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Opening Prayer 
Promises, Beloved, only mean something if they are kept. We can 

probably all think of both sides of that truth. When a promise was not 
kept, especially when it relates to someone we really trust, there is the 

greatest of hurts. A promise to finally get a certain chore done but it is 

not, a promise to visit that isn’t kept, a marriage vow broken, from the 

smallest to the largest promises, we all know the pain that comes with 

them not being kept. More positively, we also know the joy of a 

promise kept in honor. The spouse that gets the taxes done like they 

promised, the friend that delivers on a much-needed help that they 

promised, a promise kept by one’s parents when we were children, these 

things resonate with us for forever. Beloved, how we view each other is 

often shaped by how another has kept, or not kept, their promises. This 

extends not only to our person to person relationships, but even more 

importantly to our relationship with our Lord. Has the Lord kept His 

promises? Has He faltered? Depending on our understanding, it 
certainly dictates how we view Him doesn’t it? Beloved, we are led into 

believing sometimes that there are things promised to us that are not 
(like that our lives will be easy if we follow Christ just as an example), 
and sometimes we forget the good that has been promised to us by 

God’s own hand… but we haven’t experienced it yet. The greatest of all 
promises from the Lord, one that extends throughout all of scripture and 

into our lives today, is the one that we celebrate during the season of 
Advent leading up to Christmas… that is the promise of “Emmanuel.” 
“God with us.” 



Going back to the first book of the Bible, we can see the beginnings (the 

Genesis if you will) of this great promise, the promise of the Lord with 

us. Starting in Genesis 3:15, we read about what the Lord spoke to 

Satan immediately after sin entered the world. “And I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He 

shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel.” 
Beloved, Jesus entering the world and taking our sin and rising again on 

the third day was always the plan. The offspring of Adam and Eve, 
Jesus, would crush Satan’s head (by taking away the sins of those who 

follow Him) and in the process would be bruised upon the heel (meaning 

being crucified). This plan for redemption existed right away, and it is 

not too much later in scripture that we see the Lord make the promise to 

Abraham that is outlined in in Genesis 3:15. The promise to make right 
that which was corrupted. 
Moving forward to Genesis 12:1-3 the Lord makes a bold statement to 

Abraham, the father of the Jews. He promises “Go forth from your 
country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the 

land which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I 
will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a 

blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the ones who curse 

you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be 

blessed.” This promise, to make Abraham into a great nation, to bless 

all the families of the world through his progeny, is a serious one.  



The Lord, if He really is all good, all just, all holy, and all mighty, then He 

cannot break a promise He makes. To do so would be to go against His 

nature. So for God to make such a promise, He has to keep it. Of 
course, if you were to hear this promise in Abraham’s day, the thought 
you may have would be something a bit different from what the Lord 

had in mind. One would think of Abraham himself being made a king, 
or that his son would be made a king, or that eventually one of his 

offspring would be made a king, who would conquer the world. But that  
isn’t the case. The timeline isn’t that short, and the plans to “bless the 

whole earth” aren’t fulfilled in an earthly king ruling in an earthly 

manner. That promise is made, and the promise is kept, just not in 

Abraham’s lifetime, and it is so much grander than what any human 

could have imagined. What God promises He fulfills, and He does so 

spectacularly. The promise to amend that which sin destroyed, the 

promise to bless the whole world through Abraham’s offspring, those do 

in time come to be. 
Jumping ahead in time, this promise to bless the whole world through 

Abraham is fleshed out a little more in words spoken to King David in 

2nd Samuel 7:12-12. The Lord speaks to King David, who is Himself 
one of Abraham’s decedents, and tells Him that the great promise to 

bless his nation and to bless the whole world through him, is still in play. 
The Lord says to David, a man after His own heart, “When you days are 

complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your 
descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish 

his kingdom. eternal. Indeed, just as the Lord states, King David eventually 
dies and 



He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish 

the throne of his kingdom forever.” To connect the dots for you if you 

have never made this connection before, Jesus is know as “The Son of 
David” throughout the gospels for a reason. It is a harkening back to 

this promise, a continuation of the promise given to David and to his 

direct ancestor Abraham. In 2nd Samuel the Lord clarifies for David, 
and also for us, that the promise of this blessing will be seen in an 

ancestor… and that it will be fulfilled after David’s death. Perhaps most 
telling though, is the final phrase we read, “And I will establish the 

throne of his kingdom forever.” The promise given to Abraham has not 
been broken, it is just being fulfilled in God’s time and according to 

God’s will. It is being expanded and clarified and spelled out along the 

way. This blessing, the good news of the crushing of sin, is not just 
temporary, but eternal… and the one who fulfills this promise is Himself 
lies with his fathers… but the promise does not die, and the thread 

continues. 
Jumping ahead to Isaiah 7:10-16, we get to a scripture verse that is 

hopefully familiar to us around this time of year. Isaiah 7:14 reads 

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall 
be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Emmanuel.” 
The continuation of the promise, the promise the Lord made to Abraham 

to bless the whole world, is seen in Emmanuel… in “God with us.” In 

reading the surrounding verses of Isaiah 7, verses 10-16, you see that the 

continuation of this promise is couched in a way that gives hope to the 

people of Israel.  



A king, a descendent of Abraham and a descendant of 
David, is asked by the Lord to receive a sign that the Lord will deliver 
his kingdom from their enemies. King Ahaz refuses, and the Lord states 

that the sign is that by the time Emmanuel is old enough to know good 

and evil, that the enemies of Israel at the time will be destroyed. That 
promise is kept too, and by the time Jesus is born these two kingdoms 

who were attacking Israel, Syria and Ephraim, were both out of the 

picture. While the fulfillment of the promise didn’t happen here, the 

Lord gives a further sign showing that the promise was still valid. 
That’s important to note Beloved, the Lord doesn’t leave His people be 

even as they are going through difficulties (fighting and war and fears of 
abandonment) but instead reminds them that His promise is still valid. 
A promise which now is clarified as not only taking away sin’s power, 
not only is going to bless the whole world, not only is the one who is 

going to do this going to establish an eternal kingdom, but even more 

spectacularly the Savior is going to be God in human flesh. He will be 

“Emmanuel,” and His arrival will be marked by a very understandable 

and undeniable sign… that He will be born of a virgin. 
“She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 

His people from their sins. Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall be with 

child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, 
which translated means, ‘God with us.’… she gave birth to a Son; and he 

called His name Jesus.” Matthew 1:18-25, our Advent reading for 
today, is the fulfillment of the promise Beloved.  



The promise that the 

Lord gave all those years ago to crush sin, to bless the whole world 

through Abraham’s offspring, to make Him an everlasting king… and 

that the Savior who would do all this would be the Lord with us, God in 

human flesh, Jesus the Christ. Our final reading from John 1:1-4 ties 

this all together Beloved, putting a definitive stamp on the One who 

accomplishes this promise. “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him 

nothing came into being that has come into being. In Him was life, and 

the life was the Light of men. The Light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overpower it.” Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of a 

great promise that the Lord made all the way back at the start, a promise 

which Jesus Himself was present for and was intimately involved in. A 

promised that is fulfilled when “Emmanuel” accomplishes everything 

upon the cross. 
This Christmas season as we celebrate the coming of Jesus, I would 

encourage you to not forget the promise that underlies His coming. We 

celebrate Jesus’s birth joyfully, and rightfully so, because it is the 

fulfillment of the greatest promise in history. Beloved, God keeps His 

promises, and none more important than this, “Emmanuel.” Let’s pray. 
Closing Prayer 


