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The Book of Isaiah 

The Book of Isaiah 

 

Isaiah 6:8 “Then I heard the voice of 
the Lord, saying, ‘Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for Us?’  Then I said, 
‘Here am I.  Send me!’” 

 

For the last couple of months in my 
own personal devotion time I have 
been working my way through the 
book of Isaiah.  As one of the largest, 
yet least read, books of the Old Testa-
ment I figured it might be interesting 
to give a little history and overview of 
this book.  Usually your “Pastor’s 
Piece” is filled with a bit more exhor-
tation, but the teacher in me wanted 
to give you a plain Jane history les-
son. 

Isaiah is one of the four major writing 
prophets found in the Old Testament.  
(The other three are Jeremiah, Ezeki-
el, and Daniel.)  He ministered to the 
Southern kingdom of Judah for about 
sixty years from 739 BC to 680 BC, 
and according to tradition was sup-
posedly eventually martyred by the 
evil king Manasseh.  The length of his 
work as a prophet is  

mirrored in the length  

of the book that bears  

his name.  There are  

sixty-six chapters  

(same number as there are books in 
the Bible for what that is worth), and 
according to many scholars the book 
is split into three distinct sections.  
The first section of Isaiah goes from 
chapter one through chapter thirty-

nine, the second section is from chap-
ter forty through fifty-five, and the 
final section is from fifty-six through 
sixty-six.  Each section seems to speak 
to a different time period, with the 
first thirty-nine chapters focusing on 
the timeframe Isaiah lived in, the sec-
ond section focusing on things related 
to Israel’s coming exile in Babylon, 
and the third section dealing with 
prophecies about the Messiah and 
the return from exile.  .  Depending 
on who you ask, the book was either 
written all at once by the prophet 
himself (which I believe) or it is ar-
gued that later persons wrote like Isai-
ah and for that reason the book is so 
long and is in three parts. he reason 
there is massive speculation about the 
timeframe and the identity  of the 



writer of the full book is because the prophecies con-
tained within Isaiah are very specific and incredibly 
accurate.  As an example Isaiah prophesies by name 
that Cyrus would return Israel back from exile.  (Cyrus 
was the king of Persia, and indeed did return the Isra-
elites back home after defeating Babylon.)  However, 
out of everything that is in Isaiah, perhaps the most 
amazing one for us today is what he talks about near 
the end of the book. 

 

Isaiah fifty-three (among other chapters) gives an un-
mistakably familiar story about the Messiah.  I won’t 
spoil it for you here too much, but if you read this 
chapter and know much at all about the life and cruci-
fixion and resurrection of Christ, you will see many 
unmistakable similarities.  In that vein it shouldn’t be 
surprising that Jesus quotes Isaiah frequently, and 
that out of Isaiah He plainly makes the claim that He 
is the Messiah… and the Lord in human flesh. 

 

Ultimately, even though it might be a bit overwhelm-
ing to delve into a large book like Isaiah, I would rec-
ommend it.  Just take your time, study it well, and it 
will no doubt impact your faith positively.  If nothing 
else be sure to read some of the later chapters, fifty-

three through fifty-six, it will be worth your time. 

 

God Bless, 

 

-Pastor Jake 

Meeting With the Missionary 

 

On September 19th Caleb Bartel, a longtime 
member of our church who serves as a per-
manent missionary with his wife Deby in 
Nicaragua, will be in town.  He will be 
preaching at both church services on the 
19th, and then in the evening he will be hav-
ing a Q&A that is open to everyone who is 
interested in hearing about his ministry and 
his passion.  This will go from 6 pm until 
about 7:30, and all are welcome to attend. 

 

Youth Group 

On September 8th we will once again be meeting 
for Youth Group on Wednesday nights. Youth 
Group is open to all students in middle and high 
school, and takes place every Wednesday night 
throughout the school year from 6-7:30 pm. We 
are blessed in that our Youth Group is a combina-
tion of our two United Methodist Churches and 
the Congregational church in Mantorville.         
Jacob Ewing (from the Congregational church), 
Chloe Germundson (from KUMC), and myself are 
the leaders for this, and we are excitedly looking 
forward to meeting with our fantastic youth reg-
ularly once again. Our general structure is that 
we meet, play some games, spend some time in 
scripture, and generally just enjoy our time to-
gether. We always have snacks too, because that 
is obviously important!  Friends are always wel-
come, as are any parents that would like to come 
visit. 

 

-Pastor Jake 
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Keep me safe, O 
God, for in you I 
take refuge. I said 
to the LORD, “You 
are my Lord; apart 
from you I have no 
good thing.”  

Psalm 16:1-2 

 

 Jul Bazaar 

We are not accepting donations for Granny’s Attic because of the COVID   
concerns.   

This is the one area that we are unsure of even having this year, we don’t want 
things piling up in the old kitchen.  Please donate your items to Goodwill,  Sal-
vation Army or some other organization.  

 

Thank you 

Bazaar Committee 

 

Usher Schedule  
Sept. 5  Darrell Denisen, Todd Hoffman,  
  Steve DuBois, Chuck Coleman 

Sept. 12 Curt Alexander family 

Sept. 19 Jim and Pam Burch and Marv and Renee Jensen 

Sept/.26 Jude Kruger, Dee Thompkins, Darlene Tompkins,   

  Rosie Allen 

 

 

Change?   

Did you drop your home 
phone and now use your 
cell? Or did you move? Or 
change your email? 

Please let the office know, 
we’d like to keep in touch 
with you. 

If you are unable to usher on your Sunday, please find a substitute, Therefore a man 
shall leave his fa-
ther and his 
mother and hold 
fast to his wife, 
and they shall be-
come one flesh. 
Genesis 2:24  
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A new Small Group is being formed 
for those who have faced a diagnosis of 
cancer in the past or are currently fac-
ing one now. Small Groups are an op-
portunity to come together with a group 
of people (8-10), sharing their faith 
walk with each other and growing in 
their faith together.  This group will 
meet every other week. Time and day 
to meet will be decided with those 
whom are interested. If you have been 
through a cancer diagnosis you can 
help others whom are facing one now 
to find God’s love, peace and strength 
and in turn experience growth in your 
own faith.  If you are interested contact 
Dawn Bowe mail@bowehome.com or 
call 507-273-4371. 

NEW Small Group 

Small Groups 

Are you tired of sitting 
home alone, not being 
able to do your normal 
activities? Not being 
able to have conversa-
tions with others?  Small 
groups are a great way to 
get to know other peo-
ple, connect with people 
you already know and 
share and grow in your 
faith walks together. 
You don't have to wait 
till it's safe to meet face 
to face. There are cur-
rently two small groups 
meeting every other 
week via Zoom.   If you 
would like to visit one of 
the groups contact 
Chuck Coleman 
at cscolemn@kmtel.com
or 273-9243. Chuck’s 
group meets every other 
Wednesday at 6:30 pm. 
Contact Marina Castner 
at lmcfarms@gmail.com
or 251-9142. Marina’s 
group meets every other 
Monday at 6:30 pm. 
Ruth’s small group will 
meet 1st and 3rd Tues-
day’s at 2:00 pm at her 
home. 
Lori’s group will meet 
1st and 3rd Thursdays at 
6:30 pm at the church. 
 

 

Sunday School News 

"The new Sunday School year is just 
around the corner!!  It will begin Sunday, 
September 12th.  We are still looking for 
people to join the Sunday School 
team!!  If anyone is interested in being a 
part of the Sunday School program 
please reach out to Stacey Pappas or 
Pastor Jake.  

Thank you, 
Stacey Pappas 



 

September Birthday’s 
Page 5 

Prayer Chain 

KUMC offers a way to ask for prayers at 
any time. The prayer chain is a group of 
people whom will left up prayers to God 
when notified of a request. The prayer re-
quests are sent out through an email or 
phone call. If you would like to be part of 
the prayer chain group, to pray for others 
contact Dawn Bowe at 
mail@bowehome.com to get on the email 
list or contact Ruth Schomburg to get on 
the phone list 507-634-7502. 

To send a prayer request you can contact 
the church office, Dawn or Ruth. 

There is POWER IN PRAYER 

If we missed someone let 
us know.  Our membership 
program is giving us a 
learning experience! 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Happy 91st Birthday to  Virginia Thayer 
on  Sept. 17th. 

 

Committee/Group reports due 

All Committee and Groups       
reports are due to Janet by       
September 17th. 
 



NOTE: The church win-
dow drawings  on page 
1 were drawn by 
Randy Wilbur. 

OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS 

 

Now after John 
was arrested, 
Jesus came into 
Galilee, pro-
claiming the 
gospel of God, 
and saying, "The 
time is fulfilled, 
and the king-
dom of God is at 
hand; repent 
and believe in 
the gospel." ~ 
Mark 1:14-15 

Page 6 September Anniversary’s 

Ken and Judy Folie Sept. 8  50 yrs 

Steve and Libby Henslin Sept. 14 47 yrs 

Geoff and Jennifer Flynn Sept. 15 31 yrs 

Jeff and Carrie Neil Sept. 17  

Mike and Dawn Bowe  Sept. 23 32 yrs 

Brad and Shelly Germundson   Sept. 26 23 yrs 

Gerald and Marj Saxton   Sept. 27 63 yrs 

Jason and Kate Sellner   Sept. 27   7 yrs 

Confirmation 2021-2022 

 

In our two United Methodist Churches 
we receive in members through two 
different means. We either welcome 
them in through a new members class 
(next one is scheduled for February!) or 
we welcome them in through Confir-
mation. Confirmation, which is open to 
any of our youth between grades 7 and 
12 (although most are in grades 7-9), 
does exactly what it says.  It “confirms” 
the faith for our youth. Over the course 
of two years confirmation students 
meet weekly on Sunday nights to go 
over the basics of the Christian faith, 
church history, and the history of our 
churches. Following their two years 
they then confirm their Baptisms in 
front of the church, proclaiming that 
they follow Christ and vow to be faith-

ful members of their church. If there 
are any students who are interested 
but have not yet talked with me, I 
would encourage you to get in touch 
with me. Our first class is scheduled for 
September 12th from 6-7pm, and it is 
our introductory class for both the stu-
dents and the parents. Feel free to call 
or e-mail with any questions, and even 
if you don’t have any kids in Confirma-
tion this year, please be in prayer for 
the ones who will be. 

 

-Pastor Jake 



Operation Christmas 
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Operation Christ-
mas Child is a pro-
ject through Sa-
maritan’s Purse, an 
international relief 
organization. Our 
church has been 
participating in this 
project for many 
years. We fill shoe-
boxes with toys, 
hygiene items, 
school supplies & 
Christian items 
which are sent to 
children across the 
globe. This a great 
way for our church 
to be in ministry to 
others all around 
the world. The box-
es are filled and 
delivered to a drop 
off site in Novem-
ber. 

We pack 90 shoe 
boxes, 15 for each 
age group, Boys-

ages 2-4, 5-9, 10-14 
& Girls-ages 2-4,5-

9,10-14.  Donations 
of new items for 
the boxes are 
greatly appreciat-

ed; Washcloth, 
toothbrush, bar 
soap, socks, small 
toys, balls, jump 
ropes, small stuff 
animals. coloring 
books, crayons, col-
ored pencils, mark-
ers, combs, brush-
es, small water 
bottles/plastic 
cups. 

 A drop off box for 
donated items can 
be found inside the 
office entrance at 
KUMC. We cannot 
send any liquids, 
toothpaste, food 
items, or war-

related items.  

We also make 
items for the boxes 
in the OCC craft 
room in the Sunday 
School wing at 
KUMC. Homemade 
items are greatly 
appreciated. We 
have partnered 
with Prairie Mead-
ows in the past re-
ceiving wonderful 
items they have 

made for the box-
es. 

Please consider be-
ing part of this min-
istry in the follow-
ing ways: Donate 
items, make items- 
a list of what needs 
to be made can be 
found in the OCC 
craft room, be part 
of the Action Team 
for this ministry.  
There will be a 
meeting sometime 
this summer for 
members of this 
Action Team. 

If you would like to 
be part of this Ac-
tion Team or have 
any questions con-
tact Dawn Bowe 
maill@bowehome. 
com/273-4371. 

 

Naomi Circle  
Naomi Circle will 
meet Thursday,  September 2nd at 
9:30 am. 
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Service 
Group 2 

Chris and 
Renee 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

Service Group        
       2 

Chris and 
Renee 

  1 2  

Naomi     

Circle 

meets   

9:30 am 

3 4 

5 6 7 8  People 
Group meets 
2:00 pm 

Support 
Group  
meets     
7:00 pm 

9 10 11 

12 

Communion 

Sunday School 
Confirmation  
6:30 pm 

13 

Ad Council 
meets  
6:30 pm 

14 

SPRC meets 
6:30 pm 

15 

Newsletter 
submissions 
due 

16 17 18 

19 Caleb Bartel 
preaches 

Confirmation 
6:30 pm 

Q& A W//Caleb 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 MN Teen and 
Adult Challenge 
Choir at both 
churches 

Confirmation 

27 28 29 30 Just for Kix  
M, T & Th 

 Youth 
Group 
Wednesdays        
6 pm 

Meals on Wheels 



 

 

 

 

Kasson UMC 

801 5th Ave NW, 
Kasson, MN 55944 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.kassonumc.org 
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Pleasant Corners UMC Mission Statement 
Our church has and open door for all to enter, and they shall find within, a congregation with this mission 
(taken from the fourth chapter of Ephesians).  “The work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God……..speaking the 
truth in love.”  

 

Kasson UMC  Mission Statement 
Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  


