
“New Wine for New Wineskins” 

It is that time of the year, where we think about the old and the new.  Depending on your view, the new 

or the old is preferable.  If you have been around the block a few times, you might think that growing up 

in the fifties was better than growing up now.  If you are young, you may like the new movies more than 

the old ones, or the new sports icons more than the ones from yesteryear.  We could have endless 

arguments about the evils or benefits of social media, the miracles of modern medicine compared 

against the issues with modern medical care, or even the excitement of football in the sixties versus the 

realities of CTE.  We could go on endlessly about how things have changed, for better or worse.  If we 

are honest though, it usually is a combination of both.  The past, the present, and the future are all 

inseparably linked, and whether we like it or not, change always comes.  There is always something 

“new.”  At no other time in the year do we feel that quite like we do now. 

 

There is something about the word “new” that either makes us jump for joy, or recoil in disgust right?  
That word, “new,” marks a change.  A new addition to family denotes the change that comes from a 
marriage or a birth.  A new phase in life usually denotes a negative change that comes from age or 

illness.  Change, is a part of life.  New things arise, old things slowly pass, and life moves on.  That being 

said, there is no new without the old.  There is hope and joy to be found in that truth, especially in our 

lives as Christians.  While the rest of the world tends to mourn the passing of time or overly celebrate 

the new at the expense of the old, in the church we recognize that the saints of old build into the saints 

of today and tomorrow.  Furthermore, we recognize that the words of the Lord are eternal, the joy that 

we hold is eternal, and the place we reside after we leave this world is itself eternal.  The old builds into 

the new, and while you don’t put new wine into old wineskins, that doesn’t mean that the old is not 
applicable anymore.  All of the Lord’s words are important, and whether old or new they have a part to 
play going forward.  In 2022, the prayer would be that we would recognize this, and that we would find 

our fulfillment in the Lord. 

 

In scripture there is this interesting change that happens with Christ.  With His birth we mark the 

beginning of the New Testament.  With His death and resurrection, we move from an old Levitical 

system of sacrifices to a new system of following Christ and sharing His words of hope to all.  We may 

think that this movement from the old to the new means that the new is better, or for some it may 

mean that we should mourn the loss of what was there before.  Jesus reminds us though, that even as 

things change, the same Lord is still in control.  The old doesn’t disappear or not apply, it just gets 
fulfilled. 

 

In Matthew 5:13-20 Jesus addresses His disciples directly.  He has just called them, they have heard Him 

preach His first major teaching on the beatitudes, and they are in the middle of hearing His sermon on 

the mount.  When He addresses them, He begins by telling them some truths about themselves, 

warning them against losing what they are hearting.  “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has 
become tasteless, how can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be 

thrown out and trampled under foot by men.”  For the next several verses He continues this imperative, 



telling them that they are called to something special, to something new, and that they shouldn’t revert 
back to their old ways.  They are called by the Messiah Himself, they can’t turn back.  If you know the 
history of the disciples, they were expecting that Jesus would reestablish the Israelite kingdom of old, 

and that He would rule from that throne with them as His right-hand men.  That wasn’t to be the case, 
though, as Christ came to establish His heavenly kingdom first, being the sacrifice for our sins upon the 

cross.  There is a hint to this, that Jesus is not going to do what the expect, when He abruptly switches 

from talking about how they are something special to telling them that the old still matters. 

 

“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  For 
truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the 

Law until all is accomplished.  Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and 

teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and 

teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”  What a sudden change!  Jesus had 
just been talking about all the new things, He had been building up His new followers, and then it seems 

He makes a 180 degree turn back to speaking on the ways of old.  The point that is being conveyed, to 

all who listen but especially to the disciples, is that the stuff of old is not to be thrown in the garbage.  

The commandments, the laws, the teachings, all are important still because they are spoken by the 

same Lord.  In fact, over the next couple of chapters, Jesus will build upon this by talking about the 

commandments and how they are to be held to in a way that is pleasing to the Lord.  Despite what the 

disciples might want, despite what a lot of people may have wanted, Jesus did not come to get rid of the 

old, but to fulfill it, to make it right, to accomplish what the Lord had in mind all along.  The reason He 

tells the disciples this, is because they are going to be the ones going forward after He is gone.  They 

need to know that they are the ones who will be spreading His word, and that it isn’t something new 
entirely, but that fulfillment of the old.  Here, a day after we began 2022, there is words of truth in this 

for us as well. 

 

There is this thought, for whatever reason, that seems to pervade our world about becoming a Christian.  

There is this thought that to be close to Christ, to be a better Christian, comes with the deletion of what 

makes us, us.  It is true that we are called to morality, and that our old sinful lives should pass away as 

we follow Jesus, but that isn’t what defines us in the eyes of our Lord Beloved.  What makes you really 
you, your personality and your likes, the soul of you, is enhanced by getting closer to Jesus.  Speaking of 

salt and light, they reveal what is already there.  Adding salt to your food enhances flavor.  Bathing 

something in light shows what it really is.  Becoming a Christian, and following the Lord closer, doesn’t 
wreck you but instead reveals you.  Just as Jesus did not come to destroy what was proclaimed in the 

Old Testament, but instead to fulfill it, so too He comes into our lives not to destroy us but to fulfill us. 

 

In Matthew 9 Jesus is in the middle of His ministry.  He is doing great miracles, teaching the parables 

that we all know, and preparing the way for Him to go to the cross in our stead.  (Which is the fulfillment 

of His ministry for the record.)  Persecution is coming, and opposition to Jesus is mounting mightily.  He 

actually had just been kicked out of a region for casting out demons (think about that, kicked out for 

doing good… it’s a theme in Jesus’s ministry) and Jesus then arrives in His own home city.  The words 



Jesus speaks in His own home town, in Nazareth, are going to lead folks towards fulfilment, if they but 

listen to Him. 

 

The first thing He does is heal a paralyzed man after forgiving His sins.  The Pharisees especially looked 

at His words and called it blasphemous, completely ignoring the miracle that Jesus performs that backs 

up His claims.  Then He does something even more crazy, in daring to call tax collectors and sinners (like 

the disciple Matthew!) into the kingdom.  He demands repentance, but the Pharisees don’t care, they 
think those folks should suffer for their unrighteousness.  Jesus’s response there is “It is not those who 
are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick.  But go and learn what this means: I desire 

compassion, and not sacrifice, for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  Think about how 
Jesus’s actions here lend themselves towards fulfilment in purpose.  The paralytic is healed in body, and 
the formerly evil tax collector Matthew, is healed in spirit.  It is at this point that we then come to the 

highlight of our sermon today, finally.  The discussion on wine and wineskins, and the understanding of 

fulfillment. 

 

The disciples of John (the Baptist) come to Jesus and ask about fasting.  Jesus gives them the example 

that you don’t fast during the wedding when the bridegroom is present, but only once he has been 

taken away.  He tells them that the day will come when the bridegroom (referencing Himself after the 

crucifixion) will not be present.  And then He tells them this curious parable about old garments with 

new cloth, and new wine in old wineskins.  “But no one puts a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old 
garment; for the patch pulls away form the garment, and a worse tear results.  Nor do people put new 

wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wineskins burst, and the wine pours out and the wineskins are 

ruined; but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved.”  The point here to the 
disciples of John the Baptist would be that the Old Testament Law would not fit perfectly into the new 

covenant.  Think about things like circumcision, Jewish ritual eating laws, animal sacrifice, etc., and how 

Jesus fulfills those requirements so that we don’t have to do some of those things anymore.  Yet the 
core is preserved right?  The Ten Commandments are not abolished, they are preserved and enhanced, 

the promise of salvation is not gone, but fulfilled, etc.  There is a major application for us today, Beloved, 

as we enter a new year. 

 

As we enter a new year, the prayer is that we would be seeking fulfillment first and foremost in Christ.  If 

you have never taken that step to really get close to your Lord, if you have been on the fence or if you 

haven’t made a commitment to Him, then we encourage you to take the plunge.  No one ever regrets 
eternal salvation, hope eternal, and the fulfillment of their life’s purpose… all those things only come 
with Jesus.  The second thing is, if you have been walking with Christ, if you have already made that 

commitment, know that you don’t have to try to shove old wine into new wineskins.  The things that 

made yesteryear great, the ministries you were called to and the things that you were blessed to be a 

part of in service to the Lord, they may or may not be a part of His plans for this year.  We are given the 

freedom to continue if He calls us to it, but we are also given the freedom to follow Him in new ways.  If 

the Lord is calling you to something new this year, take that plunge.  What do you have to lose?  If He is 

calling you to a new ministry, a new emphasis, then it is ok to let go of the old one for someone else to 



take up.  New wine goes into new wineskins, and it isn’t the abolishment of what came before, it is the 
fulfillment of it.  Beloved, have a wonderful 2022, know that your church is here to encourage you in all 

of this, and that you are well prayed for.  Let us pray, 


