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Opening Prayer

Today marks the most joyful and important day in all of human history.
Since the beginning of time, the creation of the world, there has never
been anything more important than what occurs on Easter Sunday.
Jesus, the Lord in human flesh, overcomes sin and death for all who
believe in Him by coming out of the grave. No tricks, no illusions, no
false hope ... He rises from the dead, proving His deity, proving His
loving words are true, proving that we have hope eternal. Beloved, here
on Easter morning we rejoice in knowing that our Savior is alive,
knowing that our Redeemer lives.

When we last met together on Friday, it seemed all hope was lost. Jesus,
the Messiah, had been betrayed by one of His own, had been put through
multiple sham trials that declared Him worthy of death even though they
also declared Him innocent, and He was nailed to a cross. Crucified in
our place, the sacrifice for our sins, He was killed for us. His final
words upon the cross are "It is finished." He then willingly gives up His
spirit, He dies, and is laid to rest in Joseph of Arimathea's tomb. All
clearly saw that Jesus was dead. The disciples are scattered, hiding in
fear. The women who loved Jesus (Mary Magdalene, Mary His mother,
etc.) weep as He is laid to rest. The Pharisees who put Jesus to death
sneer, thinking their troubles with Him are over. Knowing that Jesus has
said He would rise again in three days, they ask Pontius Pilate for a
Roman set of guards to watch the tomb to make sure nobody touches the
body. The day after Jesus is crucified, from sundown to sundown, is the
day of rest following the Passover. Everyone in Jerusalem is quiet, all is
at rest for this time. When the day of rest is over, Sunday morning at
dawn, the women who loved Jesus come to His tomb with spices to
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prepare His body. It is at first light, when these humble women arrive,
that everything changes for them ... and for us.

Along the way the three women who come to the tomb (Mary Magdalen,
Mary the mother of James, and Salome) are in much grief. They know
they must anoint Jesus's body according to Jewish custom, but they
don't know how they will even get into the tomb. There is a large stone
that has been rolled over the mouth of it, and it has been officially sealed
by the Romans. On penalty of death the Roman soldiers will not break
the seal or leave their post, but even so the women come to do their duty.
As they arrive they see the Roman guards and the tomb sealed, but then
a severe earthquake occurs. An angel of the Lord descends down, rolls
away the stone, and sits upon it. The Roman guards standing by shake
with fear, and appear like dead men ... they faint. The women in terror
look at the angel, who proclaims to them news to wonderful to be
comprehended. "Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for
Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, just as He
said. Come, see the place where He was lying." They peak into the
tomb, but they don't see Jesus's body. The angel then tells them to go
and tell the disciples. In astonishment, in fear, and maybe even in a
touch of doubtful hope, they run to tell the disciples. Mark tells us that
they flee from the tomb, not telling anyone at first, since they are
astonished and trembling. Likely knowing their doubts, Jesus meets
them on the road even as they are running. Seeing Jesus alive, the
women fall to their knees, grabbing His feet and worshipping Him on
the spot. There is no question while He is there, He is the Lord and He
is alive ... although they are filled with fear and trembling. Once they
continue on their journey at Jesus's command to tell the disciples, fear
and trembling again creep in. Mark tells us that they tell no one at first,
not able to put it all together. When they do eventually tell the disciples
after a short time, they are dismissed. Understandably, the eleven think
it is foolishness that Jesus has risen from the dead.

1-



It is Mary Magdalene's testimony that gets two of the disciples, Jesus's
closest friends John and Peter, to finally come and see. "They have
taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid Him." Having seen an angel, watched the Roman guards faint,
witnessed the stone rolled away and the tomb itself empty, and even
seen Jesus with her own two eyes ... Mary understandably can't even
comprehend it. Who has ever heard of someone rising from the dead?
Even the greatest of prophets, the most beloved of all who have ever
lived, haven't done such a thing. The only one who has ever raised
another from the dead was Jesus, but certainly even He can't do this? It
must be an illusion, a trick of her own mind, and someone must have
taken Jesus's body out. In her grief she must have imagined everything
that she desperately wanted to have happen. Peter and John, who almost
certainly cannot even fathom the thought that their Savior, the One they
trusted their lives to, the One who called them and trained them and
loved them, is alive after they watched Him die, at least want to see for
themselves if the tomb is empty. They run ahead to the tomb, outpacing
Mary, with John getting there first. John, the only disciple who is
openly present at the crucifixion, peers into the empty tomb and is
amazed. The guards (either unconscious or away from their post
trembling in fear), the rolled away stone ... it is a scene that fills him
with bewilderment. He doesn't enter, but he sees that the linen
wrappings which had covered his Lord's body, are laid aside. The tomb,
he can tell, is empty.

When Peter arrives, he goes further. Peter, who was the leader of the
disciples, one of Jesus's most trusted, who had claimed he would go to
his grave rather than deny Jesus, had last seen the Lord after denying
Him three times as Jesus had told him he would. His grief, out of all the
disciples, may have been the most immense since he denied Jesus in
front of Him. When he arrives at the tomb, his thoughts racing, he
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enters the tomb. He sees the linen wrappings as John had, but also
notices that the face-cloth which had been on Jesus's head is off to the
side, rolled up and folded by itself. It is a clear indication that this
unwrapping of Jesus's body wasn't hastily done, but was purposeful and
planned. After seeing this, Peter is amazed. John enters after Peter, and
he believes. John understands now, with the evidence there in front of
his face, what he couldn't comprehend before even though Jesus had
told him over and over again. He finally understood and believed that
the Messiah was to overcome sin and death ... by rising from the dead.
He believed that his Savior lived.

John and Peter, having seen the empty tomb, go back to their homes
marveling. Again, who can blame them for being bewildered?
Although the evidence is there, who had ever heard of such a thing? Not
even Jesus could do this could He? What could it mean? All of their
questions will be answered by Jesus Himself in the coming days, but for
the moment they leave in amazement. Only one is then left at the empty
tomb. By this point even the guards have left. The Roman guards have
gone to report to the Pharisees about what has happened, having awoken
from their unconscious stupor in bewilderment themselves. Only Mary
Magdalene, a woman who had faithfully followed Christ for a long time,
who loved the Lord dearly, who had been healed of demon possession
by Jesus, remains. She has seen amazing things, but she can't
understand. The tomb being opened, the angel, the fainting of the
guards, the empty grave, and even Jesus's presence on the road to tell
the disciples hasn't given her peace. She thinks her mind is playing
tricks on her. She is confused, and the only conclusion she can come up
with is that someone has taken her Lord's body. She again looks into
the tomb, and sees two angels in white standing by where Jesus was laid.
One at the head and one at the foot of His resting place, which she had
personally watched Him be laid at only two days before.



The angels tell her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" Unable to
comprehend, she answers "Because they have taken away my Lord, and
I do not know where they have laid Him." She can't believe this good
news that He lives, it is impossible. No one could convince Mary
otherwise ... except Jesus Himself. As she weeps, she turns from
looking at the angels that she assumes to be figments of her imagination,
and sees Jesus standing right behind her, although she can't recognize
Him through her tears at first. Jesus Himself, the risen Lord and Savior,
in humble care and love asks the same question of Mary, "Woman, why
are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Mary, still blinded in tears
and anguish, thinks Jesus is the gardener. "Sir, if you have carried Him
away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away." It is
at this point that Jesus reveals Himself to her, and it is here that she too
comes to believe the most joyous news ever given. He does it in a
simple way, one we still recognize and use today to greet one another in
love. He calls her by name.

"Mary!" She turns and looks full into the face of her risen Lord,
exclaiming in joy "Rabboni!" She again falls to His feet, finally
understanding that her Savior lives. At His request she goes and again
tells the disciples what she has seen ... this time though, she understands
that it isn't a trick or illusion. She proclaims "I have seen the Lord."
She, like John and Peter, believes.

Beloved, from here Jesus will go on to reveal Himself to the disciples
that evening. He will show up again in front of them as they fish and as
they walk from town to town. He will reveal Himself many times over a
period of forty days, erasing all confusion and all doubt from their
minds. Over four hundred of Jesus's other followers in addition to the
twelve will see and believe. When He ascends to the throne after those
forty days, He commissions the disciples and all of His followers to go
and tell others the glorious news which they had heard first. They are



commanded to go and tell the world that Jesus, God in human flesh, who
lived a life without sin, who died upon the cross for the sins of man, has
risen in victory from the grave, and that all who believe in Him are
likewise promised resurrection and etemallife on the last day. Beloved,
that joyous news, this glorious truth, is proclaimed to you today as well.
Your Savior lives. Your Redeemer, who loved you enough to die for
you, has overcome all sin and death by rising out of the tomb. It is no
trick, it is no illusion. Your mind isn't playing tricks on you and you are
not being lied to. The reality is, that the Savior lives. Let us pray.

Closing Prayer
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