
Opening Prayer 

Good Morning Beloved, and thank you for joining us here at Pleasant Corners for our annual Celebration Sunday.  This 

was started a few years back with our 155th anniversary as a church, and the decision was made to celebrate each year 

beyond that in a similar fashion.  Celebration Sunday is wonderful for us Beloved, a chance to remember the blessings 

that the Lord has given us over the history of our congregation and to reminisce about the wonderful things He has done 

here over the years.  To that end our message today is a bit different from what you may be used to.  The goal this 

morning is for us to celebrate those blessings that the Lord has given us by His hand, and to do that we have to know our 

history and how He has worked over the last century and a half.  Before we delve in it is important to remember, even if 

this is your first day here, that there is something for all of us to celebrate.  Even if you are visiting I hope this will call to 

mind the joyful things in your church (and in your individual Christian life) that are worth celebrating.  The Lord has 

indeed been good to us at Pleasant Corners, but He has also done right by the church universal. 

 

Speaking to our history here at Pleasant Corners specifically our church was founded in 1864 by four families from the 

great state of Wisconsin.  (You folks should know that our sister church in Kasson was also originally organized under the 

guidance of the Wisconsin annual conference… you can’t get away from us Wisconsinites!)  The first building was put up 

on this very spot in 1869, just four years later.  Sadly in 1909 it was destroyed by fire, but the church you are 

worshipping in now was completed just seven or so months later in 1910.  It is worth noting that it was put up over the 

winter way back then, and you may have noticed that MANY things in our church were hand made by dedicated 

parishioners over the last century and a quarter.  For such a small country church, we have had an enormous impact for 

the Lord over our 167 years.  Several ministers, including D.C. Trapp (that name should sound familiar) have been sent 

out from our doors.  Brenda Scheller, maiden name Trapp, and her husband Don were supported for many years in their 

ministry in the Philippines translating the Gospel by this congregation.  In fact currently Caleb Bartel (who along with his 

family has many connections to both of our churches), is serving in Nicaragua through YWAM.  Beyond sending folks out 

to communities around the country and around the world we have also been a fixture in Dodge County since shortly 

after it came into being.  Through ministries like the Blessing of the Tractors, through our many community meals, 

outreaches, and partnerships the church as a whole has been an instrument of God’s grace in our area.  Even more 

importantly, our individual members over the years have done much for this region.  It would be impossible to recount 

how families like the Henslins, Delzers, and Bartels have impacted our communities in Dodge Center and Kasson.  (Just 

as an example, can we even count up all that Blaine Delzer did alone for this area in his short 57 years?)  Beloved, if the 

goal was to make some of you blush we could highlight the things that some of you have done and still do on the county 

board, school board, etc.  Not too bad for a little church in the middle of nowhere huh? 

 

Beloved, one of the questions that I often hear about our little church when I tell folks where it is that I am blessed to 

pastor is “Why is it there?”  We are here at Pleasant Corners by the grace of God to spread that same grace to others.  

Whether you are an incoming member or have been here since birth I hope you understand that there is much to 

celebrate, that you are a part of God’s plan to reach Dodge County (and the world!) with His salvation.  If the day comes 

sometime for us to close our doors we should know that it was a part of the Lord’s plan… but today is not that day.  If 
someday the Lord ends our mission here in Dodge County, then so be it… but for now there is much work for us to do.  

Even as we celebrate all that He has done, we should recognize that we are here for even more. 

 

In our reading from Acts 2:37-47 we read about the genesis of the Christian church.  It comes directly after Pentecost, 

and Peter gives a sermon to the Jews around the disciples explaining how Jesus is the Messiah.  The people’s response is 
what we read.  “Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, ‘Brethren, what shall we do?’  Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirt.  For the promise is for you and your 



children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.’”  In that first moment Beloved 
3,000 people were added to the church.  It grew and spread from there, and continues to do so today.  By faithful 

witness, by repentance, and most importantly by the work of the Lord millions (if not billions) of souls have been saved 

over the last two thousand years.  I would ask those of you who have been here at PCUMC for many years to recount 

the saints who have sat in the same pews we do today.  Think about the millions of prayers that were spoken on behalf 

of the world by those who have now gone into glory, who once worshipped where you sit.  I often think about the great 

preachers who have come before me and who have sat in these chairs up front and have preached at this pulpit.  Great 

sermons on repentance, on truth, on the victory of Christ.  I would ask you to think about the many children and adults 

who have been baptized in the waters of baptism into the kingdom of God through this little baptismal font right over 

here.  Our church here in the middle of nowhere Minnesota has many representatives who have entered glory already, 

and will have many more just looking out at you.  If we want something to celebrate today, this is what we should 

celebrate: that by God’s hand many have been saved and we have been a part of that salvation.  Pleasant Corners has 

had an eternal significance.  What a joy!  What an honor!  We should never forget though that there is even more for us 

to do.  So long as the Lord gives us breath and so long as He allows PCUMC to worship together, then we as the people 

here have a mission to continue to add to the number of saints in glory and to encourage our fellow church members in 

mission here. 

 

To that end we read a section of scripture from Hebrews that I hope is getting to be familiar to you.  Hebrews 10:19-25 

reminds us of some basic truths that are found in communion with other believers… meaning in part in the church.  The 
writer tells reminds us of the confidence we have in eternity by Jesus’s sacrifice and resurrection.  He reminds us that we 

are made clean by Jesus, no longer being defined by our sins but instead being defined by Christ.  The connection with 

the church though is made in verses 23-25 which read “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 

He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our 

own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day 

drawing near.”  Beloved, our little church here has the charge to continue to serve the Lord and encourage each other 

faithfully so long as He allows us to be.  We celebrate today all of the wonderful joys that God has given our church 

family.  We remember all of those faithful saints who have come before, all of the joys and tears, all of the baptisms and 

funerals, all of the ministries that have defined our outreach… and most importantly we remember and celebrate the 
Lord who defines us.  Beloved, what a joy Pleasant Corners has been for the last 163 years… and what a blessing it will 
be for many years to come God willing.  So Beloved continue to worship here, continue to push forward in faith here, 

and know that God is at work in your midst.  Let us pray. Closing Prayer 


