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Opening Prayer 

 

It is interesting, reading the account of Noah and the flood as an adult.  As kids it so often is 

looked at as this fanciful story.  Noah is a kind old man, the animals all come two by two into 

the Ark, and then after the flood everyone lives happily ever after.  In reality, it is a brutal 

account of God’s righteous judgement on sinful humanity and His faithful perseverance of what 

was worth saving.  There are a lot of parallels to be found in the account of Noah’s Ark and in 
Jesus’s salvation for us paid by the cross.  Looking first at today’s scripture, since we left off a 
couple of weeks ago with the creation account, clearly things have changed in the world. 

 

In between Genesis 1 and Genesis 6 some major things happen.  Adam and Eve sin, taking the 

fruit in a vain effort to be like God, believing Satan’s lies that this was a good idea.  With sin 
entering the world through them, they are cast out of the garden, and they go and do as the 

Lord commanded and are fruitful and multiply.  Their first child, a man named Cain, murders 

their second, Abel, out of jealousy.  That is just the first example of how completely consumed 

with sin humanity becomes.  As time progresses and as humans live a long time and have many 

children who marry and have children of their own, sin’s corruptive power takes a greater and 
greater hold of what the Lord had deemed “very good” at the end of creation.  There are a few 
good men who exist who love the Lord, but they are far and few between.  A man named Enoch 

walks with God, and is taken away to heaven as an example, but the vast majority are given 

over to evil.  By Genesis six, the Lord is grieved.  “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man 
was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually.  The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His 

heart.”  Beloved, something that we see throughout all of scripture, something that should stick 
in our minds, is that the Lord is grieved and hurt and intolerant of sin.  We should be wary to 

not slough off our commitments to holiness, for the Lord very much cares that we are to be 

holy as He is holy. 

 

I had a good conversation with some of you, and with some of our confirmation kids, last week 

on sin and evil.  What is evil?  Evil is the antithesis of God, it is the absence of His goodness.  Sin, 



which is evil, is the twisting of what God has given for good and using it instead for something 

evil.  A proper example might be the use of tools.  A tool, like a hammer, is made by its creator 

for good.  It indeed can be used for much good in the hands of someone with good intentions.  

It can build houses, stables, barns, toys, forts, and a million other things.  In the hands of one 

who is devoid of good, one who is evil, it can be used for maiming and murder.  What God 

makes is good, but in the hands of sinful men we can use that which is good for great evil.  In 

the case of the world in Genesis six, all of the world is consumed in evil.  There is no good to be 

found, and every man’s thoughts are completely given over to sinfulness and evil desires alone.  
With God being wholly good and righteous, He makes the divine decision to end the sinfulness, 

to end the injustice and evil, and so He sets into motion the destruction of the world… but as is 
always the case, the Lord preserves those who are His.  Noah, the only one who is even 

remotely good, the only one deemed righteous at all, is going to be God’s instrument to save 
humankind.  “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.  Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.” 

 

To pause from the account for a moment, it is good to know that this is more than a myth or a 

fairytale used to scare naughty Jewish children thousands of years ago.  Just giving two 

examples, hopefully you can see that there is evidence for this great destructive act that God 

visited upon our sinful ancestors.  The first thing I would give to you, is that the great deposits 

of oil, shale, coal, etc. are organic in nature.  This means they came from living things.  A 

speculation exists, since these deposits are found all over the globe, that they are a result of the 

great flood.  It isn’t some great proof, but it is something to ponder.  The second example is 
much more concrete.  Did you know that virtually every culture across the globe has a flood 

account?  It has always amazed me at just how far and wide the flood account really is.  Greece, 

China, Iran, the Philippines, Finland, the Ojibwa, the Inca, the Egyptians… everywhere where 
there are people, there is a flood account.  That is not an exaggeration.  Beyond just the 

account of Noah and the flood that we know the Bible, most every tribe and tongue and nation 

has a historical story of a great flood and salvation from it.  Some of the details look very 

different, and each has some of its own culture’s embellishments, but the account of a great 

flood that destroys everything is present.  It is also worth noting, that the Biblical account 

stands apart from all the others, which lends credence to the notion that the Biblical account is 

the accurate one.  The Biblical account claims that the world is destroyed, that humanity is 

destroyed, because sin has engulfed the world, and yet the Lord purposely spares the animals 

and the few righteous humans who existed.  The Biblical account is one of the few that show 

the Creator as having mercy even in this divine judgement on those who are righteous.  In other 

accounts that isn’t the case, and instead it is usually the result of some divine mishap or an 
angry and vengeful god.  (A god stubs his toe, or a frog drinks all of the water and then spews it 

all forth, or a god that is furious that humans are too loud are just as some examples.)  The 

point is, Beloved, that all of humanity from ages past has affirmed that the flood really did take 



place, and the Biblical account stands apart from the others.  While the world would have you 

believe it is a myth, it really did actually happen. 

 

Getting back to the account, the Lord’s judgement is set to come upon the world with only 
Noah, his family, two of every land creature (and seven of a few), and the fish to survive.  To 

facilitate the survival of Noah and the animals, the Lord instructs Noah to build an ark.  God 

gives Noah detailed instructions, and the thing is massive in scale.  The unit of measurement 

given is a cubit, which is from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger.  Assuming Noah’s 
stature was average, a cubit would be approximately eighteen inches in length, or a foot and a 

half.  In feet, the Ark would have been about 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet tall, with 

three levels in it.  It has to be massive in order to save all of the animals, which the Lord 

miraculously brings to the Ark.  Again, the Lord’s mercy extends here, and He does not destroy 
all animal life with sinful humans, but preserves a remenant.  Noah is warned explicitly “Behold, 
I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the 

breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish.  But I will 

establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark… you and your sons and your wife, 
and your sons’ wives with you.” 

 

There is a lot going on here Beloved, but we can learn some very important lessons from the 

Lord in this account.  The first is that the Lord in His righteousness, does in fact judge and mete 

out punishment.  We like to throw around the phrase “Judge not, lest ye be judged yourself” in 
our day.  We most often use it out of context, and the secular world especially.  Matthew 7:1 

reads “Do not judge so that you will not be judged.”  Usually the interpretation ends there, and 
it implies not only that we should not judge others but also gets extrapolated out to where the 

Lord does not judge His creations.  The second through fifth verses of Matthew 7, the ones that 

seem to never get included, adds great context.  “For in the way you judge, you will be judged; 
and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the speck that 

is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  Or how can you say 

to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the 

speck out of your brother’s eye.”  We should remember that the Lord does judge, and that we 

are to use good judgement ourselves.  He doesn’t tolerate evil forever, and while He is slow to 
anger He does punish evil when repentance is not found.  We should also take note that He 

does not punish the righteous along with the evil.  We as humans do that for sure, but He is not 

limited as we are.  He watches over, guides, protects, and saves His people from His judgement.  

To give an example from Exodus that comes a little later, He protects the Israelites from 

destruction even as His plagues rain down on the Egyptians around them.  The Lord does not 

punish those whom are evil, and He makes a way for those that are His to survive His 

judgements. 



 

Noah, with his family and the animals, enters the Ark on God’s command.  On that day, as they 

enter, the great flood begins.  In our depictions of it as kids we always picture it raining 

profusely.  While that is true, the actual beginning of the flood is much more catastrophic and 

violent.  “All the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the floodgates of the sky were 

opened.  The rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights.”  Beyond just rain, it seems 
that all the water that was present in the earth also breaks forth.  Think about it like all of the 

geysers and springs and dams bursting forth at once, in addition to the torrential downpour.  

The water rises incredibly fast, and by the fortieth day it had risen to fifteen cubits (about 22 

feet) above even the tallest mountain.  Nothing that lived on land survived.  All of it perished 

except for the life that was preserved in the boat.  After the destruction is done, the water 

subsides, Noah and his family and the animals leave the boat, and the world is begun anew.  

The Lord pledges a covenant with Noah, and gives the rainbow as a sign that He would never 

again destroy the world through water.  (Note that the scriptures are specific… it is only 
through water that later destruction would not come.)  The Lord, in His infinite wisdom and 

mercy and grace, did not destroy everything, but preserved life through His miraculous means. 

 

Beloved, to be honest with you I have mixed feelings with regards to this account.  On one 

hand, it fills me with great joy to see how the Lord can make a way for salvation to come to 

those that are His.  It calls to mind Jesus’s amazing salvation and resurrection that is given by 
His own body and blood, about how even though the world will not recognize it until the last 

day, how marvelously graceful and merciful He is.  On the other hand, the account of Noah and 

the Ark fills me with dread.  God’s great and mighty judgement is profound.  It is terrifying to 
think that the Lord will judge, and rightfully and righteously so, as He does with those alive in 

Noah’s time. 

 

To make this practical, we can turn these lessons from Noah and the Ark to our own world.  The 

same God who is present in Noah’s day is exactly the same today.  The Lord has an uncanny 
way of preserving those who are His, of making a way for them.  Many of you can speak of His 

divine work in your life, opening doors you didn’t see before, giving you hope in times that 
seem bleak, encouraging you even when great difficulty comes.  To speak of judgements, they 

do come too.  The Lord is slow to anger and abounds in mercy, but He does righteously judge.  

The most profound judgement will come on the last day, when all knees will bow before Jesus 

and acknowledge Him as Lord.  For those of us who cling to Christ, we are going to be spared 

from the horrific eternal destruction that is hell, for Jesus has paid the price for our sins.  For 

those who do not count Christ as Lord, who do not repent, who do not follow Him, their lot is 

scary. 

 



For the folks in Noah’s time, they paid the ultimate price for their unabashed, unrepentant, 

unabated sinfulness.  Only Noah and his family, the few on the whole earth who cared for the 

Lord and His righteousness, survived.  That same Lord has revealed throughout scripture, that a 

much greater judgement will take place at the end of the age when Jesus comes back.  For 

those that love Him, follow Him, and hear His call, it will be a wonderful day.  No more 

mourning, crying, pain, or evil will exist.  Death will be tossed into hell where it belongs, along 

with all evil and sin.  For those who do not care for Christ, it will be the most tragic day in all of 

eternity.  They will see the fruits of their sin.  Jesus says His return will just be like Noah’s day in 
Matthew 24:37-39 “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  For as 

in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and 

took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.” 

 

Beloved, to end the message for today, I would reiterate a warning for us and also an 

encouragement.  The warning for us is that the Lord does judge, and the end of days will come 

in His time according to His will.  We should be wary to seek His righteousness and salvation 

while we have the ability.  If you have been floundering in your faith, if you have been putting 

off following Christ’s call for a later date, be warned that there may not be such a day.  For 
those who haven’t heard, we need to be in prayer and evangelism to them.  They don’t 
understand and don’t know what is coming.  Reach out to them, before they perish and before 
it is too late, for the judgement that is coming for those who don’t know Jesus is immense and 
eternal.  It is the most loving thing that we can do, to pray and share the gospel with those 

around us.  As for encouragement, don’t forget that the Lord preserves those who call upon 
Him.  We have an eternal hope to look forward to, and we don’t have to fear judgement day, 
because our Savior has washed us clean.  Practically in the life of us here, we shouldn’t lose 
hope either that the Lord will watch over us if we are faithful to Him.  The Lord always has a 

plan to preserve His people, we can rest easy in that fact just as Noah did.  Let us pray. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

 


