
 
 

 

Date Night in Vegas:   

A Case study of a husband and wife who experienced the 2017 Las Vegas Shooting 

 

 

John and Jill Jones were very excited to travel to Vegas in order to attend the Route 91 Harvest 

Music Festival.  There they anticipated listening to Eric Church, Sam Hunt and Jason Aldean.  

John, an active-duty police officer, was in great need of time-off and he could not think of a 

better evening than an outdoors music festival with the love of his life.   

 

Around 10:10 pm, on October 1, 2017, Stephen Paddock opened fire upon the concert crowd 

from his 32nd floor window in the Mandalay Bay Hotel.   He killed 59 people, wounded 411 and 

due to panic- more than 850 people were injured.  This was the deadliest mass shooting in 

modern US history. 

 

John and Jill were especially excited to see Jason Aldean, so they worked hard to be close to the 

stage for a good vantage point.  When the shooting began and chaos ensued, they found 

themselves in the middle of things.  John and Jill fiercely clung to each other as the fled to safety.  

Their hands desperately intertwined; their next 90 minutes are described in dramatically different 

ways.  It is almost as if they had totally different experiences.  

 

This presentation will explore the complicated way in which humans experience mass casualty 

events through the eyes of John and Jill as they navigated chaos, collected survivors and led 

many others to safety.  Further, it will provide a case as to why adopting a trauma informed, 

healing inspired response is essential to quality services to ensure that victims transcend trauma 

and return to health. 

 

Objectives: 

-to provide the basic facts of the 2017 Las Vegas shooting 

-to explore, through case study, how people share events but have different experiences 

-to articulate the role that understanding trauma plays in effective service delivery from trauma 

to transcendence 

-to discuss a trauma informed response 

-to introduce a discussion on being healing inspired or organized 

 
 
 
 
 


