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Jacob and Esau, Forgetting What is 
Important for What We Want Now 

  

Genesis 25:30-31; 34 “And Esau said 
to Jacob, ‘Please let me have a swal-
low of that red stuff there, for I am 
famished.’  Therefore his name was 
called Edom.  But Jacob said, ‘First 
sell me your birthright.’”  “Then Jacob 
gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and 
he ate and drank, and rose and went 
on his way.  Thus Esau despised his 
birthright.” 

  

As someone who is named Jacob 
(after the movie Big Jake, not scrip-
ture unfortunately) I have always 
found the history of Jacob and his 
brother Esau fascinating.  They are 
the grandchildren of Abraham, and 
Esau as the older brother is supposed 
to inherit the blessings that God gave 
Abraham… that he would be made 
into a great nation.  It is a pretty 
mighty birthright to have.  It is 
through the lineage of Abraham that 
Jesus was to be born, and the whole 
world would be given salvation if they 
turn to Him.  Yet here we see that 
Esau clearly cares not for what is 
rightfully his.  He is out hunting and 
comes in hungry.  (I can sympathize 
there!)  When he returns he finds 
that Jacob has some stew cooked, 
and in a nonchalant manner he ex-
changes the amazing blessing of his 
birthright, the pledge that God will 

make him into a great nation, for 
some simple stew.  Is it any wonder 
why the Lord chose Jacob to be the 
recipient of that blessing in the end?  
In fact later the Lord renames Jacob 
into Israel.  Beloved, there is a good 
lesson for us in this story.  Esau’s 
problem was that he cared too much 
for the thing he wanted right now in 
front of him, rather than the great 
blessing that was just around the cor-
ner.  This wasn’t a life or death situa-
tion, he was in the tent with his fami-
ly… there was bound to be more food 
there!  Yet he was willing to give up 
the most important thing in his life 
for the thing that he wanted right in 
front of him.  Unfortunately we often 
can be tempted to act this way our-
selves, giving up something eternal 
and amazing for something tempo-
rary and easy. 

  

In Mark 8:36 Jesus gives us a similar 
thought when He says “For what does 
it profit a man to gain the whole 
world, and forfeit his soul?”  It seems 
obvious, but we are very tempted to 
do what Esau did and to give up that 
which we have (which is eternal) for 
some insignificant pleasure that is 
right in front of us.  Many people 
have given up a wonderful marriage 
for the brief bliss of sexual satisfac-
tion.   

(Cont. on page 5) 



 

November Anniversaries 
Nov. 2      Lawren & Marina Castner   
Nov. 7      Johnathan & Abbie Root   
Nov. 23    Chuck & Sally Coleman      
Nov. 30    Ryan & Brenda Berghuis 

  

If we missed anyone please let the 
office know.  
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Craft/Bake Sale at KUMC 

On Sunday, November 14th the 
UMW will be holding a craft/bake 
sale after worship at KUMC. Pleas-
ant Corners and Kasson  congrega-
tions are invited. This is not open to 
the public.  

Proceeds will go to UMW. If you 
have anything you would like to do-
nate, please contact Louise Ander-
son. Her number is listed in the 
church directory. 
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"He put a new song 
in my mouth, a 
song of praise to 
our God. Many will 
see and fear, and 
put their trust in 
the Lord."  

Psalm 40:3  

 

 

 Kasson Usher Schedule  
Nov.7  Darrell Denisen & Kirstin Denisen  

Nov. 14 Mark & Rhonda Larsen  

Nov. 21 Bob, Lisa & Nathaniel Kramer  

Nov, 28 Steve & Libby Henslin 

 

 

 

If you are unable to usher on your Sunday, please find a substitute, 

 

The Nov/Dec. Upper Rooms 
are here.  If you know some-
one that would like one mailed 
to them, please let the office 
know. 

Nov. 7 

Set your clocks 
back one hour 
before going 
to bed        
Saturday 



Jerry Giese     6 

Alex Malisheske    8 

Hunter Berghuis    9 

Alan Whalen   10 

Judy Folie   11 

Anna Coleman Cornelius 13 

Kevin Newell   14 

Erkia Looman  19 

Janet Sinning  22 

Mae Miller   24 

Julie Bartel   27 

Rodney Beckman  28 

 

If we missed your birthday, please let 
the office know. 

 

November Birthday’s 
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Prayer Chain 

KUMC offers a way to ask for prayers at 
any time. The prayer chain is a group of 
people whom will left up prayers to God 
when notified of a request. The prayer re-
quests are sent out through an email or 
phone call. If you would like to be part of 
the prayer chain group, to pray for others 
contact Dawn Bowe at 
mail@bowehome.com to get on the email 
list or contact Ruth Schomburg to get on 
the phone list 507-634-7502. 

To send a prayer request you can contact 
the church office, Dawn or Ruth. 

There is POWER IN PRAYER 

SMALL GROUPS 

Small groups are a great way to get to know other Christians and share our 
faith walk with each other. We currently have 5 Small Groups that meet. 
Each have a coach that helps to lead the group: Monday evenings-Marina 
Castner, Tuesday day-Ruth Schomburg, Wednesday evening-Chuck Cole-
man, Thursday evening-Lori Root and a group for those who are dealing 
with a cancer diagnosis or has in the past-Dawn Bowe. If you are interested 
in joining one of these groups or would like to know more about them 
please let Pastor Jake know or one of the coaches.  



NOTE: The church win-
dow drawings  on page 
1 were drawn by 
Randy Wilbur. 

OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS 
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Similarly, many people have given up 
precious time with their children for 
selfish gain at work or in hobbies or 
some other fashion.  Many people have 
given up on following Christ because it 
is too hard here and now.  They would 
rather have the easy stew, giving up the 
most important aspect of their exist-
ence in the process, just so that they 
wouldn’t have to bear any burdens.  
Beloved, it isn’t always the hardest 
thing in the world to do what is right, 
sometimes we just have to be willing to 
bear some discomfort, some momen-
tary pain, to keep what is really im-
portant as ours. 

 

To put this into practice, ask yourself 
the hard question “Am I really pro-
tecting what is important?”  Esau’s is-
sue was that he didn’t value his birth-
right enough to remember it.  For you it 
may be the same.  Do you take time to 
intentionally get to know your Lord 
better?  Are you protecting your salva-
tion vigorously by keeping away from 
the temptations you know you often 
succumb to?  Or are you ok to neglect 
eternity, your heavenly Father, and 
your Savior Jesus because it is incon-
venient and sometimes difficult to do 
so?  Beloved, we have to value that 
which has been given to us, and we do 
so by remembering what it is that we 
have.  We have eternal salvation 
through Christ, we have forgiveness of 
sins through Christ, we have a heavenly 
home that awaits us, we have peace  

 

now in this life regardless of what 
comes our way because the Lord reigns.  
Are we willing to give that up for some-
thing as trivial as a pet sin or over the 
inconveniences of following Him?  Only 
you can be the judge in your own life, 
but I would caution you to value your 
salvation more than Esau valued his 
birthright. 

  

God Bless, 

-Pastor Jake 



Operation Christmas Child 
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Operation Christ-
mas Child is an out-
reach mission pro-
ject through Sa-
maritans Purse. 
Each November our 
churches assemble 
90 shoeboxes with 
items for children 
and OCC sends 
them all over the 
world for children 
to enjoy. The boxes 
contain hygiene 
items(washcloths, 
soap, toothbrush-
es, etc), Toys
(books, colors, 
balls, stuffed ani-
mals,etc.) and oth-
er items(purses, 
pillowcase, aprons, 
socks, etc.). We are 
asked to cover the 
shipping costs for 
the boxes which is 
$9.00 a box. If you 
would like to do-
nate money to-
wards this great 
project you can 
make out a check 
to KUMC and put in 
the memo "For 
OCC" or you can 

put money in a des-
ignated envelope 
you find by the 
sanctuary. You can 
put it in the offer-
ing plate or send a 
check to the office. 
You can also do-
nate items for the 
boxes, toothbrush, 
soap, washcloth, 
hairbrushes, 
combs, small toys, 
balls, dolls, cray-
ons, etc.. No liquid, 
food or war related 
toys. There is a box 
to put items in in-
side the entrance 
door to the office 
at KUMC. If you 
would like to be 
involved with this 
ministry, helping 
organize the items, 
pack the boxes or 
have any questions 
contact Dawn 
Bowe 
mail@bowehome.c
om or text/call 507-

273-4371. This is a 
great opportunity 
to help spread 
God's love to chil-

dren all 
across 
the 
world!  

Borrowing from church? 

If you are borrowing items from the church, 
tables, chairs, kitchen items etc. please sign 
them out, and state what item (s) you bor-
rowed. We would like to keep accountability 
of the churches items. 

 

The sign out sheet is on the secretary’s door. 
We ask that you put your item your bor-
rowed, name, date you signed the item (s) 
out, when you returned them and a phone 
number. 

  

College Address 

 Meghan Malisheske 

 362 Milnes Hall 
 1215 3rd St E (Ext. 1) 

 Menomonie, WI 54751 
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Scouts meet Sundays 6:45-8:45 pm 

Just for Kix Mon, Tues and Thurs. eves 

Youth Group meets Wednesday eves   6:00-7:.30 pm 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Service 

Group 4 

Barb Walsh 

and Robin    

Germundson 

1 2 3 Support 

Grp 7 pm 

4 Naomi 

Circle 9:30 

5 6   4-H  

     4-9 pm 

Set your 
clocks back 
one hour 
tonight 

7   Confir-

mation  6pm 

8 Ad  

Council 

6:30 pm 

9 SPRC 

6:30 

10 11 12 

Janet     

out 

13 

14   UMW 

craft /bake 

sale 

Confir. 6 pm 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

Flynn     

funeral 

21 UMW 

meets 

22 23 24 25 Happy 
Thanksgiving 

26 Office 

Closed 

27 

28 First 

Sunday of 

Advent 

29 30     

November 2021 

Meals on Wheels 

Janet on vacation 15-19 

Pastor Jake on vacation  20-28 

Scouts meet Sunday eves  6:45-8:45 

Just for Kixs M, T & Th. 
Youth Group meets Wednesday eves at 6:30 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Kasson UMC 

801 5th Ave NW, 
Kasson, MN 55944 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.kassonumc.org 
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Pleasant Corners UMC Mission Statement 
Our church has and open door for all to enter, and they shall find within, a congregation with this mission 
(taken from the fourth chapter of Ephesians).  “The work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God……..speaking the 
truth in love.”  

 

Kasson UMC  Mission Statement 
Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  


