
Good Morning Beloved, and welcome back to worship.  We are nearly at the end of our months long 

journey through the book of 1st Corinthians.  We have intentionally been working our way through this 

text because it speaks to us very much today.  The cultural climate, the temptations, the discord, all of 

the things that these Christians were facing two thousand years ago still exist and still affect us now in 

2021.  As we approach the end of this scripture, we now today get into the absolute climax of Paul’s 
message to this church… and to us.  Namely we are now talking about why everything that Paul writes to 
this church matters, and why our morality and our love for fellow church members is so important.  It 

comes back to sowing the imperishable seed, the striving for eternal salvation.  But first, appropriately, a 

recap on the things we have covered on our way here, so we can appreciate the journey before focusing 

on the end. 

 

The Corinthian church, as you may remember, was established under Paul’s tutelage on one of his first 
missionary journeys.  It was the place he spent the most time out of any church, as far as we know, and 

thus these Christians that he writes to he knows.  The Corinthian church was a mixture of Greeks and 

Jews who had come to Christ, and Paul addresses throughout this letter a whole host of their struggles 

and failings with the hope of leading them back to the right path.  He addressed their apathy towards 

sin, their slow perversion of God’s teachings, the reality of the struggles they faced in the world, how 
they were to deal with each other in a Christlike fashion, and how they were to desire love above all 

else.  Finally, last week we started into this conversation about why everything he was writing to the 

about was important.  It all has to do with their salvation, their enduring hope, Jesus’s resurrection and 
the teachings that accompany it.  Today we delve deeper into that, because it is the most important 

thing for us ever.  We sow an imperishable seed that will never die when we cling to Christ. 

 

We ended last week with how our hope is alive, how our faith is the most important thing, because 

Christ has been raised from the dead.  Jesus’s resurrection sets the stage for what we can expect if we 

trust in Him, I.E. that we too will be raised from the dead on the last day.  “But each in his own order:  
Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He 
hands over the kingdom to God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.”  
It is important for us to recognize that death is a perishable thing, it does not last, it is NOT eternal.  We 

usually take it for granted, but in moments of weakness or great struggle we are often tempted to 

wonder if death is all that awaits us… eternal slumber and blackness.  The answer is definitively no, “The 
last enemy that will be abolished is death.”  In this life death has not yet been abolished, not yet 

overthrown, until Christ returns.  But when He does return He will cast death into the lake of fire. (Rev. 

21)  That perishable and non-eternal thing will be devoured along with all of the other non-eternal 

things.  This world, sin, and those who do not recognize Christ as Savior will likewise meet their never-

ending end in hell. 

 

To take a pause on our walk through 1st Corinthians, this talk about eternity and what to expect always 

comes with the question of “When will Jesus come back?”  We are told that we will not know the day or 

the hour (Matthew 24:36), but we are told in our reading from Matthew 24:1-14 (and really that entire 

chapter) about the signs that show we are approaching it.  Jesus speaks these words in Matthew 24 



while He is in Jerusalem for the last time, shortly before He is to be crucified.  He gives the accurate 

prophecy of the temple’s destruction and the despersment of the Jews (which happens in 70AD) in 
verse three, and then He answers the following question the disciples have about His return.  “See to it 
that no one misleads you.  For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead 
many.  You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars.  See that you are not frightened, for those things 

must take place, but that is not yet the end.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.  But these things are merely the 

beginning of birth pangs.”  We have seen a lot of that haven’t we Beloved?  Jesus continues with lots of 

other things that we have seen in Christians being hated by all nations, many falling away, betrayal by 

fellow “Christian” hands, false prophets, an increase in lawlessness, love growing cold, and the 
continued preaching of the gospel to the whole world.  Indeed, these things have been happening for 

centuries you might argue, and that is exactly the point.  Beloved, when you turn on your television and 

see the great evil in this world, when you hear about it in your families, when you experience it in your 

own lives, don’t be disturbed or dissuaded.  It is a reminder that Jesus is going to return.  We don’t know 
if it is tomorrow, or a century, or longer from now, but all of these things that Jesus speaks about are to 

be reminders that He will return.  They are reminders that the world is evil.  They are reminders that this 

world is not all there is, that it does not last, and that God’s judgement is coming… much to our joy and 
to evil’s destruction.  This is an important reminder for us as we talk about the truth in 1st Corinthians, 

because it is things like this that the world will throw in your face the second you leave service today, to 

try and dissuade you.  But take heart, for as Jesus has said, “I have overcome the world.”  (John 16:33) 

 

Getting back to what Paul is preaching in 1st Corinthians 15 about the lives we are to lead, this is 

imminently important, because it dictates our lives Beloved.  You do not live for the here and now, but 

for eternity.  “Why are we also in danger every hour?  I affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which I 

have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.  If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, 

what does it profit me?  If the dead are not raised, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.’”  (Paul 
mentions Ephesus because there he found himself in great persecution by the people, who he mentions 

as wild beasts.)  His point is, why suffer and struggle and push to be closer to the Lord each day?  Why 

bother to do all of these hard things that Christ commands?  Because they lead to life, Beloved!  Eternal 

Life!  This is why Paul says “Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning…”  Don’t do the things 
that result in death, that result in sin, that harm, and instead engage in that which produces eternal life.  

That being said, there is always the remaining question about why we as Christians have to die physically 

if we are saved through Jesus’s blood.  It is a good question, and while Paul doesn’t answer every aspect 
of it here, he does (by God’s inspiration) give us some things to ponder. 

 

“But someone will say, ‘How are the dead raised?  And with what kind of body do they come?’  You fool!  
That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies; and that which you sow, you do not sow the 

body which is to be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of something else.  But God gives it a body 

just as He wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its own.”  There clearly was a struggle in the 
Corinthian church about understanding the resurrection of the dead.  It is one that we struggle with too 

sometimes right?  The example that is used here to help us understand how this earthly death and 

eternal life work, is that of planting and harvesting.  It is very similar to the parable Jesus uses in the 



famous “Parable of the Sower,” where a seed that is planted dies and produces a great harvest.  It is no 
accident that we are talking about harvesting now, during harvest, by the way.  Any farmer worth their 

salt (especially you farmers who predate all of the Monsanto stuff) knows that you have to hold back 

some of the harvest to plant further.  You take those kernels of corn, or grains of wheat, or whatever 

and you have to essentially sacrifice them into the ground in order for something greater to be 

produced.  If you aren’t into farming metaphors, you could instead think about “sowing a seed” into 
your Roth IRA or your 401K.  You sacrifice some of your money, money which you could use on 

something else here and now, for the much greater benefit down the line.  Beloved, this is the case with 

our earthly time here.  We are not fools to give our lives to Christ here and now, to sacrifice our time 

and our efforts and our sins to Him, because the reward later is so much greater.  I am sure that Rhianna 

and I could find a use now for the money we put in our 401k’s right?  We could get a newer car, or but 
some more baby stuff off Amazon, or whatever.  But forty years from now we know that we will be 

giving each other high fives for making the right choices now.  Now bring that back to our faith.  It is 

infinitely more so important for us to be giving our lives to Jesus now, knowing that a hundred years 

from now we will have entered eternity with the saints, living eternally with no more pain, sorrow, 

tears, heartache, sin, malice, etc., that we will be living fully in the presence of the Lord as we were 

created to be.  We may have mortal bodies and sinful natures and struggles galore now, but we 

exchange that for immortality and holiness and eternal peace as Christians when we die. 

 

“So also is the resurrection of the dead.  It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; it 
is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural 

body, it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.”  We may be 
living in perishable, mortal, vessels now Beloved, but that will not be the case for forever.  By clinging to 

Christ, who is Himself holy, immortal, heavenly, etc., we take on His nature in eternity.  Not that we 

become God, for we do not, but we take on all of those wonderful characteristics that we lost in the 

Garden of Eden.  Beloved, to be raised from the dead, to enter into heaven in the full presence of God, is 

not just us waking up at judgement day in the skin we are in now.  We are transformed, without losing 

who we are, into what we were always meant to be.  “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, 
but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet 

will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” 

 

When the day comes, whether we die and go into the ground or Christ returns, whichever happens first, 

this is what we can expect… that we will be changed.  We will go from this life to the next, and the stuff 
that so binds us here will not longer be of any concern.  Perhaps the biggest is the one that Paul keeps 

mentioning over and over again, in our own human death.  “But when this perishable will have put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is 

written, ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your 

sting?’  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.”  Did you catch that?  
This is the whole purpose of living a moral and Christ filled life, the whole purpose in essence for Paul 

attacking the immorality and sin of this world and speaking on how to live and work in this book.  It all 



comes back to nullifying the death that comes from sin, and living in to the victory that comes through 

Jesus.  Nothing we do as Christians is in vain, because it has eternal consequences. 

 

Let me put this into plain speech for you Beloved, because for those of you who have been walking with 

the Lord for some time there is the temptation to become inoculated against the good that you are 

doing.  If you are someone who has served with the youth or with the children before, know that you 

made an eternal impact on their lives.  If you faithfully gave to a ministry, or if you volunteered you time 

faithfully to something in the church that preached Christ crucified, (Jul Bazaar, Thankoffering, Caleb and 

Deby, Bible Translators, the list is endless) then know that what you did has had an eternal impact.  

Furthermore, don’t lose heart in thinking that it is all worthless.  It is not.  You small group leaders, you 
service group folks, you who help at funerals, you who volunteer in some capacity in the church, you 

who give, you who pray, you who use your God-given abilities for Him stay steadfast in knowing that you 

are having an eternal impact.  None of this toil is in vain.  Keep yourselves spotless and holy, keep 

yourselves rooted in the gospel and the law preached in scripture, keep on loving your neighbors even 

when it is difficult, knowing that you are sowing this perishable seed now to reap an imperishable 

harvest in eternity.  If you are not doing any of these things, if you are not actively and intentionally 

serving the Lord in any capacity, then you must start… have an eternal impact.  If you are living in sin, 
then now is your time to exchange that which is perishable and short-lived for that which is eternal, 

repent and serve Christ in joy knowing that the good you are doing lasts forever.  Beloved, I pray that 

you would be walking in hope regardless of how the world is progressing in evil, knowing that the work 

you do is not in vain.  Take heart, be steadfast, and abound in the joy that the work you do for Christ is 

eternal. 


