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Opening Prayer 

 

What do you value most in life?  What are you unwilling to part with no matter the 
circumstances?  There are the easy answers that most of us would say without 
much thought or hesitation.  “I would leave all for my children.”  “I would leave 
everything for my spouse.”  “I would give everything up for the lives of my 
friends.”  Rightfully so, we value those that we love in our lives more than things.  
Or at least we should.  While we could talk at length about how it is commonplace 
for folks to sacrifice everything for money, or hobbies, or whatever, and how that 
harms our family and friends (and we probably will discuss this someday), the big-
gest and most egregious person that gets buried by everything else… is our Savior. 
 

Lately, my wife and I have been on a journey towards minimalism.  We are by no 
means the sort of people who want to live in absolute sparsity, we have no desire to 
live in a new-age tiny home, or to get rid of everything that we own… but we have 
been on a quest to pare down everything we own to only those things that add val-
ue to our lives.  We want what we have to be a benefit for us and for our daughter 
and especially for the Gospel.  To give you an example of what I mean, my folks 
had found an old tote filled with several remote-control cars from when I was a 
kid.  For a while that tote sat around in the basement, until the other day I finally 
got up the courage to donate the ones that were in good shape and junk the rest.  
Sure, I kept two of the neatest ones for my kids someday, but the vast majority 
were eliminated from our lives because they added no real value.  It does no good 
to be buried by things that don’t add value.  In our spiritual lives, this is also sup-
posed to be the case.  We are called to leave everything at the foot of the cross, so 
that we might serve Him well.  Yet, the reality is that we trade in what is truly im-
portant (our faith, our family, our mission in life, etc.) and instead we hold on to 
too many things.  Things that don’t have eternal value often rule our lives, because 
we like “stuff.” 



 

Our first scripture reading came from the Gospel of Matthew.  In our lead up to 
Lent we have been looking at a number of Jesus’s miracles and teachings in prepa-
ration for the most important season in the church.  These two short parables, giv-
en by Christ, highlight what is worth giving up everything for.  “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and 
from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys the field.  Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.”  Practical 
translation: the kingdom of heaven is worth more than everything we own.  It is 
worth more than our jobs (including your pastor’s… I hope and pray to serve 
Christ well all of my days no matter if it is in the pastoral role or not), it is worth 
more than our savings, it is worth more than our hobbies, it is worth more than our 
anything.  On its face, many would agree to that truth without issue.  “Yes, of 
course eternity is worth more than things.”  But the problem is when we are faced 
with actually giving up something that we value for Christ.  When all of a sudden 
the choice is presented before us to either follow Jesus’s lead, or hold on to things 
that have less value.  The choice is not easy, and as we can see in our main reading 
from Mark, all to often the one presented with it is stuck in what they own. 
 

“As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, 
and asked Him, ‘Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’”  There it 
is, there is the question.  It is one that pokes and prods the backs of our minds all 
our days until we either die or come to a saving faith in Jesus.  Here this fellow 
has asked the right question of the right man, Jesus Himself.  Jesus’s answer is a 
tall order: “You know the commandments, ‘Do not murder, do not commit adul-
tery, do not steal, do not bear false witness, do not defraud, honor your father and 
mother.’”  Essentially, keep the commandments.  We have all fallen short of the 
glory of God, we have all sinned, we are all in need of salvation because we can-
not own up to these.  Jesus’s answer pulls out a truth about this man.  “And he said 
to Him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.’”  Perhaps he had 
done well by human standards.  Perhaps he had done all that was required of him 
in the Levitical Law for the sins he had committed, perhaps he had done his best to 
follow all of the laws… but as we know the Lord requires more than just sacrifices 
and words.  He requires our hearts.   



This man’s problem, if we were to give him the HUGE benefit of the doubt that he 
had adhered to the commandments, was that his heart did not belong to the Lord.  
It belonged to his possessions and wealth.  Jesus’s response gets right to the core, 
and when the man is given the greatest of opportunities… he fails. 
 

“Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, ‘One thing you lack: go 
and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow Me.’  But at these words he was saddened, and he went away 
grieving, for he was one who owned much property.”  I don’t want you to overlook 
that first part Beloved, Jesus loved this man.  He didn’t put the rich man to the task 
on this to harm him, to call him out, or to break him.  That wasn’t the purpose, just 
as it is never the Lord’s purpose to harm when He asks great things of us.  The 
world harms us, our sins harm us, but following the Lord’s calling for our lives (to 
be a missionary wherever we live and whatever we do, whether at Mayo, at the 
mechanic shop, or in Thailand).  The rich man who Jesus loved, was being called 
out of what was holding him back, what was keeping him from eternal life, from 
his true God-given purpose.  His stuff, which for the sake of argument we will as-
sume he had acquired legally and without sin, was still more important to him than 
the greatest calling anyone could ever have.  The last time I preached on this, I not-
ed that the rich man here is called just like Peter, James, John, etc.  But unlike the 
disciples, instead of leaving the things of this world for the kingdom of heaven, he 
walks away sad.   
 

Why is he sad?  Because he knows what he needs to do, but he just cannot do it.  
He can’t give up his land.  He can’t give up his things.  He can’t give up the life he 
is accustomed to living.  Morally and mentally he desires what he knows is eternal, 
but yet he chooses to love his things more than Christ.  If you remember the para-
ble of the sower and the seed, this is the perfect example of the seed that falls 
amongst the thorns and is choked out by the concerns of the world.  This isn’t 
about money by the way, it isn’t about your tithes, it is about the heart.  Ultimately, 
while the rich man may have looked holy from the outside, his heart belonged to 
his things and not to his Lord.  While it would be easy for us to be critical of this 
man, we should recognize that far from being an outlier in America, this is the nor-
mal response to any serious ask that comes from the Lord. 



 

“The disciples were amazed at His words.  But Jesus answered again and said to 
them, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a cam-
el to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God.’”  Before any of us think to ourselves, “I am not rich!” we would do well to 
remember that by virtue of being born America we are amongst the richest one per-
cent of people who have ever lived.  The parsonage my family and I live in is a 
palace compared to how most people in history have lived.  Those of you who 
grew up in modest or poor fashion here in the U.S., who by our standards lived in 
difficulty, still had more than enough to eat most of the time right?  Today there is 
more wealth being tossed around than ever.  We have enough food, clean water, 
opulent living, etc.  While we are not in league with celebrities or politicians, we 
most certainly are rich.  We have far more than we need.  This is part of the reason 
why, by the way, we see so many who have walked away from the church.  Our 
hobbies and our collections and our stuff that we have in abundance has become 
our curse in America.  It is hard for the rich to enter the kingdom of God, for they 
have to give up much in His service.  For those who are given much, much is ex-
pected.  The Lord may not ask for us to sell all we have as He did with the rich 
man, but He definitely expects that what we have will be used in service of His 
glory.  He doesn’t need our things to accomplish His will.  What He really desires 
is our hearts, and for the rich like us who have much to hold on to, it is hard to give 
up our things, so that is why that is often part of His calling.  Harder than trying to 
shove a camel through the eye of a needle.  The disciples, understanding that if it is 
this difficult for someone to enter heaven, ask “Then who can be saved?”  In what 
should become a memory verse for all of us, Jesus replies “With people it is im-
possible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.”  Beloved, even 
the rich can be saved by God’s hand. We will come back to that in a bit, particular-
ly to focus on why we should give up such things and heed God’s call and what to 
expect in doing so, but I want us first to turn to our final scripture reading out of 
Revelation so that we can see how to avoid missing the mark first, to avoid running 
down the path away from the Lord.   



 

In Revelation 2:1-4 the Lord speaks a short word to the church in Ephesus 
through the Apostle John.  “I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, 
and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call 
themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; and you 
have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown 
weary.”  Long story short: you have done well church of Ephesus in many of 
your actions.  But then the Lord continues: “But I have this against you, that you 
have left your first love.”  Sound familiar?  It is the same as the rich young ruler 
who had (at least in his own mind) done everything right… but his first love was 
not the Lord.  Beloved, if we take an honest look at our lives, and you see that 
the Lord is second place to something else, then the way we return to the Lord is 
to return to our first love.   
 

Is there anything that you have that is worth more to you than your faith?  If so, 
turn it over to God in prayer, and perhaps physically.  Do you love your hobbies, 
your money, your entertainment, your comfort, etc. more than the Lord?  Then 
the Lord is not your first love, and you are in danger spiritually.  If it is a hobby 
that is holding you back, try taking time away from it and give that time in ser-
vice to Christ.  Use that time to join a small group, or an outreach, or help with 
the Youth Group, or even just devote that time in prayer.  If it is your money or 
your job or your possessions, try giving some of them up.  Donate a few of your 
things to others, put a little more of your money towards furthering Christ’s king-
dom.  That could be in supporting the church (the reason to support your local 
church is because we are a missionary community here in Dodge County, no oth-
er group outside of the church cares about one’s eternity), or it could be in giving 
to one in need, whatever.  If it is your job that eats all of your time and your ef-
fort in a way that puts it above your faith, try working a little less and give that 
time back to your family and to the Father.  (Maybe even to you yourself… you 
are commanded to take a Sabbath Beloved.)  The purpose in this is not to make 
any of us feel guilty that we have more than we need, that we work more than 
you should for more money than we need, or that we have valued a hobby above 
going to church.  The purpose is to push all of us back to what is supposed to be 
our first love, the Lord in whom we trust, in whom we find our purpose.  It is a 
lifelong fight to stay on track Beloved, and we are never to young or to old to 
think this way.   
 



 

To speak frankly, no one sits on their deathbed and wishes that they had more of 
what kept the rich young ruler away from Christ.  Everyone looks back on their 
life and says the same things: “I wish I would have spent more time at home with 
my family.”  “I wish I would have done more significant things with my life.”  Be-
loved, lets value together what is really important.  Let’s focus together on the 
Lord, our families, and our callings.  There is no better time to start than now, with 
Lent right around the corner, and just as no one ever regrets exercise or eating 
healthy, no one ever regrets following Christ’s call.  Lets pray. 
 

Closing Prayer 

 


