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Opening Prayer

There is something profound in the familiar. There is a comfort, a
peace, that comes from things that we know that the Good Lord has
burned into our subconscious. There is a time to talk about change, new
things, challenges, etc. There is also a time to talk about the familiar,
even with regards to the Gospel, perhaps especially with regards to the
Gospel. As believers after a time, some things become familiar in our
worship. The Apostle's Creed, the Lord's Prayer, certain worship
services like Christmas Eve or Easter, or even the manner and cadence
in which we pray, they all become familiar after a time. You may have
even noticed that I use familiar phrases often from the pulpit, sometimes
done on purpose. Those are all good things. There is also the danger in
familiarity though, isn't there? There is the danger that we could revert
back into things that are familiar, not living into our calling, because it is
easier. In our readings this morning, we get a taste of both with regards
to the disciples. A good example for us as we seek to follow Christ.
Jesus called the disciples a second time in a very familiar manner
through a familiar miracle, but with it their lives' trajectories are
changed. I would have you note that Peter especially is a changed man
through what Jesus will do in a familiar way.

Going all the way back to Luke 5, Jesus has just begun His ministry. All
four of the Gospels recount at least in some way that several of the
disciples are fishermen. Peter and James and John are always noted as
having been fishermen before being called. Have you ever wondered
why the twelve disciples followed Jesus at first? Was it His words, or
maybe His presence, or maybe they saw some miracles that weren't
recounted? In Luke, we can see that Peter, James, and John follow Jesus



after a profound miracle. While they have seen and heard some things
before, watching from afar, this is the miracle that seals the deal. What
is it that Jesus does that convinces these men to follow Him for good?
He helps them catch fish.

It may seem like a trivial miracle compared to Jesus's other miracles that
He performs. Catching a large amount of fish is nothing in comparison
to raising Lazarus from the dead, healing the lame, or giving sight to the
blind. Even the miraculous healing of Peter's own mother in Luke 4 is
more miraculous to us than catching fish. But this miracle is one that
touches the very core of these men. They are professional fishermen.
This is their lives. They know the tides, the fish, how they operate, etc.
It is a family practice for John and James, who are noted as being in the
boat with their father Zebedee. This is their life, and Jesus flips what
they know inside and out on its head through this miracle.

To bring this into a personal space, if you count Jesus as your Savior and
follow Him close, what did He call you in with? What was it that He
used to impact you? While just about every Christian who has been
committed for years can name a bunch of times where the Lord felt very
close, there is often a "smaller" (although still remarkable) thing that
was very impactful at the start. A moment in the car with grandma or
grandpa talking about Jesus, a beautiful spring day in the garden,
something happening when we were younger that wouldn't even be
remembered by others but was remarkable to us, or perhaps even
something as benign as a regular church service where it finally clicked,
all of these things can be times where the Lord opens us up to following
Him if we are listening. With it being planting season, it is worth
mentioning that many a farmer will talk about how they know the Lord
exists and loves them and is good because of the joy they find in the
animals they work with or the soil they till. Speaking of planters, I have
heard before from several that their greatest moment hearing the Lord's
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call came while they had their hands in the dirt. Beloved, the Lord in
His goodness and grace reveals Himself to us often in a personal way.
Something as simple as an out of the ordinary flower in the garden or a
beautiful spring day still reveals their Creator. What is often
accompanied with that revelation, is the calling into something. A
calling to ministry. A calling to service. A calling to a changed life and
a good example. A miraculous catch of fish may not have been the most
noteworthy of things to someone in the city or someone who had never
fished the sea of Galilee, but to Peter and the others it was a clear sign
that they were in the presence of the Messiah, and with it came a calling.

Going back to these disciples, particularly Peter, they know fish. It's
their lives, and so when he tells Jesus that they haven't caught anything
all night, he knows what he is talking about. For our fishermen who are
present, how many times have you caught your limit of fish starting in
the heat of the day? The answer is basically never, especially if you
haven't caught anything beforehand, so at least for you fishermen out
there you can get a glimpse of what Jesus is asking him to do. Peter,
who had seen Jesus do a couple miracles beforehand, gets a front row
seat to what kind of power Jesus has in this personal way. When they
lower the nets they are inundated with fish. There are so many fish that
the nets begin to break. When they signal their partners to help, they fill
the boats to the point where the boats begin to sink. Clearly, this is a
miracle. Peter, in amazement, proclaims "Go away from me Lord, for I
am a sinful man!" He understands from this miracle of catching fish that
he is in the presence of far more than an ordinary man. It is at this point
that Peter, James, and John, who had seen Jesus before but hadn't truly
left everything, then hear the call from Jesus. "Do not fear, from now on
you will be catching men." When they get back to land they then leave
everything to follow Him. They respond to His call, which starts small,
and for the next three years Jesus's ministry is their life. They are no
longer regular fishermen, but instead are now following the Savior.



Their calling, to be disciples and Apostles and leaders in His kingdom, is
one that they follow.

Fast forwarding now to our reading in John, we are on the other side of
the crucifixion and resurrection. These same disciples, and a few others
besides, have seen Jesus risen from the dead. They have seen the
impossible, are amazed, and believe the glorious truth that Jesus lives.
But things are different than before, Jesus comes and goes in miraculous
glory. Only twice before the 21 st chapter of John do they see Him in the
flesh. He isn't directing their every step as He did after He called them
previously, and clearly Jesus's kingdom isn't what they expected at first.
While amazement and belief are there, they aren't sure what to do next.
Peter, Thomas, James, John, and two others decide to go fishing at
Peter's behest. Jesus told them to meet Him in Galilee, but in the
meantime while they are there in familiar territory, they decide to fish. I
asked our confirmation kids why they would do this, and they
understood. They go fishing because it is what they knew before. It was
familiar to them, and so they go back to it ... but Jesus hasn't called them
to be believing fishermen, but rather believing fishers of men.

Going back to familiar things can be good or bad, can't it Beloved?
How often do we go back to the familiar because we aren't sure what
else to do. Returning to the family business or farm is often therapeutic,
and can be healing. It is like coming home in away, which is itself also
a return to the familiar. On the other hand, returning to something
destructive, a previous dangerous habit that is familiar, is obviously bad.
Weare drawn to the familiar often because it is easy, it is known, and
we can expect certain results from it. An abusive relationship is a
known thing, and that is often less scary than the unknown. Addictive
behaviors give a temporary relief, something that is craved, so returning
to the evil familiars is tempting. Again, the familiar is sometimes good



and sometimes bad. Sometimes change is dramatically better than the
familiar, but the familiar is what we know.

For the disciples here, it was probably a mixed bag, as much we could
say about our return to the familiar in our lives. They had been changed,
but they didn't know where to go or what to do, so they returned to the
familiar. Jesus hadn't yet given them the great commission, and He
hadn't given them the great call that accompanies Pentecost, so even
though they believe they decide they will go back to fishing while they
wait in Galilee. Very obviously, this is a part of Jesus's plan for them.
It is the perfect opportunity to call them once again ... but in an even
grander way even as it is still a familiar call. They are going to make the
move from followers of Jesus, to leaders in following Jesus.

Three years after their first calling, Peter and several others are out in the
boat. All night they fish, working with the rising and falling tides, and
they catch nothing. At first light, as they are getting ready to pack up,
Jesus calls out to them from the shore. "Children, you do not have any
fish, do you?" When they reply no, not realizing that it was Jesus who
was calling to them (maybe it was dark, maybe Jesus had concealed
Himself supernaturally, we don't know) He then tells them to lower their
nets on the right side of the boat. It is a carbon copy of what He told
Peter to do in Luke 5 three years earlier. The moment that the nets hit
the water they are filled with fish just like before. John perceives that it
is Jesus. Peter, in joy, gets his cloak on and jumps into the water to
swim to shore. He can't bear to be away from Jesus for even a moment,
so overwhelmed with gladness is he. When on shore, after seeing this
familiar and wonderful miracle once again, Jesus will give those present
a familiar call, although it will be greater than the one they received
before. Peter in particular is restored, redeemed, bolstered, and called to
be a great fisher of men for the Gospel. He will no longer just be a



disciple, he will be a great leader in the church until he is called home to
his Lord in a familiar way.

"So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
'Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?'" What is Jesus
referencing here? It could be that He is asking Peter if he values Christ
more than the other disciples, but that doesn't seem likely. Rather, it
seems Jesus is asking Peter ifhe values Him more than his old life.
Peter has faithfully followed Jesus for three years. Peter is the one who
affirms Christ the most openly, proclaiming Him to be the Messiah.
Yet, Peter is also the only one who denied Jesus on Good Friday. He is
also the one who said that he was going fishing ... perhaps thinking he
was going to go back to his old life. But Jesus's calling for Peter hasn't
changed. Peter is still called to be a fisher of men, to be a disciple and
an Apostle and a great leader in the church. To take an aside here for us,
how often do we affirm Jesus in our lives, only to then return to our old
ways? Jesus could ask us the same, "Do you love me more than these?"
How would you respond?

Going back to Peter, and to give us some insight into how we can
respond to that same question, Jesus asks Peter some follow up
questions. To heal Peter and prepare him for the ministry ahead, thirty
years worth of faithful following, Jesus asks Peter three times ifhe loves
Him. Peter, who denied Jesus three times in the temple courtyard,
affirms three times here that he loves Jesus. With each affirmation,
Jesus tells him what to do. "Shepherd My sheep." "Feed My lambs."
"Tend My sheep." Basically, do what I have called you to do Peter. Be
the leader in the church, don't go back to your old familiar ways that I
have called you out of, but live into the great and familiar calling that I
have given you to be my Apostle in the world. Peter will indeed heed
his calling fully, giving his life for Jesus some thirty years later after
faithful ministry by being crucified upside down. The transformation



from humble fisherman to a great fisher of men is finally complete, and
Peter's emphatic declaration that he would follow Jesus to prison and to
death is found to be true. With that example in mind, lets turn this to us
before we close.

Thinking back to when you were younger, what calling did the Lord
give you? What are you called to do? Is it to serve the Lord faithfully in
your work and in your family? Is it some role within the church? Do
you even know what Jesus is calling you into? Many of us when we get
into life drift away from the bigger purpose Jesus has for us. We see
glimpses of a great plan, we hear the Master's call, but then we go back
to fishing because we aren't sure what to do next. Many a former
confirmand has declared openly that they will love the Lord and His
church, only to be drawn away by the world over time, their calling
watered down. Many a baptized individual has proclaimed the same.
Many a believer has had the great push to serve the Lord in needed
ways, only to walk it back and go back to their familiar lives. Beloved if
that is you, go back to that call that Jesus gave you. The thing that Jesus
called you to do, the great purpose that is placed upon your heart, run to
it. "Do you love Me more than these?" isn't just a question for Peter,
but also for us. Let us pray.

Closing Prayer




