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Joys to Celebrate in May 

 

As we leave behind Lent and now en-
ter into the final vestiges of spring 
(what little one we had anyways), it is 
a time of joy in the church. There are 
a few neat things coming up this 
month that I want to highlight for you, 
and ask for you to join me in prayer 
over. 
 

Mother’s Day:  May 8th is Mother’s 
Day, and no matter if you are spend-
ing it with your mother or not, if your 
mother is still here with us or if she 
has gone on to glory, it is a perfect 
time to thank the Lord for your mom.  
Give her a call, lift her up in prayer, 
thank the Lord for her, because none 
of us would exist without our mom-
mas. Love you Mom! 
 

Graduation Sunday:  May 22nd is 
Graduation Sunday. The Lord has 
blessed us with a wonderful group of 
youth, and while you may not see all 
of them in church at the same time on 
any given week, we rejoice that they 
are present in our midst.  On May 22nd 
at KUMC we will be celebrating 
those who are graduating in service, 
but I would ask that you lift up our 
graduating seniors in prayer this 
month too. We all remember what it 
was like to transition to the next phase 
of life, with the challenges and the 
anxieties, so lift up our soon to be not 
senior kids as they get ready for what 
comes next. 
 

Coming Visit from Caleb and Deby:  
At the time I am writing this, Caleb 
and Deby Bartel (our wonderful mis-
sionaries in Nicaragua) will begin 
their transition from serving in Nica-
ragua to Thailand in May. This has 
been a huge prayer for them for sever-
al years, and the Lord has finally 
made the way for it to happen. As a 
part of their transition, they will be 
heading our way as a family for the 
first time since the Covid lock-downs, 
so we rejoice that we will see them 
this summer as well. Please keep 
Caleb and Deby and their daughter 
Julianna in your prayers as they take 
this next step in answering the call. 
 

Preaching on Gluttony 

 

Proverbs 23:17-19 “Do not let your 
heart envy sinners, but live in the fear 
of the Lord always. Surely there is a 
future, and your hope will not be cut 
off.  Listen, my son, and be wise, and 
direct your heart in the way.” 

 

Over the course of May and June, we 
will have three different sermons re-
garding the incredibly difficult topic 
of gluttony. Out of all of the topics 
that will get covered, this is one of the 
most difficult. I have actually never 
heard a sermon preached on it, and I 
doubt that many of you have either.  
Why?  Because it is the predominant 
sin in America today. In our culture of 
excess, we (and I mean we, because I 
struggle with this too) are given over 
to our indulgences.  Indulgences of 



 

 

food and drink, indulgences in entertainment, and our 
indulgences in consuming things have overwhelmed 
us in 21st century America. Before preaching on this 
from the pulpit though, I wanted to put out this little 
article explaining my heart on this, and hopefully 
helping to prep us as we enter into this discussion to-
gether. 
 

The first thing I would have you know, is that we will 
be talking about all aspects of gluttony. There is much 
more to it than someone who eats or drinks too much.  
That is perhaps the most visible, but it is far from the 
most destructive aspect.  The reason we are doing 
three sermons on it, is because it goes deeper than just 
what we physically consume with our mouths, but 
also into what we stuff into our brains and what we 
fill up our time with. Our natural inclination is to tell 
ourselves things like “I’ve earned this” or “It isn’t that 
much” or “I deserve this.”  There is a fine line be-
tween what we can rightfully treat ourselves to that is 
healthy and wholesome and what is destructive to our 
bodies and minds.  I wouldn’t be a good pastor if I 
wasn’t willing to address this with all of us, and it is 
something the Lord has placed very firmly upon my 
heart. 
 

Secondly, I want to make it very clear that nobody is 
being singled out in this…  except for myself.  The 
only negative example I will use in these messages, 
other than worldwide or nationwide statistical data, is 
myself, and I am doing that so that no one would feel 
singled out.  All of you are well Beloved, prayed for, 
and cherished, and the goal in preaching this is to be 
an encouragement and a help, not a burden. 
 

Finally, you may be asking why it is important that 
this be preached at all.  Simply put, this has become 
THE sin in America.  It is often asked why the church 
is shrinking, why people care less today about the 
Lord than they did before, etc.  While there are many 
answers, one major one is that we are enveloped in 
our excesses, and we are given over to our gluttonous 
natures, and the Lord’s church is the biggest loser.  

Whether it is sports, work, hobbies, entertainment, or 
even just that we put everything else as a priority over 
the Lord, our nation has gluttoned itself out of the 
pew.  This isn’t to pick on anyone, but to make all of 
us aware that our decisions on what we consume and 
in what quantity can have eternal impacts.  If we are 
to be wise and Christ following as the Lord has called 
us, then we must be sober and reasonable in all as-
pects of our life… and this includes what we consume 
visually, physically, emotionally, etc. 
 

I hope and pray that this primes the pump a little for 
us as we head into May and then the summer.  Please 
know that my door is always open for any that have 
questions/concerns/comments regarding this, or any 
other topic.  I am here to help as you pastor! 

 

Many prayers and blessings, 

 

  -Pastor Jake  

 

 

 



 

 

     

   

 

 

 

 

If you are unable to usher on your Sunday,           
please find a substitute. 

May 1  Bob and Lisa Kramer 

May 8  Jim and Pam Burch 

May 15 Marv and Renee Jensen 

May 22 Sam and Ava Weigand 

May 29 Sarah Williamson and Ean O’Neill 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter       
submissions 
due May  23rd

 

Military address 

Lance Corporal Alexander Malisheske 

730 Cottonwood N Ct. 
Oceanside, CA 92058 

 

Take a moment and send a card or a 
batch of cookies. The military guys 
and gals love getting care packages. 

K 
asson UMC seeks donations for children's 

bags. Items like word find, etch a sketch,  fun-
pads, coloring books, washable markers,  

maze puzzles, items for ages 3-7. 

No noisy items please. You can drop them off at the 
office. 

Naomi Circle will  
meet May 5th at 9:30 
am.  

 

UMW will meet May 
15th after worship 

Tuesday Small Group 

he Tuesday Small Group will be meeting 
at the church  the  1st and 3rd Tuesdays  at 
2:00 pm 

Page 3 



 

 

 

 

Richard Marquardt  May  3 

Lawren Castner  May  3 

Judy Ruport   May  6 

Olivia Germundson  May  7 

Mary Mortenson  May 10 

Ron Schrafel   May 11 

Becky Duncan  May 15 

Clayton Flynn  May 15 

Brantley Peck  May 18 

Darlene Tompkins  May 18 

Reagan Berghuis  May 20 

Joyce Redfern  May 21 

Brenda Scheller  May 23 

Ryan Berghuis  May 26 

Gary Henslin   May 28 

Julianna Bartel  May 31 

 

If we missed someone kindly let the 

church office know.  
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NOTE: The church window 
drawings  on page 1 were 
drawn by Randy Wilbur. 

Prayer Chain 

KUMC offers a way to ask for prayers at 
any time. The prayer chain is a group of 
people whom will left up prayers to God 
when notified of a request. The prayer re-
quests are sent out through an email or 
phone call. If you would like to be part of 
the prayer chain group, to pray for others 
contact Dawn Bowe at 
mail@bowehome.com to get on the email 
list or contact Ruth Schomburg to get on 
the phone list 507-634-7502. 

To send a prayer request you can contact 
the church office, Dawn or Ruth. 

There is POWER IN PRAYER 

SMALL GROUPS 

Small groups are a great way to get to know other Christians 
and share our faith walk with each other. We currently have 5 
Small Groups that meet. Each have a coach that helps to lead 
the group: Monday evenings-Marina Castner, Tuesday day-

Ruth Schomburg, Wednesday evening-Chuck Coleman, Thurs-
day evening-Lori Root  and a group for those who are dealing 
with a cancer diagnosis or has in the past-Dawn Bowe. If you 
are interested in joining one of these groups or would like to 
know more about them. please let Pastor Jake know or one of 
the coaches.  

May Anniversaries 

Doug and Sandy Gochnauer   May 23 

Alan and Sherry Whalen   May 31 



 

 

Easter Sunrise Service  Page 5 

Sausage 

The Men’s Club is selling sausage in 4# or 8# 
packages for $7.00 per pound. If interested in 
purchasing contact Chuck Coleman, Mark  
Anderson or the church office. 

The Food Shelf is serving 234 households, that number 
is up considerably from last year. 

Every  item helps. Drop your items in the basket in the 
office entry. 

 

KUMC recently donated 13.2 lbs of food to the Food 
Shelf. 
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Our 2022 Grads 

Zach Alexander 

Zach will be attending Lake Superior College for an 
associates degree in manufacturing and fabrication.  

 

Reagan Berghuis 

Reagan will be attending U.S. Army basic   
training at the end of June, and plans to attend 
Rochester Community College next spring,  
after her military training is complete. 

We will honor our high school 
grads during worship on May 22nd. 



 

 

Ava Weigand 
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Ava plans on attending either UW Eau Claire or 
Northern Arizona Univ. 

Winni Zheng 

Loren Roberts 

Jake Pappas 
Jake plans on continuing his 
education. 

 Our College Graduate 

Olivia Germundson  

Associates Degree in  
Business from RCTC 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2  Pillow 
Cleaning 
at KUMC 
2-6 pm 

3 4 Support 
Group     
7 pm 

Youth Grp 

5 Naomi 
Circle  
9:30 am 

6 7 

8 9 KUMC 
Ad Council 
6:30 pm 

10  11 

Youth Grp. 

12 13 14 

Wedding     
reception at 
KUMC 

15 UMW 
meets after 
worship 

16 17 18 

Youth Grp. 

19 20 21 

22 

Baccalaure-
ate at Bap-
tist Church 
7 pm 

23 

Newsletter 
items due 

24  P. Jake 
at Annual 
Conference 

25  P. Jake 
at Annual 
Conference 

26 27 KM 
Graduation 
7 pm 

28 

29 30  31  Just for 
Kix M, T & 
Th         
5:30-9:00 

Scouts Sun.  

5:00-9:00 

  

Service Grp. 1 

Polly and Lisa 
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Camp Registration 

NOTE: Our churches have funds available to help with the cost. Contact Pastor 
Jake for more information. 
 

Early Bird Registration Incentive Ends April 30th! 

Register for camp by April 30th and receive the $25.00 Early Bird Camp Store Credit to spend 
at the camp store or canteen during your stay. Check out the upcoming camp sessions at 
Camp Minnesota website and pick your favorite camp location: Northern Pines, Koronis Min-
istries, or Kowakan Adventures. Camp listings and registration information are on the Camp 
Minnesota website where details will be updated quickly, and changes made in real-time.   
 

Signing up for camp is EASY!  There are multiple ways to register for camp: 

ONLINE    Directly access the Campwise online registration site to register, or search through 
the complete list of Camp Minnesota Camps and Events. Then click on “Register Online” in 
the camp description. Contact the Camping Office for login and password assistance. 
 

PHONE    To register by phone call toll-free 855-622-1973 Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(Central Time) 
 

MAIL    Download, print, complete, and mail the paper registration form to: 

Camp Minnesota 

122 W. Franklin Ave, Suite 400 

Minneapolis, MN 55404                           Make checks payable to Camp Minnesota 

 

UMW has a new name!  
UMW is now United Women in Faith.  Questions about the new name? Go to 
www.uwfaith.org 

https://www.campminnesota.org/campsessions
https://www.campminnesota.org/campsessions
https://www.campminnesota.org/
https://www.campminnesota.org/
https://cwngui.campwise.com/Apps/OnlineReg/Pages/Login.html
https://www.campminnesota.org/campsessions
https://dakcamps.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=807ea6b1d840fa1980992799b&id=febe2e7f47&e=a56efd4ac5


 

 

Submissions for the newsletter are due  
May 23rd. 

Kasson UMC 

801 5th Ave NW 

Kasson, MN 55944 

We’re on the web! 
www.kassonumc.org 

Pleasant Corners UMC Mission Statement 

Our church has an open door for all to enter, and they shall find within, a congregation with this mis-
sion (taken from the fourth chapter of Ephesians).  “The work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of 
God……..speaking the truth in love.”  

 

Kasson UMC  Mission Statement 

Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
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