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Opening Prayer

There is a gap, Beloved, between our Lord and us. The gap that
separates us, is sin. God, in all of His glory, in all of His holiness,
cannot tolerate the willful disobedience and evil of sin. Throughout
scripture, therefore, whenever the Lord reveals His glory there has to be
some kind of veil or barrier, lest the sinful human who is there die. Yet
God's glory, the full communion with our Creator, is the thing we need
the most. It is the greatest plight in human history, the most important
obstacle and hurdle for us, to cross that gap. Our eternal destiny rests
upon crossing that gap, on reaching across to the other side ... yet
woefully we are inadequate to do so on our own. Held guilty to our sin
by God's perfect Law, held guilty by His perfect judgement and usually
also (if we are honest) by our own admission that that we have sinned,
we cannot reach the Lord on our own. The wages of sin are death, in
eternity in hell. We cannot fix it. Who will save us? Who will cross
that gap, bridge the divide, reach over and pull us out of the mire that we
have ensconced ourselves in? Who will pay our penalty, giving us hope
in this life and the next? Who will pay our debt of death so that we may
enjoy life both here and in eternity? Beloved, only one who is perfect
and holy and fully glorious could accomplish such a feat out of mercy
and love. So enters our Savior, Jesus the Christ.

The main reading for this morning, out of Matthew 17, tells plainly of all
of what I just spoke to you. Jesus, coming here to be delivered over for
the sake of our souls, rising again on the third day in victory over death,
and having no sin in Him, is not just a special man. No special person,
no matter how great by human standards, is perfect. Only the Lord
Himself, veiled in human flesh, can take away the sins of the world. The



Transfiguration upon the mountain, is the revelation of this truth to
Peter, James, and John. The Transfiguration is the revealing of Christ's
true glory ... the revelation that He is fully God as well as fully man.

To help us understand The Transfiguration, we looked first back on the
two other people who are mentioned on being on the mountaintop,
Moses and Elijah. They are the greatest prophets in the Old Testament,
universally acknowledged as the greatest of men, the closest to the Lord,
His most faithful servants. Yet as we can see in our readings, even for
they there was an enormous gap that needed to be crossed by the Lord
Himself for their salvation. Moses (who actually has a few incredibly
profound encounters with God), famously encounters the Lord in
Exodus 3:1-6 at the burning bush. Moses, who is out pasturing a flock
for his father in law, who at the time is a fugitive in a foreign land, sees
this miraculous sight of a burning bush that is not being affected by the
flames. As He goes to look, God calls out to Him from the burning
bush. He tells Moses to take off his sandals, for he is standing on holy
ground. It is at this moment that Moses realizes that he is talking with
the Lord, and the burning bush is a sign of God's glory. Moses's
response to this revelation? He hides his face, recognizing that for any
sinful mortal to look upon God's glory, it is death. That great gap exists
even for Moses. While covering his face and rightfully fearing to look
upon the Lord, God then gives Moses the message that He has plans for
him, to use him to free the Israelites from the Egyptians. Moses changes
at this point, after seeing (in veiled fashion) the Lord's glory, and from
here on he becomes the prophet that we know him to be. He goes on to
be God's instrument to free the Israelites from the Egyptians, and he is
their prophet and leader until his death. Elijah too like Moses, in
response to the Lord's glory (even though it is veiled) is changed and
empowered.



Elijah has a similar encounter in 1st Kings 19:11-13, when the Lord
appears to him not in a great wind, not in an earthquake, not in a fire, but
in a gentle breeze. Elijah, who was already a great prophet, is driven
into the wilderness to escape from the persecution that his own people
have placed upon him. He is at wits end, thinking that the Lord has
abandoned both him and Israel. Yet, when Elijah is in the cave and he
hears the Lord's coming, everything changes. When Elijah hears the
gentle blowing, he hides his face in his cloak so he cannot see the Lord,
just as Moses hid his. That gap between sinner and the Lord still exists.
For to see the Lord in all of His glory is to die as a sinful man. If you
were to keep reading you would see that in this revelation of the Lord to
Elijah, and his words to him, that Elijah's ministry is very much
changed. After the Lord reveals Himself to Elijah, there are a great
number of miraculous things that he then goes on to do. There are clues
to be found in both of these encounters Beloved, about how glorious the
Lord really is, and they set the stage for Christ's revealing of His glory
on the mountain to the three disciples.

Jumping ahead to Matthew 17, where Jesus reveals His glory to His
closest disciples, there is plenty that has happened in the lead up to this
miraculous event. In the accounts of the three synoptic Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke), Jesus has done much by this point. The end
game of the crucifixion and resurrection is starting to come into focus.
John the Baptist, the forerunner for Christ, has been beheaded. Some of
Jesus's most iconic moments have come to pass, such as the feeding of
the five thousand, His walking on water, the teachings of the Beatitudes,
etc. Perhaps the most important thing in the lead up to the
Transfiguration though, is that just before it happens Peter confesses to
Jesus that he believes Jesus is the "Son of the Living God." Shortly
after, about a week, Jesus then departs with Peter and James and John to
the top of this tall mountain with the purpose being the revealing of His
glory. Peter's belief will be shown to be true.



"Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his
brother, and led them up on a high mountain by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His
garments became as white as light." In Mark's account it is noted that
Jesus's clothes became "whiter than any launderer could make them."
Additionally, it is noted in Luke's account that the three disciples are
overcome with sleep when this happens, and that they then awaken to
see Jesus talking with Elijah and Moses. (Some folks take this
translation to mean they basically were put in a coma to protect
themselves from being destroyed by Christ's full glory.) Peter, in his
astonishment, says without thinking "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if
You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah." Before he can even finish speaking the
sentence (which implied that he thought Jesus was on the same plane as
Moses and Elijah, when in fact He is infinitely greater) the Lord speaks
familiar words from heaven. "My beloved Son, with whom I am well-
pleased; listen to Him!" It is the same as what these very same men
heard at Jesus's baptism from the Lord. At the Lord's words, something
else familiar happens ... the disciples fall face down and are terrified. It
is exactly the same as what happened with Moses and Elijah. The three
finally understand that they are in the presence of God Himself, veiled in
human flesh. His glory is revealed, and His power shown, Jesus then
picks the three disciples up, dusts them off, and tells them to not be
afraid, and that they should wait until after He has risen from the dead to
tell anyone about what they had just witnessed. Then the four of them
go back down the mountain and rejoin the others, Jesus heals a
possessed boy, and then tells all of the disciples what is going to happen
with His crucifixion, and the disciples are understandably grieved. It all
is leading up to Jesus's eventually crucifixion and resurrection, the
salvation of all sinners. While the disciples wouldn't understand it until
after He rose from the dead, Jesus crosses that gap and makes a way for



them and for us. He crosses that gap, pays that penalty, pays that debt,
so that sinful man can be redeemed and thus enter into God's presence.

It is an amazing account isn't it? It has strong parallels to every other
account of the Lord revealing Himself in scripture. (That isn't ever done
by accident!) The light, the fear, the covering of one's face so as to not
die, it is all done the same way. But, you may ask, what is the point?
What is the purpose of Jesus doing this amazing thing with these three
people? While there are lots of reasons, I would have you notice at least
this one today. Jesus does this to prepare these three disciples for what
will come next. Any revelation of God's glory is done with a purpose
and a plan after all, and while all who are redeemed by Christ will one
day enter heaven and be with God in His full glory, there three have
important things to do while they are still here on earth.

For their part, James, John, and Peter will have an extraordinary impact
on the early church. While all twelve of the disciples are important and
special, these three are perhaps even more so. In Acts 12, James is put
to death in Jerusalem. He is the first of the disciples to die for the faith,
and the only one who's death is specifically mentioned in scripture.
(Peter's and Paul's are both heavily implied, as well as the other
disciples.) He is martyred for the Gospel, and by his death solidifies to
the early church that he and the other disciples really did believe what
they preached. John, James's brother, is also heavily persecuted. He is
exiled to Patmos, where he writes one of the four Gospels, as well as
three short pastoral letters bearing his name and the book of Revelation.
He is the last to die of the twelve disciples, and he is in league of
importance to the early church with folks like Paul and Peter. Finally,
Peter, perhaps the leader and most distinguished of the disciples by the
time of the Transfiguration, has much in store for him as well. Peter is
likely the one who Mark used as his source for that Gospel, and is
postulated to be the source for things like this where only a few disciples



were present in Matthew's and Luke's accounts. He also writes two
pastoral letters, one of which we had our last reading from. If you want
to see the impact that God's revelation had on Peter and how it played
into his role in the church, his words out of 2nd Peter make it clear.

"For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He received honor and glory
from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made by the Majestic
Glory, 'This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased' ... and
we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with
Him on the holy mountain." Translation: The Transfiguration changed
our understanding of Jesus. It was at that moment that we three
understood that He wasn't just a great prophet who was the Messiah ...
He was God in human flesh who had come to dwell amongst us, to save
us from our sins. Out of all the things Peter saw and heard, this is the
example he shares at the end of his life to encourage others. Much like
Moses, Elijah, James, and John, Peter's encounter with Christ's glory
propelled him and undergirded his ministry going forward. While he
was never perfect, and even struggled at times, this changed him. Even
at the end of his life, when he was about to be killed for the Gospel
something like thirty to fifty years later, Peter's example for how he was
an eyewitness to Jesus's glory is the Transfiguration ... when Jesus was
announced as God's beloved Son in his presence.

Beloved, The Transfiguration should playa role in our day too. Looking
at these three disciples and the two prophets before them, their lives
were changed when they had a revelation of the Lord's glory. With
Jesus's death and resurrection, we are given direct access to that same
glory. The Lord, who is all powerful, who is all mighty, who has
created the heavens and the earth, who's glory is so magnificent that it
cannot even be fully viewed by mortal, sinful man lest he die ... is fully



revealed to us in Jesus. It is revealed in Jesus's life, which was lived
perfectly. It is revealed in Jesus's ministry, filled with miracles and
teachings that ooze perfection. It is revealed in His death upon the cross,
the ultimate showing of mercy and grace by becoming our payment for
sin. It is revealed in His resurrection, the proof that death has no sway
over the Almighty, and the subsequent proof that our faith is well placed
in Jesus the Christ. That gap between sinful man who has no hope and
eternal glorious God is crossed by Jesus Beloved. The glory that is
revealed in part to Moses and Elijah that is so incredibly powerful and
frightening that they dare not look upon the Lord, is fully present in
Jesus who loves you and paid the penalty for you. The glory that is
revealed to the three disciples upon the mountain is recounted in the
Gospels for us as a reminder that the propitiation, the payment, for our
sins was paid by no less that perfect Lord in human flesh so that we may
enter into heaven and His glory.

Beloved, as we close today, I would have you leave here pondering this:
have you been changed by the revelation of Christ's glory? Your sins, if
you have given your life to Jesus, have been extinguished by His blood.
Your debts, they are paid for by the Holy and Glorious One who went to
the cross in your stead. That gap has been crossed by Jesus Himself so
that we may live in eternity with the Glorious and Heavenly Father.
Beloved, I pray that we would live as changed men and women,
thanking the Father every step of the way for the revelation of His glory
to us and the eternity that has mercifully been given to us via His son,
Jesus the Christ. Let us pray.

Closing Prayer


