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Opening Prayer 

 

Before you or I were even born, the Lord had a plan in place to forgive us from our sins.  Born 

into a world filled with sin, with a sinful nature embedded into us, the Lord had already 

considered before you or I existed that we would need salvation.  We would need to be 

forgiven of our sins, cleansed from them, made holy like He is holy… and all of that could only 
happen by His hand.  From the moment sin entered the world all the way back in Genesis 3, the 

Lord put into motion His glorious plan to show His love for us in the most profound way 

possible.  “He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel.”  That is the 
first prophecy regarding how Jesus would take our sins upon Himself, overthrowing sin and 

death and Satan, by taking our place.  He grants us forgiveness in His sacrifice, and through 

receiving it we are told we will rise again on the last day.  It was prophesied that the sacrifice of 

Christ wouldn’t be easy.  Isaiah 53:11 states that it is for all of us though, that we are justified 

by Him, forgiven by Him.  “As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; 
by His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify many, as He will bear their 

iniquities.”  How deep and how wide is our Savior’s love for us, even though we are sinners.  
Loving us enough to go to the cross, to bear our burdens, to die for us in our place as a perfect 

sacrifice, wiping out our debts… what a marvelously merciful and gracious Lord we serve.   

 

Next week is Palm Sunday.  It marks the beginning of Holy Week, the climax of the Lord’s plan 
for saving us from our sins.  He enters Jerusalem like a king, He meets with His disciples at the 

Last Supper and washes their feet like a servant, He goes to the cross an innocent man who 

takes the place of us as criminals… and then He rises again triumphantly on Easter morning, 
having freed us from the power of sin and death.  Beloved, all of this is done so that we might 

spend eternity in glory with Him.  While it glorifies the Lord, while it is the absolute most 

important event in all of human history, it is also something of great difficulty for Jesus.  He will 

sweat blood in the garden.  He will receive beatings and insults and tortures on His way to the 

cross.  He will be nailed to it in our stead, and will bear the sins of the world upon His back, so 

that all who receive His free grace are made holy.  Beloved, the Lord loves us so dearly.  Even as 

we recount what He does for us, as we talk about the betrayal and the sacrifice, the pain and 



the anguish, we shouldn’t lose sight of the fact that the Lord’s ultimate plan for forgiving us of 
our sins is done out of love.  It was always His plan to extend to you and me that forgiveness. 

 

Our readings this morning from John 12 come from just before and just after Palm Sunday.  

Jesus is near Jerusalem, and He knows His time is at hand.  All throughout His ministry He has 

said over and over again “It is not yet my time.”  But once we get into John 12, He states very 
plainly that His time to be glorified has finally come.  It begins with a curious act.  Six days 

before Passover (so that would be the previous Saturday, the day before Palm Sunday by many 

accounts) Jesus is approached by Mary.  This is the same Mary who had just witnessed her 

brother Lazarus being called out of the tomb, and indeed her brother and sister are present for 

this as well.  She takes a vial of extremely costly perfume, and breaks it over Jesus’s feet, wiping 
His feet with her hair.  The cost of the perfume is mentioned as being 300 denarii, that is a 

year’s worth of wages.  This perfume would have been akin to a family heirloom, it would have 
been used very sparingly for important occasions… here Mary breaks it over Jesus’s feet.  Why?  
For her it may have been as an extreme showing of gratitude and worship, since she had just 

witnessed His raise her brother from the dead.  By Jesus’s account though, when accosted by 
Judas Iscariot (who wanted to steal the money, a further proof that he was a scoundrel), is to 

say “Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial.” 

 

When a Jew would die in these days, it was a lengthy and expensive process to lay someone to 

rest.  Expensive perfumes and wrappings would be placed upon the deceased, to slow the smell 

of decay.  It was common to anoint one who had passed, just as Mary had done.  While it was a 

show of devotion and worship on her part, she (likely without knowing it) had anointed Jesus 

for burial as He should have been, with a kingly sum.  Beloved, it is a plain reminder from 

Jesus’s mouth that He is going to die, that this is part of the plan.  He isn’t surprised, He isn’t 
forced, He chooses to go to Jerusalem, to die upon the cross, so that you and I might be 

forgiven.  I’ll say that again, Jesus chooses to go to the cross for you and me.  Why?  Out of love 

for us.  How wonderfully gracious and kind is our Lord! 

 

Jesus continues to plainly tell folks that this is the plan, for Him to die, in verses 20-50.  Just 

listen to what He has to say to Philip.  “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; 

but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  It is rather appropriate, isn’t it, that we talk about this during 

the beginning of planting season.  Jesus uses a wonderful analogy that we can see around us 

right now.  The seed is placed into the ground.  It appears lost, it appears dead, and yet after a 

set time it rises up from the ground and produces a great harvest.  He is proclaiming to the 

people in this analogy that He is going to be placed into the ground too, so that all who call Him 

Lord would be raised up with Him on the last day.  The fruit of the labors of our farmers and 



planters in the spring is that when harvest time comes they are able to reap much.  The fruit of 

Jesus’s labor, going to the cross in our stead, it that His people are forgiven their sins.  This is 
the plan, this is why He has come.  He even says as much.  “Now My soul has become troubled; 

and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour?’  But for this purpose I came to this hour.”  
Again, Jesus is not surprised, nor forced, into this.  He chooses to take our punishment, taking 

our place out of love, so that we might rise up with Him in eternal glory on the last day.  (We 

should note too, that the Lord speaks and tells Him that He will glorify Christ again, even as He 

has already been glorified.  One of only three times where an audible voice from the Lord is 

seen in the Gospels.) 

 

“Now judgement is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.  And I, if I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.”  There it is Beloved.  The plan all along, 
that Jesus is going to be lifted up in sacrifice upon the cross, so that we might be drawn to Him 

forever.  Now the people who are there hearing Him say this, they don’t understand.  They 
think that Jesus is going to establish an everlasting kingdom if He is the Messiah.  They are 

actually half-right.  Jesus does establish an everlasting kingdom, but it is a spiritual one at this 

point.  It is later, when He comes back in glory, that He establishes a new heaven and a new 

earth.  He again tells them that in only a short while He will die, and then He goes and hides 

Himself from the crowd. 

 

For the people who have heard and seen Jesus, many believe, but many also do not.  Even 

many of the rulers believed He was the Messiah, but the Pharisees (all but a few) keep anyone 

from confessing Jesus as Lord.  It is all done in preparation Beloved.  We often look at the final 

week of Jesus’s life and think it is chaos.  It certainly is by our standards.  The great tragedy is 
that many of the same people who hailed Him as king on Palm Sunday, also call for His 

crucifixion that Friday.  But, this isn’t outside of God’s plan.  Everything that happens is chosen 
by Christ, so that we may be forgiven if we receive that forgiveness from Him.  Again, He 

chooses all of this out of love for us, that we may be forgiven of our sins.  Just hear what He has 

to say near the end of the chapter: “I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who 
believes in Me will not remain in darkness.”  That is what it is all about Beloved, His love and 
forgiveness. 

 

So what do we do with this knowledge, then, that all of this was the Lord’s plan from the 
beginning?  What makes this practical and helpful for us, especially since the end of Lent is right 

around the corner?  The first thing, is that we are to live in gratitude.  I think all of us 

understand this on some level, that we are to thank Jesus for going to the cross for us, but lets 

take it deeper.  I might postulate that we often are more thankful to our spouses for doing the 

dishes than we are for our Savior’s sacrifice.  Let’s take a moment to understand that He 



planned our salvation from the beginning, intentionally accomplishing everything, planning it 

out to the minutest detail, so that we would be able to live in joy.  Therefore, let us live in 

gratitude, thanking Him fully.  Secondly, in understanding that this was Jesus’s plan from the 
start, that nothing happened that He did not expect, I would encourage us to take our worship 

over Holy Week deeper by noticing all the little things that He did to fulfill prophecy.  In the 

margins of most of your Bibles there are notes that link things like prophecies and keywords to 

other parts of the Bible.  Take notice of those little things.  It is fascinating just how much Jesus 

accomplishes in this last week, and just how many prophecies He fulfills in the process.  (If you 

need a place to start, read Isaiah 53.  You can’t help but notice how it speaks about Jesus 
there.)  Finally, don’t ever forget that the Lord loves you dearly, enough to die for you.  You are 
dearly Beloved, listened to, cared for, and desired by the One who made you.  We aren’t special 
by our own hand, but by His.  We are to know that we are loved.  Let’s pray. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

 


