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Ecclesiastes 7:10  “Do 
not say, ‘Why is it that 
the former days were 
better than these?’  For 
it is not from wisdom 
that you ask about this.” 

Ecclesiastes 7:14  “In the 
day of prosperity be 
happy, but in the day of 
adversity consider… God 
has made the one as 
well as the other so that 
man will not discover 
anything that will be 
after him.” 

    Have you ever read 
the book of Ecclesias-
tes?  If you have, you 
probably came away 
with the notion that it is 
a depressing Old Testa-
ment book.  Written by 
King Solomon (David’s 
son) in the latter part of 
his life, there is definite-
ly a somber tone to this 
little used book.  The 
overwhelming theme in 
Ecclesiastes is that of 
futility.  Life is short, it is 

futile, there is nothing 
new under the sun, eve-
rything happens in its 
time just as it always 
has… it is easy to look at 
this book and not notice 
the great wisdom that it 
gives.  Hidden in the 
truths that our earthly 
life is fleeting are golden 
nuggets of wisdom, re-
minding us that while 
this life may be futile, 
this is not all that there 
is. 

    The two verses quot-
ed above from Ecclesias-
tes 7 are good examples 
of just this.  “Why is it 
that the former days 
were better than 
these?” is a common 
theme among us.  One 
looks back on their 
childhood from their el-
der years and it can be 
easy to claim that those 
years were better.  We 
hear it much don’t we?  
“Back on the farm we 
had X and Y and Z, and 

now the kids today have 
their cell phones… the 
past was so much 
better.”  “Back in the 
day our church pews 
were full and we had 
fifty confirmation kids 
every year.”  “Back in 
my heyday I was fit as a 
fiddle, but now it is 
tough to even get out of 
the house.”  There are 
lots of things like this 
that we say Beloved, 
and often there is some 
truth in them, but we 
also tend to be selective 
in our remembering.  
This is the problem that 
King Solomon is address-
ing.  Truth be told, back 
on the farm may have 
been better in some 
ways, but the medical 
care was not nearly so 
good. The church may 
have been more full thir-
ty years ago, but how 
many of those folks  
(Cont. on page 2) 
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were there because they 
loved Jesus instead of 
feeling forced to show 
up to make grandma 
happy?  You may have 
felt much healthier and 
more fit at twenty-five, 
but were you as wise 
and as well put together 
mentally?  Obviously this 
is all said in general, but 
that is how we often talk 
without considering the 
truth.  We would do well 
to make the best of 
what the Good Lord has 
given us in our day, and 
instead of always la-
menting the days gone 
by focus on the tasks at 
hand.  We should be 
wary of sounding like 
the Israelites in Exodus 
16:3 who complained to 
Moses after being led 
out of slavery that 
“Would that we had 
died by the Lord’s hand 
in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the pots 
of meat, when we ate 
bread to the full…” The 
reality for them was that 
they had selectively re-

membered the good 
things that were in Egypt 
while neglecting the fact 
that they were dying at 
Pharoah’s hand.  For us 
the reality is that each 
day the Lord brings us is 
a gift, and no one of any 
worth would trade their 
grandchildren or their 
wisdom gained to go 
back to a time that is not 
as easy as we sometimes 
speak.  Beyond that we 
have (as Christians) all of 
eternity to look forward 
to, even if our present 
days are tough.  Be-
loved, even in difficult 
days our Lord still reigns. 

    The second verse that 
is quoted above is the 
one that we should look 
to in days of difficulty.  
Indeed there are hard 
days upon some of us, 
and there will be hard 
days ahead for everyone 
who trusts in Christ.  The 
opposite is also true.  
There are good days up-
on some of us, and there 
will be good days ahead 
for everyone who trusts 

in Christ.  Beloved, the 
Lord has made them 
both, and in both the 
difficult and the joyous 
times, we should re-
member who is in 
charge… and with it 
where we ultimately will 
go. 

    With all of that in 
mind, the next time you 
read through the book 
of Ecclesiastes, look for 
these hidden pieces of 
wisdom.  You might just 
learn something and 
gain a little more hope 
for the day. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jake 

I know that 

whatever 

God does, It 

shall be for-

ever, Noth-

ing can be 

added to it, 

And noth-

ing taken 

from it. 

God does it, 

that men 

shall fear 

before Him.  

Ecclesiastes 

3:14 
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Therefore I 
tell you, her 
sins, which 
are many, are 
forgiven—for 
she loved 
much. But he 
who is 
forgiven little, 
loves little.” 
Luke 7:47 

A new Small Group is being formed 
for those who have faced a diagnosis of 
cancer in the past or are currently fac-
ing one now. Small Groups are an op-
portunity to come together with a group 
of people (8-10), sharing their faith 
walk with each other and growing in 
their faith together.  This group will 
meet every other week. Time and day 
to meet will be decided with those 
whom are interested. If you have been 
through a cancer diagnosis you can 
help others whom are facing one now 
to find God’s love, peace and strength 
and in turn experience growth in your 
own faith.  If you are interested contact 
Dawn Bowe mail@bowehome.com or 
call 507-273-4371. 

NEW Small Group 

Small Group 

Are you tired of sitting 
home alone, not being 
able to do your normal 
activities? Not being 
able to have conversa-
tions with others?  Small 
groups are a great way to 
get to know other peo-
ple, connect with people 
you already know and 
share and grow in your 
faith walks together. 
You don't have to wait 
till it's safe to meet face 
to face. There are cur-
rently two small groups 
meeting every other 
week via Zoom.   If you 
would like to visit one of 
the groups contact 
Chuck Coleman 
at cscolemn@kmtel.com
or 273-9243. Chuck’s 
group meets every other 
Wednesday at 6:30 pm. 
Contact Marina Castner 
at lmcfarms@gmail.com
or 251-9142. Marina’s 
group meets every other 
Monday at 6:30 pm. 
Ruth’s small group will 
meet every other Tues-
day beginning June 1st at 
2:00 pm at her home. 

Naomi Circle 

 

Naomi Circle will 
meet June 3rd  at 
9:30 am at church. 



Steve Henslin    1 

Ian O'Neill      3 

Mark Anderson    5 

Bonnie Herrick    5 

Meghan Malisheske    5 

Darrell Denisen    6 

Connie Malisheske    6 

Ethan Scanlan    7 

Brittany Madery    8 

Sheila Burton  11 

Lloyd Henslin  12 

Nathaniel Kramer  12 

Les Trapp    12 

Dustin Looman  15 

Jason Marquardt  15 

Ryan Bartel    18 

       

 

Grace Worden 18 

Ashely Nelson 19 

Tyler Lunn   21 

Aurora Flynn   22 

Leila Flynn   22 

LeRoy Newell 22 

Lori Root   23 

Jesse Newell   25 

Jackilyn Thayer 25 

William Neil   26 

Linda Zomok   27 

    

June Birthday’s Page 4 

Repent therefore, and 
turn again, that your 
sins may be blotted 
out, 

Acts 3:19 

NOTE: The church win-
dow drawings  on page 
1 were drawn by 
Randy Wilbur. 

Prayer Chain 

KUMC offers a way to ask 
for prayers at any time. The 
prayer chain is a group of 
people whom will left up 
prayers to God when notified 
of a request. The prayer re-
quests are sent out through 
an email or phone call. If you 
would like to be part of the 
prayer chain group, to pray 
for others contact Dawn 
Bowe at 
mail@bowehome.com to get 
on the email list or contact 
Ruth Schomburg to get on 
the phone list 507-634-7502. 

To send a prayer request you 
can contact the church office, 
Dawn or Ruth. 

There is POWER IN 
PRAYER! 

 

 

 

A service group leader for Group 2  is needed. Chris 
Schroeder is the other leader and she needs your help! If 
you find it in your heart to help please let the church 
office know. 

We also need someone to be the head of all the service 
groups.    

 



OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS 

 

“Be strong and 
courageous; do 
not be        
frightened or 
dismayed, for 
the Lord your 
God is with you 
wherever you 
go.”           
Joshua 1:9 
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02  Curt & Malissa Alexander  20 years 

02  Jerry & Virginia Giese   37 years 

10  Randy & Pat Wilbur   43 years 

11  Matt & Nancy Kleeberger  44 years 

14  Brad & Sue Duncanson   46 years 

14 Dan & Lori Root   41 years 

14  Don & Brenda Scheller   41 years 

16  Mitch & Amy Fischer    37 years 

17  Pastor Jake & Rhianna     4 years 

 Hanson 

20  Deb & Bernie Bock    35 years 

23  Jim & Grace Gillies    59 Years 

26  Greg & Julie Bartel   39 years 

29 Roger & Janet Sinning   

June 21st
-27th is Red Rock Camp at 

Lake Koronis near Paynesville, MN. 
It’s an intergenerational United 
Methodist camp (meaning for all ag-
es), and it is fantastic. Christian fel-
lowship, outdoors fun, and most im-
portantly wonderful Christian teach-
ing are the name of the game. Pastor 
Jake is leading the youth and young 
adult ministries there, if there are any 
questions talk to him. Head over to 
redrock.org or talk to Pastor Jake to 

sign-up. Sign up price is $450 for 
adults, $420 for youth, and $390 for 
elementary children. There are schol-
arships available, for our youth, so 
don’t be worried about the cost. If 
you want to go, we will make it hap-
pen! 

RED ROCK CAMP 

Coffee 

hour will 

resume 

on June 

20th for 

KUMC. 



 

 

“Ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek, 
and you will find; 
knock, and it will 
be opened to you. 
Matthew 7:7 
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And he who was 

seated on the 

throne said, 

“Behold, I am 

making all things 

new.” Also he 

said, “Write this 

down, for these 

words are trust-

worthy and true.” 

Revelation 21:5 

I plan to attend UW-Stout 
majoring in  Psychology and 
minoring in Business.  

Class color: Silver 

 Class Flower:   Gladiolus                
 (means remembrance)  

Class Song:  “We’re All In This Together”             
  from High School  Musical 

 

Class Motto: “Twenty years from now 
you will be more disappointed by the 
things you didn’t do than by the ones 
you did” -Mark Twain 



Operation Christmas 

Summer Family Nights 
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This summer we will be 
having three family 
nights, one in each 
month. We will serve 
dinner, have a short 
message with a little 
music, and have a huge 
family activity each 
time. The goal is for us 
to connect our churches 
with our youth group 
members, Sunday 
school kids, and their 

families. Each family 
night will take place at 
KUMC (although we 
will likely work our 
way down to the park 
for activities) and will 
take place from 5:30-

8:00 pm. Keep an eye 
out for more infor-
mation as the dates get 
closer, but the plans for 
now are as follows: 
 

06/09/21- “Hope in a 
Broken World”, Family 
Kickball 

07/21/21- “The Cure for 
Anxiety”, Ultimate Fris-
bee, Youth Group (Jr./
Sr. High) Overnight 

08/11/21- “God’s Love 
for the Church”, Relay 
Races/Obstacle Course 

Operation Christmas Child 
is a project through Sa-
maritan’s Purse, an inter-
national relief organiza-
tion. Our church has been 
participating in this project 
for many years. We fill 
shoeboxes with toys, hy-
giene items, school sup-
plies & Christian items 
which are sent to children 
across the globe. This a 
great way for our church 

to be in ministry to others 
all around the world. The 
boxes are filled and deliv-
ered to a drop off site in 
November. 

We pack 90 shoe boxes, 15 
for each age group, Boys-

ages 2-4, 5-9, 10-14 & Girls
-ages 2-4,5-9,10-14.  Dona-
tions of new items for the 
boxes are greatly appreci-
ated; Washcloth, tooth-
brush, bar soap, socks, 

small toys, balls, jump 
ropes, small stuff animals. 
coloring books, crayons, 
colored pencils, markers, 
combs, brushes, small wa-
ter bottles/plastic cups. 

 A drop off box for donat-
ed items can be found in-
side the office entrance at 
KUMC. We cannot send 
any liquids, toothpaste, 
food items, or war-related 
items.  

We also make items 
for the boxes in the 
OCC craft room in 
the Sunday School 
wing at KUMC. 
Homemade items 
are greatly appreci-
ated. We have part-
nered with Prairie 
Meadows in the past 
receiving wonderful 
items they have 
made for the boxes. 

Please consider be-
ing part of this min-
istry in the follow-
ing ways: Donate 
items, make items- 
a list of what needs 
to be made can be 
found in the OCC 
craft room, be part 
of the Action Team 
for this ministry.  
There will be a 
meeting sometime 
this summer for 
members of this Ac-
tion Team. 

If you would like to 
be part of this Ac-
tion Team or have 
any questions con-
tact Dawn Bowe 
maill@bowehome. 
com/273-4371. 
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Service Group  3  

Sue Duncanson and Rhonda 
Larsen  

June 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Ruth’s Small 
Group meets 

2:00 pm 

2 

M&M Coffee    

9:00 am 

People Group 

6:00 pm 

3  

Naomi Circle   

9:30 am 

4 5 

6  

Honor our  

Graduate 

7 8  

SPRC 6:30 pm 

9  

Family night 

5:30-8:00 pm 

M&M Coffee    

9:00 am 

10 11 12 

13 14 

Lorraine  

Spading  

90th B’day 

15  

Ruth’s Small 
Group meets 

2:00 pm 

16 

Newsletter  

articles due 

M&M Coffee     

9:00 am 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 

M&M Coffee    

9:00 am 

24 25 26 

27 

UMW meets 

Rev. Clint     

Patterson guest 

pastor 

28 29 30 

M&M Coffee    

9:00 am 

   

Service Group 3 

Sue Duncanson and 
Rhonda Larsen 

Annual conference 22-24                  Pastor Jake at camp 21-27 

Service Group 3 

Sue Duncanson and               
Rhonda Larsen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Kasson UMC 

801 5th Ave NW, 
Kasson, MN 55944 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.kassonumc.org 

Ju
ne

  2
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Pleasant Corners UMC Mission Statement 

Our church has and open door for all to enter, and they shall find within, a congregation with this mission 
(taken from the fourth chapter of Ephesians).  “The work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God……..speaking the 
truth in love.”  

 

Kasson UMC  Mission Statement 

Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  


