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SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2022 

Lighting the way aside. 

You may email content to: Gael Orr  marketing@amsidesaddle.com  

THE PHOENIX  

WELCOME 
BY GAEL ORR 
This month the Phoenix newsletter is dedicated to generosity.  When I write 
the forward for each newsletter, I rarely know what the theme will really be, 
but as the articles come in, and the content unfolds, a theme always emerges. 
This issue is dedicated to all of you humble souls out there, who continue to 
donate so much to our Association.  Cheers to all of you generous people who 
make the American Sidesaddle Association so marvelous.  This issue is 
dedicated to all of you who care and share your talents and time with each of 
us. You’ll find inside this issue, the sharing nature of the hearts of the people 
inside our organization.   You’ll read about people who have donated money, 
tack, talents, horses, and their love of this sport.  Our theme for this issue, is 
‘Sharing is Caring,’ and you’ll know a lot more about why that is the case, 
momentarily.  Pour 
yourself a nice tall 
glass of lemonade 
and enjoy hearing 
more about our 
community of 
amazing friends in 
the American 
Sidesaddle 
Association.   
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
Maggie Herlensky 
 

 
As I write this quarter's letter, I am in our camper at a beautiful farm in Maine. I love these trips, traveling 
from farm to farm, visiting with sidesaddle riders and their horses. We spent last night in Grand Isle, 
Vermont, where we gave a saddle fitting and lesson to Sarah Pettitt and her spotted walking horse mare. We 
spent the evening in front of a nice fire visiting and talking about horses. Between Grand Isle and Maine we 
stopped at a farm on top of a mountain to give a lesson to three ladies on Fell ponies. One of the ponies had 
the longest, fluffiest moustache! Tomorrow and Sunday are clinic days. On the way home we have another 
saddle fitting and a short visit with Kelley McCarty. I'm sure we'll have tons of fun before we have to get 
back home to prepare for Breyerfest. Squeak the cat seems to be enjoying herself. She likes to be either on 
the dash or on her shelf in the back window. 
 The rest of the summer will be busy! I have clinics scheduled in Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, and Wisconsin. 
On Labor Day Weekend, I'll be going horse camping with the ladies of Western New York Sidesaddle 
Chapter. I can't wait. It has been ages since I went camping with horses. Except we are primitive camping in 
the horse trailer instead of the Hilton on wheels, also known as "Home Squeak Home". Maybe I haven't 
thought this all the way through.... Anyway, see ya down the trail, Maggie 
 

SOUTHERN OHIO LADIES ASIDE UPDATE 
By Maggie Herlensky 

 
SOLA has been busy! After we recovered from the Kentucky Derby Parade, we rode in the West Virginia 
Strawberry Festival Parade in Buckhannon, West Virginia, where we took the award for Best Small Group. 
(Jan Chappelle is writing an article about her experience) 
 
Our SOLA secretary, Vicki Pritchard, organized two luncheon get-togethers. The first was in Columbus, Ohio, 
at the MCL Cafeteria. We had a nice crowd and enjoyed visiting with everyone. Our second event was at the 
historic Golden Lamb Inn in Lebanon, Ohio. Again, we had a lovely time dining in a beautiful setting. (ASK 
MOM for a list). The hotel is said to be haunted, but if there were ghosts, we were too loud for them! After 
we ate, everyone went outside to see Dee's new sidesaddle. She got a great deal! 
 
On July 4th, we rode in the Dublin, Ohio, Independence Day Parade. We had a nice crowd for the day. Six 
ladies dressed in white blouses and skirts trimmed in red, white, and blue were accompanied by Bryan 
McAllister, looking dapper in a white shirt and patriotic suspenders and bow tie. We had two rookie riders 
and one rookie horse in the group. They all did great. Everyone had a good time. Our riders were Kevy 
Gostlin on Sophie, Melissa Portwood (rookie rider) on Sherman (rookie horse), Kristen Wade on Crimson, 
Shelby Kornbau (rookie rider) on Blush, Katie McAllister on Q, Bryan McAllister on Gina, and Maggie 
Herlensky on Fern. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Gael, I was blown away 
with the latest newsletter 
[Spring issue, Western Aside]! 
There was so much going on - it really made 
me get excited to be part of ASA and 
sidesaddle riding. I loved how western riding 
and historical figures were highlighted. It was 
such a catchy read, I didn't want to put it 
down (and I didn't want it to end)!!!  
 
Hannah Barker, Arizona Aside Chapter 

SHARING IS CARING 
By Gael Orr 
 
One of my favorite things about ASA, is all of the sharing I continue to 
experience.  You know, I see a lot of people who want to stand out in 
the crowd, those who may have fun costumes, or dress their horses in 
fanciful ways. I know I do that.  But there is another way that people can 
stand out, and that is by simply being generous.  As a quiet ASA member 
for a few years, I was delighted to be invited to ride at Gettysburg.  I 
think it was truly that invitation, that sparked my activity to be more 
involved in ASA over the last year.  But I digress, while hesitant to trailer 
a new horse to such a big event, Maggie Herlensky generously shared a 
horse with me to ride and even made a dress for me to wear!  Who does 
that? And all of that sharing hasn’t stopped there.   
 That leadership-by-example has generously traveled through the 
veins of this entire organization.  I see it in my own chapter. I  continue 
to marvel at the ladies and gentlemen who tirelessly share their abilities, 
their horses, sewing skills, tack, trailer hauling, time, energy, and even 
open up their homes to one another. It’s amazing!  This community is 
arguably the best in the world.  I hope you enjoy these two images 
(shown right) that were found by Audrey Sears in the archives.  It’s 
demonstrative of an unspoken core value of ASA, “sharing is caring.”  
Let’s continue to keep that generosity going and “pay it forward” in our 
own chapters, shall we?   
 

President Maggie Herlensky (above) 
shares her lovely riding jacket with 
WNY Chapter Member, Liz Juba 
(below). 

Exciting news ladies!  We have the 
American Sidesaddle Association’s 
club pins ready to order!  These 
pins are super cute and quite 
colorful, and let’s face it, they help support a great 
cause, our Association!  If you’d like one, we are ready 
to distribute them to members.   It’s simple to get one 
really, just send us $15.00 to defray the cost of the pin, 
packaging, and mailing.  Please send us your donation 
via PayPal to: Amsidesaddletreasurer@gmail.com. 
Remember to write the comment "club pin" in the 
comments section when you send your $15.00.    

CLUB PINS– WEAR THEM PROUDLY! 

By Vicki Pritchard 
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“Wild Women and Tricky Ladies”, by Jill Charlotte 
Stanford, 2011, TwoDot Book. 
In this wonderfully illustrated book, trick riding is 
explained, along with the Veach type saddle that is 
usually used by the riders.  Trick riding, fancy roping, 
mounted shooting, and Roman riding  on horseback 
are still loved today but were particularly popular in 
the 1930s and 40s.  Famous female trick riders are 
highlighted, such as Lillian Bergerhoff, Della Ferrell, 
Stastia Carry, and, of course, Annie Oakley.  Florence 
Hughes Randolf was a bronc rider of great fame who 
shot to stardom by beating fourteen men in a Roman 
Race competition.  She turned a backward somersault 
from the back of one moving horse to another.  
Trick riding today and galloping into the 21st century is 
a chapter all its own.  Jan Mendoza, modern trick rider 
professional, is featured, along with Erin Mullis and the 
Riata Ranch.  Rodeos and fairs where trick riding can 
be seen today are described.  
The chapter I loved best features our own American 
Sidesaddle Association founding member, Mary Rivers.  
Mary, a pupil of the late great Dorothy Herbert, is a 
sidesaddle rider and daredevil of national renown.   

She now resides 
in Florida, still 
Roman rides, and 
is still called by 
her students, “the 
dream maker” 
because she puts 
her heart and soul into every person she works with to 
make their specialty riding dreams come true. 
 
This book can be borrowed from the ASA Library.  Be 
sure to go to the ASA web site to the “files” section to 
view the complete list of book offerings.  Contact 
Vicki Pritchard via Facebook or cvp1193@twc.com. 

BOOK REPORT FROM THE ASA LIBRARY  
By Vicki Pritchard 

WE PUBLISHED A BOOK! 

By Audrey Sears 

The American Sidesaddle Association Published a book! This 
book, compiled by Vicki Prichard is illustrated in full color by, 

Carole Vincer, and is called Dress and 
Tack Guidelines. It is a simple guide to 
the current rules and regulations of 
modern sidesaddle riding in the show 
ring. This is a wonderful companion for 
Judges and the modern horse-shower. 
This book gives a quick look at the 
various requirements of tack and dress 
in over ten different disciplines, and 
cites current rulebooks. It also has 
many American Sidesaddle Association Safety topics and offers information about varying 
types of sidesaddles. This book is perfect to keep in the trailer or showbox, as it is an easy 
way to double check your “turnout” before a class.  Dress and Tack Guidelines may be 

purchased now on Amazon.com in paperback form and will be available for Kindle soon. You can also find a quick link 
to it on the American Sidesaddle Website  at   https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/merchandise/. 
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BOOK REVIEW: RIDING SIDE-SADDLE BY JANET W. 

MACDONALD 
By Audrey Sears, WNY Sidesaddle Chapter 
 
I found this book to be extremely fascinating. Unlike the other 
beginner sidesaddle books I've read, this one assumes you had 
some formal training, so it expanded on more details. Things like 
the in-depth description of the posting trot or the 
troubleshooting yourself at the canter was so helpful! I also 
enjoyed the many phrases or rhymes she presented to help me 
remember tidbits. It makes it easier to transfer what I have read 
into the arena. My favorite was "...pull the knee down with the 
toe…." when she talked about how to use your seat at the trot. 
 While this is a primarily English book, I would 
recommend it to my Western friends as well, as it has been the 
first book I read that has answered some very basic new-to-
sidesaddle questions like "how do I canter without my other 
leg?" or "how do I get on?" 
 This book does not have very much history in it; 
however, it does give you some bullet point dates or names to 
have a simple background understanding. For instance, she 
mentions the date the leaping horn was invented simply to 
explain how to use your seat at the canter and gallop.  
 If you have been riding sidesaddle but are looking for a 

way to expand your knowledge 
or  troubleshoot your position for 
the show ring, this is the book for 
you! The author does well to 
hammer in basics and build on 
them. So whether you are an 
experienced rider or still very 
new, I think you will still be able 
to find a tidbit of information to 
help you.  
 On a more practical note, 
the book is 86 pages long, and had very good breaks in the 
paragraphs and large helpful illustrations. This made it a quick read, 
yet very easy to obtain the new information. 

Audrey Sears riding her standardbred horse 

Rebel Star at the Genesee Country Museum. 
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JEN’S SIDESADDLE BOOK REVIEW 
By Jen Rogers, WNY Sidesaddle Chapter 
 
I am very new to the elusive art of side saddle riding. I just started learning about it in November 

2021 after attending a WNY Sidesaddle Chapter’s American 
Sidesaddle Association (ASA) clinic.  This new interest 
immediately put me on the path of researching the topic.  
Google led the way to finding as many books on sidesaddle 
riding as I could get my hands on.  I'm sure some of the ASA 
members are "newbies" like myself.  So here is a book 
review about All About Ride Side-Saddle by Patricia and 
Victoria Spooner.  This mother and daughter duo, teamed 
up to author the Allen Photographic Guide on sidesaddle 
riding.  This short photographic booklet, consisting of 24 
pages, was first published in the UK in 1999.  It can be found 
on Amazon and Ebay.   
 
The book is very concisely written.  Be fore warned though 
that this book is only about English sidesaddle riding.  While 
reading the book I learned about the different types of 
English sidesaddles, how to fit the saddle to your horse, the 
different types of stirrup irons, how to girth up, how to 
mount up, the riding apron and correct turnout, and there is 
a great visual aid of the parts of the sidesaddle on the 
nearside and offside views.  This is a must know for us 
"newbies."  The book also touches on the correct position in 

the saddle.  Throughout the book are tiny 
boxes of "author's notes" that I found 
very helpful. 
 
I highly recommend this book to new 
sidesaddle riders.  It is small enough to 
keep in your tack trunk at the barn for a 
quick reference guide.  Happy reading and 
happy trails. 

Jen riding aside on her Percheron horse, 

Merlin at the Genesee Country Museum 
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SPECIAL THANKS  
to our Annual Banquet Sponsors 

This year’s annual awards banquet was a terrific 
success and it would not have been the same if it 
weren’t for all the wonderful people who 
generously donated money, awards, and time. Our 
sponsors generosity made it extra special for all of 
our award recipients.    
 
Thank you to our sponsors: 

Don Parriott 

Elizabeth Sanborn 

Erica Parriott 

Gael Orr 

Gut-X 

Jo Rench 

Judy Manchester-Vassie 

Julie Primmer (Smith) 

Kaitlyn Kenney 

Kat Mautz 

Kelley McCarty 

Kim Cornelius 

Marti Friddle 

Meredith Colacino 

Morgan Reeves 

Once Again Nut Butter 

Samantha Reeves   

Susanna Lawson 

Two Horse Tack 

Vicki Pritchard 
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ANNUAL BANQUET UPDATE 
By Gael Orr 

The Annual Awards Banquet was held at the Genesee Country 
Museum and Village.  We had a jam-packed weekend of fun 
activities for 33 registrants.  The weekend kicked off with a 
sunset drive through the Grand Canyon of the East, Letchworth 

State Park.  
Afterwards, 
everyone enjoyed 
Mexican cuisine at 
Rancho Viejo’s in 
Geneseo, NY. The 
next day, the 
activities continued 
at a quick visit to 
Begin Again tack 
shop, then the 
Genesee Country 
Museum where 
they were hosting 
an antique fair.  

Everyone broke off into smaller groups and walked through the 
antiques, then enjoyed the variety of older houses and 
businesses throughout the village.  After enjoying the history, 
we got together at Eagle Crest winery for a wine tasting, ate 
French-fry pizza, and then had our business meeting.  The next 
morning, was our annual awards event. Afterwards, people 
either went to Niagara Falls to enjoy the scenery there, or 
stayed and continued to finish up their museum visit.  On 
Monday, some of our group participated in the Batavia 
Memorial Day Parade, while others either returned to Niagara 
Falls, or left on their journey home.  
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NEW POLICY ANTI BULLYING AND HARASSMENT PREVENTION 
By Gael Orr 

 

By now most of you may have seen our new antibullying and harassment policy posted to our Facebook 
group; or perhaps you came to our Annual Meeting and were part of our discussion around this 
document. Going forward as part of new and renewing membership, you will be asked to acknowledge 
you have read and received a copy of this policy.  We really are striving to create a positive environment 
where all of our members (adults and youth) are in a fun, friendly, and safe space.  We want all of you to 
be encouraged that not only is your physical safety important to the American Sidesaddle Association, but 
that also your mental and emotional health is safeguarded.  The bottom line is, we care about you.  We 
hope we never have to enforce our policy, but in this day and age, we believe the best cure for bullying 
and harassment, is prevention.  Thank you for all that you do to help us promote and provide a safe space 
for all of our member-athletes to enjoy, the sport and art that we all love, sidesaddle.  

EASTERN KY HORSE EXPO  
By Deb Knudson 

Kentucky Sidesaddle (KYSS) 

 

The pictures are of Deb Knudson from the Eastern 
Kentucky Horse Expo held at Boyd County 
Fairgrounds in Ashland, Kentucky. The event was 
held  on April 24, 2022.  Deb Knudson participated 
in a sidesaddle demonstration and presentation. 
She also showed in an open show; specifically 
participating in a trail obstacle class riding 
sidesaddle. 
 

 

Deb Knudson, KYSS 
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ANTI BULLYING AND HARASSMENT PREVENTION POLICY 
 
The American Sidesaddle Association (ASA) is committed to an environment in which all individuals are treated 
with respect and dignity. Each individual has the right to engage in activities in a professional atmosphere that 
promotes equal opportunities and prohibits discriminatory behaviors, including harassment and bullying. 
Therefore, American Sidesaddle Association expects that all relationships among persons in the Association will 
be business-like and free of bias, prejudice, discrimination, harassment and bullying. 
 
Youth members must be accompanied by two adults at all time; never is a minor and a single adult (other than 
their parent) allowed to be alone with a minor at any time during all ASA activities and meetings. 
 
In order to keep this commitment of inclusivity and respect, the American Sidesaddle Association maintains a 
strict policy of prohibiting harassment of any kind, including but not limited to bullying such as: slander, gossip, 
harassment,  including sexual harassment.  We oppose bullying and harassment based on race, color, religion, 
national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, sex, age, physical or mental disability or any 
other characteristic. This policy applies to all members and leaders. 
 
Anyone who violates this policy is subject to discipline up to and including the possibility of immediate discharge 
from the American Sidesaddle Association. 
 
Examples of harassment and bullying include, but are not limited to: 
 

•Verbal conduct such as epithets, derogatory jokes or comments, slurs or unwanted sexual advances. 
 

•Physical conduct such as assault or unwanted touching. 
 

•Threats  
 

•Social Media and cyberbullying 
 
 
Any member who believes he or she has been harassed or bullied by another member, or agent of the American 
Sidesaddle Association should promptly report the facts of the incident or incidents and the names of the 
individual(s) involved to the President or Vice President of the American Sidesaddle Association.  
 
Upon receipt of a complaint, the ASA will undertake a prompt, thorough, objective and good faith investigation of 
the bullying or harassment allegations. If the organization determines that harassment has occurred, effective 
remedial action will be taken in accordance with the circumstances involved. Any member determined by the ASA 
to be responsible for harassment will be subject to appropriate disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal 
from the Association. Members will not be retaliated against for filing a complaint and/or assisting in a complaint 
or investigation process. 
 
We ask that you adhere to the American Sidesaddle Association’s harassment policy. I understand that if I have 
questions regarding the contents of this policy, I should ask the President or the Vice President of the American 
Sidesaddle Association for clarification.  
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VIRTUAL EVENTS 
October 15th-Pumpkin Derby 
November-all month– One Stirrup November Challenge 

2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Summer 
July 24, Sidesaddle Clinic Oregon WI  Kristina Brereton: Kbrereton10@gmail.com  
August 20, Sidesaddle Clinic, Contact Carrie Hedges, WNY Chapter  www.willowcreekfamilyfarm.com 
August 27, Sidesaddle Clinic, Cincinnati, Ohio, Contact Maggie Herlensky 
 

Autumn 
September 2-6, Horse Glamping Weekend at Alleghany State Park, contact Gael Orr 
September 11, All Horse Parade, Delaware OH, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
October 14-16, Nashoba Carriage Classic, Aside classes 15-16.  Contact Pam Anderson (Gamble). 
October 16, Fall Festival of Leaves Parade, Bainbridge OH, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
November 10-13, Equine Affaire, West Springfield MA, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
November 19, Remembrance Day Parade, Gettysburg PA, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky or Holly Ray 
November 25, Dayton Children's Parade, Dayton OH, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
 
All events may be viewed in greater detail here: https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/clinic-
calendar/  
 
Have you attended a clinic with us this year? Tell us how we did! We would love to have some input to help 
better improve our future clinics. Please fill out our survey at https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/
clinic-survey/  
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UPCOMING NASHOBA CARRIAGE CLASSIC A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR SIDESADDLE RIDERS 
By Pam Anderson, MISSA 

October 14-16, 2022 
The Nashoba Carriage Classic takes place every October just outside 

Memphis, TN at the Germantown Charity 
Horse Show Arena. The Pleasure Show has 
added a Driving Derby and a costume class 
that anyone can enter including carriages, 
riders, or even walkers with their dogs. 
There are also two divisions for sidesaddle. 
  
The two divisions are Walk/Trot and Walk/
Trot/Canter, and sidesaddle classes at this 
show are availableto any turnout or type of 
horse or pony, including Western turnout 
or Gaited horses. The sidesaddle 
classes are the highlight to the Saturday 
evening performance as the ladies compete 
in the “Bowl” under lights before the 
night’s dinner and festivities. The 
sidesaddle classes continue Sunday 
morning with a Hunter Hack and a 
Command Class. The Command Class is 

technically part of the Walk/Trot Division but usually everyone enters it 
because it is so much fun! The judge calls out random commands to test the 
horse and rider’s versatility. Riders can expect things such as turn-on-the 
fore, turn-on-the-haunches, trot a circle, etc. 
 
The last class of the show is The Magnolia Drive or Ride. Sidesaddle riders 
may be accompanied by outriders on this short ride through the nearby 
woods to a refreshment stand with cookies, water, and mimosas. It’s a 
wonderful time to get beautiful photos in the usually gorgeous October 
weather. Mid-South Sidesaddle Association offers a specialty award for high 
point at the end of the show and Nashoba Carriage Association offers a 
coveted Concours d’elegance award for best sidesaddle turnout. 
 
The show is fun and inclusive to all types of sidesaddle riders and a great 
opportunity to meet new people that share your passion for traditional 
equine heritage.  
 
Anyone wanting to learn more about the Nashoba Carriage Classic may 
contact us through Facebook- Nashoba Carriage Classic 
@NashobaCarriageClassic or Mid-South Sidesaddle Association @MidSouthSideSaddleAssociation. Or contact 
us through www.midsouthsidesaddle.org or www.nashobacarriage.org 

Laura Shifflette-Lawson gives 

KT Barnabus a well deserved 

pat. Drive and Ride Class Photo 

by Brooke Ballenger  

Kayla Benson photo by Pam 

Anderson  

Taylor Thomas on Endeavor at 

the GCHS  
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Taylor Thomas on Barney Photo by Pam Anderson  Jennifer Sells horse Bogart hears that 

there are cookies on the ride . 

The ladies heading out on the Magnolia 

Ride photo by Brooke Ballenger  Catherine Adams and Touch the Sky photo by Pam Anderson  
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GERMANTOWN CHARITY HORSE SHOW, JUNE 2022 
By Pam Anderson, MISSA 

The GCHS was back in full swing 
this year with near capacity 
crowds every one of its five nights. 
The Germantown Charity Horse 
Show boasts being one of the first 
designated USEF Heritage Shows 
in the nation contributing to the 
surrounding community and to 
equestrian sports since 1948. 
 
The GCHS is also one of the largest 
all-breed horse shows in the na-
tion, showcasing many disciplines 
and types of horses. Disciplines 
include hunter jumpers, carriage 
driving, sidesaddle, Gypsy Van-
ners, American Saddlebreds, Paso 
Finos, and Flat-Shod Tennessee 
Walking Horses and Speed Rack-
ers.  
 
The evening classes are a huge draw to equestrian people and local non-horse people as well. Many 
spectators have never seen a horse in person, but many equestrian people have never seen some of 
these other disciplines in person. 
 
In the Sidesaddle Division, classes are designated specifically for sidesaddle, but the ladies of the Mid-
South Sidesaddle Association did not stop with these, as they also cross-entered into English Pleasure 
classes and were quite competitive. The ladies were all smiles to show off their discipline to the 
crowd, and several young girls in the audience seemed smitten by the turnouts. 
 
To learn more about the Germantown Charity Horse Show or to plan your trip to Germantown next 
year during the first full week of June, go to to www.gchs.org. 

Kayla Benson and Corville Z accepting their blue ribbon and silver at 

the GCHS photo by Marty Barr  
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TRAILBLAZER CHALLENGE 
By Gael Orr 

Hey Everyone!  We started a “summer sizzle” by creating a trailblazer event this summer. It is an 
opportunity for riders to log their time either under saddle, or driving their horse with a carriage.  
We challenge you to get up and out and blaze some miles or hours in the saddle. You may ride, English, 
Western, sidesaddle, or bareback. We don’t care how you sit on your horse, we just want you to spend 
time with him or her.  What counts: driving, trail riding, hunter pacing, endurance racing, competitive 
trail, eventing, cross country, and riding lessons. If you are in the saddle or driving your horse, it counts 
as time for this challenge.  What doesn’t count? Chores.   

 The rider challenges have proven to be very successful and motivating for people to get even 
more involved with their horses.  There is still half of our summer left and it’s not too late to join in the 
fun! Everyone who participates gets a ribbon, but we are also offering 1-6th place ribbons for those who 
log the most time under saddle. This is also a great opportunity to compete for points in the wet saddle 
blanket or the overland trail mile  categories. You can register for our Trailblazer Challenge on the events 
page on our website or by going to this URL here: https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/summer-
trailblazer-challange/  our event runs through September 24th.  It’s not too late to get started! 

AMAZON SMILE 
By Gael Orr 

Amazon Smile is a nice way to donate to the 
American Sidesaddle Association, without it 
costing you any more money on your 
purchases.  AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of 
your eligible purchases to the American Sidesaddle Association.  Simply shop on Amazon by logging into 
Amazon using this URL: https://smile.amazon.com.  You will be asked to login using your normal Amazon 
login credentials.  Once you do that, you can select the American Sidesaddle Association charity.  To 
activate this feature on your phone app, simply go to your Amazon app, select ‘settings’ or the ‘programs 
and features’ section, and then select Amazon Smile and turn it on.    
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THIS ARTICLE FIRST APPEARED IN THE PHOENIX IN 2012 

MUSEUM SADDLES 
By Marti Friddle 

One thing about writing these articles, it’s made me focus on what I have availa-
ble, either in my shop or in my photo collection.   Frankly, I didn’t realize I was 
old enough to have all this stuff! In writing the articles, I also realized I had some 
old saddles stashed away up in the loft of the shop that should be brought 
down, cleaned up and oiled.   That chore finally got done with Jim’s assistance, 
and I took the opportunity to photograph and document them while they were 
out. Some of these saddles are documented through patent information.   Oth-
ers are not, but are interesting nonetheless.   Let’s look at a few – 

 

The Sexton Side Saddle.    In 1882, Joseph Sexton of Wytheville, VA was issued a 
patent for a tree that was meant to hold the rider in a more erect position.   
Oddly enough, the sloping seat configuration would be re- invented by Wayne 
Steele a hundred years later. Steeles have long been known to hold the rider in 
an upright position. I’ve always thought of this saddle as one of the more inter-
esting ones in my shop.   The seat is unique, in that it extends out to the left and 
has a distinct downward slope for the support of the left leg.   The tree is inter-

esting in that it’s a hybrid of the Early and 
Ruwart styles.   It has a long point and 
bars, and is put together more like a Ru-
wart.   Here’s the offside, and below that, 
a detail shot showing the decorative nail-
heads, rings for parcels, etc. and the 
satchel hook.      This is most definitely not 
a catalog saddle.   The amount of stamp-
ing and tooling, the expensive decorative 
nailheads and the heavy weight of the 
leather all point to a custom-made saddle. 

The underside of this saddle has a deerhair-stuffed pad over the wooden bars, 
and a single English billet on either side.   I’d be interested to know of other Sex-
ton saddles out there. 

 

The Smith Saddle 

The next saddle was patented by Fenwick Smith of Austin, TX  in 1870.    Note 
the generous nearside skirt which, along with the rings for attaching parcels, is an indication that this was one of 
the earlier models.   This is a handsome saddle, and I doubt this particular one ever saw much use.    Even after 
140 years the leather retains it’s chestnut brown color. At first glance, this looks like a fairly ordinary saddle – 
until you look under the seat. 
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MUSEUM SADDLES CONTINUED... 
Yes, those are metal supports holding up a hollow seat.    Mr Smith claimed 
that the design would act as a spring and give an easier ride.   Another bene-
fit would have been to have air flow to the horse’s back.     Saddler Pete Har-
ry tells me he’s reworked several of these saddles, so the idea must have 
caught on, at least for a time.    Pete refers to them as “drum seat saddles”. 
Here’s a shot of the underside of the same saddle.   Note that it’s double 
rigged and the bars are padded with a simple leather covering.    Like the Sex-
ton, this saddle has rings to which parcels and other items can be affixed.    
Regarding those rings – remember that saddles that have them were pro-
duced shortly after the War Between the States, during which soldiers used 
McClellan saddles with the same sort of attachments to hold canteen, sad-
dlebags, etc.   They would prove useful on a long journey. And of course we 
can’t have a Smith without having a Jones nearby – 

 

The Jones Saddle 

I love the idea behind this saddle, which was patented by Daniel W. Jones of 
Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1890.   .  I have reservations about the effectiveness 
of the design, largely because the locking mechanism depends upon a spring 
to hold the full weight of the rider.  Springs can break.   In fact, until my hus-

band and I read the patent closely, we were 
convinced that the locking mechanism was either missing or broken.   I’m happy 
to report it works just fine, but that it took several readings before we understood 
how to lock and unlock it.   The ability to slide the horns and attached stirrup bar 
along a track enable the rider to set the horns at a point where they are most 
comfortable for her leg length.     I’ve said for years that the stirrup leather need-
ed to be right under the upright horn, and this design bears out that theory.  The 
upright horn, leaping horn, and stirrup bar are all part of the same sliding mecha-
nism.     Additionally, the leaping horn can be set at the point where it is the most 
effective for the individual rider, 
since it swings forward or back.    I 
really believe the idea was a good 
one, but the hardware was not ad-
equate to the task.  Interestingly, 
this saddle has centerfire western 

style rigging.   I’ve never thought centerfire rigging was adequate 
for a sidesaddle, and would be curious to know how effective it 
really was in use.     You can clearly see the rawhide-covered tree.   
This is such a fascinating saddle that I’m including the patent in-
formation – ASA Member Pat Blaire also discovered some infor-
mation stating this patent was involved in a contentious divorce 
between inventor Daniel Jones and his second wife.     I have nev-
er seen another example of this saddle, but there may well be 
some out there in museums.     I would not trust the brass spring 
to hold the weight of a rider, but I like the idea behind it. 
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MUSEUM SADDLES CONTINUED... 
The Oregon Western 

This saddle has no markings, but with the help of 
Lillian Chaudhary, I think we’ve identified the 
maker.    She has a very similar saddle with the 
distinctive medallion incorporated into the design, 
that also shares many characteristics with the two 
by this maker in my shop.     The saddle she has in 
her shop was made by J S Calles, Montezuma St, 
Prescott, AZ.     Interestingly enough, 3 of the sad-
dles that I know of of this type came from Oregon.    
Another is from northern California.     I’ve always 
loved the lines on this saddle.   See for yourself – 
This saddle was reworked at some point and used, possibly for showing.   The 
horns show evidence of having been re-covered, and the tie strings and tin 
conchos I’m sure were added sometime in the 1950s or 60s.   I know of a 2 
similar saddles that have tie strings, but with leather conchos.       Otherwise 
the saddle appears to be in original condition.   The leather is fragile and 
cracked, but this is still a beautiful saddle.   Note the slope of the bottom 
edge of the skirts.   Both near and off-side skirts are made this way, but it’s 
more evident in the offside photo.    The sloping skirts remind me of a wom-
an’s skirts blowing in the wind.   

This detail shot of the right side of the saddle shows the leather handhold, 
the satchel hook, and a pretty purse.    The tooling by the way, is nearly the 
same pattern on my Goodnight style western, which we’ve also identified as 
being the work of J S Calles. The tree is rawhided, like a Goodnight Style sad-
dle, and the saddle has full double rigging.    This is a nice feminine version of 
the western sidesaddle, and I wish I could’ve seen it when new. 

After much searching, I finally found  someone who has a saddle with this me-
dallion design, and the maker stamp.    JS Calles, Prescott, AZ. Appalachian 
Spiral Seat  /   Jacob Strauss Tree- I’ve had 3 of these saddles, all very similar.     
One was marked Shelbyville TN and the other Cookeville TN.      The saddle in 
these photos has no mark on it, but it’s also had repairs done to it. I believe 
these saddles are built on a tree patented by Jacob Struass of St. Louis in 
1869.    The seat was placed over a stretched rawhide panel.    None of the 
three saddles of this type I’ve seen had the leaping horn or any indication they’d ever had a leaping horn, which 
would jive with the early date of the patent.      In the US the leaping 
horn was an extra that added significant cost to a saddle, and many 
saddles were sold without it. Judging by the area in which they were 
produced, I conjecture that they were used primarily on gaited horses, 
which wouldn’t jar the rider as a trotting horse would, and would make 
riding without a leaping horn both safer and more comfortable. 
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SPECIAL THANKS 
Maggie Herlensky and Vicki Pritchard 
 
ASA would like to thank founding member, Marti 
Friddle, for her generous donation of three historically 
valuable saddles and a saddle rack to the American 
Sidesaddle Association Library. 
  
The three saddles are in very good condition and are 
historically significant. They each include documentation 
regarding patent, manufacture, and other information. 
They were discussed in an article by Marti in the 2012 
issue of The Phoenix. 
  
The donation includes: 
1. Jere Whitson, Cookeville TN, sidesaddle with rail in 
beautiful condition. This one rivals completely rebuilt/
restored saddles as far as condition goes. An expert eye 
can tell it is original, but at first glance appears to be 
“too good to be true”. 
2. Smith sidesaddle. This saddle is fairly unique in the 
sidesaddle world. Only a very few examples of this style 
have been seen. The seat is on “pillars” above the tree, 
possibly to allow more air flow to the horse’s back. Also 
sometimes referred to as a “drum seat” because it does 
sound like a drum when “thumped”. 
3. Jones sidesaddle including spring loaded mechanism 
to move the horns to a position to suit the rider. This is 
the only known example, currently. 
4. A saddle rack which holds 4 saddles for the display of 
the above saddles. 
  
Also received from Marti were three other saddles and 
two saddle racks that will be available for purchase. 
 
The saddles are not currently in rideable condition, but are in overall very good condition. 
They would need rigging/billets to be rideable. Only one of the three includes a leaping horn. 
So they are best for display. The two saddle racks are a 3 tier rack that assembles without tools 
and a 4 tier rack that requires minimal tools for assembly. 
  
The three saddles are a Gathright Eclipse, a Gathright Morgan, and a Sexton. 
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STEELE SIDESADDLES 
Submitted by Marti Friddle 

 

L. WAYNE STEELE  HWY. 12, BOX 357 ASHLAND CITY, TENN. 37015 

This saddle is designed primarily for good looks, comfort, and ease of 
riding, as opposed to satisfying specific standards of equitation. The tree 
is built on western type bars, lined with wool. It is designed to fit the 
horse the way a western saddle does, and since it has no thick pads like 
the English sides do, it fits closer to the horse and consequently puts you 
closer to the horse and gives you a much more secure feeling.  

I have read numerous advertisements describing saddles which say 
something like "This tree is especially designed to fit your horse 
perfectly." This is a misnomer, because there ain't no such animal. My 
tree is designed to fit MOST horses WELL. Due to the fact that horses 
backs come in a wide variety of shapes, sizes and widths, ANY saddle 
has to be a compromise. I have seen unusual horses that NO saddle will 
fit. Most all saddle makers buy their trees from a tree maker and 
consequently have no control over the fit. I make my own trees.  

The bottom of this side, the fit on the horse, is exactly the same as the 
most popular tree I have made for years with sales in the tens of 
thousands with very few complaints. It is wide enough to accommodate 
all but the very widest of horses, but may require a pad on narrow horses to prevent the gullet from 
rubbing the horse. Most saddle makers won't admit that their saddles aren't "perfect" but there is NO 
saddle that is "perfect" for every horse. The  
center of the seat is close to the horse and the seat is "deep" putting you "in" the saddle instead of "on" 
it. There is foam under the seat cover but not so much that you feel you're riding on a pillow. The 
"head" or "horn" is very wide to give support all along the thigh. A smaller horn puts more pressure on a 
smaller area and gets "old" after riding a good while. The leaping horn is very wide for the same reason. 
The seat is covered with the very best  
grade of 100% nylon velvet upholstery. It comes in seven colors -- gold, blue, black, mink, red, coffee 
and olive. The leather is either the English bridle leather shown in the pictures or dark brown. I can dye 
it other shades for an additional charge. The rigging is either western with D ring and tie strap or 
English. With English rigging, the off side skirt is longer than shown to cover the rigging. There is also a 
balance strap which is not shown here. The tree has a very deep cutback, over 6 inches, to 
accommodate high withers. This saddle measures 19" from the front of the horn to the back of the 
cantle.  
 
This side saddle business is a very small operation, by the way, and I handle all business and 
correspondence personally, so if there are any other things you'd like to know or discuss with me, feel 
free to do so and there will be no further charge for this.  
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MARTIN & MARTIN  

210 South 17th Street  

Phone, Pennypacker 4715  
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA.  

Scientifically designed. Made with materials of the finest quali-
ty. Built by expert saddlers, applying advanced methods.  

CUT-BACK TREE, relieves weight 
on horse's withers. SOCKET 
PLATE with double holes for ad-
justing position of leaping head 
to riders comfort.  

PATENT FLAP SPRING attached 
to off-side flap, that enables rid-
er to tighten saddle girths  

without dismounting.  
 
PATENT SAFETY STIRRUP BAR, functions promptly by releasing 
the stirrup in emergency. SERGE LINED PANELS, it being the 
coolest and most appropriate material for absorbing  
heat of the horse's back.  
 
LIVE WOOL PADDING which moulds into the shape of the 
horse's back, providing a comfortable fit.  
Enjoyment of riding depends upon the comfort and safety of 
rider and horse. This saddle offers both these features. Meets 
all requirements, performs dependably year after year and is 
considered to be the most popular saddle by women riders.  

 

Our SIDE SADDLES are made in "BEST" quality only and one 
model, the difference being in shape of leaping heads and seat 
coverings.  
 

It is advisable for the Rider to be fitted on a Side-Saddle at time 
of purchase. It length and width do not correspond to Rider's 
build, no alteration can be made. 
 

ABOUT MARTIN AND MARTIN SIDESADDLES 
Submitted by Marti Friddle 
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NAME YOUR SADDLE 
By Gael Orr 
 

As I embark on the journey of aside riding, I find the convention of assigning names to one’s saddle 
absolutely fascinating.  I am blessed enough to own a number of saddles in my barn that I’ve collected 
over the years, yet sadly, remained unnamed. Although I admit, it had never occurred to me  that I 
should name my saddles.  To that point, I do have one saddle that I lovingly call, the Karin Holmes 
saddle, which belonged to my favorite horse trainer and friend, Karin Holmes, who passed away  six 
years ago.  But other than that, I’ve never named a saddle.  I couldn’t help but consider my own 
situation, although omitting my tack, why did I name my cars, mowers, tractors, and travel tailers? Why 
do people name anything that isn’t alive, including a saddle? And am I missing out on an important 
aspect of my horseback riding career; should I be naming my saddles and I’ve fallen short? The quest 
began!   
 According to Quartz.com, people assign names to objects that they love. Through the convention 
of naming inanimate objects, we mysteriously develop relationships with these objects, including 
houseplants! People consider and name inanimate objects as extensions of their own identities! Who 
knew!?  In fact, the most common anthropomorphizing of inanimate objects is the convention of 
assigning a human name to your car; most people name their vehicles!  The tradition of naming objects 
and projecting human personality onto them dates back centuries where knights named their swords 
and captains named their ships.  These items would be named because they became the most 
important companion to their owners.  There was a desired belief that the object somehow had a 
vested interest in keeping its owner safe.  It reminds me of the Tom Hanks movie, Cast Away and the 
character he portrayed, Chuck Noland who named his volleyball companion, Wilson. People tend to give 
personality and project human form onto things that they need or love. Because the nature of being 
human is being incalculable, if an object could represent unpredictability, we humans tend to consider 
that object as being human too.   And so to this intention, why wouldn’t we name our sidesaddles? Do 
they not in fact represent volatility and the need for safety?  Does a sidesaddle not also represent 
something we need and in fact, love?  And so I capitulate.  I’ve named my Martin and Martin, Beatrix, 

my Whitman is named Lucille, and my Crest 
Ridge, Clementine. 
 Naming the things that we love, these 
inanimate objects, is believed by many 
psychologists to be a sign of intelligence, too!  
According to the experts, no other species on 
earth engages in this name-giving behavior. Now, 
I challenge this line of thinking by asking, how 
would the experts know?  I’ve never asked a 
humpback whale if it named a favorite cave a 
whale name, but even if I could, I’m quite certain 
I’d never understand its reply.   
 



 

 25 

WNY SIDESADDLE CHAPTER UPDATE 
By Gael Orr 
 
Last May, WNY Sidesaddle Chapter hosted its spring clinic.  Maggie 

Herlensky, Audrey Sears and 
Gael Orr all taught. We had a 
huge turnout with 17 riders 
preregistered and more than 
half a dozen spectators.  One 
of our greatest strengths was 
all of the volunteers we had 
from our chapter that were 
available to sidewalk, pitch in 
where needed, and even 
helped to teach a bit. We also 
had a few new youth 
members in our chapter join 
and ride. Those new members 
were: Maggie Tallman, 
Annabelle Reynolds, and 
Cuylar West.  
 We’ve had a mini surge 

of new youth members in our chapter over the last couple of months.  
Also joining our youth roster are: Trenton Konzel, Clayton Sears, Tytus 
Sears, and Jessy Sears. We believe the growth is attributed to the 
clinic, parades, and fun activities we have planned for families to 
enjoy.   We haven’t made aside riding the largest priority, we’ve made 
participation in our chapter about sharing in the memories.  We want 
our members to be able to bring their children, riding students, or 
grandchildren to our events and to participate in them.  The 
results have been extremely enjoyable.  Our youth have learned 
a lot about history, most have tried riding aside and have found 
a new appreciation for the sport of sidesaddle.  
 In addition to the clinic, WNY has been participating in a 
number of parades.  We’ve had a parade nearly every weekend, 
all spring long and a couple over the summer too.  As most of 
our horses are in training for parades, all but Audrey Sears (so 
far) have been riding astride.  Our chapter also has several other 
activities such as the Annual Awards Banquet which we co-
hosted with Garden State Sidesaddle and we hosted a couple of 
sewing days, a mounted meeting, a couple of chapter meetings, 
and are planning a Downton Abby movie day.  Also in the works 
is a glamorous camping trip (Glamping) weekend in which we 
hope to invite surrounding chapters to also participate.  

Cuylar West on Pumpkin tries aside. 
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Annabelle Reynolds takes an astride 

lesson riding Danny. 
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MEET NEW JUNIOR MEMBER: MAGGIE TALLMAN FROM WNY SIDESADDLE CHAPTER 
 

Tell us about your favorite horse or horses: Gael Orr’s 

horses Bunny and Pumpkin are two of my favorites.  

Audrey Sears’s horse, Sluggo that I rode at a sidesaddle 

clinic in Conesus last May is also one of my favorites. 

 

Who was the horse or person who taught you the 

most?  My riding instructor, Gael Orr. 

 

What surprised you the most about riding sidesaddle? 

The way you post when you trot.  

 

Tell us a fun fact about yourself (examples could be, a 

favorite movie/TV show, a hobby or interest, music 

genre, etc.)  I like to play videogames like Animal Crossing: New Horizons and Minecraft. 

  

What are you hoping to learn about sidesaddle over the next year?  I want to improve on posting trot. 

 

Where did you attend your first sidesaddle clinic or lesson? Sweetwater Equestrian Center in Conesus, 

NY. 
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WHAT’S FOR DINNER TONIGHT? 
Submitted by Suzzanna Richardson 
 

Tuscan Chicken 
Ingredients 
 2 boneless, skinless chicken breasts (halved thin slice) 
 2/3 cup all-purpose flour 
 3 1/2 tablespoons unsalted butter 
 2 cups of spinach 
 1/4 yellow onion diced 
 2 garlic cloves minced 
 1/4 cup sun-dried tomatoes (packed in oil) thinly sliced 
 2 1/2 cups heavy cream 
 2 cup Chicken broth 
 6 ounces Parmesan grated 
 2 1/2 ounces spinach leaves 
 1/4 cup of lemon juice 
 1/2 Cup of black olives sliced 
 5 leaves crushed fresh basil 
 One box Penne noodles 
 Salt and pepper to taste 
 
Directions: 
1. Boil Penne noodles and set aside. 
2. Use flour and salt and pepper in a pan to bread 
chicken. Use 2Tb. Butter in a hot pan and pan fry chicken 
till golden brown about 6 min each side. Set aside. 
3. Use ½ tsp. butter and add diced onion and garlic in 
same pan cook till onion turns translucent. Then 
remaining butter and add heavy cream, parmesan, 
making sure to wisk and add olives, spinach as well as 
basil. 
4. Add chicken broth and sundried tomatoes. 
5. Stir occasionally and add lemon juice. 
6. Return chicken to pan and cook on low making sure to 
sir. 
7. Place noodles on plate and place chicken on noodles 
and spoon sauce over entire meal. 
8. Enjoy!!! 
 
  

Suzzanna Richardson riding Arabian, Ivy 
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BREYERFEST 2022 
By Jann Chappelle 
 
July 20, 2022 

 

     We have finally arrived! The Kentucky Horse 

Park, Lexington, KY.  The home of Breyerfest and 

scores of other events, Land Rover (formerly 

Rolex) 3 Day Event, National level shows, charity 

horse shows and more. (Check it out at: kyhorse-

park.com). The first day, everyone is totally ex-

hausted. Normal. Packing all the stuff that might be needed for horse or human, 

including first aid, electrolytes, water and water buckets, hay, grain, sawdust, ma-

nure bucket and fork, fans, fly repellent, sunscreen, grooming kits, and too much 

more to list.  The excitement and anticipation are high. One feels an energy vibration 

that is common when one is around horses. One of many reasons humans are drawn 

to Equines.   There are lots of kids here. From few weeks old infants to little kids big-

ger kids, and the biggest kids (adults). Modes of navigating the park include on foot, 

by shuttle, on horseback (horses always have the right of way within the park), bicycle, strollers, Dad powered radio flyer wagons and 

other creative pull-alongs that include room for stashing mementoes.    So. What exactly is the appeal of a plastic horse? Really? They 

are beautiful and not too expensive. Many are works of art. No two are alike, as they are individually hand finished. Breyer model 

horses may range from $10 to as much as $3500 for vintage models. (triplemountain.com).  For a few dollars, you could have your 

own horse. And isn’t that the point??!!   

     I was born into a lower middle- class family. My dad worked as a Youth Agency Administrator for The Boy Scouts of America. He 

was a 3 palm Eagle Scout. Mom was a homemaker. As 

soon as my mouth could form the word, I began asking 

for a horse. Like “Crazy for Cocoa Puffs!” but horses. At 

age 10, I met a lifetime friend, Dr. Margie Lewter owner 

of Holistic Veterinary Consultants, Blacksburg, VA. 

(https://holisticveterinaryconsultants.com).  She had me 

climb aboard Prince, a gold chestnut Shetland Pony, 

bareback. He galloped off across the field and I didn’t 

fall off. Margie on Tam O’Shanter, our friend Joyce 

Strum, on Satan, and me, on Prince. The 3 musketeers! 

     Fast forward. I read everything, twice. I had started 

to accumulate horse things. A halter. A crop. Brushes. 

Then a $75 English saddle from England, still in excellent 

condition. My family was living in Norristown, PA. We 

moved every three years, just like military, climbing the 

work ladder. For kids, that means new schools, new 

friends. A Virginia kid moving to PA. does not guarantee 

friends, especially when a southern drawl is fun to 

mock. I spent time with my stick horses.  
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BREYERFEST CONTINUED... 
 

 
     One day, I was schooling a muscular black stallion 

named El Dorado.  I felt eyes on me. The gruff old neigh-

bor man. I sheepishly grinned and tried to hide the 

horse. I was 13 for crying out loud! I waved, he waved. 

The next weekend my little sister Julie races into our 

room screaming “There’s a horse outside!”. “Yeah, 

sure.”, I mumbled as I rolled over. She persisted in her 

screaming. I had to get up and look.  

     Outside, leaning on the fence with the neighbor, my 

Mother called me over. “Look what Mr. Joe has.” A 

fuzzy, cream colored, frightened yearling colt (Shetland 

x Welsh) stood at the far rails staring at us. I climbed 

through the fence, sat on the ground. I knew what to do 

because I had read about it. It was a Native American 

trick. I totally ignored him, playing with a pebble in the 

dirt. The colt circled around, curious. He came closer, closer, then reached down and nudged me with his nose 

and ran away. I laughed out loud! To my Mother, the neighbor man predicted, “She will be able to do anything 

with that pony!” My Mother guided me in choosing the perfect name: Platinum Pal. Because he was my Pal, 

more precious than gold. 

 More horses and experiences came with the years. I still treasure my first Breyer horse, a woodgrain 

fighting stallion. He was given to me as a reward for finding a neighbor boy’s high school ring in the drainage 

ditch behind our house in Chesterfield County, VA.  My second was Jumping Model #300. And the list continues. 

I was so rich in horses! Arabians! Jumpers! Wild horses, too. I loved them. Trained them. Took care of them. 

They kept my secrets safe. And who better to keep the boogeyman away 

than one who can 

 “… leap like a locust (and) strike terror with its proud snorting. Pawing 

fiercely, rejoicing in its strength. My horse laughs at fear, afraid of nothing: 

He does not shy away from the sword. The quiver rattles against its side, 

along with the flashing spear and lance. In frenzied excitement He eats up 

the ground; He cannot stand still when the trumpet sounds. At the blast of 

the trumpet He snorts, ‘Aha!”  (Job 39:19-25). 

     In closing, I want to say Breyerfest is like Disneyland, with horses, on 

steroids. If you like horses, add going there to your list. General admission 

is $35. There are many free things to do as well as free stuff. 

A person can spend a lot, or a little, for major enjoyment.  Just like those 

darn plastic horses… 

 

In honor of Augustus Cesar, 18.2hh, 1900-pound, Black Percheron Stallion. 

I LOVE YOU!! 
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PARADE TRAINING 
By Gael Orr 

When I was a young teenager, I used to ride my horse in our community ’s Nunda Funday’s parade every year. I enjoyed it 
tremendously. It was an opportunity to get my horse looking beautiful for all the admirers in my small town. I grew up in the  
Village of Nunda, New York, with a population of about 800 people, and 2,000 cows.  As an adult I have wanted to ride in 
parades, but the parade training always held me back.  I think at the age of 14 I wasn ’t so worried if my horse could handle 
it or not, I bounced a lot better then if I did take a fall, than I do now at 51. The concerns of having experiences of deali ng 
with an emotional horse and the responsibilities of my worrying mind considering all the things that could go wrong, simply 
held me back from even trying.  Last year, I rode in Gettysburg borrowing my girlfriend ’s horse.  I had such an amazing 
“mountain top” experience, and I wanted that feeling to last.  I don ’t mind sharing that I’ve been through a lot over the last 
ten years, and happiness has been elusive and became a cognitive choice.  It was extra special for me, to have a parade 
experience deliver some delicious moments of unabated joy.   Simply put, that moment inspired me to figure out how to get 
my personal horse trained for parades.  Last October, I got a new horse I named Bunny.  She was an offtrack standardbred 
and a little bit older at the age of 17. I didn ’t think I’d ever be saddle training a horse again, but there I was, crushing it, 
taking on a horse with only 10 rides on it before I got her.   
 Horse Evaluation: I think the key thing when figuring out what kind of horse you want to ride in a parade, you have 
to consider the horse itself.  Do you have the right horse for a parade? Bunny has a great mind, she ’s very caring, wants to 
please, and is quite brave.  I have a barn full of horses, 7 actually. But other than my little pony Pumpkin, I had little 
confidence that any of my current horses could handle a parade.  While I hoped my mare Ivy could manage a parade, she 
was nursing an injury that was uncertain about her recovery.  (I ’m delighted to report, she’s made a full recovery and is in 
parade training as we speak!) My one horse Sam, a paint cob horse, while adorable, is really pretty stupid, acts 
unpredictably at times, and when he comes unglued, he doesn't care whose in his way.  My other horse Rei is a Lusitano, 
quite hot, and used to have a pretty bad rearing problem. He will never be a sidesaddle mount and I wanted to ride in 
parades aside, eventually.  So he was eliminated as my parade choice.  Evaluating your horse ’s potential is important.  Can 
any horse be parade trained? Maybe...probably not.  But if any horse could be parade trained, I would challenge you by 
asking, how much time, energy, and investment do you want to make insuring that can happen? So my mare Bunny, was my 
choice.  I had just gotten her, I wasn’t sure she could cut it. She seemed a little spooky when I first got her, but what 
changed my mind about her, is in spite of her fears, she always pushed through them anyway, wasn ’t explosive, and looked 
to me for support.  If something scared her, she would shy a bit around the object, but didn ’t actually spook, bolt, jump, 
rear, buck, or do anything stupid. She’d look at it with a “hairy eyeball” and breath funny, but kept going by walking a little 
faster. Perfect! 
 De-sensitivity Training: The first thing I did with Bunny, was start to desensitize her.  I used small flags, large flags, 
made lots of noises, I even purchased an extremely obnoxious kids police siren (that I might regift to someone's child who 
annoys me) on Amazon that had flashing lights to get her exposed to lights and siren noises.  I did that for about a month, 
very consistently, our training sessions were 3 times a week for about 10 -15 minutes long.  I kept the training sessions 
short, but frequent. And I didn’t go crazy with the de-sensitivity training either. I did the best I could. Our first parade was 
the Dansville Winter in the Village Christmas Parade.  I chose this parade because it was super short, just one block long, 
had a fire truck in it, that was silent, and had one marching band in it.  If all hell broke loose, I didn ’t want to be in a two 
mile long parade.  I asked my grandson to ride our pony Pumpkin.  She ’s a little bomb proof mare that I had no doubt would 
be just fine, although she had never been in a parade before.  I ’d seen Pumpkin stand next to the road when firetrucks went  
passed, and she didn’t care.  I mean, the world could crash on this pony, and she just wouldn ’t care.  I also knew she would 
be fine in crowds from all the horse shows she has done in her lifetime.  
  Support Horses: In addition, and this is key, my friend Audrey loaned us her parade trained horse, that my friend 
Suzzanna rode.  I think it is really important to have an already parade trained horse in your parade line -up.  Audrey’s horse 
Fancy-Nancy gave support to all the other horses in our line -up.  Find someone who already has a parade trained horse, and 
ride with them.  Horses feed off of each other, having a confident horse or two next to yours makes a huge difference in 
being successful.  How do I know this? I actually looked into police trained horses. I was looking at their training and even  
considered hosting a workshop, and what they do to get their horses ready for all of the stimulation they go through all of 
the time.  They use solid well trained horses to train greener ones. Check out their website: http://
www.mountedpolicetrainingacademy.com/  In addition, my friend Debbie rode with me on her horse, who was also a bomb 
proof wonder-boy and brought her grandson on his bomb proof pony mare (neither horse had been in a parade before).  So 
that first parade, we had 4 horses that had never been in a parade, three of which were bomb proof horses,  and one horse 
that was a seasoned parade horse.    Get a good horse support team.  Be a good support person to your horse.  
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PARADE TRAINING CONTINUED… 
  
Temper Expectations: I went to the parade with ZERO expectations that we would be 
successful.  I  adjusted my attitude to this: If she has a melt down and can ’t handle the 
commotion, I’ll put her back on the trailer and do more desensitization work.   If she is 
upset, but handling it and jigging a bit, I ’ll hand walk her through the parade.  If she is a 
little anxious, but doing well, I’ll have my husband clip a lead rope onto her, and ride 
through with a side-walker. And if she is having no issue at all, I ’ll just ride her through 
the parade.  The key thing here, is I had no expectations that I had to ride her through 
the parade.  I was there to support my horse in any state in which she presented herself, 
and help her through it. I’m delighted to report, I was able to ride her through with a 
side-walker.  Our second parade was the very next day, it was a horses only parade.  A 
siren went off while she was tied to the horse trailer, and she didn ’t care, not even a 
little.  That made me feel a lot better as it ’s the sirens, marching bands, balloon carts, 
(sun or rain) umbrellas, and loud noises that make me wonder how a horse can handle it 
all at the same time.  In fact, I rode Bunny through a huge parade and she was fine 

through the entire thing, then as I was walking her back to the parade start, she shied at a stationary mailbox.  Gotta 
love horses!  Guess what, she was worse at the horses only parade, than the one the day before that had all the stimu-
lation.  Sometimes in training horses get a little worse, then get a lot better.   
 Take Your Time: Our third parade, I didn’t need a side-walker at all.  My husband still walked along side me 
with a rope in hand, just in case I needed him.  I still had my support pony Pumpkin ridden by a friend.  Pumpkin has 
been in every parade with Bunny, giving Bunny the emotional support she needs.  Our forth parade, I introduced my 
horse Ivy.  Ivy rode paired next to Pumpkin. She exhibited no issues whatsoever. 
Not one! She didn’t need a side-walker, she walked calmly down the parade route 
next to Pumpkin like she’s done parades every day of her life.  Ivy was next to 
Pumpkin, with Bunny right behind her.  She had the confidence of her herd to 
draw upon.  I have yet to ride her sidesaddle in any of these parades, but I will in 
time.  I’m in no rush, I’m taking my time to get the training right.  I want to make 
sure my horses are in a good mental place before I tax them further with another 
thing to think about, carrying me aside.  
 
 
Remember:  
1. Evaluate your horse 
2. De-sensitize 
3. Find the right support horses 
4. Temper your expectations  
5. Don’t rush the training   
 

Please review our parade safety rules on our website: 
https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/parades/  

“I  adjusted my attitude to this: If she has a melt down and can ’t 
handle the commotion, I’ll put her back on the trailer and do more 
desensitization work.   If she is upset, but handling it and jigging a 
bit, I’ll hand walk her through the parade.  If she is a little anxious, 
but doing well, I’ll have my husband clip a lead rope onto her, and ride through with a side -
walker. And if she is having no issue at all, I’ll just ride her through the parade. “  

Liz Juba, Parade Coordinator Fairy 

Henrietta Memorial Day Parade 

WNY Sidesaddle Chapter 

Suzzanna Richardson riding in 

foreground, Gael Orr in 

background- Batavia Memorial 

Day Parade 
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PARADES GALORE!  
By Gael Orr 
 
Western New York Sidesaddle Chapter has made it a point 
to really get our horses parade trained well.    We’ve 
participated in parades almost weekly for the last 8 weeks 
or so.  There is nothing like parade training to desensitize 
your horses and make them safer for any style of riding, 
especially sidesaddle riding.   
 We kicked off our spring season with the Dogwood 
Parade in Dansville, New York.  This was our first parade 
of the year and the horses performed well with little 
incident.  All of our ladies dressed their horses in dogwood 
flowers, which was a real crowd pleaser.  Then we rode in 
two back-to-back Memorial Day Parades. Both parades 
were huge, and the Henrietta, New York parade 
challenged our horses a bit with some cannon fire and a 
renegade table-style umbrella that broke free from its base as the 
weather was inclement.  The Batavia Memorial parade would have 

been low key if it weren’t for the 
inconsiderate traffic after the parade 
and some horse-eating manhole covers.  
The inconsiderate drivers were 
surprising in contrast to how well the 
crowds received our riders during the 
parade itself.  We had applause nearly 
the entire parade route and felt very 
welcomed. 
   We also rode in the Nunda-

Funday’s 
Fireman’s Day 
Parade.  You 
know, every 
parade poses 
different 
challenges, and 
this challenge 
was a line up of 
20 or so antique tractors we had to ride past.  Also on 
the agenda was the Chili, NY parade.  We also rode in 
the Independence Day Parade  at the Genesee Country 
Museum. This was a historical reenactments parade 
based on the Civil War Era. 
  

Mike Orr, side-walker; Gael Orr riding Bunny, Chris 

Gibson riding Pumpkin, Debbie McNicholas riding 

Butterscotch– WNY Sidesaddle Chapter riding in the 

Dogwood Parade. 

Jen Rogers riding Merlin, WNY 

Sidesaddle Chapter at the parade line 

up for the Batavia Memorial Day 

Parade. 

Trenton Konzel, Deb McNicholas, Gael Orr, Suzzanna 

Richardson, Chris Gibson all wore our sponsor’s ,Once 

Again Nut Butter t-shirts in the company’s hometown 

parade. 
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STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 
Submitted by Jann Chappelle-Foley, C.N.M., APRN 

 The American Sidesaddle Association (ASA) was invited to the 
Strawberry Festival. The American Sidesaddle Association attended the 86th 
Annual Strawberry Festival,  May 14, 2022, in the historic and charming city of 
Buckhannon, West Virginia,  the only incorporated city in Upshur County, 
home of West Virginia Wesleyan College.  Representing ASA , President 
Maggie Pritchard-Herlensky on  Wyatt (Bay Standardbred) , granddaughter 
Katie McAllister on Crimson (Leopard Appaloosa) and Bryan McAllister, lead 
horse and sidesaddle wrangler,  on Gina ( bay Standardbred). Their home 
base is Ohio. Linda Klein, of Milton WV, on Blush ( bay Standardbred), and Jan 
Chappelle Foley, of Clarksburg, WV on Fern ( golden chestnut Hackney x 
Standardbred) completed the group. 
     Blue sky and  beautiful spring temperatures encouraged great crowd 
attendance. Large painted-on-road strawberries served as the parade route 
guide.  As the newbie, I was a bit nervous-first time in a sidesaddle,  and first 
time to ride a horse in a parade! Ms.Pritchard-Herlensky calmly reminded 
me of a common phrase among horsewomen, “Let your horse do the 
thinking!” The horses shined with strawberries on their rumps, felt 
strawberry greenery around necks, and strawberries dangling from green 
and red satin cords, clipped into manes.  And glitter! All over! The women 
astride wore red shirts, black skirts and matching black helmets and boots. 
     The appearance and enthusiasm of the group earned “ Best Small Group” 
trophy. I was pleasantly surprised at the level of security I felt in the saddle. I 
relaxed. Fern strutted to the lead, and we had fun! Since the first one -day 
festival held in 1936, to support the local (now statewide )strawberry 
growers, it has grown to over an entire week.  Multiple parades! Food! 
Vendors!  Arts and crafts! And much more.  For more information, email 
info@WVStrawberryFestival. Com. 
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MAKE YOUR OWN SIDESADDLE CANE 
Gael Orr 

I’ve been on a whirlwind journey of sidesaddle cane 
making.  I’ve learned quite a bit about the process 

and am here to share the tricks.  
Sidesaddle canes are really easy to 
make, and fun too!  The first step is 
to find the cane head that  
you want, that’s the fun part! Jump 
on eBay and start looking at vintage 
or antique parasol handles, not 
cane handles. Why? Because cane 
handles tend to be too large. 
Parasol handles are typically the 
perfect size as a sidesaddle cane 
topper. You can also use small 
finials or antique drawer pulls.  I 
prefer to find a topper that has a 

screw in it or that has a female screw in end. That 
said, I’ve even used a small wooden cat toy as a cane 
topper, so as long as you can either put a hole in one 
end of your topper or it has a hole already in it, you 
can make it work. 
 Next buy yourself a nice straight dowel.  I like 
to get as small of a dowel as I can that will still fit my 
topper.  Drill a hole in your cane.  And use a hanger 
bolt to screw into your cane and affix your topper to 
the hanger bolt.  I use the hanger bolt as the piece 
that attaches the cane topper to the dowel.  Do a test 
fit to make sure they go together BEFORE you cut 
your cane to the length you want. That way if you 
accidentally crack the top of your cane doing your dry 
fit, you can always cut off the crack and start over.  
After you know your topper fits, cut your cane to 
length.  At the bottom of your cane, drill a small hole 
into if for your can tip end piece (I get those on 
Amazon).  Using Gorilla glue epoxy, fills both end 
holes with the epoxy and affix your topper and your 
cane tip.  This will keep everything stable and secure.  
Next, stain your cane shaft, the dowel.  After it dries 
overnight, spray it with polyurethane and let that dry 
overnight too.   It’s important to seal the dowel so 

that your dowel doesn’t warp over time.  I also like to 
make a small hanging style cloth bag to hold my 
canes when finished so they don’t warp.  The last 
thing to do, is attached a tassel. I just use a simple 
curtain tassel and that becomes a wristlet. If you use 
a wristlet, if you drop your cane while riding, you 
don’t have to dismount to fetch it from the ground.  
Enjoy! 

 
 
 
Materials list 
Parasol handle end 
(topper) 
Dowel 
Hanger bolt 
Cane tip 
Wood Stain 
Polyurethane 
Curtain tassel 
 
Tools needed 
Rubber gloves (for staining) 
Screw gun/drill 
Paper towels 
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HORSE GLAMPING 
By Gael Orr 
 

Have you ever gone camping in a glamorous way? Yes? 
Then you've gone glamping!  I first got introduced into 
the world of glamping through an organization called, 
Sisters on the Fly.  They are a fun organization where 
ladies and their husbands or boyfriends, referred to as 
“mister-sisters,” get together and camp. Typically they 
have small vintage travel trailers that they have 
modernized and glamorized.  Inspired by the idea of 
glamping, and having been an avid horse camper, it 
made me want to fix up a small vintage trailer. One day, 
while driving home from work, I saw a small vintage 1972 Fan travel trailer looking sad, with broken out 
windows, parked on the side of the road (picture above).  That trailer needed me to love it!  I stopped 
and purchased the trailer for $500 bucks. I didn't even try to talk the owner down in price. It was love at 
first sight.  My husband, Mike was not shocked when he saw it roll into the driveway, because well, it’s 
me. I’m always dragging some kind of something-or-other home to our farm.  This wasn’t exactly his 
“first rodeo” when it came to what I might bring home with me.  I’ve dragged and towed  home 
everything from boats, trailers, campers, and even an old outhouse. Thinking back, Mike probably should 
have reconsidered that purchase of my heavy duty pick-up truck. But I digress, back to glamping.   
 In a nutshell, I gutted that Fan camper and rebuilt its interior inside of my 30’ gooseneck horse 
trailer.  I just loved the inside of that Fan camper. I loved the scalloped edges under the cabinets (they 
looked like flower petals to me) and I loved the turquoise appliances. I enjoyed the vibe of that 1970’s 
“energy” of the trailer. It had style and nothing is made like that anymore.  Mike wondered with curiosity 
what I had in store for that camper.  But the camper sat, for quite a long time, a few years in fact.  

 

1972 Fan Camper  
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HORSE GLAMPING CONTINUED…  It sat stubbornly as a total eye-sore, under a tarp in my front yard.  

Although the tarp improved its look for the unimaginative onlooker, I wasn’t exactly sure what I wanted to do with 
it quite yet.  It was too far gone to really rehab, but the 
good appliances and cabinets, just wouldn’t allow me to 
simply scrap it out for parts.  Tick-tock, another year or 
so passed.  I ended up selling my house and moving.  
Not long after that, I purchased a 30’ gooseneck horse 
trailer and the front of the trailer had a huge unfinished 
dressing room in the front.  It didn’t take long for me to 
realize what I was going to do, which was  fully gut 
everything out of the Fan camper and rebuild it inside 
my horse trailer.  I recruited my husband to help me 
and then the glamping began!  For the cost of $500.00 I 
was able to recreate an entire mini kitchen, beds and a 
couch.  I did have to replace the propane refrigerator, 

which was about $800.  But then I spent another $100.00 to have my friend, Rob, 
who wraps vehicles with advertising, match the turquoise color of my stove and sink 
and wrap the refrigerator for me.  My camper is now complete with an enamel 
turquoise sink, stove, and refrigerator.   It comfortably sleeps 5 people.  The couch 
unfolds into a double bed and the back of the couch can lift up and sit on a white trim 
ledge and becomes a bunk bed.  I even installed an 8-tract player and a chandelier 
candelabra!  Why an 8-tract player? Why not!?  It goes with the ‘70s style and there’s 
nothing better than the nostalgia of Crosby Stills and Nash or Jim Croce while out 
camping.  Even the occasional 8-track player eating one of my tapes, makes me laugh 
when I’ve had to do a mad-dash to try and save it before it reaches full destruction, 
and that too brings me back to my youth.   
 It did take some time to rebuild everything into the front of the horse trailer, 
an entire summer in fact.  I made all the curtains and the quilt on my bed.  I went 
with bright cheerful colors and donned a daisy motif.  All in with insulation and all the 
parts and pieces, paint too, my investment was about $2,000.00  Not too bad when 
you think about how much a full RV horse trailer costs in comparison to a bare bones 
trailer.  Repurposing an old vintage trailer was 
not only better for my pocketbook, but better 
for the environment too.   It took a lot of sweat 
equity and imagination, but the results are 
super fun, and the style, all my own.    

  
  

Refrigerator wrapped with 

matching color, turquoise. 

Before and after image. 

Horse glamping at Brookfield, New York. 

Gael’s 70’s raffia cups enjoyed for 

glamping. 
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HORSES IN THE MORNING 
By Audrey Sears and Maggie Herlensky 

Listen to the first podcast by clicking on this link:  https://
www.horseradionetwork.com/2022/04/05/sidesaddle-getting-started-aside-for-april-5-2022
-by-american-sidesaddle-association/  

We have been renewed! Originally Horses in the Morning PodCast contracted the American Sidesaddle 
Association to do three shows in April, May and June. We have been a hit so far, and we have been renewed 
for another 3 shows, so make sure and check out our website to see our July, August and September Shows 
every 1st Tuesday of the month!  
 
I, Audrey Sears, personally have been having so much fun helping co-hosting with Maggie Herlensky to do 
the show. I have been learning so much, and I love talking to all the fabulous guests we have had on the 
show so far. We have talked with beginner sidesaddle riders, to world class riders, those that don't own 
horses or those that breed specialty horses. I feel like its opening up new doors and paths that I didn't even 
know sidesaddle had! From the outside looking in I really thought sidesaddle was just another “type” of 
saddle I had no idea the “sub cultures” that existed and its completely eye opening! When Maggie first told 
me about the podcast I honestly thought “can we even fill 1 hour worth of content for a podcast?” The 
answer was yes, we can! Our last recording took almost two hours! Its absolutely mind blowing and we still 
didn't cover everything we could have! I'm  looking forward to the new upcoming episodes. You can catch 
up on our past episodes by going to https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/podcast/  and we hope you 
tune into our upcoming episodes. 
 
HORSES IN THE MORNING is the only live morning show with an equine theme and is the most popular 
podcast in the horse world. It’s a light, lively, entertaining daily look at the horse world and the people in it. 
The show includes entertaining conversation, out of the ordinary guests, numerous regular horse related 
segments, listener call in, contests, giveaways and so much more. 
  
We need sponsors. If you would like to help sponsor the show, contact Maggie Herlensky. We have a couple 
of options for business sponsors from fully sponsoring an episode to sponsoring an ad during the show. Both 
options include ad space in the Phoenix magazine. Individuals can help by donating as much or as little as 
you like. We will give you a shoutout on the show and a thank you in the magazine. As a reminder, we are a 
501c3 non-profit, so all donations are tax-deductible. 
  
We need guests! Who would you like to hear on the radio? We’d like to interview interesting people about 
their sidesaddle experiences. 
 
About Horses in the Morning 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/horses-in-the-morning/id399998714    
The world's leading daily morning podcast for the horse world with listeners in over 90 countries. A light, 
lively, entertaining look at the horse world and the people in it. The show includes entertaining conversation, 
out of the ordinary guests, numerous regular horse related segments, training tips, health segments, listener 
call ins, contests, giveaways and so much more.  



 

 40 SOLAR ENERGY IS AFFORDABLE  

By Gael Orr 
 
Some of you know I installed solar energy on my farm and have asked 
me about the process and how it all works.  So I decided to share my 
story here in the newsletter with all of you since I believe solar energy 
might be a good investment for you.  For nearly twenty years (good 
God, am I really that old?!), my husband Mike and I have wanted to 
have renewable energy for our home.  It is hard not to sound like a 
solar sales-person when I talk about the success of our solar 
installation because we are so happy and excited about it.  The solar 
process was much easier than I ever thought possible and completely 
affordable.   
 Mike and I installed a ground mount solar system because we 
wanted more panels than the roof of our home could handle. And our 
roof faces east, not south (our panels are shown above).  We use 
more electricity than most home owners do because we have a farm, 
so likely a roof mount system would work for you should you have a 
south facing rooftop.  The process of installing solar energy on our 
farm was much easier than I thought it would be. Honestly, I’ve had a 
more difficult time purchasing a car or even making a dental 
appointment.  Mike and I decided to work with Renovus out of Ithaca, 
New York.  (I enthusiastically recommend them.)  
 In a nutshell, there has never been a better time to install 
solar panels. Prices have dropped significantly, the incentives and 
rebates are compelling, and there are a variety of great financing 
options available right through your electric company. Modern 
financing options have all but eliminated the barrier to entry for solar 
(big upfront costs), so many households are now able to go solar for 
little to no money down. Solar is one of the very few household 
purchases that will actually pay for itself. Studies show that on 
average, solar panels return two to four times their cost in saved 
electricity bills. So how much did Mike and I pay upfront? Wait for it…
$1,200! 
 My first thought was that solar tax credits must be some kind 
of hoax and super hard to apply for and get; I mean, how do I apply or 
get the tax credits currently available for solar energy? How do I get 
utility rebates and credits?  When I first heard about solar energy, the 
first thought that came to my mind was just how expensive the panels 
and installation must be.  So naturally, I had many questions.  When I 
spoke to the solar energy company over the phone, the first thing 
they did was pull up a Google-earth map and look at my property.   
Then they took a good guess as to where the panels could go.  I made 
an appointment with them to come to my home, but more on that a 
bit later. 
 In terms of tax credits, when they arrived, Renovus looked at 
my income taxes from the previous year.  In doing so, they were able 
to tell me what my tax credits would be at both the state and federal 
level before I even began the installation process or committed myself 
to anything.  I then signed an agreement allowing the solar company 
to investigate and apply for two loans on my behalf.  The first loan 
was directly through my electrical company.  It was for a short term 
loan in the amount of both the federal and state tax credits that I 
qualified for.  
 
 

The loan was a 12 month loan at 0% interest (yes, I said zero).  The tax 
credits paid for half of the solar array installed on our farm.   How did I 
get the tax credits?  I got them when I filed my state and federal tax 
returns.  The other half of the costs of the investment also came from 
the aid of our electric company. They gave us a 3.5% fixed rate loan 
for 15 years. The loan repayment for our panels is less than what we 
pay each month for our electric bill.  That means that I’m ahead about 
the dollar value of two large fully loaded pizzas every month, until my 
15 year loan is paid off.   After that time, I’ll no longer have an electric 
bill at all, (except for my monthly $17.00 utility fee for the privilege of 
being connected to NYSEG).  And my current loan repayment for solar 
is going into the equity of my home.  So instead of paying for 
electricity every month, a utility bill I would normally pay for anyways, 
I’m now paying for the solar panels instead.  In summary, right now as 
you read this, my current electric bill is $17.00 a month!  My solar 
panel loan repayment is less than what my former electric bill used to 
be.   
 The solar panels are warrantied for 25 years, monitored 24 
hours 7 days a week by Renovus, and the average life expectancy of 
the panels is 40 years!  The monitoring that Renovus does will tell 
them if one or more of my panels isn't  producing energy as it should 
be, so they know to fix the issue. They monitor my panels through our 
home’s Internet connection, and I too can see what our production is 
at any time through an app on my smartphone.   The panels 
themselves are tied into the electric panel in my home.  I did not go 
with a battery system.  Am I worried about how the technology will 
change over the next 40 years? Not really.  Why? Because believe it or 
not, solar technology hasn’t really changed all that much since the 
1960s; what has changed it net metering.   
 Net metering is where the solar panels are tied directly into 
my electrical unit on the side of my house, instead of charging 
batteries.  Energy is sent back to the utility company, and as that 
happens, my electric meter will actually run backwards. The utility’s 
net metering program means the energy company is buying power 
from me at the same dollar value as they sell it to me. That means I’m 
selling my electricity at retail value, or perhaps more accurately, 
accumulating energy credits with the electric company so that when 
there is less sunlight outside, as is the case in the winter months, I can 
redeem those credits then!  If I do happen to under-produce what I 
need in electricity, I “buy it back” from the electric company in solar 
credits.  When I generate more energy in the summer month, I 
accumulate credits that I can redeem in the winter months. My panels 
generate electricity on cloudy/foggy days, and even from moonlight. 
The system I invested in, is estimated to produce 100% of my 
electrical needs.   Battery technology is still available, but solar 
batteries have to be replaced every 5 years or so.  So if the power 
goes out in the community with net metering, I too will lose power. 
The solar companies have a dual technology system where solar 
panels switch from the grid, to a battery back up system if the power 
should go out.  This option though is quite expensive averaging about 
$10,000 more per system. 
 
 

 



 

 41 New York State’s Solar Incentives are Some of the Best in the 
Country 
 Currently, New York State has implemented two green 
energy laws, the first being that 50% of all of New York’s energy must 
be renewable energy by 2050 (we are currently at 22%); and the 
second that there is a property tax exemption in most towns.  What 
is a property tax exemption?  It means simply that your property 
taxes will not be raised (for the next 15 years) just because you’ve 
installed green energy and increased the value of your property or 
home. I know every state is different, but most states are not getting 
very serious about providing tax credits. Call your solar installation 
company of choice and they can update you. 
 In addition to the property tax exemption, the federal 
government is offering a 30%  system cost tax credit, meaning that 
when you file your federal taxes you can claim 30% of the 
expenditures of your solar-system.  New York State is offering a 25% 
personal tax credit, which  is capped at $5,000 and  also $1,157 net 
metering credits per year for energy fed into the grid. Most of the 
utility companies are offering rebates and solar incentives in the 
form of low interest and interest-free loans in addition to tax credits, 
as I described earlier.   
Here is an example (assuming you claimed $5,000 under the New 
York State Solar Tax Credit):  Let’s say you purchased your solar 
energy system for $20,000 and claimed $5,000 under the New York 
State Solar Tax Credit. When you do your federal taxes, the most you 
can claim under the ITC is 30% of $15,000, or $4,500. In effect, this 
means that the final total cost of your system is therefore $10,500 
(almost a 50% discount!) Then if you wish, you can finance the 
$10,500 over any time frame that works for you.  For the other 
9,500.00, most energy companies are offering a short-term interest 
free loan until you file your tax return and can then pay them back.  
 Okay, so enough talk about money- let me tell you what 
happened after the Google-earth phone call I had with the solar 
company.  They came to my farm with an engineer who inspected 
the location of where they thought the panels should go, which 
happened to be on my barn roof.  I did not care for the location 
because alongside the property is my neighbor’s tree line, and in 25 
years, those trees will shade my panels.  So we talked about a roof-
mount system on my house.  I didn't like that idea either as I wanted 
more panels than would fit on my house roof. Additionally, with an 
east facing roof, we would only get about 40% energy production 
from the panels.  So we came to an agreement to have a ground 
mount system, not to be confused with a pole mount system.  A pole
-mount systemis when the poles are very high off the ground so that 
you could technically use the panels to provide shade for  livestock, 
or cars In a parking lot.  A ground mount system is much closer to the 
ground (around 4’ at the lowest point) and you can’t use that piece 
of property for anything else but the solar panels (or feeding goats). 
The benefit of a ground mount system is that the mount is less 
expensive. Like pole mount systems, they can angle the panels 
perfectly to maximize the amount of energy they produce.  
Additionally, the solar panels are static, there are no moving parts, 
the panels do not move with the sun.  They also can place the ground 
mount system where it won’t be encumbered by any shade from 

trees or nearby buildings.  Once we determined where we wanted 
the panels placed, I was emailed a contract. 
 The contract gave the solar company permission to apply 
for the loans and utility company rebates, through our electric 
company .  That meant they applied, not that they committed me 
contractually to any financial plan. It was sort of like being pre-
qualified for a mortgage.  Renovus then came to me and explained 
what the electric company would do for us.  They sent me a contract 
via email that required an electronic signature to accept the loan 
agreements through the electric company.  Once I did that, they also 
sent me a contract via email with an electronic signature giving them 
permission to file for building permits with my town on my behalf, 
and they communicated and handled all the permitting required for 
installing my array.  It was at that time, that they asked me to make a 
$1,200 tax deductible deposit to “pull the trigger” and get on their 
calendar for installation.  So, I gave them my visa card.  From the 
time I applied for the loans, to their breaking ground with the 
construction, was less than six weeks.  It took them five business 
days to install the panels, which actually amounted to 32 hours.  
Once the panels were installed, a week later an electrician came out 
and inspected the system, and a week after that, Renovus came out 
to our home to give us a solar tour of our specific system, and tell us 
how it works, giving us information specific to our actual panels.  
They also showed us how to use our smart phone app to monitor our 
panels. So were there any hiccups?  Yep! Just one.  When they 
installed the underground electric solar line from the array to my 
house, they dug a trench about 120 feet long.  When they did, they 
accidentally hit a drain tile I never knew was there.  So they fixed it 
immediately and finished the job.  You couldn’t get much more of a 
minor issue than that!   They even somehow managed to excavate 
underneath my invisible dog fence.  Anyway, I can’t tell you how 
much I appreciated such an easy process.  My total personal time 
investment came down to three phone calls, two emails, and an on-
sight preliminary meeting.  The engineers were on my farm more 
times than that, but I was only needed for the initial, where-do-we-
want-these-panels-to-go meeting, and the follow up after 
installation.  During the installation process, I did ask my dad to hang 
out at my house while I was at work to answer any questions and let 
the electricians into my house so they would have access to my panel 
box.  My dad was at my home for two days.  I also went through 
about three gallons of  Arizona iced tea and a tray of cookies!  The 
engineers drank the tea, my dad ate the cookies.  Not too shabby an 
added investment in comparison to our 20-year dream coming true.   
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POINTS UPDATE 
By Gael Orr and Vicki Pritchard 
Below are the points submissions for mid-year.   Reminder you can also nominate people for our 
nominated awards. Remember to log all your sidesaddle activities for our end-of-the-year Awards 
Banquet to win prizes! https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/points-program/  Social members 
points do not count; however, we do track them if they are submitted to us. We do this so that in 
case a social member decides to level up to full membership.  These points are up to date as of July 
14, 2022.  If you see a name in purple in the list, they are a youth member. Also, if you have any ques-
tions, be invited to reach out to us directly.  

Member Name 
Chap-
ter  

Virtual 
Show 

Horse 
Show 
Actual 

Writ-
er's 
Reach 

Social 
Butter-
fly 

Exhibi-
tion/ 
Demo 

Clinic 
Care 

Most 
active 
JIC 

Over-
land 
Trail 
Miles 

Special 
Heavy 
Work-
load 

Team 
Prac-
tice 

Street 
Cruis-
ers 

Total 
Overall 
Points  

Aaron Walker  WNY    3 1      2 6 

Adrienne Klicker  NILS 2    7     6 1 16 

Amanda Argen-
bright-Newman HLA   1  2       3 

Amelia Murphy 
(youth) SANE      2      2 

Amy Miller SOLA 2           2 

Analee Daigle 
(youth) SANE      1      1 

Andee Vasse FOW         4   4 

Angela Carter KYSS     1     1 2 4 

Anita Reisnger 
CA_Asi
de   1         1 

Ann Bonneville NEWS 3           3 

Anne Owens KYSS        1    1 

Annabelle Reyn-
olds WNY      1      1 

Audrey Sears WNY 6 0 18 10 5 1 26 0 37 0 3 106 
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Member Name 
Chap-
ter  

Virtual 
Show 

Horse 
Show 
Actual 

Writ-
er's 
Reach 

Social 
Butter-
fly 

Exhi-
bition
/ 
Demo 

Clinic 
Care 

Most 
active 
JIC 

Over-
land 
Trail 
Miles 

Special 
Heavy 
Work-
load 

Team 
Practice 

Stre
et 
Crui
sers 

Total 
Overall 
Points  

Barbara Baum OLA          3  3 

Barabara Dove (not n/a           1 1 

Becky Trasser SOLA 2           2 

Becky Goode HLA     2       2 

Becky Pitcock SOLA    1 2       3 

Bryan McCalister SOLA    13 2 2  1 3 1 3 25 

Bryan Sears  WNY   1  1 2     1 5 

Carla Keene SANE      1      1 

Carly Starkey WNY      1      1 

Charlene Stevens NEWS      1      1 

Cheryl Rings NEWS      1      1 

Chris Gibson WNY    4 1      3 8 

Chris Graham TNSS     1     1 1 3 

Clayton Sears WNY   1         1 

Cuylar West (youth) WNY 1     1     1 3 

Dave McNicholas WNY    3 1      3 7 

Deb Bidlock SOLA     1       1 

Deb McNicholas WNY 4 0 1 6 2 1 0    4 18 

Deb Knudson  SOLA  3 2  1 1      7 

Deb Sears- SANE      1      1 

Delaney Kenney OLA   2 2 7  20   6 1 38 

Delina Rilyn (youth) SANE      1      1 

Diana Kocunik NILS 4 0 1 11 5    7   28 

Diane Jackson Char- SOLA     1     1 1 3 

Elizabeth Juba WNY 3   5 5 1     4 18 

Elyse Brady NEWS      1      1 

Emily Hopkins LSSA   1        1 2 

Emily Smedlund  NILS 2           2 

Erica Craft (social) WNY      1      1 

Erica Parroit GSS    5   6  3   14 

Erin Peterson WISS    5 2   1  1 1 10 

Fabian Rodriguez FOW     1       1 

Frankie Wood-Black SSSO    3     3   6 

Gael Orr WNY 5 0 48 17 9 1 26  42 8 6 162 

Gay Schudlt SOLA   1     3    4 

Haley Atwood SANE      2      2 

Hannah Barker AZA   3       1  4 

Hanna Perkins SOLA          1 1 2 

Heather Lansing NEWS      1      1 

Holly Ray NEOLA 1           1 

Hope Smith WNY      1      1 
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Member Name 
Chap-
ter  

Virtual 
Show 

Horse 
Show 
Actual 

Writ-
er's 
Reach 

Social 
Butter-
fly 

Exhi-
bition
/ 
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Clinic 
Care 

Most 
active 
JIC 

Over-
land 
Trail 
Miles 

Special 
Heavy 
Work-
load 

Team 
Practice 

Stre
et 
Crui
sers 

Total 
Overall 
Points  

Jann Chappelle Fo- KYSS   1         1 

Jeannie Whited GSS   1  1       2 

Jenifer Chupka SOLA 2           2 

Jen Rogers WNY 4  4 7 6 1     4 26 

Jen Tallman (social) WNY    2  1      3 

Judy Vassie WNY    1 1       2 

Julie Basile WNY     2       2 

Julie Cannon KYSS     5     1 1 7 

Julie Murphy OLA     2     1 4 7 

Julie Normand WNY 2           2 

Julie Tyson SOLA     2       2 

Kat Mautz FOW    1     3   4 

Katelynne Stevens NEWS      1      1 

Kathryn Marxen- OLA           1 1 

Katie Ludwig SANE      2      2 

Katie McAllister SOLA    11 2   1  7 3 24 

Kelley McCarty NEWS   2    5  3   10 

Kevy Gostlin SOLA     4   1  1 2 8 

Kim Cornelious KYSS 1           1 

Kim Rumpsa SOLA        1    1 

Kim Wire SOLA    1        1 

Kimberly Ellis NEWS      1      1 

Kristen Burton WISS    3 4       7 

Kristen Wade NEOLA    8 5      1 14 

Lacy Schmalstig NO        1    1 

Laura Lee Couto- SSSO     1     1 1 3 

Laurie Post SOLA     7  9   1 1 18 

Laura Winspear WNY     1       1 

Linda Klein KYSS   1  1     1 2 5 

Lori Volkmar WNY 1   1 4 1      7 

Lisa Sidwell KYSS        1    1 

Maggie Herlensky SOLA 1 2 13 18 19 5 64 1 10 3 4 140 

Maggie Tallman WNY   2 2  1      5 

Marti Friddle SOLA   7      5   12 

Mary Ann Wells KYSS     1     1 1 3 

Megan Titus CA_Asi 2           2 

Melanie Swift SANE      1      1 

Meredith Colacino  NEWS   1      7   8 

Michelle Brady NEWS      1      1 

Mike Orr WNY    6 3 1   3  4 17 

Monica Chapman FOW    1     9   10 
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McAllister Saddlery 

7033 Potts Hill Rd.  

Bainbridge, OH 45612 

 

(740) 649-6498  

Mcallistersaddlery@gmail.com 

Photo submission: Geisha Elsea 

Northwest Aside Group 

Member Name 
Chap-
ter  

Virtual 
Show 

Horse 
Show 
Actual 

Writ-
er's 
Reach 

Social 
Butter-
fly 

Exhi-
bition
/ 
Demo 

Clinic 
Care 

Most 
active 
JIC 

Over-
land 
Trail 
Miles 

Special 
Heavy 
Work-
load 

Team 
Practice 

Stre
et 
Crui
sers 

Total 
Overall 
Points  

Nancy Cecil SANE     2      1 3 

Nancy Murnyak NEOLA    4 3   1  1 1 10 

Naomi Sessions (not KYSS     2     1 1 4 

Rhetta Dotts SOLA    3        3 

Rhonda Watts NEWS 1  1         2 

Robin Lawson SOLA    1        1 

Ruth Riegel PLA   1         1 

Sam Reeves SOLA 1  6  7  12 1 3   30 

Sandy Morrow WNY    2     2  1 5 

Sara French HLA     5       5 

Sarah Pettit NEWS      1      1 

Shelby Kornbau NEOLA    1       1 2 

Stephanie Baker WNY   2 1 1       4 

Sue Duncan TNSS   2  1     1 1 5 

Susana Aroyo (not a n/a    1 2       3 

Sussanna Waters WNY    3        3 

Suzzanna Richard- WNY 2  5 8 1 1   3  4 24 

Teresa Cantrell SOLA     1       1 

Teresa Runions SOLA 2           2 

Terril Sessions KYSS     2     2  4 

Tiffiany Waters WNY    4 1      1 6 

Tina Burrage WNY 1           1 

Tina Louie ASA 1  1  1     1 1 5 

Trenton Konzel WNY     1      3 4 

Tricia Anselem- WNY 2   2  1      5 

Trudi Jenson KYSS     1     1 1 3 

Tyler Gramn TNSS     1     1 1 3 

Vicki Pritchard SOLA   11 12     10   33 

Vicky Nader KYSS        1    1 

Tallys per category  58 5 142 192 163 45 168 15 157 55 86 1084 
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VIRTUAL SHOW UPDATE 
By Gael Orr 

WNY Sidesaddle Chapter hosted a horse show 
called, Let Freedom Ring, which was a virtual 
horseshow judged by Sam Reeves in SOLA. The 
show was both a photo show and riding show in 
English, Western and Aside.  
 
Class 1 : Selfie Class (photo class) 
Jennifer Rogers Winter Kisses - 1st place 
Jennifer Rogers- Merlin’s Sedated  2nd place 
Elizabeth Juba- and Sage  3rd place 
 
Class 2: Red White & Blue (photo class) 
Cuylar West– Ivy and Pumpkin 1st place 
Jennifer Rogers and Merlin - Henrietta, 2nd place 
Gael  Orr friends for 40 years—3rd place (photo 
taken by Jen Rogers) 
 
Class 3: Photo Equitation (photo class) 
Jennifer Rogers and Merlin - The Derby 1st place 
Audrey Sears and Sluggo - English Sidesaddle—
2nd place 
Suzzanna Richardson and Ivy - English—3rd place 
 
Class 4: Sidesaddle Walk/Trot  
Audrey Sears and Sluggo—1st place 
Elizabeth Juba and Bunny—2nd place 
 
Class 5: English Walk/Trot  
Cuylar West and Pumpkin 1st place 
Gael Orr and Rei—2nd place 
Audrey Sears and Sluggo—3rd place 
Jennifer Rogers and Merlin –4th place 
Suzzanna Richardson and Ivy –5th place 
Elizabeth Juba and Pumpkin—6th place 
Debbie McNicholas and Butterscotch –7th place 
Elizabeth Juba and Bunny –8th place 
 
Class 6: Walk/Trot Western  
Audrey Sears and Sluggo—1st place 
 

 
 
Class 7: Walk/Trot/Canter English  
Gael Orr and Sam—1st place 
Cuylar West and Pumpkin –2nd place 
Audrey Sears and SLuggo –3rd place 
Elizabeth Juba and Pumpkin –4th place 
Debbie McNicholas and Butterscotch –5th place 
 
Class 8: Walk/Trot/Canter Western  
Audrey Sears and Sluggo-  1st place 
 
Class 9 : Pattern Walk/Trot 
Audrey Sears and Sluggo –1st place 
Jennifer Rogers and Merlin –2nd place 
Gael Orr and Rei –3rd place 
Elizabeth Juba and Pumpkin –4th place 
Cuylar West and Pumpkin –5th place 
Suzzanna Richardson and Ivy –6th place 
Debbie McNicholas and Bubba –7th place 
 
Class 10: Versatility  
Audrey Sears and Sluggo –1st place 
Jennifer Rogers and Merlin - bridge –2nd place 
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Jen Rogers, Winter Kisses 1st place, Selfie 

40 years of friendship 3rd place, winner Gael 

Orr, photo taken by Jen Rogers 

Jen Rogers, Henrietta Memorial Parade 2nd Place 

Selfie class 2nd place: Jen Rogers 
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BARN QUILTS HISTORY 
By Gael Orr 
 
My friend Ciara and I decided that once a month we would get 
together and work on a craft project, which is how I stumbled across 
the idea of painting barn quilts.  A barn quilt is a piece of 4’x4’ 
pressure treated plywood in which you paint a giant quilt square 
pattern, then hang it on the peak of your barn roof just under the 
eaves. You can make your quilt any size you’d like. I’m even making a 
tiny one for my chicken coop! Anyway, you’ve likely seen barn quilts 
around your area, especially if you live in the Northeast.  As an avid 
quilter over the last 25 years (darn-it I really am that old!),  I thought 
this would be a pretty way to dress up my farm and give it some curb 
appeal.  Nearly all of my outbuildings are a drab gray color, so I 
thought a giant quilt square would really be a nice accent artwork 
piece.  Little did I know however, the significance of barn quilts in 
American history. Just a note for the sake of transparency: historians 
wonder if making barn quilts is just folklore or if barn quilt swapping 
was something that actually happened during the time of slavery in 
America. The documentation is somewhat limited, but what I will 
share is what is known about barn quilt history. 
 Barn quilts were a bit of a trend back in the day, but then 
over time, people used them to help slaves escape.  Slaves used to 
use actual quilts and hang them over clothes lines to send messages 
to their families, but home owners would use wooden barn quilts to 
help direct fugitive slaves along the way.  Barn quilts used to tell 
escaping slaves which homes were part of the underground railroad; 
home owners would swap out their barn quilts which had hidden 
messages. Below are very common quilt patterns that were used. 
Each quilt pattern had a hidden meaning. Here you go:  
 
CARPENTERS WHEEL - Fugitives to follow west to northwest. 
DRUNKARDS PATH - Take a meandering path.   
BEAR PAW - Bear paw in the woods would lead to fresh clothes and 
food.  
LOG CABIN - Aided runaway slave nearby looking for passage to  
Canada.  
FLYING GEESE -- Time to go North.  
MONKEY WRENCH -- Pack up and get ready to leave.  
JACOBS LADDER -- An Underground Railroad symbol.  
SHOO-FLY -- Nickname for Harriet Tubman.   
 
Because barn quilts were part of every day life and existed before 
slavery, slave hunters looking for fugitive slaves did not recognize 
barn quilts as a communication tool and therefore didn't know that 
was what was going on.   
 
 
 
 
 

Carpenter’s Drunkard’s 

Bear Paw Log Cabin 

Flying Geese Jacob’s Ladder 

Gael and Ciara’s finished  barn quilts.  
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN BARN QUILT 
By Gael Orr 
 
Making a barn quilt is actually quite easy and if you have kids, it’s 
definitely a project they can do with you.  First off, you have to 
pick your pattern.  If you jump on Pinterest, you can look through 
literally hundreds of quilt square templates.  Once you find your 
design, be sure to print it out. Your next step is to determine what 
size you wish to make it and where you plan to hang it. If you are 
making a barn quilt for inside your home, then you won’t need 
pressure treated plywood.  You can choose just a scrap piece of 
plywood if you have one hanging around.  For the purpose of this 
article, I’m going to assume you wish to make an outdoor barn 
quilt that is four foot square.   You’ll purchase a sheet of pressure 
treated plywood and you can either rip the plywood in half, or 
have the lumberyard do it for you.  While at the lumberyard, pick 
up a gallon of primer and also white paint. Make sure to use 
outdoor paint.  If your plywood has a lot of dings and dents in it as 
most plywood does, you can either upgrade your plywood to a 
smooth finish pressure treated piece, or you can use wood filler 
for the cracks, or you can do what I did, and just leave it naturally 
pitted.  I think it looks nicer anyway, and you’ll never see the 
nooks and crannies once you hang your quilt 20 feet off of the 
ground.  I did use a little bit of painter’s caulk on one crack that 
was pretty huge.   
 You will prime your barn quilt on both sides and on all of 
the edges.  On the front side of the quilt and the edges, you will 
do a total of three coats of primer and then you will put one coat 
of white paint on both sides and the edges.  I confess, this is the 
absolutely worst part of the project because it’s time consuming 
and you’ll be eager to get your design drawn and start painting.   
 Next, you’ll want to have a print out of your quilt square 
you plan to do for visual reference.  You will then measure out 
and draw your design onto the barn quilt.  There are a few ways 
to do this. One way is to rent/borrow a projector from the local 
library and project the image onto the board and then trace it.  I 
had some good luck with this, but I found it was actually faster 
and just as easy to measure everything out by hand and then 
draw my design myself.  It was actually super easy to do, in spite 
of how intimidating a quilt square looks. Most are laid out in a tic-
tac-toe grid style and then you just end up drawing lots of 
triangles.  Once you have your design drawn out, go back and 
write-in with pencil, each color you will paint in each little section.   
This will help you so you don’t get lost once you start painting.   
 Once your design is drawn out, you will then take Frog 
Tape and tape off your design for each color paint.  I cannot stress 
enough the importance of using the Frog Tape brand and not blue 
masking painter’s tape. Frog Tape won’t let your colors bleed 
under the edge of the tape.  To keep your lines super crisp, start 
with your paint brush on the tape itself and paint inwards. Once 
you paint your line, immediately remove the tape for best results, 
and to keep your tape from being semi-permanently stuck to your 

artwork.   Don’t worry 
about brush strokes, your 
second coat of paint will 
eliminate those.  I like to 
tape off as much as I can of 
one color and paint one 
color at a time.  You can 
paint free hand if you want 
to and not use tape at all. 
Once your design is high off 
the ground, the tiny little 
wiggle marks won’t show.  If 
you are mounting your barn quilt at eye level somewhere, you will 
want crisp edges so that when people walk up to your artwork, it 
looks nice. In which case, you’ll want to use the Frog Tape. 
 For paint colors, I just purchased the primary colors and 
mixed my own colors. But if you prefer to buy each color 
individually, then you can do that, too.  Just make sure all of your 
paints are outdoor paint and that they are all of the same gloss 
style, so they mix well if you decide to do your own color mixing.   
If you do plan to mix colors, make sure you make enough paint for 
multiple coats.  I found that two coats of each color worked 
perfectly.  You may decide you want to put a clear coat of 
Rustoleum spray paint over your design, but if you are using 
outdoor paint, that really isn’t necessary.   
 Some people choose to mount their barn quilt onto a 2x4 
wood frame.  I did not do that.  Why? Because the way my barn is 
constructed, I was able to bolt my quilt directly into the existing 
roof trusses of my building.  I purchased galvanized socket head 
style screws and washers.  I also borrowed a man-lift from a 
contractor friend so that I didn’t have to worry about the dangers 
of trying to climb a 30’ ladder with a huge piece of plywood on my 
back.  I do not recommend you try and mount it that way!  Eeek! -
You’ll likely kill yourself!   You can rent man-lifts when you are 
ready for mounting.  Since this project is one that I shared with 
four of my friends, we all had decided to mount our quilts at the 
same time so that we shared resources in one fell swoop. I hope 
you’ll enjoy your barn quilt for many years to come. 
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BARN QUILTS 
 

Check list of materials needed: 

 

Primer 

White paint 

Pressure treated plywood 

Paint brush 2.5” sized 

Artist paint brushes: variety of sizes pack 

Frog tape and no other brand! 

Yard stick 

4-5 sharp pencils 

Quart size containers of: blue, yellow, red, and black. 

The color guide above will help you mix the colors 

you want.  To make a color lighter or darker, just 

add white paint or black paint, respectively.   

COLOR MIXING GUIDE 

Image is projected onto board to be traced for paint-
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ADVERTISE WITH US!  
 
If you’d like to run an ad in the American Sidesaddle 
Association newsletter, The Phoenix it’s super easy!   
 
 A business card sized ad 3.5”x2” is $20.00 per issue 

or 75.00 per year. 
 
 A quarter page sized ad 4”x 5” is $30.00 per issue or 

$115.00 per year. 
 
 A half page ad sized 8” x 5.25” is $50.00 per issue or 

$195.00 per year 
 
 A full page ad 8”x 10.5” is $75.00 per issue or 

$295.00 per year. 
 
Simply email your artwork or advertising details to: marketing@amsidesaddle.com and your 
payment may be made via PayPal to Monica Chapman our treasurer at 
amsidesaddletreasurer@gmail.com.   

 

2022 NEW POINTS FORM 
 
The new points form is ready for you to fill 
out for your activities this year.  In the past, 
we have always had a paper form, but now 
we also offer the opportunity for to fill out 
our points form online!  What counts for 
points? Almost anything sidesaddle related 
that your chapter or ASA is hosting.   
 
For points related questions, be invited to 
reach out to Vicki Pritchard at 
librarian@amsidesaddle.com  
 
To fill out our points form online, or to 
nominate someone for a special award, click 
here: https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/points-program/ 
 
 


