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Impacting a Generation!  

CrownCARES is an outreach initiative of Carolina Crown Inc., a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization located 

in Fort Mill, South Carolina. With a Mission of “Impacting a Generation”, CrownCARES partners with 

existing charitable organizations to amplify outreach opportunities within the communities we serve. 

OUR HISTORY 

The CrownCARES story began in 2015 with the relocation of Carolina Crowns annual NightBEAT: Tour of 

Champions event from Charlotte to Winston-Salem North Carolina.  During the development stage of 

the 2015 event the question was asked…”how can we impact Winston-Salem to an even greater 

degree?” The answer… CrownCARES! 

2015 

First-year beneficiaries of CrownCARES included the Winston-Salem Forsyth County Band Programs and 

Samaritan Ministries of Winston-Salem. Both organizations benefitted from the 2015 NightBEAT: Tour of 

Champions, a competitive drum corps event; WSFCS Bands through a donation of $3,000.00 from 

proceeds of the event program and Samaritan Ministries from a creative ticket promotion that 

contributed monies from every ticket purchased through their website back to this important ministry. 

2016 

This year as we saw an additional competitive event added to Crown’s summer tour our partnership 

with the WSFCS Schools continued with the schools benefitting again from the receipt of significant 

funds from the sales of event programs. In addition, we added a new strategic outreach partner; 

Samaritan’s Feet. Through this partnership, and the benevolence of Director’s Showcase International 

and Hanes Brands, CrownCARES was able to distribute shoes, socks, and a message of hope to 

approximately 1,300 children and teens; in Winston-Salem, Durham and Columbia South Carolina! 

 

 

 



IMPACT! 
2016 

1,100 
Number of children served with new shoes, socks and a message of hope! 

4/300 
Number of Equity-Plus High School Marching Bands (4) outfitted with brand new shoes…300+ children! 

8 
Number of Forsyth County High Schools receiving funds from event program sales!  

200+ 
Number of Volunteers serving our children! 

3 
Cities served: Winston-Salem NC, Columbia SC, Durham NC! 

 

2015 

$3,000      WSFCS School Band Programs 

$500     Samaritan Ministries 

100+         Community Volunteers 



The first year of United Way’s partnership with 
CrownCARES achieved tremendous 
success.  First, in working with CrownCARES, we 
were able to expose members of the community 
to the NightBEAT competition, which will inspire 
many young people to get involved and stay 
involved in music.  We know that music is a 
gateway to better learning across the academic 
spectrum as well as the arts.  Second, 
CrownCARES leadership in organizing the shoe 
distribution was a wonderful gift to the 
community.  The donation of shoes to hundreds 
of school age children relieves a financial burden 
for families and, more importantly, it provides 
these young people increased confidence as they 
prepare to return to school – a key to their 
success in the coming year. 
 
Eric Aft, Chief Operating Officer 
United Way of Forsyth County 
 

What’s Being Said? 

The CrownCARES outreach program was 
absolutely incredible and life changing. It was a 
life changing experience and everyone who 
served did so with an open heart and was 
completely humbled by the experience. It was 
great seeing the excitement in the eyes of the 
children who received a new pair of shoes, some 
for the first time in their lives.  This experience 
has prompted me to get up and take action in my 
local community and try to make a difference in 
the lives of others. 
 
Jeff Dyson, Vice President-Marketing 
Director’s Showcase International 



What’s Being Said? 
 

Carver High School Marching Band 
3545 Carver School Road 
Winston Salem, NC 27105 
  
Dear Carolina Crown, 
 
Thank you so much for the generous shoe donation to the Carver High 
School Marching Band. 
 
As you may know, Carver High School is an Equity Plus school which 
means all of our students receive free lunch. We have students each year 
who want to participate in band at Carver High School, but cannot afford 
to pay band fees. The band boosters try to raise funds for supplies 
needed to keep our program going. 
 
Please know that the donation is greatly appreciated. Participation in the 
band will help the support of music education for our students. This will 
facilitate the development of our student’s musical abilities and increase 
their opportunities for scholarships to higher education. With the 
generous support of people like you, we will be able to help many of 
these individuals not only to meet essential needs, but to work toward a 
brighter future. 
 
Thank you again, and we look forward to your continued support. 
Sincerely, 
 
Juan Eckard, Director of Bands 
Steven Floyd, Band Booster President 



What’s Being Said? 
 Gentlemen, I cannot put in 

words how this past 
weekend got me fired up 
while working in the 
community serving those 
children!! I saw myself in 
the life style of some when I 
was their age. 
Leroy 
Volunteer 

 During such hard times for us as a 
country I saw people of all walks come 
together with so much love. I was so 
humbled and grateful to be part of this 
journey , and my prayer for you is that 
you continue to find the drive and 
courage to continue to even bigger and 
better things. We ALL have something to 
give to one another. The smiles on 
EVERYONES faces told the story. A gift for 
all of us. 
 
Please keep me in the loop as Id love to 
be part of your future projects. I am a 
better person because of YOU. 
Much love, 
Karen 



IN THE NEWS 

 



IN THE NEWS 

 By Jordan Howse Winston-Salem Journal  
In an effort to spread their message of hope, Carolina Crown partnered with local 
nonprofit groups to help more than 1,000 kids in Winston-Salem put their best feet 
forward. 
 
Amber Baker, principal at Kimberley Park, said it means a lot to her students and 
their families to receive community support.  “We take a holistic approach to 
meeting the needs of our children,” she said. “This was a great way to get 
volunteers into our school and to show them something different about what they 
think they know about black people and for our parents to know that there are 
others out there who care.” 
 
Students in the marching bands at Carver, North Forsyth and Parkland high schools 
also will receive marching-band shoes from Director’s Showcase International, a 
distributor of band attire. Avery Payne and Juan Eckard, marching band directors of 
North Forsyth and Carver respectively, said their programs will benefit greatly from 
the donation. “This really keeps costs low,” Payne said. “Students who would’ve 
been excluded can now get shoes and participate.” Payne said he has about 40 
marchers receiving shoes. Eckard said he has 60 students in his marching band, 
including color guard and dancers. “It’s going to be really helpful with the cost of 
band fees,” Eckard said. “The school system provides uniforms and instruments but 
everything else costs.” Eckard said band fees for a new marching band member 
could be around $120. The shoes could reduce that by about $40, he said. 



The Power of Community  
Night: BEAT Tour of Champions 
Returns to Winston-Salem this 

Summer for an Evening of  
Music and Giving 

 
Mention DCI—that’s Drum Corps International—and music enthusiasts, especially those partial to  brass and 

percussion instruments, are quick to take notice. Mention this nonprofit organization, dedicated to enriching its 

audiences through music, in conjunction with the equally well-known nonprofit group Samaritan’s Feet, and you 

know the conversation is about something so positive and uplifting that lives will be forever changed.  

Known for their popular live performances and nationally -televised events, DCI is an enormously popular global 

youth activity made up of talented drum and bugle corps that at tracts nearly 700 young musicians to audition each 

year. Without question, each of its corps —including the Carolina Crown Drum & Bugle Corps, based in Fort Mill, 

SC—is made up of the most talented musicians around in the 16−22 age group. One hundred fifty members receive 

contracts to go on tour each summer, joining the commitment to a love for education in the performing arts.  

When NightBEAT presents the Tour of Champions in Winston-Salem this July, its performers will represent 44 of 

the 46 World Champions since 1972. The group first came to Winston -Salem for a performance last summer and 

this year have joined forces with Samaritan’s Feet. For every ticket purchased through the Samaritan’s Feet website, 

Carolina Crown will contribute $5.00 to the group’s endeavors, which include Shoes of Hope, where new shoes and 

socks are distributed to needy individuals (an amazing 15,400 pairs of shoes were given out in 2015), and special 

initiatives for youth ambassadors and women ambassadors, among others. Love Out Loud Winston -Salem will also 

be assisting Samaritan’s Feet with shoe distribution this year. 

“I’ve known the founder, Manny Ohomne, for several years working with Samaritan’s Feet on other projects,” says 

Jim Williams, Executive Producer of the event. “It’s been my vision as a board member for Carolina Crown to 

create this outreach initiative, with the goal of partnering with good organizations to improve the lives of the less 

fortunate.” 

Samaritan’s Feet shares hope with children in the U.S. and around the world by washing their feet, giving them a 

new pair of shoes, and helping them believe that their dreams can come true.  “We at Samaritan’s Feet believe that a 

new pair of shoes can be a tangible foundation of hope to a person in need,” said Amber Horn, Marketing & Events 

Coordinator for Samaritan’s Feet International. “These events provide an opportunity for community collaboratio n 

when community volunteers, organizations, and companies serve those in need together.” The goal of this year’s 

event is a partnership that will reach out to 1,000 children in need within the Winston -Salem community. 

Slated for Sunday, July 31th, 2016, at BB&T Field at Wake Forest University, pre-show entertainment for the event 

begins at 6:30, where small ensembles will perform for guests as they arrive, and also again during the intermission. 

During the evening, ticket holders will have a chance to “meet  and greet” corps members and enjoy a unique 

presentation of the American flag and the National Anthem before the start of the main show. For the post -show 

grand finale, brass sections from all seven corps will join select color guard and percussion members for a glorious 

finish to the evening. Complementing Samaritan’s Feet’s global mission to “create a world with zero shoeless 

children” is Carolina Crown’s mission to strive for excellence through their own community -based outreach 

programs. Such strong, positive efforts are sure to make their mark locally on the children who will benefit from the 

success of July’s event. 



               Carolina Crown distributes  

                shoes to children in need 

  

Although Carolina Crown did not have the opportunity to perform at its NightBEAT home show 

last Sunday in Winston-Salem, North Carolina due to rain, the organization was still able to 

host its first CrownCARES Community Service Day, distributing new shoes to 1,300 children in 

need.  

 

CrownCARES and NightBEAT chairman Jim Williams partnered with Samaritan’s Feet, 

Director’s Showcase International, United Way of Forsyth County, and Love Out Loud WS to 

gather volunteers at three local elementary schools for distribution.  For three hours of the 

afternoon, these volunteers washed children’s feet, provided them a new pair of socks and 

shoes, and also a message of hope for their futures. 

 

“To say the Crown Organization is excited about our new program [CrownCARES] would be 

an understatement,” Carolina Crown executive director Jim Coates said. “The impact on our 

members and emotions felt throughout the day from the many volunteers who assisted in 

making this possible reached far beyond our dreams and vision. This truly is a program that 

we look to develop for years to come with hopes of touching the lives of more than just our 

own members.” 

 

These children were not the only ones receiving some fresh new footwear—CrownCARES and 

Director’s Showcase International came together to donate new marching shoes to three local 

high school bands. 

 

“We are extremely proud of the work the Carolina Crown organization and all of our corps do 

in the community,” Drum Corps International executive director and CEO Dan Acheson said. 

“CrownCARES is an outstanding addition to an already amazing effort on and off the field by 

the corps.” 

By: Andrea Neff Release: 08/04/2016 



OUTREACH  
WINSTON-SALEM NC 

SHOES, SOCKS and a MESSAGE of Hope 
to 

1,000 Children! 

 

    Ashley Academy     Kimberly Park Elementary   Easton Elementary  



 

North Forsyth  

High School 

  

Parkland  

High School 

  

Carver  

High School 

 

OUTREACH  
WINSTON-SALEM NC 

 

BRAND NEW MARCHING SHOES! 
 



OUTREACH  

COLUMBIA SC 



OUTREACH  
Durham NC 

 

Riverside 
High School 



PARTNERS 

 


