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Opening Prayer 

 

Welcome to Fall.  We are going to be starting a new sermon series today 

that will likely take us up until December.  We have been in Acts, 

looking at the early church all summer, but now we are going to take a 

step back and look at some potentially more familiar accounts and 

stories from Scripture.  The stories and accounts you may have heard 

twenty, thirty, seventy years ago in Sunday School are going to be our 

focus.  Noah’s flood, Abraham’s calling, Joseph and his dreams, Moses 
and the plagues of Egypt, David and Goliath, Jonah and the whale, etc. 

are some of the stories we are going to look back on over the next 

several months.  Beloved, if you have been in the church for most of 

your life then this will be a great trip down memory lane, and will 

hopefully be a reminder of some of the most miraculous things the Lord 

ever accomplished.  If you are newer to the faith or maybe more 

unfamiliar with these accounts, then this will hopefully be very 

interesting, and hopefully will fill you with awe over the Lord you serve.  

We begin this sermon series appropriately with Creation.  It is good to 

begin there Beloved, because the creation account answers for us the 

most pressing of all questions, the question each and every human being 

has pondered… where do we come from?  Along with that go the follow 

up questions of “Am I loved?” and “Am I intentionally made, or am I an 
accident?”  Beloved, rest assured that each and every one of us is loved 

by our Creator, who put us together by His choice thoughtfully and 

intentionally. 

 

Genesis begins the Bible with the familiar phrase “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.”  That answers that about where we 

come from and who we come from.  Everything we see, touch, hear 



about, know, experience, etc. comes from His hand.  From the very first 

verse in scripture, it is established that the Lord alone is God.  No other 

being has this power.  No other gods are needed, no other masters exist.  

There is one Lord, one Creator, and it is He who puts into motion 

everything.  Genesis tells us the manner in which the Almighty created 

everything too.  Amazingly, the Lord is so incredibly powerful that He 

simply speaks everything into existence.  He begins first by forming the 

earth, then creating light, then day and night, then the oceans and the 

sky, then dry land, then vegetation, then stars and sun and moon, then 

fish, then birds, then all land creatures, and then finally on the sixth day 

He creates humankind.  Finally, He rests from creating on the seventh 

day.   Far from being tired or wore out, after all of this marvelous 

creation the Lord leaves things be, as He has done what He decided to 

do. 

 

It is easy to gloss over just how profoundly omnipotent (all powerful) 

the Lord really is.  In a single week the Lord creates everything by 

simply the sound of His voice.  The one notable exception is the forming 

of man from the ground, and woman from his rib, but everything else is 

spoken into being.  Furthermore, it is no trouble to Him.  This isn’t 
exertional, He doesn’t rest on the seventh day because He is tired, but 
because He has created in His time what He desired to be created.  Rome 

wasn’t built in a day, but the Lord can speak into existence the heavens 

and the earth in just one.  Beloved, the power of the Almighty is a 

gloriously good thing for us to keep in mind.  Often we approach 

difficulties in our lives, great issues that face us and great anxieties.  

Questions of paying our bills or getting our grades in line or finding a 

new job or figuring out how to properly parent a stubborn child or 

anxieties concerning a difficult diagnosis or even the harsh realities of 

death… all these things are far beyond our limited capabilities aren’t 
they?  All bring great stress to our lives and a shiver to our spines.  We 

worry about the future.  Beloved, if we are the Lord’s, then what fears 



can we really have?  He who spoke everything into existence can surely 

take care of you and me right?  Even in our most difficult of times, the 

power of the Creator is far superior to the ills we face, and we can have 

peace that surpasses all understanding by resting in Him.  This isn’t a 
cop-out, by the way.  We still are called to work hard and act justly and 

be of sound judgement, but the Lord can and does provide beyond what 

we can even begin to fathom.  Why?  Because He is omnipotent, all-

powerful… He is in control, and He loves you and me. 
 

There are a few other things that we should understand Beloved, that we 

shouldn’t just gloss over when it comes to creation.  You may have 
noticed that Genesis chapter one is silent about God’s creation and 
beginning.  It is silent, because God has always existed and indeed is the 

reason anything else exists.  He isn’t bound to time, or place, or 
limitations like you and me, and He didn’t need to be created in order to 

go and create.  In Revelation He speaks of Himself as thus: “I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  I will give to the one 

who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.”  
Understanding that fact, that everything exists by Him, it is good to 

realize that He is the ultimate authority on things like morality and 

justice.  There are many in this world who look at the Bible as being 

unjust, who look at their Creator as being unjust.  He is the very one who 

made justice and morality, and He holds claim to deciding what is just 

and moral or not.  Looking again at Revelation: “He who overcomes will 
inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.  But 

for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and 

immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will 

be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 

death.”  Ultimately it is He who judges, no one else, on where we will 
reside for eternity.  Who are we to judge the One who made us?  Who 

are we to try to put to task the very God who deemed us worthy of live 

in the first place?  It is very human to question, to have doubts, to 



struggle and be frustrated.  But we should be very wary to not equate 

ourselves and our so-called righteousness as being equal with the Lord’s.  
He is the ultimate authority, and His word in scripture is the ultimate 

authority.  We should be aware that the same Lord in Genesis is still in 

control in Revelation, that He is still at work in our world today.  Thank 

the Lord that He gave us a Savior from our sins, so that we would not be 

judged by our actions but instead by Christ’s.  Out of love He provides 
salvation for those who are made in His image, if they but repent and 

follow Jesus. 

 

Going back to creation, Genesis chapter one establishes that everything 

comes from the Lord.  However, only humans are specifically made in 

His image.  Beloved, you are CREATED in His image.  If you want to 

understand a little deeper the Lord’s love for you, recognize that you are 
no accident, you are an intentional, God-breathed creation.  Being 

created tells us much about who we are, and who it is that we worship. 

 

Ponder, if you will, what it means to create something.  To create 

something, to purposely put it together, takes effort and intentionality.  I 

would ask, what have you created in your life?  Are you a knitter, 

quilter, or crocheter?   If so, you have made blankets and scarves and 

socks and sweatshirts.  Are any of you handy with tools?  How many of 

you have built (or rebuilt) an engine or a car or a house?  How many of 

you have written something, or created music, or planted a garden?  

Have you started a business, or began a program at work, or started a 

new ministry here at church?  Have you ever wondered where that desire 

to create comes from?  It comes from the One who created you, in His 

image.  Humans are the only ones in this world who really create.  You 

can put a group of monkeys on an island, wait three hundred years, and 

come back and they will still be doing the same things monkeys have 

always done.  You can put a Guinea pig in a cage with everything it 

needs to build something fantastic, but it will still only ever do what 



Guinea pigs do.  But if you take a group of humans and put them on an 

island, they will build and construct and change and adapt in ways that 

no other creature can.  If you were to wait three hundred years, they 

would construct a society with rules and regulations, they would build 

shelters and things that make life easier.  If you took a person and put 

them in a cage with everything need to build something, given enough 

elbow grease and time they can probably do it.  Beloved, we are 

intentionally created and given a spark that does make us different from 

the rest of creation.  Only humans are made in God’s image, and only 
humans are formed by God’s own hand and given God’s own breath. 
 

“Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed 

into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”  In 

the Hebrew, Adam means “earth” or “soil.”  I don’t know if you caught 
this, but the word “formed” shows intentionality and a great sense of 

care.  One of the commentaries noted that the Lord looks very much the 

part of a master craftsman here, intricately designing and putting into 

place exactly what He has in mind.  Adam isn’t made haphazardly, and 
later on neither is Eve.  They aren’t made accidentally, and neither are 

their offspring.  Both Adam and Eve are intentionally formed and 

created in ways that set them apart from everything else.  In our own 

lives, we can see this too.  In all of our talk thus far about creating, we 

have left out the greatest of things that we have a hand in creating.  

Beloved, just as our Creator molds us and shapes us, we can see an 

imperfect example of such in our raising of children. 

 

Like me, many of you are parents.  All of us are someone’s children.  
All of us also are children of the Lord, made by His hand in our 

mothers’ wombs.  In the grand scheme of things that are created, a child 
is at the top of the list.  All of us, without even knowing where it comes 

from, intrinsically understand what a good parent looks like.  Patience, 

kindness, self-sacrifice, Godliness, a desire to see one’s child do better, 



etc. are all hallmarks of a good parent.  It takes much effort to raise up a 

child well.  Perhaps you were hard on your parents, or perhaps your 

children were hard on you.  The Lord understands, doesn’t He?  Yet 

even when their children are difficult, the good parent will continue to 

nurture and grow him or her, provide for him or her, mold him or her 

into someone who they hope shares their good qualities and does better 

than they.  To be made in God’s image goes far beyond just looking like 
Him.  Irene and I share the same nose.  She and her mother share the 

same eyes.  Irene has a little of her mother’s cautious nature, and 
perhaps a little of her father’s outspokenness.  You can probably look at 

yourself and see a little of your folks in you.  Maybe it is the color of 

your hair, your height, your complexion, maybe a bit of your personality 

(good and bad) came from them.  Much of that stuff is genetic, built into 

your DNA.  The same is true when it comes to our Creator.  You may 

wonder why even people who adamantly deny Christ are capable of 

doing good… well, the One that made them and modeled them is good.  
He stamped His law upon our hearts before we were even born, which is 

why we possess a conscience even when we are far from Jesus; why 

even the ungodly shun murder and the like.  While the nature part is very 

important, there is something that is greater right?  When it comes to 

raising children, or more importantly God’s creating of us, it is what 
happens in nurture that often determines who we are. 

 

Any parent who is worth their salt can talk about how it is not easy to 

raise children, but it is ever so worth it.  There is nothing that requires 

more attention to detail, more hard work, more perseverance and love, 

than raising a child in a loving household.  Why is it so labor intensive?  

Because the stakes and the love involved are so much higher.  If we 

screw up on the quilt that is being made or the car that is being built or 

whatever, the stakes and the love are not as great.  We can start again, 

begin over once more, and we aren’t nearly so lovingly attached to the 
previous.  But with children, with those who are made in our own image, 



it is totally different.  They are eternal, and there are no do-overs.  I hope 

you can see the connection with your Creator Beloved.  He never makes 

mistakes, so He isn’t worried about that part.  But He loves us even 
more than we can possibly imagine.  He loves you more than you can 

possibly imagine.  Knowing full well that you would have the capacity 

to hurt Him, to grieve Him, He still sent His Son to the cross in your 

place for your sins.  He loves you enough to not only intentionally and 

thoughtfully make you, but to also make you His.   

 

Beloved, we are not an accident.  I don’t know which of you need to 
hear this today, but you are fearfully and wonderfully made as the 

Psalmist puts it.  Beginning with the creation of the world and the 

creation of us, the Lord intentionally has been at work.  He never leaves 

or forsakes you, but instead earnestly desires your heart.  Cling to your 

almighty Creator, knowing that He loved you enough to make you, and 

everything else besides.  Let us pray. 
 

Closing Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


