
Sermon Title:  “Palm Sunday” 

 

Prelude 

TFWS #2075 “King of Kings”/UMH #98 “To God Be the Glory” 

UMH #280 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

Congregational Reading:  UMH #768 Psalm 33 vs. 13-22 

Opening Prayer/Congregational Prayer 
Apostle’s Creed UMH #881 

Questions from Our Youth:  “Is God the only one who says there is a heaven and hell?” 

Scripture 

Matthew 21:1-11 

Luke 19:37-42 

John 12:12-29 

Sermon:  “Palm Sunday” 

Lord’s Prayer 
UMH #361 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 

Closing Prayer and Benediction: Number 6:24-26 

Postlude 

 

Questions: 
 

Palm Sunday is notable because Jesus is hailed as a king when He enters Jerusalem, yet just 
a few days later He will be put to death by the same people.  What facilitates that 
change? 

We often think of Palm Sunday as a glorious day, but really there is something very sad 
about it.  What about Palm Sunday is mournful rather than worth rejoicing about? 

As you get ready for Holy Week (and the subsequent end of Lent), you are encouraged to 
reflect on what the Lord has been teaching you in this season.  What are you learning, 
where are you growing, and where are you being convicted? 

 

Memory Verse:  Mark 11:9 “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” 

 

Holy Week Challenge:  This week read through the final week of Jesus’s life as is recounted in 
Matthew chapters 26-28.  This will give you a good overview of all that we will talk about on 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday.  More importantly it will prepare your 
heart for the celebration of the greatest day in human history! 
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Opening Prayer 

 

Good Morning Beloved, and welcome to service here on Palm Sunday.  Palm Sunday marks 
the beginning of the end of the life of Jesus as seen in Holy Week.  Over the course of seven 
days Jesus will enter triumphantly in Jerusalem hailed as king, teach a few final words, have 
His last supper with the disciples, be betrayed by Judas Iscariot, and will be crucified.  A week 
from today we will celebrate the triumphant resurrection of Jesus, the most important event in 
human history.  This morning we focus in on that first day of Holy Week, which will set the 
stage remarkably for us on what Jesus has come to do.  We would do well to note that there is 
an interesting dichotomy going on throughout Jesus’s triumphant entry.  On one hand Jesus is 
hailed as a king, on the other hand we get many glimpses into the truth that Jesus has come to 
be sacrificed rather than to rule.  Jesus has come to save, but not in an earthly sense as was   
expected, but rather to save all who call on Him from their sins. 
 

We read this morning three of the four accounts out of the Gospels regarding Jesus’s entry into 
Jerusalem.  Beginning in Matthew 21 we can see that while Jesus enters in many respects as a 
king, He also looks very much the part of a sacrifice.  Matthew 21:2-5 reads “Saying to them, 
‘Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a colt 
with her; untie them and bring them to Me.  If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 
‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.’  This took place to fulfill 
what was spoken through the prophet: ‘Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold you king is  
coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a beast of  
burden.’”  The prophecy that Jesus would enter Jerusalem seated on a donkey comes from 
Zechariah 9:9, and it give us the immediate insight that Jesus is not there to conquer.  A  
donkey is not an appropriate beast of war.  The hope from the Jews, the reason they so quickly 
go from haling Jesus as king to condemning Him to death, is that if Jesus is the Messiah then 
He will remove the Romans from their rule in Jerusalem and establish a new Jewish kingdom.  
Jesus is most certainly the Messiah, and He has come to save and to establish His kingdom, 
but He comes to set up a spiritual kingdom and not a physical one.  The salvation from sins is 
what Jesus is coming to rescue the Jews (and all who would call on Him) from.  If His  
kingdom was of this world then Jesus would have been riding in on a more appropriate beast, 
such as a horse or a camel.  It is akin to a conquering general returning to his home country to 
much fanfare, but riding into his city in the bucket of a tractor rather than in the bed of a  
military jeep.  Jesus enters with shouts of praise and palm branches/coats lining His way as 
you would expect a king would, but to enter on a beast of burden shows His intention to save 
and not to conquer.  Another hint of Jesus’s plans comes in our second account we read from 
Luke 19. 



 

Luke 19:28-44 begins as we read in Matthew with Jesus being seated upon a colt and entering 
the city to shouts of Hosanna.  But we get a little further insight into the fact that not everyone 
is convinced that Jesus is coming to rid the city of the Romans.  In verses 39-40 we read 
“Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, ‘Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.’  But Jesus 
answered, ‘I tell you, if these became silent, the stones will cry out!’”  As we know the     
Pharisees despise Jesus.  He has repeatedly called their faith into questions, has dared to teach 
that He is God, and has led many to come to believe that He is the Messiah.  The Pharisees are 
looking for the first available opportunity to get rid of Jesus, which they will do with an illegal 
trial in the dead of night between Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  Here they cannot do 
anything to stop Jesus though, except to tell Him to keep people from worshipping Him.  Jesus 
tells them that even the stones would cry out, which is accurate.  For hundreds of years the 
proper king in Jerusalem has been absent.  Jesus is of the right lineage physically through 
Mary, but He of course also is the Lord.  He is the returning king.  It is right that the people 
rejoice at His entrance, as He has come to establish His spiritual kingdom.  Even though no 
one who observed this knew what Jesus’s plans were, they still rightly rejoiced.  As we know 
though, in a few days this same city will reject Him, and for this reason He weeps. 
 

Luke 19:41-44 reads “When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it,   
saying, ‘If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace!  But now 
they have been hidden from your eyes.  For the days will come upon you when your enemies 
will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, and 
they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you 
one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.”  Jesus 
weeps over Jerusalem Beloved, knowing the destruction that is coming.  This is one of only 
two times in the Gospels where Jesus is noted as weeping by the way.  He weeps for the grief 
of the people regarding Lazarus’s death, as we noted last week, and He weeps here for the   
unrepentant and sinful city that He loves so dearly.  For all of their religiosity, all of their fake 
piety, all of their blessings given through the Law and the prophets, they will reject Jesus and 
call for His blood.  In AD 70, a short thirty-seven years after this proclamation the Jews will 
see destruction come to Jerusalem and their people scattered across the Roman Empire.  Jesus 
has not come to throw out the Romans, but to throw out sin.  Unfortunately, because they did 
not recognize who Christ was the consequence is destruction as He states in verse forty-four.  
Beloved, we often think about Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday as a joyful event.  
The truth is that while it is glorious for what Jesus is going to do and who He is, that there is 
also great tragedy in it.  The people who hale Jesus as king also call for His crucifixion.  The 
city that should embrace the Messiah the most seeks to kill Him.  The place that Jesus should 
love to enter is a place that causes Him to weep. 



The final account of Jesus’s triumphal entry on Palm Sunday that we read this morning came 
from John 12.  Here we get an even greater taste about what Jesus has really come into the city 
to do.  It begins the same as our other two accounts, with Jesus riding in on a donkey and with 
the people crying “Hosanna!” before Him.  In this account we also see the Pharisees plotting 
in action like in the Gospel of Luke.  Verse 19 says “So the Pharisees said to one another, ‘You 
see that you are not doing any good; look, the world has gone after Him.’”  (Note that they  
already were plotting to kill Him after He raised Lazarus by this point.)  Unlike the other two 
accounts we read though, John also offers a couple of key insights with conversations between 
Jesus and a couple disciples highlighted.  When the disciples hear that even the Gentiles want 
see Jesus, they come and tell Him.  When Jesus hears this we read in verses 22-24 “Philip 
came and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip came and told Jesus.  And Jesus answered them, 
saying, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Truly, truly I say to you,      
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit.’”  What does Jesus mean?  He is telling them that His glory is going to be shown 
fully and His kingdom expanded by His own death. 
 

Jesus continues to tell them this truth in a time where the crowds are following Jesus and     
rejoicing over Him in verses 27-29 “Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 
‘Father, save Me from this hour?’  But for this purpose I came to this hour.  Father, glorify 
Your name.”  Then a voice came out of heaven: ‘I have both glorified it, and will glorify it 
again.’  So the crowd of people who stood by and heard it were saying that it had thundered; 
others were saying, ‘An angel has spoken to Him.’”  In a time where everyone expects Jesus 
to proclaim His kingdom, overthrow the Romans, and establish Israel once more, Jesus instead 
hints that He is going to die.  In this God will be given glory, and the words Jesus speaks are 
confirmed by a voice from heaven.  If you were to keep reading beyond, you would see that in 
no uncertain terms Jesus tells the crowds that He is going to be crucified, and they do not     
understand since they think the Messiah will reign forever.  Jesus will, but in a heavenly   
kingdom and not in a physical one (at least in this age) as they expect.  In response, they will 
have Jesus killed just a few days later, which completes His plan to bring salvation. 
 

Beloved, as we near the end of our worship here on Palm Sunday, we should know that God’s 
plans are always at work.  We should know that Jesus came not to do something so simple as 
just establishing an earthly kingdom and be declared a king Himself, but instead He came to 
save our souls through His own sacrifice.  This week as we worship on Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and on Easter Sunday, I would encourage you to see the dual nature of these 
days.  Remember the grief and the pain that accompanies Jesus’s death for our sins in addition 
to the marvelous joy that His death brings us in salvation.  We have much to rejoice in even as 
we somberly remember that God was hung on a tree for you and I.  Let us pray, 
 

Closing Prayer 


