
“Godly Marriage and Godly Singleness” 

 

Good Morning Beloved, and welcome here.  Last week we made the jump back to our more regularly structured 

sermon topics.  Once again we are back in 1st Corinthians, working our way chapter by chapter through this 

fairly long New Testament book that has much to say both to those it was originally written to… and also to us.  
Today’s chapter, chapter seven, focuses largely on advice for marriage and on recommending that if possible 

one remains single.  Before we dive into this, however, we of course should have some background knowledge 

on why Paul writes this way. 

 

The book of 1st Corinthians is written to a group of Christians who lived in an ancient version of a debaucher’s 
paradise.  It was a well known fact in the ancient world that the city of Corinth was filled with all kinds of 

immorality, adultery, greed, idol worship, etc.  It is for this reason, if you read through this book, that Paul is 

often talking about immorality in its various forms.  It is also important to recognize that this church, after Paul 

had begun it and nurtured it for a year and a half, had begun to be given over to many different temptations and 

issues.  There were large divisions forming over things like eating meat to idols, who was an Apostle or teacher, 

and even over what was sin or not.  It is to these Christian brothers and sisters who are being tempted on all 

sides, who are being battered by divisions within, and who Paul himself knew and loved, that this letter is 

written.  In many ways, Beloved, the words spoken by Paul through inspiration of the Holy Spirit to this church 

not only were important for them, but also for us.  The teachings on being separate from the concerns of the 

world, the warnings against being given over to sensuality and lust, and the ultimate focus on salvation speak 

volumes to us today.  Today’s main messages out of chapter seven are no different.  The teachings on the 
realities of singleness and marriage, and the call to live either way in Godly fashion, hold water for us today.  

This isn’t going to be the kind of message with one major singular takeaway, Beloved.  Rather, this chapter has 
advice for most all of us, with takeaways that are dependent upon on our current situation in life.  As such, 

listen for what applies to you, and take it to heart.  We will begin by looking at the more rare of the two 

lifestyles in that of a single Christian man or woman. 

 

Paul begins the chapter by saying “Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man to 
not touch a woman.”  Many scholars conclude by the way Paul writes this letter that the Corinthian church had 
written to him regarding a few different questions.  In the world they lived in of sensual immorality, they 

wondered if being yoked together in marriage was itself a sin.  This Paul vehemently denies, although 

immediately he does make it plain that in his opinion it is better for one who is able to remain single. This has 

always been a rare way to live life.  There have never been many who are able to live in such a manner, and 

while Paul recommends it for the saints who can, he does not discourage someone who desires to marry from it.  

“Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am.  However, each man has his own gift from God, one in this 

manner, and another in that.  But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain 

even as I.”  Realistically, this isn’t common.  Later in the chapter Paul gives his reasoning on why he thinks 

singleness in the Lord is more profitable.  In verses 32-34 he says “But I want you to be free from concern.  One 
who is unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; but one who is 

married is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife, and his interests are divided.  

The woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy 

both in body and spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she may please 

her husband.”  Practically speaking, marriage and family as the greatest gifts also can in some ways hinder a 
person’s ministry.  The married man cannot go and serve at the drop of the hat, but an unmarried man might.  A 

married woman has responsibilities that the unmarried woman does not, and those bleed over into ministry and 



service of Christ.  In no way does this mean that the married man or woman is living in sin, rather it just means 

they have more on their plate.  To that end, 1st Corinthians 7 may not speak heavily to many of us in this way, 

because most all of us will inevitably marry.  That being said, there are lessons here for the single, whether they 

choose to marry or not. 

 

Beloved members who are single, in our world singleness is looked at as lesser most of the time.  Unmarried 

young folks are pushed to find their soul mate, single middle aged adults are kind of an anomaly, and the 

widows and widowers are often looked at with pity.  But here in scripture singleness is in a way a gift.  

(Obviously losing a spouse or something of that nature is horrendously difficult.)  It is looked at as a gift 

because it frees you up to serve the Lord in ways that are not possible for the married with children.  Young 

folks, mission work and service to Christ in profound ways are most easily done at your age.  Be adventurous 

and serve Him well.  For the middle aged and the elderly single man or woman, you have the opportunity to 

really make a ministry yours.  Serving within the church, leading a small group, being present in your 

community as a Christ follower are all easier for you in this respect.  All of us, in our individual situations, can 

serve the Lord well.  Don’t look at your marital status as hindrance or a regretful thing, but use it as an 

opportunity to serve Jesus as He has called you.  With that being said, by far the most common condition for us 

in the church today (as adults) is to be married.  To the married Paul makes many statements in this chapter. 

 

In verses 10-16 Paul addresses a few key points on marriage that affect most all of us here.  In verses 10-11 he 

makes plain the fact that we should not divorce.  Obviously there are more than a few of you who have been 

through that horrifically difficult process, and you can see why God doesn’t desire that to be the case for us.  It 
is ideal that a man and woman are joined together in marriage for life, and that this is done until death parts 

them.  (Verse 39 states “A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to 

be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.”)  Matthew 19:6 reads “So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.”  Today is not the day to talk in detail about 
the hardships of divorce, the reconciliation, when one can leave in a Godly fashion, and the sin that 

accompanies a divorce, but in passing know that God’s plans for us who are married is to be lovingly 
committed until death do us part.  (More on that another day.)  The key point on a married life that I would 

argue is more pressing for us today is what is proclaimed in verses 12-16.  Namely, here Paul gives instruction 

for those who are married to non-believers and how they should act. 

 

Beloved, it should be common knowledge within the church that the ideal for marriage is for a Godly man to 

marry a Godly woman, for them to be equally yoked together.  In fact, in 2nd Corinthians 6:14-15, Paul says 

this to the same people “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness 
and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what 

has a believer in common with an unbeliever?”  The ideal, the thing every single Christians should be looking 

for, is a spouse who loves Jesus like them.  A true Christian, one who takes their faith seriously, will have every 

part of their life colored by Jesus; and to therefore marry someone who does not believe is to introduce horrific 

strife into the marriage and the raising of children.  That being said, many of us are married to those who don’t 
believe, whether because we did so before believing or because we didn’t know better.  What is a Christian 
married to a non-Christian supposed to do?  Paul’s advice is excellent.  In 1st Corinthians 7:12-14 he says “But 
to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with 

him, he must not divorce her.  And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, 

she must not send her husband away.  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the 

unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now 



they are holy.”  The point he makes, for those in this situation, in the chapter is that they by remaining with their 
unbelieving spouse will no question have a Godly influence.   

 

By their work their spouse and their children may be saved.  This is not to be taken for the single Christian man 

or woman that God desires you to marry a non-believer.  He doesn’t.  But if there is a marriage where one 
believes and one does not for whatever reason, it is good to remain together so long as the non-believing spouse 

is willing to stay.  Many a man and woman in this room came to Christ specifically in this manner, and I know 

more than a few of you had difficult marriages for a time because one came to the Lord before the other.  It is a 

perfect example of how even though we may not see it, God’s plans are always in motion.  He has put 
everything together in accordance with His will, and this is where verse 24 really should strike home.  

“Brethren, each one is to remain with God in that condition in which he was called.”  Don’t be afraid to be that 
Godly influence in the home, make no mistake that the Lord is using you. 

 

Ultimately, Paul’s addressing of the questions regarding proper marriage can be quickly summed up in verses 7 
and 38.  “Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am.  However, each man has his own gift from God, one 
in this manner and another in that.”  “So then both he who gives his own virgin daughter in marriage does well, 
and he who does not give her in marriage will do better.”  Basically, to marry, to remain in marriage, or to not 
marry are all viable and sin free options so long as they are done in a Godly fashion. 

 

There is one final piece I would like to touch on this morning Beloved, and it actually goes outside of the scope 

of this chapter but it is very much related.  That is, I want to speak to those of us who are married and are 

equally loving of the Lord together.  There is a reason Paul does not speak much to us here, specifically because 

that is the way it is supposed to be in marriage.  If you are married and your spouse loves Jesus fully as you do, 

then your marriage is secure.  You are equally yoked, and you are both running the race of life at the same pace 

towards the same goal.  I would encourage you, if you are married to such a man or woman as that, to thank 

them today.  Just as it is a blessing to be single in some respects, there are many blessings to be had in Godly 

marriage. 

 

No matter whether you are married, single, widowed, etc. it is our hope and prayer that you would know that 

God’s calling for you takes precedent and that where you are at does come with some blessings.  Serve the Lord 

well, pray often, and stay attuned to His will and you will do well.  Let us pray, 


