
Sermon Title:  “The Raising of Lazarus” 

 

Prelude 

UMH #368 “My Hope Is Built” 

Congregational Reading:  UMH #853 Psalm 138:1-3 

Opening Prayer/Congregational Prayer 
Apostle’s Creed UMH #881 

Questions from Our Youth:  “What is the meaning of life?” 

Scripture 

John 11:1-57 (Luke 19:41) 
Sermon:  “The Raising of Lazarus” 

Lord’s Prayer 
UMH #374 “Standing on the Promises” 

Closing Prayer and Benediction: Number 6:24-26 

Postlude 

 

Questions: 
In John 11 the disciples are afraid to go with Jesus to see Lazarus.  Why? 

Why does Jesus weep?  He knows that He is going to raise Lazarus, so why be grieved to 
the point of weeping? 

There are two responses to this miracle.  One group of Jews believes, and the other seeks to 
kill Jesus.  Why such stark differences?  What does this tell us about the truth of the 
Gospel as we preach it? 

 

Memory Verse:  John 11:35 “Jesus Wept” 

  
Monthly Challenge:  This month your challenge is to memorize the Beatitudes.  More im-
portantly, beyond just memorizing them you are also challenged to memorize what the individ-
ual Beatitudes actually mean. 
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Opening Prayer 

 

Good Morning Beloved, I hope that you know you are regularly prayed for and are well loved 
here in our churches.  Whether you are a first time visitor (online or in person), or a longtime 
member, please know that we are thankful for you and are praying for you.  Today’s message 
should speak to all of us.  The raising of Lazarus is a wonderful reminder of the Lord we 
serve… but it is also a grim reminder that there are two ways we can react to His marvelous 
love.  On the front end we should recognize that there is much more in the fifty-eight verses 
than I could possibly cover in twenty minutes, so we are instead going to focus on just a few 
key highlights: that the Lord’s plans are bigger than we can imagine, that He sympathizes and 
cares for how we feel, and that we have two possible outcomes when we come into contact 
with Him.  As is always the case, a little context helps us to understand the scripture we just 
read together. 
 

Up until this point in Lent we have spent the majority of our time in the Beatitudes.  The eight 
blessings, which are really commands, were preached at the Sermon on the Mount at the      
beginning of Jesus’s ministry.  Today’s scripture comes from the end.  The central part of 
John’s Gospel takes place during the last week of Jesus’s life, specifically a large number of 
teachings given to the disciples at the Last Supper.  That is how chapter eleven that we read 
can be near the end of His life even though it is near the middle of this particular Gospel.  By 
the time we read John 11 Jesus has performed almost all of His famous miracles.  He is mere 
weeks at most away from being crucified.  He has a large following of people who think He 
might just be the Messiah, but He also has drawn the ire of the religious leaders of the day who 
seek to kill Him at the first available opportunity.  His ministry is coming to a close, His life is 
nearing its end, and yet before He goes to Jerusalem to accomplish the greatest saving act ever, 
He first is going to give a foretaste by raising Lazarus from the dead. 
 

We read at the beginning of the chapter “Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha.  It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, 
and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.  So the sisters sent word to 
Him, saying, ‘Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.”  Jesus’s friend, Lazarus, is sick and 
the family sends word to Him.  They send that message to Him for an obvious reason… they 
hope Jesus will heal him.  Martha, Mary, and Lazarus have seen Jesus at work, and they have 
seen His miracles and heard His teachings.  We get a hint at their intentions when in verses 21 
and 32 Martha and Mary each individually tell Jesus when they first see Him “If you would 
have been here, my brother would not have died.”  There is some truth in that statement, isn’t 
there Beloved?  Jesus had healed many sick men and women.   



The lame man by the pool of Bethesda, the lady with a years long hemorrhage, the blind men, 
the guy with a withered hand, Peter’s mother in law who had a fever, many people with de-
mons, the paralytic… the list is pretty long.  There is even more to it though, because Jesus 
had also healed from afar a few different times.  In Mark 7:24-30 Jesus heals a Syrophoenician 
woman’s daughter who had an unclean spirt from a distance.  In Matthew 8:5-13 Jesus heals a 
Roman Centurion’s servant who is ill from a ways away.  Perhaps most applicable to Laza-
rus’s condition, in John 4:46-54 Jesus heals a Capernaum official’s son who is ill to the point 
of death.  Yet, Jesus neither comes in time to heal nor heals Lazarus from a distance.  In fact 
we read that “Now Jesus loved Marth and her sister and Lazarus.  So when He heard that he 
was sick, He then stayed two days longer in the place where He was.”  Why?  How is this   
loving?  How is this God’s plan? 

 

This is a prime example about how God’s plans and goodness far exceed our understanding.  
One of the most overused (and often least useful because it is used wrong) verses in scripture 
is Isaiah 55:9.  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.”  Often we pastors are guilty of using this verse in 
a non helpful way and putting it out of context, but in the case of John 11 it is extremely       
applicable.  The sisters of Lazarus and the disciples of Jesus and everyone who knew this man 
had absolutely no clue about what Jesus was planning.  Jesus had raised a widow’s son from 
the dead spontaneously in Luke 7, and a chapter later in Luke 8 He raised Jairus’s daughter, 
but both of these actions took place directly after they had passed.  Lazarus was in the tomb 
for four days, he had been dead for the better part of a week.  In the case of the other two there 
could have been claims that Jesus had staged the events or that He had truly only woken them 
up from a comatose near death state.  This is definitely not applicable to the raising of Lazarus, 
and after four days his body was already decaying as they mention in John 11:39.  The Lord’s 
plan, which no one else could comprehend or understand, was to manifest His glory in the 
greatest way before His crucifixion and resurrection, giving everyone a foretaste of what He 
was going to do.  They could not comprehend that the dead Lazarus, whom Jesus had allowed 
to die, was going to rise again and be a greater testimony to the truth than if Jesus had simply 
healed him beforehand.  Beloved, we should recognize that God’s plans are bigger and better 
than we could imagine, and that if we have trouble and strife in this life, He has already      
factored them in.   
 

Jesus didn’t make Lazarus sick, and He didn’t kill Lazarus, but He used an evil result of a   
sinful world and turned it into showing His glory.  There are likely many of us who can con-
firm that it was a tragedy that brought us back to Christ.  The death of a loved one, a difficult 
spell in our marriage, a loss of a job, etc. that prompted us to seek refuge in Christ, which in 
turn led to our salvation.  This doesn’t mean God doesn’t care, by the way.  The eleventh  
chapter of John is filled with reminders that Jesus loved Lazarus and his sisters and those 
around them.  In verse 3 the sisters proclaim “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.”   



In verse 5 we read “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.”  In verse 11 Jesus 
calls Lazarus “our friend” to the disciples.  Twice Jesus is “deeply moved” or “grieved” when 
He sees the peoples’ anguish over Lazarus.  The most telling verse though, is John 11:35, 
“Jesus Wept.”  It is the shortest verse in scripture, but it tells you everything you need to know 
about how Jesus feels about you when you are in anguish.  He weeps over the grief Lazarus’s 
sisters felt.  He weeps over the people who have come to mourn Lazarus’s passing.  He knows 
Lazarus will join Him in heaven.  He knows that in just a few short moments He will go and 
call Lazarus out of the tomb and that the people will rejoice.  Yet He weeps… the Lord      
sympathizes with our weaknesses and our pains just as Hebrews 4:14-16 states.  He cares for 
how you feel, Beloved.  Anguish happens in this life, and even though He knows the truth and 
the future and the rejoicing that will take place, He cares here and now for Lazarus’s family… 
and also for you.  Your heart is on God’s heart, and just like a good parent grieves to hear their 
baby cry when trying to sleep with a tummy ache, so too does your heavenly Father weep 
when you are in agony.  He cares for us.  Ultimately, thankfully,  we read about the joy in this 
story of Lazarus being raised, and the greater joy that many came to believe. 
 

In John 11:43-45 we read “When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come forth.’  The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrap-
pings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth.  Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let 
him go.’  Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and saw what He had done, believed 
in Him.”  Lazarus is raised, many believe the truth that Jesus is the Messiah, and as a result we 
could rightly surmise that a number of them will join us in eternity.  That is the right response 
to the great things the Lord does, it is to believe and to belong to Him.  When Jesus is crucified 
and resurrects from the tomb three days later, many came to believe and many are still coming 
to believe.  Without the resurrection, there is no joy.  Lazarus being raised is a foretaste of the 
salvation that will come through Christ’s sacrifice.  We, Beloved, look forward not to being 
woken up again to live as before like Lazarus was, but to awakening in paradise with our    
Creator.  However, there is a wrong response to the truth too, unfortunately.  In the case of our 
scripture today we read in John 11:46-47 “But some of them went to the Pharisees and told 
them the things which Jesus had done.  Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened 
a council, and were saying, ‘What are we doing?  For this man is performing many signs.’”  
And later in verse 53 “So from that day on they planned together to kill Him.”  Beloved, the 
opposite response to the truth of Christ’s saving grace is to reject it… and seek His death.  In 
fact if you were to jump ahead to John 12:10-11 you would read “But the chief priests planned 
to put Lazarus to death also; because on account of him many of the Jews were going away 
and were believing in Jesus.”  If the right response is to believe and follow Jesus, the absolute 
opposite is to seek His death and the destruction of all the good that He has accomplished.   



 

Beloved, as we approach Holy Week we should remember these three truths that we see in the 
story of Lazarus.  We should remember that God’s plans are bigger than ours, that He cares for 
us even in our mortal distress, and that we have a choice to make in how to respond to His  
resurrection.  We can either believe and follow Him for the great saving work He has done, or 
we can reject Him in spite of His great love and walk away.  Let us pray, 
 

Closing Prayer 

 

 

 


