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It has not been the easiest of weeks, nor the easiest of years, for our churches         
Beloved. Last week we buried Ken Folie and Donald Scheller, two true saints. There 
is no question about where those two men reside. This year alone we have buried six. 
Shelly Germundson, Glenn Neseth, Richard Marquardt, and El Heuskinveld are the 
other four. Since I have been here these four years we have buried now something 
like twenty-two people. Ray Duff, Betty Duff, Judy Hanson, Forest Ulmstead, Flo 
Holderness, Fred Spading, Blaine Delzer, Matt Kleeberger, Stan Tompkins, William 
Fischer, Lilliana Fischer, Christine Reimers, Shelly Johnson, Cindy Boruff, and the 
aforementioned six are just some of the members of our churches who have left us in 
the last four years. You may or may not know all of them. You may have a much   
bigger list in mind. For me personally, the first funeral (or memorial service since his 
official funeral had already taken place) was for my own grandfather Allan.       
Whenever a saint goes on to glory like Don or Ken or any number of other folks, I 
find myself pondering the question in my heart “Am I doing right by you? Are you 
proud of me?” From there, as a Christian, the natural progression is then to ask that 
same question to the One who has given me salvation. “Jesus, am I following You 
well? Are You proud of me? Am I following Your call, doing what really matters?”  
Verses in scripture should come to mind in this same vein, how we are to follow the 
Lord and not the world. John 13:35 “By this all men will know that you are My     
disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will 
keep My commandments.” James 1:22 “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and 
not merely hearers who delude themselves.” James 1:27 “Pure and undefiled religion 
in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their dis-
tress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” 1st John 2:17 “The world is    
passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.” 
1st John 3:7 “Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices 
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous…” Timothy 4:5 “But you, be sober 
in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”   
Leviticus 19:2 “Speak to all the congregation of  



the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am  
holy.’”  
Beloved, we are called to be separate from the world, for we have been saved from 
our sins by Jesus’s blood. We who follow Christ live forever. In our scripture for    
today, there is a remarkable contrast. At the end of Acts 4 one of the greatest saints of 
all time, Barnabas the son of encouragement, sells a tract of land and lays the full 
proceeds at the feet of the Apostles for use in the church. He stands distinctly from 
Ananias and Sapphira, who’s names mean “God is gracious” and “beautiful”, as they 
openly attempt to deceive the church for their own gain, and they pay for it with their 
lives. You may initially look at this judgement given by the Lord towards Ananias 
and Sapphira, and say it is overly harsh. You may view it as unloving and vengeful, 
and maybe even question why this story is in here or why there is so much emphasis 
placed on holiness if the Lord is indeed so loving. I would ask you to look at this in 
another light this morning. Beloved, your Lord loves you so much that He was    
willing to go to the cross for you, and for the whole church. He is fiercely protective 
of His people, and while the world does not care for us we have a hope that does not 
disappoint. The reason we are called to be separate to live in the world but not be of 
the world, is because He loves us and desires that none should walk away from the 
faith. In our reading from Acts what Ananias and Sapphira did was bring destruction 
and sin into the church, something that proved they were not what they claimed.  
Before getting into the meat further, it might help to have a little extra context to    
understand some of the things that happen here. Having more context might help us 
to understand the sin committed, and why it was a big deal. The first thing is to      
notice the huge distinction between faithful Barnabas and the unfaithful couple. 
When someone who is holy (Godly, moral, just, etc.) is placed next to someone who 
is not, the distinction is quite pronounced. In the world we are set apart by our      
morality and our actions and our faithful outreach. If those things are lacking, it  
muddies the waters between who is Christ’s and who is not. In the case of Ananias 
and Sapphira, they muddied the water between people seeking their own benefit (or 
at least prideful recognition) and those that truly sought to follow Christ in loving 
their neighbors. Perhaps even more sinisterly as one of my commentaries pointed 
out, the Greek verb that was used in Acts 5:1-2 to describe keeping back the proceeds 
was also used to describe appropriating funds that had been held in trust. The idea 
was that Ananias and Sapphira had dedicated the entire proceeds of  



the land sale to helping their brethren, but lied about how much they sold the land for. 
That same commentary also points out that this is the first time sin is seen in the 
church community. (Speaking of that, this is the first time the word “church” is used.) 
Jesus spoke in Matthew about the wheat amongst the tares in a parable, He cast out 
demons in the synagogue, and very notably had Judas as a part of the twelve. Clearly 
wolves in sheep’s clothing is not something new or unexpected, but it is dangerous 
and damaging none the less. Another interesting thing to point out is that both        
Ananias and Sapphira conspire to do this together, and both meet the exact same fate. 
They are struck dead on the spot, and carried out and buried immediately. That is a 
traditional Jewish thing, to bury someone on the same day that they pass. It should 
also be noted with their fate, that they do actually have several chances at repentance. 
They conspire together, they lay it at the Apostles’ feet, and Peter (by the power of 
the Holy Spirit) gives both of them a chance to admit their guilt. Yet of course they 
do not, showing that they had no fear or respect for the Lord or His children.  
Acts 4:32 begins with “And the congregation of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul…” Clearly Ananias and Sapphira were not of the same heart and soul 
of the church. The issue wasn’t that they only gave part of the proceeds of their  
property, nor was it about the total amount given. The issue was that they had openly 
stated that they were bringing the full price of the property forward. If you want a   
real-world example (albeit a petty one by comparison), think about when you were a 
kid and your parents sent you to the store with some money to buy something, and 
said they wanted the change back. If you went, didn’t spend it all but said you did, 
then you were lying to your parents. While it is petty, it shows a complete lack of   
respect for one’s parents to do that, and it shows a willingness to lie and conspire. 
There is a reason why “Thou shalt not lie” is in the Ten Commandments. Lying leads 
to destruction and pain. Ananias and Sapphira, as Peter accurately pointed out “You 
have not lied to men but to God.” This blatant disregard for the Lord and His people 
(who the proceeds were dedicated to) is not something to be taken lightly. Pushing 
the limits with one’s parents usually doesn’t end well, and it doesn’t end well for the 
willfully disobedient towards the Lord either. The Lord’s people are to be holy just as 
He is holy. To be holy is to be set apart for God, and the result of Ananias and      
Sapphira’s demises is that the church is made distinct from those around it.  



Acts 5:11-14 read “And great fear came over the whole church, and over all who 
heard of these things. At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were    
taking place among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s    
portico. But none of the rest dared to associate with them; however the people held 
them in high esteem. And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and 
women, were constantly added to their number…” When the church body is united in 
following Christ, when it is of one heart and one mind, amazing things take place. 
When it is muddled, destruction and pain and loss abound.  
When the people of God are holy, meaning they are moral and just and honest and 
loving which is completely unlike the world, they stand apart. Beloved, we have 
something that the world does not. Church will never be the most entertaining place 
to be. We will never be filled with the most glamourous and beautiful people. We will 
never be able to match some of the things that community organizations can offer. We 
as the church shouldn’t even try to compete, because that isn’t our purpose. We aren’t 
here to entertain, to glamorize, or to participate solely in social justice. We strive to 
not be boring and to be well put together and to love the world the Lord has created, 
but that is not our primary calling and it isn’t what separates us.  
There are two things Beloved, that separate us from everything else in this world. 
First and foremost is salvation. By Jesus’s hand we have been set free from the   
bondage of sin and death. Acts 2:38-39 “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as 
many as the Lord our God will call to Himself…” You will only hear that message 
from the church, about how to receive eternal life. The church is the only place that 
cares about you for all of eternity Beloved. We must not be bogged down by the 
world and unfocused on what we are here for. It isn’t a business, an entertainment 
venue, or a place to receive a pat on the back. The church is where God’s people 
come together to hear, teach, and preach about eternal life. Secondly, since we are 
separate from the world by our faith in Christ alone, we are a family… or even a 
body. When one of us in the church succeeds, we all rejoice. When one of us suffers, 
we all suffer. The church body looks out for itself; we look out for one another.      
Beloved, if you are here as a part of our local church body, know that you are a part 
of our family. You matter, you are cared about, you are prayed for, you are loved. 
Those of you who have been here for many years  



can attest to the fact that you have remained a part of your congregation for that very 
reason. This is your Holy family. Beloved, knowing that we are called to preach the 
words of eternal life found in Christ, and that we are a united family under His name, 
is it no wonder that the Lord so jealously guards His church? To bring this full circle, 
looking back at Ananias and Sapphira and the early church, the Lord shows His      
immense love for His people by protecting them from wolves in sheep’s clothing. He   
jealously guards His own, even as we would do with our own families. Thinking 
about all of this, we should be careful in what we say and what we do and what we 
claim. If you hear nothing else this morning, if you take away nothing else from this 
message regarding Acts 5, then hear this truth Beloved. We as the church are to be 
united in our cause to spread the good news far and wide, to share the wonderful truth 
to any who would hear that all who repent and call upon the name of Jesus shall      
inherit eternal life. Do not be dismayed when there are issues that crop up in the 
church, where people lie or steal or cheat or whatever for their own personal gain. It 
is nothing new, and such people will have to answer to the Lord for their actions. The 
Lord protects His flock and His children and His message. Be encouraged to continue 
forward in following Christ, in striving to be holy as He is holy. If you do that I  
promise you that you are making those saints who have gone on to glory proud, and 
you are making your heavenly Father proud. Let us pray.  

Closing Prayer  


