and the value of both 
- Students understand that human beings witness history and their accounts shape our 

understanding  
 
Materials – 
 Download Lesson Materials (pdf link) 
 Download PowerPoint Presentation (here) 
 
Strategy 

1. Pass out lesson materials. Blank Timeline sheet (1 page) and Primary/Secondary Sources (2 
Pages) 

2. Complete worksheet either as a class together (PowerPoint) or Individually with paper 
handouts. 

 
Evaluation 
 Grade each student by whether they were able to place each event properly on the timeline in 
chronological order.  Grade each student by whether they were able to correctly match a Primary 
Source to the event in question 
 
Lesson Extensions – 
 Create a Timeline for other events in Ohio History.  Ideas could be the acquisition of statehood, 
the building of a canal, the founding of cities, etc. 
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Timeline - Primary and Secondary Sources 
 
Please read the entries listed below.  Use clues in the text to decide which event from the timeline 
matches each paragraph.  Write the title of the event beneath the correct description.  Then decide if 
this is a primary or secondary source for the historical material. Circle your choice.  
 
 
 The following morning it was determined to storm [the fort]. Our force was divided, and each party received 
orders which part of the fort to attack. It was thought at the distance we were at that it would be possible to scale 
the fence. We advanced in file, and formed near the ditch, and found it much deeper than we had expected, and 
the fence much higher. The light company and part of a battalion company were all that reached the works; the 
others were beaten back.  - Shadrach Byfield 
 
Which event does this describe? 
Primary/Secondary 

 
Unbeknownst to General Procter, a party of 1,200 Kentucky militia under the command of General Clay had been 
making its way up from the Ohio River at dawn of May 5 found this force approaching Fort Meigs, and under 
orders from the American commander General William Henry Harrison, to attack the main British batteries and 
silence them. They were to land on the north bank of the river, capture the batteries, disable the guns, then 
immediately retreat across the river to the Fort. Deprived of artillery and facing the considerably augmented 
American garrison, the British would have little choice but to abandon the siege.     – from For the Honour of the 
Regiment by Jim Yaworsky 
 
Which event does this describe? 
Primary/Secondary 

 
General Harrison with Brigades arrived at the foot of the Rapids. Land first quality well timbered and dry. Camped 
on an eminence on this side of the river. Orders given to put up breast works and fortify camp in following manner 
-- breast work formed with logs 5 feet highand an abatis formed with brush 3 paces in front of breast work.  The 
butts were stuck in the ground next to the breastwork and tops sharpened.  A place was cleared for building a fort 
on the bank of the river.  – Greenbury Keen 
 
Which event does this describe? 
Primary/Secondary 
 
Information having been received, that an advanced corps of the American army under brig gen Winchester,  
amounting to upwards of 1000 strong, had entered and occupied Frenchtown, about thirty six miles south of  
Detroit. Col Proctor did not hesitate by attacking this advanced corps. At day break, on the 22nd January, Col.  
Proctor, by a spirited and vigorous attack, completely defeated General Winchester's division, with the loss of  
400-500 slain for all who attempted to save themselves by flight, were cut off by the Indian warriors. 
Offical British Report – from The History of the Late War in the Western Country by William McAfee 
 
Which event does this describe? 
Primary/Secondary 
 
Proctor decided to attack Fort Meigs. Its capture would delay Harrison's preparations for a summer offensive  
and might gain valuable supplies. Sailing from Malden, Procter disembarked at the mouth of the Maumee River on  
the 24th with over 500 regulars, 450 militia and approx. 1500 warriors.  The invasion of Ohio had begun.   

- From Amatuers to Arms! A Military history of the War of 1812 by John Elting 
Which event does this describe? 
Primary/Secondary 



About 4 o'clock this afternoon a very heavy firing took place at about one half mile in the rear of our camp. It 
appeared like an engagement with the Indians, they keep up the heavy firing accompanied with their horrid savage 
yells.  The supposed object was to draw out our troops from the garrison, thinking we had a re-enforcements 
coming in and was attacked, and would sally out to their assistance; but we were too well aware of their intention 
to be taken in by their British and savage intrigue.  Just as this sham battle stopped there came up the heaviest 
thunder shower that ever I experienced. 

- Diary of Daniel Cushing, 2
nd

 US Artillery 
Which event does this describe? 
Primary/Secondary 
 
 
Procter embarked about five hundred regulars in small craft, while the Native coalition of three thousand warriors 
took the land route to the rendevous on the Maumee. Dickson led the western tribes, Tecumseh led the Wabash 
warriors while Roundhead led the Lake Indians.  On 20 July, American scouts from Fort Meigs reported the first 
British vessels arriving in the Maumee.  The next day, the allied host surrounded Fort Meigs. 

- From A Wampum Denied by Sandy Antal 
Which event does this describe? 
Primary/Secondary 
 
 
Johnson's Regiment was commanded to charge on the British lines and form in their rear,... The british made but 
one fire and surrendered.  They marched their prisoners down by divisions. ... I returned to my caption and by that 
time the Indians had ourflanked my company and we wheeled to the left.  By that time their Chief fell and they 
gave the loudest yells I ever heard from human beings and that ended the fight. 

- The Narrative of Pvt. Greenhouse 
Which event does this describe? 
Primary/Secondary 
 
 
Finally, at 12:15 the Lawrence eased into range. Perry luffed his flagship once again and ordered his heavy 32 
pound carronades to open fire. Thus began an exchange that would last for more than two hours.  When one 
considers that the typical engagement between wooden sailing warships lasted considerably less than one hour, 
the extent of time the two flotillas engaged is extraordinary.      

- From A Signal Victory by D.C. Skaggs  
Which event does this describe? 
Primary/Secondary 
 



 
Great Lakes Nations of the Old Northwest 
 
1. In the upper right (light grey area) of the map, draw a compass rose.  Label it with cardinal 

points (North, South, East, West) 
2. Label the five Great Lakes 
3. According to the locations provided below, please write the abbreviation for each Native 

Nation on the map where they lived prior to the War of 1812 
- The Wyandotte lived at the western end of Lake Erie. (WYAN) 
- The Potawatomi lived at the southern end of Lake Michigan (POT) 
- The Delaware lived 100 miles south of Lake Erie (DEL) 
- The Shawnee lived 100 miles southwest of Lake Erie (SHAW) 
- The Ottawa lived between lakes Michigan and Huron (OTT) 
- The Ojibwa lived between lakes Michigan and Superior (OJIB) 
- The Menominee lived on the west side of Lake Michigan (MEN) 
- The Winnebago lived 100 miles Southwest of Lake Superior (WINN) 

4. Choose one of the Nations listed above to research further.   
- What is the name of this group in their own language? 
- Name one outstanding characteristic of their culture. 
- What might be a reason they had for joining Tecemseh’s confederacy? 

 
 
*Follow-up Assignment* Visit https://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org and create the above map with 
the various nations labelled in a digital format! 

 
 
 

https://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org/


Tecumseh – A Short Biography  Ohio Learning Standards/Social Studies/History Strand/Content Statement 3 
 

Additional resources can be found at: 
 www.ducksters.com/history/native_americans/tecumseh.php 
 www.historyforkids.net/tecumseh.html 
 scholastic.com/teachers/collections/teaching-content/native-american-heritage-0/ 
 junior.scholastic.com/pages/content-hubs/map-skills.html 

 
Tecumseh has become an American hero.  This reputation comes despite the fact that he was an 

enemy of the United States, its government, and army, which he fought hard against.  Today American 
Indian people view him as a visionary leader who crusaded for a Native American brotherhood that tried 
to replace inter-tribal warfare and conflict with a unity against a greater common purpose.  He wanted 
this powerful union to be stable enough to resist oncoming White expansion.   

Tecumseh was a Shawnee war-chief.  The Shawnee were known for remarkable wanderings as a 
people.  Their language, described as beautiful sounding, belonged to the Algonquian language family, 
which was widespread through the Great Lakes region.  The Shawnee people thought the Ohio Country 
was a paradise.  Tecumseh seemed to embody all the positive ideals valued by his tribe.  He was said to 
be a mighty hunter, a powerful athlete, and a brave warrior who could show remarkable kindness to 
those less fortunate than he.  

This war-chief was likely born in the late 1760’s or early 1770’s.  His birthplace, though officially 
unknown, was probably the Shawnee towns of Chillicothe or Kispoko.  The generosity and compassion 
that would mark his later life came to full development even as a small child.  His name roughly 
translates to “Shooting Star” or “Blazing Comet”. 

Tecumseh was one of the few hundred Indians that remained within the warrior band that 
collected to fight General “Mad” Anthony Wayne at the defeat at Fallen Timbers in 1794.  With this 
defeat the Native Americans were forced into signing the Treaty of Greenville the following year.  This 
treaty officially gave most of Ohio to the young and growing Americans.  Tecumseh spurned the idea of 
surrender and did not attend the Greenville council.  Instead he set off to find new native allies all over 
the Great Lakes region and even deep into the American south.   

Together with his brother, the Prophet, Tecumseh began asking his fellow Native Americans to 
return to their traditional ways and join together in a confederacy.  This movement called on Indians to 
abandon the manufactured goods they were receiving from white traders and to go back to using simple 
tools and hunting techniques and embrace their own religion. This return to traditional values would 
include stopping land sales to American settlers and diplomats.  Tecumseh, at first, did not want war 
with the United States, but the confederacy made clear that the further land cessions to Americans 
would be unacceptable.  This brought the respected Shawnee leader to develop a bitter relationship 
with William Henry Harrison the governor of the Indiana Territory.  The natives looked on Harrison as 
the orchestrator of bogus treaties and land purchases throughout the Ohio River region.   

In 1813 over one thousand natives led by Tecumseh invaded Ohio to attack Fort Meigs alongside 
the British army.  Fort Meigs would be a costly fight for the Americans who felt they needed to make a 
stand to protect their families and their country.  Stopping a massacre by native warriors during the 
siege of Fort Meigs became one of the features of Tecumseh’s legend after the war was over.   

Tecumseh was killed in October 1813 fighting alongside his Indian brothers at the Battle of The 
Thames.  His death marked the beginning of the end for the Native American confederacy and the 
revival of their traditional ways.  In the 1814 peace negotiations to end the War of 1812, Great Britain 
insisted on a Native buffer state in the Northwest Territory as a condition for peace.  The United States 
refused this point and Britain backed down.  It was at that time that Tecumseh’s dream truly died.  

 

http://www.ducksters.com/history/native_americans/tecumseh.php
http://www.historyforkids.net/tecumseh.html


Tecumseh’s Speech of 1810   Ohio Learning Standards/Social Studies/History Strand/Content Statement 3 

 

Introduction 
 In the first years of the Nineteenth Century, tensions grew between the young and expanding United 
States and the Native American nations of the Great Lakes and Mississippi Valley areas.  Tecumseh, a Shawnee war 
chief, increased his travels between tribes attempting to find support for his concept of a Pan-Indian Confederacy.  
He believed that only through unification could the native nations withstand the encroachments and injustices 
they were suffering at the hands of the Americans.  Opposed to his activities was the territorial governor of 
Indiana, William Henry Harrison.  Harrison had been charged by the Jefferson administration with increasing the 
land holdings of the US and paving the way for western settlement and the pacification of the indigenous peoples. 
Governor Harrison wished to isolate the tribes and purchase land from them individually in direct opposition to 
Tecumseh’s efforts of alliance. The two leaders met on a number of occasions to discuss the desires and 
operations of the other.  Famously, they nearly came to blows in a heated exchange in August of 1810.  Ultimately 
their opposing viewpoints would result in the Battle of Tippecanoe in 1811 and the destruction of the tribes during 
the War of 1812.   
 
Objectives 

- To understand the sentiments of each leader towards the other. 
- To understand the political situation and negotiations between two peoples in 1800s America. 
- To practice the skills of public speaking 
- To work together successfully with fellow students 

 
Materials 
 Download lesson materials (PDF link) 
 
Strategy 

1. Divide students into pairs 
2. Have students select a character to portray 
3. Have students rehearse their individual lines 
4. Have students deliver their speeches (Tecumseh first – Harrison rebuttal) either to each other or in front 

of the entire class. 
 
Evaluation 
 How well did the student understand what was being said? Pronunciation and enunciation as a speaking 
skill? Level of eye contact with audience/addressee?   
 
Lesson Extensions 
  Any unknown words occurring within the text of the speech should be researched and defined.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tecumseh, Shawnee War Chief 
 
 Brother: I wish you to listen to me well.  As I think you do not clearly understand what I before 
said to you, I will explain it again.  Brother, since the peace war made, you have killed some of the 
Shawnees, Winnebagoes, Delawares, and Miamis, and you have taken our land from us, and I do not see 
how we can remain at peace if you continue to do so.  You try to force the red people to do some injury.  
It is you that are pushing them on to do mischief, you endeavor to make distinctions. You wish to 
prevent the Indians doing as we wish them – to unite, and let them consider their lands as the common 
property of the whole; you take tribes aside and advise them not to come into this measure and until 
our design is accomplished we do not wish to accept of your invitation to go and see the President. The 
reason I tell you this, you want, by your distinctions of Indian tribes in allotting to each a particular tract 
of land, to them to war with each other. You never see an Indian come and endeavor to make the white 
people do so.  You are continually driving the red people when at last, you will drive them into the Great 
Lake, where they can neither stand nor walk.  

- Edward Eggleston and L.E. Seelye, Tecumshe and the Shawnee Prophet, Dodd, Mead and Co., N.Y., 1878, pp.182-186 

 
 
 
William Henry Harrison, Territorial Governor of Indiana 
 
 The implicit obedience and respect which the followers of Tecumseh pay to him is really 
astonishing, and more than any other circumstance bespeaks him one of those uncommon geniuses 
which spring up occasionally to produce revolutions and overturn the established order of things. If it 
were not for the vicinity of the United States, he would, perhaps be the founder of an empire that would 
rival in glory that of Mexico or Peru. No difficulties deter him. His activity and industry supply the want 
of letters. For four years he has been in constant motion. You see him today on the Wabash and in a 
short time you hear of him on the shores of Lake Erie or Michigan, or on the banks of the Mississippi, 
and wherever he goes he makes an impression favorable to his purposes.  
 … Tecumseh is now upon the last round to put a finishing stroke to his work.  I hope, however, 
before his return that that part of the fabric which he considered complete will be demolished, and even 
its foundations rooted up. 

- Harrison to Eustis, 7 August 1811 
 
 



 



 



 

 

 
 

Compare and Contrast these two articles above.  Can you believe they represent the same thing but 
from vastly different cultures? 
 
Other Research and Critical Thinking: 
 Why is Tecumseh revered in American History if he is an enemy to the United States? 
 How is he revered? 
 Why are American Indians considered the only losers of the War of 1812? 



Origin and Outcomes of the War of 1812 
 
 
Additional informational resources can be found online at: 
 http://instructorweb.com/docs/pdf/Warof1812le.pdf 
 https://wars.mrdonn.org/1812.html 
 
The British adopted a practice of impressment to discourage American trade with France while enabling 
British warships to accrue additional manpower. Americans were supplying France with arms and 
supplies during the Napoleonic War. British ships would seize American merchant ships and sailors and 
refuse to recognize the U.S. vessels' rights to free trade.  
The "Sixty Years War" for Ohio 
The "Incitement of the Indians" by British Indian agents was a continuation of the contest for land 
between the settlers in the Old Northwest (the area encompassing Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, and portions of western Minnesota) and the Native Americans on the frontier that had 
occurred for over 60 years. The British were actively attempting to establish a Native buffer state 
between Canada and the U.S. Though British Indian agents were generally instructed not to incite armed 
conflict, they supplied the Indians with arms and ammunition as well as trade goods. Settlers often fell 
prey to Indian attacks and therefore resentment was aimed at the British for supplying the Natives. The 
Indians themselves were fighting to retain their homelands and the War of 1812, to the Indians, 
constituted a continuation of a series of wars that had begun in the 1750s.  
The acts of the British on the seas and their conduct toward the Indians on the frontier were, by 
themselves, enough to challenge the patience of the United States government. In Congress, though, 
the "War Hawks" from the western states pressed for armed conflict in hopes of gaining new territory. 
Expansionist ideals found powerful advocates in the Congress of 1812.  
Mr. Madison Gets His War 
United States President James Madison asked Congress for a declaration of war on King George III and 
Great Britain and it was granted on June 18, 1812. British garrisons in Canada were in readiness to 
defend Canada from the United States and to press into American territory. The U.S., however, was 
woefully ill-prepared for war. The small standing army had to be augmented quickly, often by hastily 
raised and trained troops.  
 
 
 

1. List three causes for the War of 1812… 
 
 

2. List two incidents that lead to the war… 
 
 

3. What date was war declared? 
 
 

4. Who was President of the United States during the War of 1812? 
- Which number of President was he? 
- What were his years in office? 

 
 

http://instructorweb.com/docs/pdf/Warof1812le.pdf
https://wars.mrdonn.org/1812.html
https://onmha.fortmeigs.org/information/interpretation/study-materials/madisons-war-message.php


Peace Arrives - The Treaty of Ghent 
Negotiators from the United States and Great Britain met in Ghent, Belgium (then Flanders) on August 6, 
1814 and began the negotiation process. A peaceful conclusion to the war was met on December 24, 
1814 at the signing of the Treaty of Ghent.  
The Treaty of Ghent stipulated that the British and Americans exchange captured territories and that 
status quo antebellum would resume. In many respects, this was the Second War of Independence as 
the cessation of hostilities led to the United States being recognized as a world power by other nations. 
This young, upstart nation that had only recently broken its bonds with its mother country stood up and 
survived against the largest and strongest military force in the world.  
In addition, this was one of the first times that the citizens of the United States viewed themselves on a 
national level, rather than a regional level. People began to view themselves as Americans rather than 
Virginians, or Kentuckians, or New Yorkers. This new sense of national identity led to internal 
development on a national scale.  A national road was funded and undertaken. The Erie Canal was 
funded and undertaken.  The United States had a new national symbol, the Star-Spangled Banner.  
The Napoleonic Wars drew to a close about this time, which ended the need for impressment; one of 
the main grievances the U.S. had against Britain. The Treaty of Ghent never officially resolved the 
impressment issue.  In 1818, Britain and the U.S. signed another document, the Rush-Baggot Treaty, 
governing the land along the lakes as well as many other issues left unresolved in the Treaty of Ghent. 
These treaties led to a lasting peace and eventual alliance between the two countries. Often, the United 
States is portrayed as the losing party in the War of 1812 as their demands of the British were not 
immediately resolved in the Treaty of Ghent. 
The War of 1812 did produce one undisputed group of losers. The Native Americans had been promised 
a homeland in the Ohio Country by the British. With the signing of the Treaty of Ghent, these hopes 
were dashed. The Indians lost their homelands as well as the cohesive leadership of Tecumseh. Likewise, 
those Indians who assisted the U.S. were not included in the peace process, nor were they guaranteed 
the right to keep the lands designated in the Greenville Treaty of 1795. By 1840, almost all of the Indians 
in the Old Northwest were relocated west of the Mississippi River. 
 
 

1. List three positive outcomes for the United States from the War of 1812… 
 
 
 

2. List one negative outcome for the United States from the War of 1812… 
 
 
 

3. List some American Heroes to emerge from the War of 1812… (this may require additional 
research) 

 
 
 
 
 
Lesson Extensions – Use the internet or library sources to determine 4 major battles of the War of 1812 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


