
Sermon Title:  “The Merciful” 

 

Prelude 

TFWS #2164 “Sanctuary” (Twice Through)/UMH #393 “Spirit of the Living God” (Twice Through) 
TFWS #2126 “All Who Hunger”/UMH #355 “Depth of Mercy” 

Communion Reading:  1st Corinthians 11:23-32 

Opening Prayer/Congregational Prayer 
Apostle’s Creed UMH #881 

Questions from Our Youth:  “What did Jesus look like?” 

Scripture 

Matthew 5:1-7 

Matthew 9:27-29 

Matthew 18:21-35 

Hosea 6:6 

Sermon:  “The Merciful” 

Lord’s Prayer 
UMH #121 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

Closing Prayer and Benediction: Number 6:24-26 

Postlude 

 

Questions: 
 

1. We often hear about mercy and grace in our church, but what do they really mean?  What is the differ-
ence, and how does that affect our understanding that God is “merciful?” 

2. We are shown mercy in a lot of ways, many of which we may not even acknowledge.  What are some 
ways God shows us mercy every day, relenting from giving us that which we deserve? 

3. The biggest questions people generally have about God is how He could allow bad things to happen to 
good people.  Understanding that we are sinners, how does the concept of mercy affect our understand-
ing of Him? 

 

Memory Verse:  Matthew 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” 

  
Weekly Challenge:  This month your challenge is to memorize the Beatitudes.  More importantly, beyond just 
memorizing them you are also challenged to memorize what the individual Beatitudes actually mean. 
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Pastor Jacob Hanson 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Good Morning Beloved, I hope today finds you well.  Today our topic is mercy.  It is perhaps 
the most defining characteristic of our Lord’s personality.  You cannot talk about God rightly 
without talking about His mercy.  You cannot turn to anywhere in scripture without seeing that 
mercy, or at least its offering, is present.  The Lord is merciful, Jesus is merciful, the Spirit is 
merciful, and therefore accordingly God’s people are called to be merciful.  In our main  
reading for today we see that blessed are we if we are merciful, for then we shall receive  
mercy.  As it’s sister verse in Luke 6:36 perhaps more easily states “Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful.”  Beloved, as we delve into this Beatitude and this topic today, we MUST 
remember that we are commanded to be merciful.  Mercy is not easy, but it is commanded and 
it is good. 
 

First things first, we have to understand what is meant by mercy.  Mercy is not the same as 
grace, although we often use these words interchangeably.  Grace is to receive something you 
did not earn.  A parent gives you a great Christmas gift, your boss gives you an extra week off 
beyond what is in your contract, or someone paying for your lunch out of the blue are all basic 
examples of grace.  We receive grace of course through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection 
when we are given eternal life.  We didn’t earn it, we can’t earn it, but we receive it because it 
is freely given and we are grateful.  Mercy, on the other hand, is to not receive that which you 
did earn.  A police officer not giving you that speeding ticket, that teacher not giving you that 
failing grade, or your parents not punishing you are all acts of mercy.  We receive mercy 
through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection because by our own sinful actions we have 
earned an eternity in hell… and yet by His sacrifice we are forgiven.  Forgiveness requires 
mercy.  We often forget what we have earned through our sinful interactions.  We like to think 
of ourselves as good and holy and just in our own right, but the truth is that when we are 
measured up to God’s standards for morality we are woefully inadequate and are guilty of the 
gravest offenses.  Lying, cheating, hating, immoralities, idolatry, disrespecting our parents, etc. 
all are actions that separate us from God, and the ultimate result of being separated from Him 
in this life is to be fully separated from Him in the next… which is hell.  Just as we don’t like 
to think about what we have earned, we also often forget the mercy God extends to all of us 
every day.  We have earned destruction by our sins, yet the Lord relents and allows most of us 
to live to a ripe old age regardless if we trust in Him or not.  However as Christians we know 
that the ultimate mercy is our salvation from hell, and that only comes from receiving His free 
gift.  With that in mind, we must recognize that as we have been shown mercy, so too must we 
show mercy to others. 



In our reading from Matthew 18:21-35 we see what mercy from our Lord looks like and we 
see a warning for us if we are not merciful, shown in the form of a parable.  “Then Peter came 
and said to Him, ‘Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him?  Up to 
seven times?  Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy 
times seven.  For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves.’”  Peter asks the question that we may often ponder with  
regards to mercy.  How often should I forgive?  How often should I relent when someone asks 
for forgiveness?  Christ’s response is that we should forgive infinitely, that we should show 
mercy infinitely, and the parable that comes next gives us the idea why.  We are called to show 
mercy just as we first have been shown a much greater mercy.   
 

The king in the parable goes out to settle accounts, to collect the dues owed.  He comes to one 
servant who definitely cannot pay his debt.  The punishment for not fulfilling the debt is that 
everything the servant has, his whole life, is going to be sold to pay the debt.  The slave in  
response does this: “So the slave fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, 
‘Have patience with me and I will repay you everything.”  That slave had no way to pay back 
his debt.  The debt he owed, the debt he had accumulated in the parable, is ten thousand  
talents.  One talent as a reference to money, depending on which resource you look at, 
weighed between 79 and 130 pounds.  The talent referenced here would have been a talent of 
gold, which would have taken a regular laborer something like fifteen years worth of labor to 
accumulate.  This man owed ten thousand talents of gold, he was a common laborer or slave 
by definition, and he was therefore never going to be able to pay back what he owed.  This is a 
monumental debt, a gdp-esque loss for the king, and we read “And the lord of that slave felt 
compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.”  Beloved, that is a huge mercy, and it 
is obvious who Jesus is referencing here.  The parable isn’t about mercy in regards to  
monetary or physical debts, but instead it is about debts of sin. 
 

In the parable the king is the Lord, the servant is one of us, and the debt accumulated is in  
reference to our debts of sins.  There is a reason why many of you may have grown up praying 
the Lord’s prayer with the phrase “Forgive us our debts, just as we forgive our debtors,”  
because the understanding is that our sins are akin to massive debts.  This servant has no hope 
on his own, he cannot pay his debt, his time of freedom was coming to a close, and soon he 
was going to be delivered over.  In his agony he pleads to the king, to God, to spare him.  In 
the king’s mercy, he is spared.  Beloved, this is the heart of the Gospel, that God extends  
mercy to those who call out to Him, even though they don’t deserve forgiveness.  This is a 
joyful parable… until we see what happens to that same servant. 
 



We read “But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you own.’  So his 
fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have patience with me 
and I will repay you.’  But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should 
pay back what was owed.”  It is worthwhile to note that the amount this other slave owed the 
first one was one that could actually be paid back.  A denarii was equivalent to one day’s wage.  
This is a big debt for sure, a hundred days worth of work, but it is not something that is  
impossible to pay back.  This second slave asks for the same mercy that the first already  
received for a much greater debt, and yet he does not receive it.  The other slaves see what has 
happened, are “deeply grieved” and report back to the king what has happened.  The result is 
“’You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  Should you not 
also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’  And his 
lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was 
owed him.  My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive 
his brother from your heart.”  What is the point in all this Beloved?  The point is that one who 
follows the Lord will show mercy, just as we first have been shown mercy.  To not show mercy 
is to invite destruction, sin, and pain into our hearts.  Forgiveness and mercy go hand in hand 
with being a disciple of Christ’s.  If the defining characteristic of God’s personality is to show 
mercy, then it only makes sense that this would be the defining characteristic of His people. 
 

In another part of Matthew, 9:9-13, Jesus admonishes a group of religious leaders who scoff at 
evil tax collectors eating with Jesus.  These folks who had strayed far from the Lord were  
coming back to Him, and the religious leaders were unimpressed and were not willing to  
forgive their great transgressions.  Jesus responds to that unforgiveness with a scripture from 
Hosea, saying “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.”  That is what the Lord desires from us.  We 
often think that being a great Christian means that we do all the churchy stuff.  We think that 
being a good Christian means getting Baptized, Confirmed, taking Communion, donating to 
the church, serving in ministry, praying, reading our Bibles, etc.  All of that is important, and is 
in fact commanded, but at the heart of sanctification, at the heart of being transformed by 
God’s mercy towards us, is that we in turn show mercy to others.  As Pastor John MaCarthur 
would say, “We are closest to the Lord when we forgive.”  Forgiveness Beloved, is at the heart 
of the Gospel, and it is at the heart of a redeemed man or woman.  Everything we do comes out 
of gratitude to the Lord for being forgiven and out of our desire to be close to Him. 
 



Practically, showing mercy releases us from the burden of carrying anger and rage and  
difficulty.  It is most certainly easier to say that we are to forgive and to show mercy than it is 
to actually ourselves forgive and show mercy… but we are called to do it.  In fact we are 
blessed if we do it.  There is a difference between forgiveness and being foolish of course.  We 
have to always mention this.  You don’t put yourself in a bad situation when you forgive or 
show  
mercy, but what you do is no longer hold a grudge.  You do your half of reconciling with that  
person, whether they ever fix it or not.  Why?  Because it is first and foremost commanded of 
us, but in a secondary manner because in it we are blessed by being released from the misery 
of holding those grudges.  Many men and women still carry the burden of a hurt that took 
place fifty years ago in high school.  Many men and women still suffer with the pain of heart-
ache for years and years and decades and decades… because they will not forgive and show 
mercy.   
Ultimately, the Christian who does not forgive, who does not show mercy, will suffer because 
we are then out of step with our Lord.  When we as believers are walking contrary to God’s 
will in any respect, He lets us know.  We suffer when we do not show mercy as we first have 
been shown mercy.  Therefore lets do the opposite, lets forgive and show mercy, just as we first 
were shown mercy.  Blessed are we if we are merciful, for we shall then receive mercy.   
 

 

As we great ready to close in prayer and leave, I would invite you to listen to this command 
and to apply it in your own lives.  Is there anyone whom you have not shown mercy to?  Is 
there  
anyone that you struggle to forgive?  If there is, make that extremely difficult first step of  
lifting the whole matter up to the Lord in prayer.  Don’t neglect the fact that you have been 
called to forgive, just as you first were forgiven a much more monumental grievance.  Beloved 
we are blessed to show mercy, for in it then we too are shown mercy. 
Lets pray. 
 

Closing Prayer 

 


