
Good Morning Beloved, I am thankful to be back in worship with you this morning.  After hearing Caleb 

preach and the Adult/Teen Challenge ladies give their testimonies, this week we are back with a more 

“normal” service.  We are very quickly coming upon the end of our walk through the book of 1st 

Corinthians.  If you have not been with us, or if you require a refresher, we have been working our way 

through this longer letter by the Apostle Paul because it has much to say to us today.  While (quoting 

2nd Timothy 3:16-17) “All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every 

good work…” there are also sections of scripture that speak more pertinently at times to the situation 

that we find ourselves in.  The book of 1st Corinthians, written to a church that was struggling in a world 

full of immorality and danger and sin, speaks to us because we live in a similar place.  As wonderful as 

the United States is, all of you know that it is quite easy to be sucked into sin and despair.  It is easy to 

give up hope in our world that so often says things to us that are akin to “drink, be merry, and die.”  
While this letter has much to say in terms of accountability (which the Corinthians and we desperately 

need), it also speaks to the peace and hope that we have that surpasses all worldly understanding.  

(Philippians 4:7)  While the scriptures most certainly call us to act and live in a certain way, we do so 

primarily because of the hope that we hold as followers of Jesus Christ.  Beloved, here at the end of the 

letter, Paul reminds the church that all of our hard work and dedication to the Lord is worth it… because 
Christ lives.  Because He lives, our hope endures, and because He lives, our faith is secure. 

 

1st Corinthians 15 begins with a reminder of one of the core truths regarding Christ’s resurrection: that 
our hope is founded in Christ’s death.  “Now I make know to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached 
to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast 

the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first 

importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.”  Beloved, we 
affirm the Apostle’s Creed each week to remind ourselves about what it is that we believe.  We take 
communion, as we did today, each month to remember what our sins cost.  We are saved not by our 

own actions and gifts, we are not saved by our own goodness, we are not saved willy-nilly because God 

felt bad for us.  We are saved because the Lord loved us enough to pay our punishment for sin, and we 

reside in that truth and apply it to our own lives.  He saves us for His glory out of love for us.  Our hope 

amidst all the evil of this world is found first and foremost in our Savior who loves us enough to die for 

us.  But that isn’t where it ends.  Jesus doesn’t just die and go into the ground and stay dead.  If that 
were the case, there would be no enduring hope.  Our hope starts at the cross, but it is fulfilled in the 

resurrection. 

 

“And that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that 
He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren 

at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep…”  Paul continues to preach 
about the enduring hope that we have as Christians by proclaiming the resurrection in detail.  When this 

letter was written, roughly twenty years after Jesus’s ascension, most of the people who had witnessed 
His resurrection were still alive.  We mentioned this a couple months ago as important, because 

eyewitness accounts are valid proof, especially as noted here.  If the resurrection was false, the church 

folks would know about it because they had a large number of people who were still alive who were 



there to be questioned.  It would be like me trying to tell you something false about the Halloween 

snowstorm of 1991.  You would know if what I was saying was false, because most of you lived through 

it and were there.  Even those of us who were not yet alive or were too young to understand would 

know the truth, because they could ask the elders around them.  The resurrection, Paul asserts, proves 

that everything Christ promises us is true.  It proves that there is life after death, that Jesus is Lord, and 

that our sins are forgiven by His hand.  If there is no resurrection, then there is no hope. 

 

“For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If 

we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.”  Why does Paul say this, 
and what does it have to do with our enduring hope?  Paul says this to the Corinthians church for a 

bunch of reasons that matter to us today.  First and foremost our hope in eternity is found squarely 

placed upon the resurrection.  It proves who Jesus really is without a shadow of a doubt.  The 

resurrection is the lynchpin of our faith, the ace in the hole, the reality shattering truth that we cling to.  

If He simply died, proclaiming the forgiveness of sins, then there is no proof that He really was Lord, that 

He really was sinless, that He really was taking our penalty.  For Him to rise again after three days, just as 

He said He would, to appear to His disciples who had watched Him die and many witnesses besides, 

proves that He is Lord.  Only God can forgive sins.  If Jesus is Lord, then He can forgive… if He is not than 
He cannot.  Since He rose from the dead, we can take it to the bank that His claims that He is Lord are 

valid.  Since He is Lord, and since He has proclaimed that those who follow Him are forgiven, we can be 

assured that we are forgiven by His hand.  Your hopes for help amidst trouble, for an eternal home, for 

salvation are not misplaced because He has proven who He is.  To quote the second hymn we sang 

“Because He lives, I can face tomorrow…” 

 

This leads into a follow up discussion about how we lead our lives Beloved.  For the devoted Christian, 

for the one who takes their faith seriously, the reality is that this life can be unrelentingly difficult.  

Morality is hard.  Perseverance through trials is hard.  Denying our sinful nature and embracing Christ 

more fully each day, painstakingly doing as He asks, living our lives in a manner that cares more for 

eternity than the here and now, is really hard.  Paul in 1st Corinthians makes this plain by saying as 

much.  If there is no resurrection, then there is eternal home for us, no forgiveness of sins, no heaven, 

no eternal joy, and thus our lives are wasted in trying to serve a dead and powerless “savior.”  If Jesus 
had not risen from the dead, we would be better off living in our lusts as the world would have us, 

because we are not forgiven anyways.  But because there is that eternal hope, that eternal joy, that 

eternal peace, because Jesus rose from the dead, we are infinitely better off living as the Lord would 

desire. 

 

All of this is summed up in our reading from Romans 5:1-10, which lays out for us the beautiful hope 

that you and I have Beloved as followers of Christ.  Just listen to a couple of quotes from these verses:  

“We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  “We exult in the hope of the glory of God.”  
“Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts.”  “But God 
demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more 



then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.”  
Beloved, we have an enduring hope that no one can take from us, because our Savior is alive and He 

reigns. 

 

To practically take this into our world today, it is easy to become hopeless.  For the Christians at Corinth 

(and Rome for that respective letter) it was a tough world to follow Christ in.  Immorality was rampant, 

they were often hated by former family and friends for rejecting the idolatry of their time, and perhaps 

most poignantly following Christ could mean an early death in a gruesome fashion.  Their lives didn’t get 
easier by confessing Jesus as Lord, they got significantly harder.  This doesn’t even take into account the 
internal battles with sin that each of them had to endure.  In our lives, scarily enough, it is the same.  

Immorality in our day is rampant, we are often misunderstood by our family and friends if we follow 

Christ close as “Jesus freaks”, and we certainly put a target on our backs if we are open about the sin of 

the world and we ourselves do not abide by it.  (Just as an example, see how the world treats you if you 

point out the immorality of somebody’s favorite tax loophole or the immorality of someone’s favorite 
artist/actor/politician/religious leader.)  These things combined with our own ever-present struggles 

with sin make this a tough life to lead well.  It is tough to be a Christian, but it is well worth it Beloved.  

Why?  Because our Savior lives, our eternal hope is secured in Him, and through our witness others 

come to have the same hope that defines us. 

 

In summary Beloved, I want you to recognize the challenges of leading a God-filled life.  They are real, 

and they should be expected.  Yet I also pray that you would recognize and remember the hope that fills 

you because your Lord lived the life you could not, died in your place, and rose again proclaiming the 

glorious truth that those of us who follow Him will join Him in eternity.  May the Lord be praised! 

 

Let us pray, 


