
Let me begin this message by answering the question in the sermon title plainly.  Who is forgivable?  The answer is that 

anyone who bends their knee to Christ is forgivable.  All who place their hope and their trust in Him receive forgiveness 

for their sins.  Here are some examples of this from scripture, although there are many more we could quote.  Romans 

10:13 “For whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  Again, 2nd Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow about His 
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 

repentance.”  How about one more, one that you may have heard a few times.  John 3:16-17 “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For God 

did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”  As we talk this 
morning (and for all of Lent) about forgiveness in all of its various forms, I don’t want there to be any confusion about 

this.  He who calls upon Jesus and follows Him has salvation from His sins.  Salvation isn’t about what you have done in 
the past, it isn’t about being perfect (that is Jesus’s job!), it is about giving your heart to Him.  Who is forgivable?  The 

answer is ALL who call upon Christ’s name in repentance.  It is what we affirm in the Apostle’s Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, 
at Communion and Baptism, and all throughout everything that we do.  We are sinners in need of salvation, and if we 

give our hearts to the Lord, that salvation is freely given to us.  With that in mind (not just for today, but for all of the 

Lent), there is then the follow-up question of what it looks like to be forgiven.  That is what our three scripture sections 

help us to understand today. 

 

Who is forgivable?  Who is it that is actually forgiven, versus who is it that is not?  God’s forgiveness is most exemplified 

in Jesus’s death upon the cross for our sins, extending grace and mercy to us that we do not deserve.  Forgiveness starts 
and ends with the One who takes away the sins of the world… but with that comes the question of who is really 
forgiven?  Who actually receives forgiveness?  As we explore all the aspects of forgiveness over the next month and a 

half, it is good for us to start from the very beginning.  As we read, the kingdom of God (I.E., those who are forgiven) 

belongs to ones such as these… ones like the little children. 

 

Speaking of children and forgiveness, for those of us with siblings, I encourage you to think back to when you were 

younger.  My sister and I, believe it or not, didn’t always get along.  After she would break something of mine and I 
would punch her arm in return, our folks would make us apologize and “forgive” each other.  Remember how that went 
in your household?  “I am sorry sis, I guess.”  Followed by “I am sorry too Jake, I guess.”  Inevitably though, whoever 
wasn’t at fault would say something like “You didn’t really mean it.”  It’s kind of funny looking back on it now, but when 
it comes to forgiveness for real, with hard and awful things, “meaning it” becomes important.  Looking at our first 
scripture reading for today, we can see that there is a right way to approach the Lord for forgiveness… and that 
“meaning it” matters. 

 

Psalm 86 is written by King David as far as can be ascertained.  A man who saw both the best and the worst that the 

world had to offer in his lifetime, this Psalm he writes is written in a time of great need.  The very last verses, which we 

did not read, point out that there are foes who are seeking his life.  Aptly titled as a Psalm of supplication and trust, 

David prays in this manner because he is in need not only of saving from his enemies, but also because he needs 

forgiveness.  “Incline Your ear, O Lord, and answer me; for I am afflicted and needy.”  More than a few of us have prayed 
like this.  When we are hurting, when we are in despair, when things aren’t going right, when we are scared for the 
future… this is a good way for us to pray.  To be honest about our position, to be honest with the Lord that we are in 

need, is appropriate.  He then moves to asking for forgiveness.  “For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and 
abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon You.”  Beloved, this is the prayer of one who knows they need 

forgiveness, is asking for it, and really means it.  Just listen to the other things he says: “Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will 

walk in Your truth…” “I will give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with all my heart…” This isn’t pleading, these are pledges.  

“Unite my heart to fear Your name…” is a prayer that, as one of my commentaries mentioned, “that he would have an 
undivided heart, singularly loyal to his Lord.”  Beloved, if you want to know what it looks like to pray for forgiveness and 



mean it, you can see it here in this Psalm and many others besides.  Of course it goes beyond just words, pledges and 

the like, right?  If one really means what one says, then actions have to accompany it.  In our short reading from Isaiah, 

we read about what that looks like. 

 

Isaiah 66 begins with a small two verse section on who the Lord is and who He listens to.  Special thanks to one of our 

confirmation kids, Ean, for picking this out.  They are memorizing a few different verses at present, and this was one he 

chose.  It is a good one for us as we talk about who receives forgiveness and who does not from the hand of the Lord.  

“Thus says the Lord, ‘Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool.  Where then is a house you could build for Me?  
And where is a place that I may rest?  For My hand made all these things, thus all these things came into being,’ declares 
the Lord.  But to this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.’”  These 
two verses tell us two very important truths about our Lord, especially as it relates to forgiveness.  The first is that the 

Lord is over all.  He doesn’t need anything from us.  He doesn’t sleep in temples, He isn’t moved by bartering because 
there is nothing we could offer Him that He hasn’t made.  The Lord is the Lord, and He is in power over all.  The second 
thing this tells us is what we really need to know this morning.  Who does the Lord look upon?  Who does the Lord 

watch over?  It is the one who is humble, who “trembles” (meaning listens) to His word.  Forgiveness from the Lord, help 

and healing, purpose and contentment even in difficulty, is seen in those who are His.  Again, this isn’t about being 
perfect or having all the answers.  We don’t have to be angels to be forgiven, but the Lord does require our hearts.  

What it really looks like to run to Jesus is best shown in our final reading.  To run to Jesus, to give our hearts to Him, is 

ask for forgiveness like the little child. 

 

In Mark 10:13-16, people were bringing their little children to Jesus to be blessed by Him.  It’s a good response I think, I 
would want my daughter to be blessed by the Messiah like this too.  But the disciples don’t get it at first.  They think the 
parents and children are wasting Jesus’s time, so they try to rebuke them.  Jesus says, though, “Permit the children to 
come to Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  When we come to Christ, we are 
told to do so in the same manner as children.  When our children are in need, and we did the same when we were small, 

they go to their parents.  Who does my daughter trust and rely upon the most?  Rhianna and myself.  Who is it that 

sustains the child?  It is their parents.  It should be noted that for a small child, who’s whole existence is completely 

dependent upon their parents, they live in that trust.  They don’t barter to get what they need, they don’t go to mom 
and dad and say something like “if you make my boo-boo better I’ll…” That isn’t how it works.  When my daughter 
reaches out to me because she bonked her head or she is scared or she is hungry or she is tired or whatever else… I pick 
her up and take care of her.  No real parent does anything less than take care of their children.  The Lord is no different.  

For those of us who reach out to Him, who run to Him, who put our faith and our trust and our dependence upon Him 

(like our children do with us), He gives freely.  To those who do not run to the Lord, those who are not His children, it is a 

different story. 

 

“Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.”  Forgiveness is for 
all who call upon Christ’s name.  Forgiveness from sin, peace and contentment in the face of great difficulty, hope in 
times of need… these are all a part of giving all of our trust to our Lord.  What that calling upon Christ really looks like is 

best summed up in the faithful trust of child.  This brings us to the final point to consider this morning, which is asking 

where you place your faith. 

 

Beloved, is your trust and your dependency placed upon Christ?  Are you seeking what you need from the Lord of all 

creation, or are you simply saying you do with your lips?  Forgiveness is given to all who call upon Jesus’s name.  
Forgiveness isn’t earned, it isn’t bought, you don’t receive it by being perfect, it is yours if you place your hearts at the 
foot of the cross.  Jesus is Lord.  As we read in Isaiah He looks upon us if we humble ourselves before Him.  As we read in 



Psalm 86 we understand what it looks like for us to “mean it” when we come before Him.  The final piece is for us to run 
to the Lord as a child runs to their parents.  No matter where you may think you stand today, you are forgivable.  The 

Lord desires that none of us should perish, that all of His children would come to Him.  Let’s go to the Lord and receive 
that forgiveness, as little children go to their parents in their time of need.  There is a reason why we call the Lord Father 

after all. 


