
ANNUAL REPORT 
2020-2021



2 3

Who We Are

About NPCC

Neilson Park Creative Centre (NPCC) is a charitable organization 
that serves the diverse landscape of Toronto through 
partnerships, outreach initiatives and community engagement.

As an arts hub in Western Toronto, NPCC serves the community 
by offering arts based classes, workshops, drop-ins, open 
studios, events and exhibitions within and outside its facilities.

We welcome all individuals to the Centre through free and paid 
programming and deliver free arts-based learning as outreach 
programs outside the Centre. NPCC provides gallery space as 
rentals in its fully accessible facilities of 4 studios, 5 gallery 
spaces, administrative offices and support spaces.

Established in 1992, the Centre is home to six Resident Groups: 
Calligraphic Arts Guild of Toronto, Etobicoke Handweavers 
and Spinners, Etobicoke Art Group, Etobicoke Quilters Guild, 
Etobicoke Rugcrafters and Humber Valley Art Club.

We are proud to serve all demographics through our art 
exhibitions – we offer an average of 17 exhibitions per year per 
gallery, rotating on a 3-week exhibition schedule.

Our internal programming primarily targets adult populations 
through the guilds we serve; and family and youth programming 
through the classes and workshops we offer. Externally, we serve 
a wide range of populations including youth, families and adults.
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Message from  
the Board President &  
the Executive Director 
The year 2020/21 was unprecedented as the COVID 19 pandemic 
touched every part of our lives and challenged the NPCC board, 
volunteers, and staff to continue developing new ways of keeping 
our members and our community connected. We were able to 
move all arts classes, drop-ins, workshops, events, and meetings 
to online delivery. The staff taught members how to use the 
technology required so we were able to stay in touch with our 
extended NPCC family.

As we opened our doors again last summer, NPCC was pleased 
to have the best summer camp enrollment in our history. Children 
had been online learning with their school teachers for months, 
and as NPCC on-site programs opened, happy parents dropped 
their delighted children off to finally be with other kids in a social 
setting, doing something they enjoyed. 

Throughout the lockdowns, our committees continued working 
to stabilize finances, increase development opportunities, expand 
marketing and branding, communications, and social media, 
and provide a forum for feedback and communication with our 
Resident Groups and stakeholders, who also did very well with 
online programming, expanding their reach and happily welcoming 
attendees from all over the world. 

Our staff demonstrated their capacity to respond, react, and 
ensure that instructors were able to safely deliver quality art 
programs online, enabling our community of creators and makers 
to continue their practice from home, maintain their friendships 
and create new bonds with like-minded individuals who share 
similar interests. 

For the third year in a row, NPCC has completed its budget year 
with a surplus, and we could not have accomplished this without 
the generosity, passion, and support of our members. But this 
pandemic has demonstrated the absolute need for a reserve 
fund to meet unexpected financial challenges, and has also 
taught us the importance of the Centre to our community as 
an arts hub, a learning site, a place to catch up with friends, our 
home away from home! 

Successive federal (New Horizons for Seniors) and provincial 
(Seniors Community) project grants have continued to support 
our capabilities to reach out to older adults with ongoing digital, 
creative, anti-isolation courses, workshops, and our amazing drop-
ins – delivering equal portions of learning and laughter to sustain 
us through these challenging times.

What amazing impact our work continues to deliver because of 
your generous support! Our fundraising initiatives including our 
spring “COVID-19 Campaign”, the “Adapt Online Auction” and our 
annual, year-end “Legacy Campaign” were highly successful and 
allowed us to continue our good work in the community. A big 
thank you to all of you who have contributed to the success of 
NPCC. We appreciate your ongoing support as we work to build an 
organization that serves the needs of our community. 

This next year, we look forward to fresh perspectives as we work 
through  our new three-year strategic plan. Together, we will 
continue to provide quality arts initiatives to citizens of all ages as 
we forge ahead to create a vibrant and strong community through 
the arts! 

Brenda Shewchuk, Board Chair  
and Petra Nyendick, Executive Director
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Notes From Our 
Resident Groups 

Calligraphic Arts Guild of Toronto

Our focus in 2021 has been on learning together, with 
excellent instructors from within our own ranks and in 
Canada and the USA; all have enriched our practice as 

calligraphy enthusiasts. This includes Mark Lurz, Salman Khattak, 
Michele Nidenoff, Starlee Lively Odorico, Heather Victoria Held, 
Sally Penley and Julie Wildman.

We’re calling this program year, 2021-2022, “The Year of Paper,” and 
are delving into the many fascinating aspects of different papers, 
a staple for calligraphers. We’ve increased the number of mail 
exchanges this year – opportunities to send snail mail to brighten 
the mailboxes of recipients – and have had a good response.

We were pleased to take part as a group in Handmade in 
November, a wonderful, encouraging step as NPCC’s doors were 
open to the public once again.

Hearty thanks to our members for their support in renewing their 
memberships, or joining us for the first time. We appreciate this 
affirmation and value your support! Each executive member of 
our guild is extended grateful thanks for their time and ideas as we 
continue to move forward.

We have instructors lined up for our return to in-person learning 
and the camaraderie that goes along with that as we return to 
NPCC. We’re looking forward to that eagerly.

We welcome all to join us in expressing themselves through the 
lettering arts! 

Website: calligraphicartstoronto.ca  
Facebook: Calligraphic Arts Guild of Toronto 

Top: Happiness by Mark Lurz
Bottom: Monarch by Mark Lurz
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Notes From Our Resident Groups 
(continued)

Etobicoke Art Group

EAG members were so very grateful when the studio 
re-opened this September. Painting, drawing and 
printmaking in the studio are the main focus of our 

activities for the year and everyone had missed the wonderful 
social atmosphere in the studio that arises when members work 
together.

Members participated in our first online exhibition in May. The 
show stayed on our website until the end of June and our Zoom 
reception was well attended. 

The group’s annual award to a graduating ESA visual arts student 
who intends pursuing further education in art was presented at the 
2021 commencement.

Again this year EAG members didn’t let the pandemic stop them 
from exhibiting either in galleries or on-line. While our Annual Juried 
Exhibition at the Etobicoke Civic Centre Art Gallery and our annual 
Highlights show planned for NPCC were both postponed, there were 
many online shows presented by galleries both here in the GTA and 
elsewhere so members took advantage of those opportunities.

Zoom continued to provide the opportunity to offer weekly member 
get-togethers and it was the means of presenting our General 
Meeting of Members in January 2021 and will be again in 2022.

Having proven that we can adapt to the demands of the times, 
EAG’s focus will still remain on participating in studio time and the 
pleasure of being at NPCC.

Website: etobicokeartgroup.com 
Facebook: EtobicokeArtGroup 
Instagram: @etobicokeartgroup

"I can't think of another organization 
where people are so welcoming, 
friendly, kind, giving and all around 
wonderful. It's a great place." 
—IO, NPCC Member
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Etobicoke Handweavers and Spinners

It’s continuing to be quite a year!  Our Guild continues 
to thrive and expand despite these harrowing times. We 
have gained a number of new members through our 

new Zoom membership – from across Ontario and some in the 
U.S.

We’ve continued to host our Studio Drop-in Sessions and our 
Monthly Meetings on Zoom on a regular basis. We’ve also had 
a number of virtual workshops and speakers for our Monthly 
Meetings – from Spinning Silk and Flax to learning about 
Passementerie, Sashiko, Split Shed weaving, and Nothing Plain 
about Plain Weave from the UK to Vancouver. This has been a 
whole new experience that opens up a world of instructors to us!

We missed having our Hall show in 2020 – but do expect to have 
one in March of 2022.

Our members missed going to the many Fibre Festivals and fibre 
events that are typically held in the summer and fall... but as many of 
our usual sources  - and festivals - also went online, there were lots of 
opportunities to take some workshops and increase our stash. Both 
the Ontario Handspinning Seminar and the Ontario Handspinners 
and Weavers conference were hosted online this year, providing a 
chance to meet and greet our fellow artisans, take some interesting 
workshops, listen to interesting speakers and visit the merchants!

We feel so lucky (in a way) to be artisans that can work at home – 
the pandemic has meant that we spend a lot of time at home, and 
we have been able to practice our arts. The guild has also been 
able to continue to rent out guild equipment and loan library books 
with special pickup/delivery options.

The times we were able to meet at NPCC – socially distanced and 
masked – were special for us. It was so nice to be able to meet up 
in person. We made good use of our studio time: making progress 
on the projects on our looms, harvesting plants from our dye garden 
and the park grounds for our dye pots, and enjoying our studio.

Our guild participated in an Ontario Handspinning and Weavers 
(OHS) Plant-a-long – from Seed to Cloth, growing flax seeds to 
process into linen cloth.  It’s quite a process – we’ve grown the 
flax, rippled it, retted it, and are preparing the equipment that will 
let us do the breaking, scutching, hackling, spinning and finally 
weaving!   OHS supported the initiative with webinars and a FB 
group, and we look forward to having something to show for it in 
2022! It’s quite a journey!

With our current comfort level in the virtual world, we will be 
continuing to explore the opportunities that it presents to keep in 
touch with our members and expand our learning opportunities 
over the coming year.

Website: ehsguild.com 
Facebook:  ehsguild - Etobicoke Handweavers and Spinners Guild 
Instagram: @ehsguild

Notes From Our Resident Groups 
(continued)

Left: Cathy Richards lays out the flax, photo credit Joan McKenzie
Right: Our Field with Cathy Richards, photo credit Joan McKenzie
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Etobicoke Quilters’ Guild

Here we are, deep in the middle of year two of the Covid 
Pandemic. Some of our guild’s regular activities have 
returned to a semblance of normality, and some are still 

cautiously distanced.

Membership numbers continue to hold steady, and we’ve gained a 
couple since last year. It turns out that some of our online activities 
have been an incentive to join—who knew?! 

Monthly meetings continue to be on Zoom, so we can take advantage 
of speakers from distant locations. (Our regular attendance at a 
meeting is usually around 75 plus, so we have been reluctant to all 
gather together in one room even with the loosening of restrictions.) 
Board meetings are online, and that may very well stay that way even 
when we’re allowed to meet in person—not having to commute is 
great. When we were allowed Studio C access in the summertime, we 
cautiously and carefully reopened our regular Monday and Wednesday 
studio times. That has been quite successful—many of our members 
have been delighted to create in person, with their friends, once again.

Our members, both at home and in studio, have created about 200 
quilts to be donated to charities around the GTA again this year. 
Something that was new this year, though, was that we donated 
9 quilts (so far) to the Quilts for Survivors group out of Timmins. 
Started by an indigenous woman, it’s a group that makes quilts to 
be donated to survivors of residential schools, as a gesture to each 
of the recipients that they are heard, and cared about. Our group 
has also started making 215 small orange blocks for a special quilt 
to commemorate the unmarked graves found at the school near 
Kamloops. Unfortunately, there have been many more found since 
then, but somehow the number 215 feels symbolic.  

We hold a show called the Hallway Challenge annually, and we are 
delighted that our pieces will be physically displayed at NPCC this 
year! The theme of this year’s challenge is “Connections”, and the 
works will be hanging from November 29 through December 19. 
Hopefully everyone will be able to come and vote on their favourite. 

It’s not uncommon for quilt guilds to have block-of-the-month 
programs, but for the first time ever, we hosted a Quilt-Along. Over 
the summer months, quilters made house quilts and met regularly 
on Zoom to chat about their progress. Some lovely quilts, and new 
friendships, were the result!

It hasn’t been an easy year, but the Etobicoke Quilters’ Guild is 
carrying on, and thriving. We’re grateful to be together as a group, 
and we’re grateful for being able to be part of the Neilson Park 
Creative Centre family.

Website: etobicokequiltersguild.com  
Facebook: Etobicoke Quilters’ Guild  
Instagram: @etobicokequiltersguild 

Notes From Our Resident Groups 
(continued)

Left: Quilts for Survivors  
made by EQG members

Centre: House Quilt by Miyuki Hamade
Right: Bassinette Quilts
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Etobicoke Rugcrafters 

Members of the Etobicoke Rugcrafters practise, 
promote and share the techniques of traditional  and 
modern rughooking. Our membership represents all 

levels of skill from novice to expert. We welcome both beginners 
and those who would like to see rughooking in practice and give 
it a try.

Whether we are meeting in person or via Zoom, members 
work on their own projects using various hooking styles and 
exchange ideas and information, get assistance and instruction 
and are inspired by the works and ideas of others in attendance. 
Periodically we hold “Playdays” on both Zoom and in person to 
make hooking related mini projects. 

We are members of the Ontario Hooking Craft Guild and hold 
classes and workshops throughout the year taught by OHCG 
accredited teachers from its Teacher Branch. As well, thanks to 
Zoom we were able to hold workshops with other teachers from 
across North America. The Annual Conference held each year 
in April (virtual in 2021 and 2022) provides opportunity to learn 
and share new ideas and to display members’ works. The Annual 
theme for 2022 is Folklore and members will design and hook 
rugs illustrating the theme.

You will be able to view some of these rugs in our annual exhibit 
of work, The Hook and I, which will be on display in September/
October 2022 in the Gallery of NPCC. During this exhibit we will 
host our annual “Gathering” for fellow rughookers from Southern 
Ontario, where we will learn from a speaker, share ideas and our 
work and shop from vendors on site.  

For the first time, we are excited to present an introductory 
course in basic rughooking in the spring of 2022, in partnership 
with NPCC. Equipment and materials will be available for the 
participants in this first course. 

We are grateful to NPCC for providing the Zoom opportunity which 
has been such a positive experience for our guild, allowing us to 
maintain our membership numbers at pre-Covid levels. We have 
amazed ourselves learning new technical skills and we continue 
to function as an active engaged group. As a bonus we have 
welcomed new members from the GTA and beyond to our Zoom 
sessions and to membership in NPCC.

We meet every Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. on Zoom and 
also in person in Studio C on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Tuesdays of the 
month during the day and the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in the evening.

Email:  EtobicokeRugcraftersguild@gmail.com 
Facebook: Etobicoke Rugcrafters 
Instagram: @etobicokerugcrafters 

Notes From Our Resident Groups 
(continued)

"I can't think of another organization where people are so welcoming, 
friendly, kind, giving and all around wonderful. It's a great place." 
—IO, NPCC Member

Top left: ER’s Kit Delivery Day
Top right: ER's Kit Pick Up Day

Bottom: Zentangle Class
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Humber Valley Art Club

HVAC has continued with its mandate of ensuring 
that our members and friends “Experience the Joy of 
Creation through Painting!” During these restrictive 

times, through the efforts of our hard-working executive, we 
managed to offer a full selection of weekly Monday beginner/
intermediate classes and Wednesday intermediate/advanced 
workshops, primarily online. It was a pleasant surprise to find 
so many of our students with their newly acquired Zoom skills 
actively engaged in the creative process!  

One series of in-studio classes began in September, using the full 
Studio A to ensure proper distancing, and successfully employed 
a web-cam & large screen setup during demos so students 
could observe safely from a distance. However the remainder 
of our program was offered online. We are now looking forward 
to moving most classes & workshops  back into our beautiful 
studio, with only the occasional Zoom classes for special-event 
long-distance instructors. Our AGM was held successfully online 
on December 8.  

A recent highlight was our November juried show at Neilson 
Park. Under the stewardship of Carol Essex, we presented an 
environmentally themed exhibition called “Our Blue Planet”, which 
raised over $1,000 in funds for World Wildlife Fund Canada to 
support endangered wildlife.  Artists were invited from the broader 
community of the GTA and combined to create an exciting show, 
juried by Margaret Roseman. The exhibition was presented live 
in the NPCC galleries, though our opening reception was held 
online.  The show ran during the Handmade Arts & Crafts Sale and 
was able to benefit from a large audience.  Many thanks to our 
members who worked together on this very worthwhile endeavor, 
and all those who contributed their beautiful paintings. Five artists 
were honoured with awards.

One of the benefits of this show was the personal connections 
made between HVAC and environmental groups and like-minded 
individuals around the GTA. We will endeavor to keep these 
important environmental issues alive within our club and to 
encourage participants in our programs to follow responsible 
practices within our studio, in the Centre and in the community. 
Many thanks to Neilson Park for their support and financial 
contribution to this event.   

Website: humbervalleyartclub.ca   
Instagram: @humbervalleyartclub

Notes From Our Resident Groups 
(continued)

Top left: Blue Planet Exhibition Team
Top right: Blue Planet #1 by Katherine Brown

Bottom: Handmade, 2021
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Neilson Park Creative Centre offers quality arts programming 
year-round with classes, workshops and events for children, 
youth, teens, adults, seniors and families. We are proud to offer 
the community in-person and online programs that encompass a 
wide range of mediums and explore diverse cultural artforms.

Family Programs:
• Let’s Talk Nutrition 
• In My Feelings 
• Get Fit: Dance Fusion
• Financial Wellness 
• Embroidery: Phulkari 
• Design: Iranian Miniature 

& Tezhip 
• Polyphonic Eastern 

European Singing 
• Textile: The Art of 

Khayameiya 
• Heal Yourself 
• Family Wellness & Yoga
• Friday Night Socials 
• Hands On: Arts & Crafts 
• Sculpture: Pottery 
• Mobile In The Sky 
• Discover Toronto’s 

Ravines 

Adult Programs:
• The Toronto Purchase
• Coffee Chats: Making the 

Connections that Matter 
• Coffee Chats: Keeping 

Pearson Green
• Coffee Chats: InsightFull
• Coffee Chats: Pearson’s 

Healthy Airport Program 
• Woodland Painting & 

Cosmology 
• Indigenous History of the 

Land 
• Culture Days: Dance Fusion 
• Culture Days: Open Mic 

Poetry 
• Culture Days: HVAC Demo 

Workshop 
• Culture Days: Dance Fusion 
• Culture Days: CAGT Demo 

Workshop
• Culture Days: EAG Demo 

Workshop
• Culture Days: ER Demo 

Workshop
• Culture Days: EHS Demo 

Workshop
• Culture Days: EQG Demo 

Workshop
• Culture Days: Painting 

Negative Spaces 
• Culture Days: Painting with 

Oil Pastels 
• Our Home, Our Communities
• Botanical Drawing
• Colour Play - Level 3: 

Masterclass
• Colour Play: Theory and 

Fun with Colour Systems - 
Level 2

• Colour Play: Theory and 
Fun with Colour Systems

• Contemporary Landscapes
• Contemporary Landscapes: 

The Next Plateau

• Contemporary Art for the 
Curious

• Creations in Colour
• Drawing for Adults
• Drawing with Soft Pastels
• Embroidery in Depth
• Embroidery Online Studio
• Embroidery Open Studio Z
• Explorations In Soft Pastel 

and Mixed Media
• Expressionism
• Extreme Embroidery
• Fall and Winter Canadian 

Landscapes
• Figuratively Speaking (and 

Painting!)
• Figure in the Landscape
• How Do I See Me? Portraits 

with a Twist
• Inside Out
• Into The Looking Glass: 

Self-Portraits
• Introduction to Drawing
• Landscape Disrupted, A 

View From a Distractive 
World

• Memory/Nostalgia
• Mixed Media Explorations
• Paint and Process: Beyond 

Pollock
• Paint and Process: Open 

Studio
• Painting Contemporary 

Still Life
• Painting Glorious Sunsets
• Pen and Ink
• Pen and Ink Publications
• Pen and Paper Illustration 
• Something About the 

Face: Portrait Drawing and 
Painting

• Southern European 
Getaways

• The Art of Impressionism

• The Art of the Great Indoors
• Think Spring!
• Transcend Your Reference 

Materials
• Woodland Knowledge
• Woodland Painting and 

Cosmology
• Blooming Things: Flowers 

in Soft Pastel and Mixed 
Media

• A Visit From a Distance: 
Historic Sites in Cairo

• A Visit From a Distance: 
The Urbanism in Cairo

• Creative Stitching
• Discover Toronto’s Ravines
• EQG Open Studio Z
• ER Open Studio Z
• Knit Night Open Studio Z
• South Asian Embroidery
• The World Within
• The World Within: How to 

Create a Visual Story
• Torontonian Khayameiya
• Trans-Scaping: Re-

Imagining Our Landscapes
• Trans-Scaping: 

Transforming Our Living 
Spaces

• Mixed Media: A Roomful of 
Scraps

• Knitting and Friendship
• Collage: Painting with 

Paper
• Beginning Watercolour l 
• Beginning Watercolour ll
• Creative Improvisation
• Crocheting and Friendship
• Easy Crafts For Adults
• Collage and Mixed Media
• Mixed Media Art Book

Youth Programs:
• Art Lab
• Art Mashup
• Artist For The Week
• Carnival is Here!
• Circus Mood
• Colour Experience
• Cosmic Art
• Creative Exploration
• Creative Nature
• Eco Friendly
• Galaxy Adventures
• Get Wild!
• Imaginary Creatures
• Imagination
• Make Some Noise

• Mixed Media Exploration
• Multi-Media Madness
• My Big, Little City
• Our Dream Neighbourhood
• Playful Art
• Space Odyssey
• Stop Motion Animation 1
• Stop Motion Animation 2
• Street Art
• Sustainable Art
• The Big Picture
• Upcycling Creations
• Young Artists in Action
• Portfolio Building

Our Programs

"I attended the Open 
Studio on Wednesday 

and it was great to 
share artistic time 

with new friends.  
Not since attending 
the Ontario College 

of Art back in the 
early 1960s have I had 

such a great artistic 
experience." 

—IM, NPCC Member
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We Heart Our Community

Mobile In The Sky: Cultural Hotspot 2021

Mobile in the Sky, a City of Toronto SPARK Project, was a 
community art project, aimed at intergenerational participation. 
The project itself had three major components, a) kite making and 
decorating workshops led by an Artist Instructor, b) an in-person 
and online exhibition that housed participants’ decorated kites and 
c) a kite flying event at Neilson Park during Neilson Park Creative 
Centre’s Culture Days celebration. The ethos of this project was 
community, the City and creativity.

Participation: Mobile In The Sky

• Workshop #1: 20 
• Workshop #2: 20 
• Opening reception: 25 
• Kite flying event: 45
• In-person Kite exhibition on display from  

August 16 - September 20, 2021 (open 24/7)
• Total participation: 110+

NPCC Online! 

With generous funding from the New Horizons program, NPCC 
offered free online  arts classes and workshops to our community 
of adults 60+ years of age. These programs were offered year-
round, beginning in fall, 2020 and continuing through the summer 
of 2021. 

The programs enabled participants to engage in meaningful social 
activities, increase daily physical activities, improve mental health, 
reduce social isolation and increase social participation and 
inclusion. 

Offering online programs aided participants to learn and use 
technology. To assist those with difficulties adapting, staff had 
one-on-one phone conversations to help them get online. 

Participants responded:

"I enjoyed not having to pack up supplies to go to class. I could do it 
at home!" 

"I appreciated the recordings that can be listened to later." 

"I have numerous health issues and it is impossible for me to 
venture out to take any classes  - this was a life-saver for me."

"I liked that it was accessible and I was in the comfort of my own 
home." 

"The instructor’s preparation and online help was appreciated."

"I liked being at home, the convenience and shared learning 
experience." 

"I learned to Zoom and found it very enjoyable and productive. The 
pace of instruction and quality were excellent."  

• Total # of participants: 313
• Total # of sessions: 144
• Total # of paid artist-instructors: 18
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We Heart Our Community  
(continued)

Participants responded:

"It was a comforting sense of community!"

"Excellent instructor who challenged us in a positive manner!"

"So helpful in these sad times to keep me occupied."

"I was pleasantly surprised how valuable e-learning was."

"The chance to learn something new, for free! That was a big benefit. 
The fact that it was free!" 

"It felt safe, comfortable, and most convenient being at home." 

"I was surprised at the intimacy of the experience, even though it 
is a distant medium. It was wonderful to see and hear the other 
participants, as well as the instructor. I have a hearing impairment but 
with Zoom I was able to hear every word." 

• Total # of participants: 120
• Total # of sessions: 66
• Total # of volunteers: 20
• Total # of paid artist-instructors: 6
• % of participants who felt more active in their community: 95
• % of participants who agreed the project enhanced their well-being: 85
• % of participants who reported significant recognition for their 

talents and abilities: 85

Making Creative Connections at a Distance

With opportunity, guidance and financial support from the Seniors 
Provincial Community Grant Program, NPCC was able to invest in 
a collaborative project to create positive, fulfilling experiences that 
enabled people 60+ years of age living with dementia to experience 
engaged and purposeful lives, all the while removing physical 
distance as a barrier. 

Partnering with the Alzheimer’s Society of Toronto (AST), NPCC 
delivered free 6-week  programming + art supplies to the AST 
community online using the Zoom platform. Participants and their 
caregivers benefitted from creative development and socializing 
in the safety of physical isolation. Our project contributed directly 
to enhancing participants’ social well-being and their community’s 
vitality, empowering older adults by fostering a sharing of 
knowledge, skills and expertise through an arts-based practice.

" As somebody who was part of the creation of NPCC, I can't even 
begin to explain what this place has meant to me over the years."  
—SL, NPCC Member
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We Heart Our Community  
(continued)

Summer Camps and Scholarships

After receiving the go-ahead from the Provincial government, 
NPCC was able to offer a full schedule of summer camps in 2021. 
Campers spent an entire week at NPCC immersed in art and 
recreational activities. After a full year of lockdown the kids were 
so excited to spend time creating, making new friends and playing 
in our beautiful park. 

Our scholarship fundraiser enabled 35 at-risk children to attend a 
full week of summer camp. A great time was had by all!

• Total # of children enrolled in summer camps: 376
• Total # of summer camps weeks: 9
• Total # of summer camp scholarships: 35
• Total # of summer camp AM and PM extended care 

scholarships: 35
• Total # of paid artist-instructors: 8
• Total # of paid youth counsellors: 4
• Total # of youth volunteers: 10

Mixed Media Mixer

Funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, this program consisted 
of a series of wellness and arts-based workshops curated for the 
communities residing at 7 Capri and immediate neighbourhoods 
of Central Etobicoke. Participants were introduced to a variety 
of free wellness based workshops such as yoga, dance, finance, 
nutrition and mindfulness. Pop-up art and music workshops laid 
an emphasis on the historic, cultural and social significance of art 
forms from across the world and included hands-on art activities 
led by Artist-Instructors.

Participation: Mixed Media Mixer

• Total Participants: 169 
• Total Registrations: 962
• Total Paid Artist-Instructors and assistants: 22

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario
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A Spotlight On Our 
Resident Groups

EQG’s Comfort Quilt Program

The Etobicoke Quilters’ Guild is proud of its long-standing Comfort 
Quilt program.  

The quilts are created from fabric donations and stitched with 
the love and generosity of guild members in the hope that each 
quilt will bring some warmth, comfort and joy to its recipient. The 
quilts are distributed to shelters, residential care facilities, support 
organizations, hospitals and individuals.

This year the Etobicoke Quilters’ Guild distributed 212 quilts to the 
following agencies:

• The Four Villages Community Health Centre
• Dom Lipa
• Interval House
• LOFT Community Services
• New Visions Toronto
• Parkdale Parent’s Primary Prevention Program (5Ps)
• Romero House
• St. Michael’s Hospital Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
• The Salvation Army
• Sunnybrook Hospital Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
• Youth Without Shelter
• Quilts for Survivors (of residential schools)

" Neilson Park Creative Arts Centre is a creative hub in 
the west end for people of all ages and for communities. 
It makes life in the west end richer, more vibrant and 
speaks to the stories of the neighbourhood. It is a vital 
resource for the community." —SL, NPCC Member
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NPCC continued to support artists in the GTA, Ontario and beyond 
through exhibitions at the Centre and online.

In the fall, NPCC held Adapt, our first online auction fundraiser. 
Members of NPCC generously donated their artworks to raise 
$5,350 for the Centre during the pandemic.

Also in September 2020, NPCC hosted four exhibitions in our 
gallery spaces at the Centre. 

As the province mandated the closure of our facility later in the 
fall, NPCC started hosting exhibitions online, beginning with three 
Resident Group exhibitions: Etobicoke Quilters’ Guild, Etobicoke 
Rugcrafters and the Calligraphic Arts Guild of Toronto.

In the spring of 2021 on our new website, our online exhibitions 
continued featuring updates such as accessibility tools, artist 
statements, new enhanced viewing options and online sales.

We were thrilled to continue our annual community partnership 
with the Etobicoke School of the Arts (ESA) in April and May 
2021. A total of 58 students from ESA in Etobicoke, ON and École 
Secondaire Publique De La Salle in Ottawa, ON participated in 
the Systems of Collisions/Systèmes en Collision exhibition. The 
exhibition was featured in a Toronto Star article entitled “Pandemic 
Art Helps Students and Teachers in Toronto Cope”. 

NPCC’s annual juried exhibition IMPACT, our most anticipated 
yearly show was held for the first time online in August, 2021. 
Jurying, the reception and awards ceremony were all held online 
with 82 artworks exhibited. Our IMPACT 2021 first prize winner will 
exhibit in our galleries during IMPACT 2022 as part of their prize 
package.

• Total # of artists participating in exhibitions: 280
• Total # of artworks in exhibitions: 448
• Total # of artworks sold: 79

Showcasing Artists

" Art classes and art exhibits in a large, bright, friendly space."  
—SD, NPCC Member

All: Overzealous  Exhibition
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Staff

• Toia Allen-Daniels, Customer Service
• Kylynn Bhathena, Engagement 

Coordinator
• Petra Nyendick, Executive Director
• Alonso Rodriguez, Programs 

Coordinator
• Matthew Summers, Customer Service
• Cory Therrien, Operations Manager
• Patricia Whittingham, Customer 

Service

Board of Directors

• Saeideh Akhkan 
• Moriba Baker
• Jenneen Marie Beattie, Secretary
• Laura Balbinot – Treasurer
• Marrianne Bridge
• John D. Fleming
• Daniel Hengeveld
• Akshata Naik
• Alejandro Navarro
• Brenda Shewchuk, President

Executive Committee

• Jenneen Marie Beattie
• Laura Balbinot 
• Petra Nyendick
• Brenda Shewchuk

Staff and Volunteers

Finance Committee

• Jenneen Marie Beattie
• Laura Balbinot 
• Petra Nyendick
• Brenda Shewchuk
• Linda-Jin Troendle

Resident Group and 
Stakeholders Committee

• Carol Adams
• Marrianne Bridge, Chair
• Karen Cooper
• Carol Essex
• Kathleen Haushalter
• Starlee Lively Odorico
• Susan Lapell
• Eileen Markwick
• Rose Robertson
• Brenda Shewchuk
• Cory Therrien

Programs Committee

• Saeideh Akhkan
• Jenneen Marie Beattie
• Kylynn Bhathena
• Raman Gill
• Joanne Milligan, Chair
• Petra Nyendick
• Alonso Rodriguez
• Brenda Shewchuk
• Cory Therrien
• Angela Thomas

Development Committee

• Jenneen Marie Beattie 
• Jack Fleming
• Anne Frost
• Daniel Hengeveld
• Petra Nyendick
• Anne Remmel
• Brenda Shewchuk
• Lori Shewchuk, Co-Chair
• Jerry Smith, Co-Chair

Governance Committee

• Marrianne Bridge, Chair
• Petra Nyendick
• Brenda Shewchuk

30th Anniversary Task Force

• Carol Adams
• Moriba Baker
• Kylynn Bhathena
• Petra Nyendick, Chair
• Jerry Smith
• Brenda Shewchuk
• Lori Shewchuk
• Sonya Young
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• Saeideh Akhkan
• Bette Andrews
• Laura Arambalis
• Earl Armbrust
• Anne Armstrong
• Elif Avci Erturk
• Robert Baker
• Anne Barbetta
• Leah Batty
• Pamela Baxter
• Jenneen Beattie
• Helen Benninger
• Alice Berloni
• Elisabeth Bihl
• Sandra Birnbaum
• Vera Bobson
• Sandra Bollenbach
• Nina Bombier
• Marilyn Breen
• Joy Brennen
• Marrianne Bridge
• Linda Bright
• Donna Bristow
• Christine Brody
• Loretta Carnahan
• Val Catford
• Joan Chaikoff
• Laura Cihra
• Barbara Clarke
• Norma Clarke
• Connie Clements
• Jennifer Conron
• Anne Conway
• Karen Cooper
• Mona Cormier

• Jennifer Curran
• Susan Dain
• Johanna Davenport
• John Davidson
• Pauline De Four
• Annadele De Liberato
• Roisin Ann Di Pasquale
• Melanie Dias
• Winifred Dias
• Irene Dicks
• Peggy Drew
• Susan Eckenwalder
• Judy Eckhardt
• Sandy England
• Carol Essex
• Maria Juanita Estacio
• Elizabeth Evans
• Mary Facchini
• Peter Ferguson
• John Fleming
• Michelle Gal-Chalmers
• Charline Gardhouse
• Megan Gariepy
• Diane Gartlan
• Adele Gataveckas
• Jane Geard
• Bess Gershuny
• Dale Gillespie
• W. James Girvan
• Nancy Green
• Fahida Hanif
• Kathleen Haunts
• Karen Henderson
• Dale Hendry
• Daniel Hengeveld

• Jennifer Hinrichs
• Bonnie Horne
• Fran Isaacs
• Grace Isard
• Nancy Jacobi
• Jennifer James
• Carol Jones
• Helen Jones
• Janice Jones
• Lynda Karn
• Judith Kennedy
• Thomas Kerwin
• Kathie King
• Janis Knifton
• Jacintha Krish
• Dagmar Kulikova
• Patricia Lang
• Susan Lapell
• Jane Laster-Gordon
• Alicia Laumann
• Susie Lawrie
• Maureen Lee
• Francois Leon
• Karen Light
• Ann Lind
• Starlee Lively Odorico
• Gwynne Ann Long
• Sarah Lord
• Rosa Loreto-Lee
• Catherine Lorraway
• Sandra Lowry
• Mark Lurz
• Angela Lynch
• April MacDonald
• Susannah MacRae

Thank You  
to Our Donors! 

• Renee Makino
• Ella Manowiec
• Joe Marini
• Eileen Markwick
• Maureen Marlborough
• Cathie Martin
• Jackie McKenzie
• Philomena Meffe
• David Michalson
• Audrey Milant
• Jeffrey and Naomi 

Milgram
• Janina Milisiewicz
• Sarla Mills
• Sally Mogridge
• Sue Moran
• Bev Morgan
• Michael Morten
• Camille Muller
• Virginia Munro
• Carol Myers
• Robert Myers
• Alejandro Navarro
• Theresa Ngan-Liu
• Donna Nichol
• RoseMarie Nicolucci
• Petra Nyendick
• Margaret O’Flanagan 

Byerley
• Ann O’Shea
• Sandra Parry
• Rhoda Payne
• Anne Pennington
• Beth Posterski
• Marie Prospero
• Eileen Rademacher
• Carolyn Ramos

• Anne Remmel
• Nathalie Reybet-Degat
• Joe Rich
• Rose Robertson
• Sarah Rochon
• Marlyn Rollauer
• Mary Rose
• Carol Rowe
• Barbara Rukavina
• Wendy Ryerson
• Sylvia Rzadkowski
• Charlene Sam
• Jane Sanders
• Sandra Sarner
• Eunice Savino
• Lindsay Schoutsen
• Philip Semple
• Brenda Shewchuk
• Carole Sisto
• Jerry Smith
• Wendy Smith
• Amy Spencer
• Urszula Stasikiewicz
• Patricia Staton
• Margaret Stawicki
• Quan Steele
• Elaine Steels
• Walter Stepura
• Yolanda Stevenson
• Kanchan Sthankiya
• Jean Strawbridge
• Brenda Sturino
• Karyn Sturtridge
• Ted Swain
• Mardi Taylor
• Janice Telfer
• Lisa Teskey

• Heather Thornton
• Elsa Tryfonopoulos
• Jean Ustaszewski - Bula
• Judith Veinot
• Jane Vickery
• Rose Ann Vita
• Karen Walker
• Carol Walmsley
• Penny Watson
• Wendy Weaver
• Gerda Wekerle
• Gunta White
• Gloria Williams
• Don Wilson
• Peggy Winterton
• Wendy Wong

In Memory of:

• Sue Knight
• Carol Zachar

In Honour of:

• Saeideh Akhkan
• Irmgard Bombier
• Marilyn Breen
• Peggy Girvan
• Kathleen Hatcher
• Edna Hildebrandt
• Shirley Kirby
• Cheryl Michalson
• Linda Semple
• Elizabeth Strathdee
• Summer Art Camp 
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An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

Thank you to our 
Community Partners, 
Funders and Supporters 

" I will always be grateful for the part that NPCC has played in my life 
with the many hours of enjoyment that it has provided. Not only did 
I meet such wonderful friends but also the art teachers who gave me 
the opportunity to learn from their excellent knowledge & talent.  It’s a 
place of great opportunity for people who love to participate in artistic 
endeavours." —CG, NPCC Member

" Just wanted to drop a note to say that the courses offered by NPCC 
have been amazing!  I have learned so much about various art 
forms.  With winter approaching, I plan on taking advantages of 
more course offerings." —FI, NPCC Member



WWW.NEILSONPARKCREATIVECENTRE.COM


