
 

 

 
Instructor: Rosemary Marchant 
 
Course: SU22ANEM Narrative Embroidery 
 
Course Description 
 
Documenting events and one’s feelings in embroidery is an ancient practice. During this 
2-week workshop, participants will learn the history of narrative embroidery and outline 
how to approach the story they want to tell.  
 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 
This workshop will introduce you to narrative (storytelling) embroidery and provide the 

learning tools for the embroiderer to design one of their own. It can be two inches 

square, a series of panels or a long strip. It can be stitched on any kind of fabric which 

suits the subject matter. Any type of thread can also be used.  Most narrative 

embroideries were stitched on linen with cotton floss or silk embroidery thread or crewel 

wool.  However, unlike many embroidery techniques, narrative embroidery does not 

have a specific fabric or thread that is required. It is approached as one would textile art 

– anything goes as long as it illustrates the story you are trying to tell.  Each week one 

stitch (running and chain) and its variations will be illustrated.  

 

The Classes:  

Class one will have a presentation on the history of narrative embroidery, a lecture on 

the basic principles of design and the history and use of the running stitch.  

 

Class two will start with a show and tell of participant ideas and embroidery progress 

from week one.  There will also be a lecture on the history and variations of the chain 

stitch.  

 

The Takeaways: 



 

 

All participants will receive a handout prior to the workshop so that they can jot down 

some ideas, gather their tools and supplies and anticipate the fun we will have.  

At the end of each class, the participants will receive a handout on the stitch covered 

that week with the links to review the steps to make the stitch.  

For show and share, an email address and deadline will be provided so that your work 

can be shown in the next class.  

 
 


