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.“Your Prayers Don’t Help” 

 

Romans 12:15 “Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, and weep with those who 
weep.” 

John 16:33 “These things I have spo-
ken to you, so that in Me you may 
have peace.  In the world you have 
tribulation, but take courage; I have 
overcome the world.” 

James 5:16 “Therefore, confess your 
sins to one another, and pray for one 
another so that you may be healed.  
The effective, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avails much.” 

 

Beloved, we live in a broken world.  
At the moment I am writing this to 
you for the newsletter, the Texas 
school shooting is very fresh.  One of 
the prominent comments that has 
cropped up in the wake of this horri-
ble tragedy is “**** your prayers, 
they don’t help.”  Our world is hard 
and full of tragedy.  The war in 
Ukraine rages on, with genocide and 
massacres being commonplace.  In 
our church there is the talk of the split 
that is happening at the denomination-
al level, and the future of what will 
happen for us is uncertain.  Politics is 
exhausting, watching the news is ex-
hausting, listening to the difficulties 
that our friends and family have is 
exhausting, just dealing with our own 
difficulties and troubles can be ex-
hausting, the blame game that accom-
panies all of this is exhausting… and 
doing the work the Lord has called us 
to do amidst all of this is tough.  It is 
easy to lose hope.  It is easy to echo 
that sentiment from the world that our 

prayers don’t help, that our faith is 
useless.  Beloved, we live in a world 
that is far from Christ, and we always 
have.  What is to be our response 
when the world burns, when we are 
burned out, and difficulty abounds?  
Our three scriptures above remind us 
of some hopeful truths amidst the cha-
os of our evil and fallen planet. 
 

Romans 12:15 reminds us that for the 
church, we rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and we weep with those who 
weep.  When there is tragedy, we 
weep with those who hurt.  What has 
happened in Uvalde Elementary 
school is a tragedy of the highest or-
der.  The pains we feel in seeing chil-
dren murdered, the unborn murdered, 
the needless loss of life in global con-
flicts, and seeing any other number of 
other tragedies, it should fill us with 
grief.  It fills our Lord with grief, to 
see sin abound so.  It is ok to weep, 
and to hurt.  In fact, that is what we 
are told to do.  Lamenting the sins and 
evils of our world is an appropriate 
Christian response just as rejoicing at 
a wedding or a baptism for someone 
else is.  We lament when God’s will 
is tossed aside by our sin, when others 
are harmed.  But Beloved, although 
we have tribulations and evils and 
troubles in this world, we also cannot 
lose sight of the fact that Jesus has 
given us a hope.  He will set things 
right on the last day, and the evils of 
this world will not continue for forev-
er.  
(cont. on pg. 2) 



 

 

Jesus, through His perfect life, death, and resurrec-
tion has freed us from sin’s eternal bonds.  For those 
of us that count Christ as our Savior, that are His, 
that follow Him, He makes it clear that we are to take 
courage as He has conquered the world.  He states 
clearly that tribulations are still ours.  Sin leads to 
trouble, to destruction, to grief, but we can have 
hope and peace that sin does not go unaccounted 
for.  There is justice on the last day, where we will all 
kneel before the throne and have to give account to 
our Lord for our actions.  For those of us who are 
Christ’s, Jesus took our penalty to the cross.  It is re-
flected in our actions here and now, even though we 
are not perfect, but the sins that bound us are cast 
into hell along with death itself.  Those who do not 
follow Jesus, who perpetrate horrific acts upon the 
world, who have no redemption because they reject 
it, are justly held to account.  Satan, the father of lies 
who incites such evil and violence, he too is held to 
account.  Justice is done on that day, those evil doers 
are cast into hell, and sin is then no more.  Jesus has 
overcome the world, and so even in grief or trials as 
great as what we have seen, we look to our Lord who 
will do justice. 

Finally, Beloved, in response to the notion that our 
prayers do nothing and our time in weeping from 
afar is useless, James 5:16 reminds us that the oppo-
site is true.  Because we have a Lord who is risen, 
who has proven our faith has merit, who cares for His 
children, we also know the Lord Himself hears us.  
The effective prayer of a righteous man accomplishes 
much.  One who loves Jesus and follows Him, has 
been made holy because Jesus has declared us so.  
Our prayers, they go directly before the Lord.  Your 
prayers, they do help.  Your prayers, they are power-
ful.  Don’t be blinded by the words of the world.  
Don’t be fooled into thinking that your prayers 
(especially those that are accompanied by righteous 
actions) are useless.  The fall of the Berlin wall, the 

end of Nazi Germany’s holocaust of the Jews, the 
massive shrinking of global hunger (yes, you read 
that right!), the end of many diseases and famines 
and floods and conflicts… don’t miss the fact that 
faithful Christians were in prayer for all of those 
things earnestly.  In our own lives that was the case 
too.  Don’t forget that you came to a saving faith in 
Christ with many praying for your salvation.  Don’t 
forget that there are many in your church family 
(whether you know it or not!) who have been in ear-
nest prayer for you.  Beloved, it is good for us to 
weep when we see evil, and we counter that evil 
through righteousness and prayer, remembering  
even in our grief that Jesus has already overcome the 
world. 

As always Beloved, if there are any questions or you 
would like to discuss any of this further, please do 
not hesitate to give me a call.  I would be happy to 
pray with you and for you too! 

 

Blessings, 

-Pastor Jake 

 



 

 

     

   

 

 

 

June 5  Jerry & Virginia Giese 

June 12  Ryan & Brenda Berghuis 

June 19  Mark & Rhonda Larsen 

June 26  Todd & LeAnn Hoffman  

If you are unable to usher on your Sunday,           
please find a substitute. 

 

 

 

 

 

Military address 

Lance Corporal Alexander Malisheske 

730 Cottonwood N Ct. 
Oceanside, CA 92058 

 

Take a moment and send a card or a 
batch of cookies. The military guys 
and gals love getting care packages. 

K 
asson UMC seeks donations for children's 

bags. Items like word find, Magic Slate, col-
ored pencils, washable markers,  maze puz-

zles, items for ages 3-7. 

No noisy items please. You can drop them off at the 
office. 

Naomi Circle will  
meet June 2nd at 
11:30 am at Area 57. 

United Women of 
Faith (UMW) will 
meet June 12th after 
worship. 

Tuesday Small Group 

he Tuesday Small Group will be meeting 
at the church  the  1st and 3rd Tuesdays  at 
2:00 pm. 
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Due 

June 20th
 



 

 

 

 

 

If we missed someone kindly let the 

church office know.  
Steve Henslin June  1 

Ian O’Neill  June  3 

Mark Anderson June  5 

Bonnie Herrick June  5 

Meghan Malisheske June 5 

Darrell Denisen June  6 

Connie Malisheske June  6 

Sheila Burton June 11 

Lloyd Henslin, III June 12 

Nathaniel Kramer June 12 

Lorraine Spading June 14 

Dustin Looman June 15 

Ryan Bartel  June 18 

Ashley Nelson June 19 

Leila Flynn  June 22 

Aurora Flynn  June 22 

Lori Root  June 23 

Will Neil  June 26 

Linda Zomok  June 27 
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NOTE: The church window 
drawings  on page 1 were 
drawn by Randy Wilbur. 

SMALL GROUPS 

Small groups are a great way to get to know other Christians 
and share our faith walk with each other. We currently have 5 
Small Groups that meet. Each have a coach that helps to lead 
the group: Monday evenings-Marina Castner, Tuesday day-

Ruth Schomburg, Wednesday evening-Chuck Coleman, Thurs-
day evening-Lori Root  and a group for those who are dealing 
with a cancer diagnosis or has in the past-Dawn Bowe. If you 
are interested in joining one of these groups or would like to 
know more about them. please let Pastor Jake know or one of 
the coaches.  

June Anniversaries 

Curt & Malissa Alexander  June 2 

Gerry & Virginia Giese   June 2 

Randy and Pat Wilbur   June 10 

Brad & Sue Duncanson  June 14 

Dan & Lori  Root   June 14 

Pastor Jake & Rhianna Hanson June 17 

Jim & Grace Gillies   June 23 

Greg & Julie Bartel   June 26 

Roger & Janet Sinning   June 29 

Sausage 

The Men’s Club is selling sausage in 4# or 8# packages for 
$7.00 per pound. If interested in purchasing contact Chuck 
Coleman, Mark  Anderson or the church office. 



 

 

Prayer Chain 

KUMC offers a way to ask for prayers at 
any time. The prayer chain is a group of 
people whom will left up prayers to God 
when notified of a request. The prayer re-
quests are sent out through an email or 
phone call. If you would like to be part of 
the prayer chain group, to pray for others 
contact Dawn Bowe at 
mail@bowehome.com to get on the email 
list or contact Ruth Schomburg to get on 
the phone list 507-634-7502. 

To send a prayer request you can contact 
the church office, Dawn or Ruth. 

There is POWER IN PRAYER 
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To err is human. 
     ~Alexander Pope 

Kasson UMC  recently turned in 32.4 lbs 
of food to Semcac. 

 

The Food Shelf is serving 234 house-
holds, that number is up considerably 
from last year. 

Every  item helps. Drop your items in the 
basket in the office entry. 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to           

Dr. Grant Starkey! 

Grant graduated from    

University of Nebraska Medical Center, 

College of Medicine over Mother’s Day 
weekend. 

Amy 

Crandall 
 Peter 

Swanson 

May 21, 2022 

What was Moses’ wife, Zipphora, known 
as when she’d throw dinner parties? 

 

How do pastors like their orange juice? 

Answer on page 8 



 

 

Page 6 

In
for

ma
tio

na
l m

eet
in

gs
  r

eg
ar

di
ng

 ev
en

tu
al

 “s
pli

t” There will be informational meetings held together for both churches regarding 
the eventual "split" in the United Methodist denomination. These changes have 
already bee mentioned many times in church but we have opportunities to learn 
more about it and what it means for our 2 churches.  Eventually each member 
will need to vote on which way the future of our 2 churches and the path that 
we take regarding the denomination--however that will NOT be done until 2023.   
Each meeting will be 1 1/2 hours in length.  Please be in prayer for our churches, 
ministers, church leaders and denomination as these changes   wil occur.  These 
changes will affect our churches future for the next many years/generations to 
come.  Each meeting will be recorded and on the web-site for viewing if you can 
not attend in person. 

 

Wednesday, June 29th at 6:30 pm at KMUC.  This meeting will be an overview of 
the new proposed United Methodist Church  and the Global United Methodist 
Church.  One is more liberal in theology and one is more conservative., along 
with how the church/conference is run. 

 

Sunday, July 31st at 10:15 am following the early combines 5th Sunday Service at 
Pleasant Corners.  (**NOTE:  The 5th Sunday Combined Service will be at Pleas-
ant Corners at 9:00 am instead of the usual 11:00 am time.**)  The topic for this 
meeting is the theology of the  2 denominations.  We need to reflect on our own 
beliefs and what is important to our own understanding of  salvation and  being 
a Christian.  

 

Wednesday, August 24th at 6:30 pm at KUMC  The topic for this meeting is re-
garding finances/church property/apportionments/pensions both at the local 
level and denominational level. 



 

 

Mary Gillard 

1900 Ballington Blvd, NW,  

Bldg. B, Room 1142 

Rochester, MN 55901 

 

Lorraine Spading 

1 Thompson Ave W. 

Room 320 

W. St. Paul, MN 55118 

 

Wilma Jensen 

800 5th Ave NW,  

Room 309 

Kasson, MN 55944 

 

Karen Sprenger 

210 3rd St NW 

Room 303 * 

Pine Island, MN 55969 

*New room # 

 

Connie Hendrickson 

105 Lathan St SE 

Room 202 

Brownsdale, MN 55918 
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FAMILY FUN 

NIGHT 

You are invited to Family 
fun night at KUMC 

August 10th  

5:30-8:00 pm 

Activities and messages  
for all ages. 
 

 
Your help is needed 

Janet has been working on getting names with the 
confirmation pictures. There are 4 classes left I 
need help on.  

I think I have the names for classes 1968, 1969, 
1974, 1975,  but can’t identify the people. If you 
can help let Janet know. She can email the photo 
to you or stop in M-F , 8-12. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2   Naomi   
Circle               
11:30 am  at 
Area 57 

3 4 

5  6 7 8 9 10 11 

12  UWF 
(formerly 
UMW) meets 
after worship 

13 14  

    SPRC 6:30 

15 

Ministries 
Grp meets 
3:30 

16 17 18 

19  Father’s 
Day 

20 Newslet-
ter deadline 

Pastor Jake at  
camp 20-26 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 

Pastor Clint 
Preaches 

27 28 29 

Information-
al meeting 
held 
@KUMC 
6:30 pm 

30   

JUNE 2022 

Service Group 2 

Chris & Renee 

Answers to questions: 

“The hostess with the 
Moses” 

With pulpit. 



 

 

Submissions for the newsletter are due  
June 20th. 

Kasson UMC 

801 5th Ave NW 

Kasson, MN 55944 

We’re on the web! 
www.kassonumc.org 

Pleasant Corners UMC Mission Statement 

Our church has an open door for all to enter, and they shall find within, a congregation with this mis-
sion (taken from the fourth chapter of Ephesians).  “The work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of 
God……..speaking the truth in love.”  

 

Kasson UMC  Mission Statement 

Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
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