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BY GAEL ORR 

This month the Phoenix newsletter is dedicated to all of you western riders out 
there! Whether you ride astride or aside, this issue is for you!  I have to 
confess, I have spent most of my life riding English, with the exception of horse 
camping where you’ll mostly see me tacked up in an Aussie saddle.  But I can 
say, I rarely miss our local annual, Attica Rodeo.  I marvel at the 
amazing athletes who race around barrels sitting on top of 1200 
pounds of supercharged hell-fire quarter horses- that take off like a 
shot gun into the arena. I marvel at how those horses do flying lead 
changes approaching barrels at breakneck speeds.  I envy the women 
who can sort and cut calves out of a pack and race them down into 
pens in seconds. How on earth did they get so fast at doing that, and 
where do I sign up to try it?!  I’ve seen women who’ve race across 
competitive trail and endurance race finish lines, haul-ass through 
pole bending and other western gaming. I’ve enjoyed trick riders, 
reiners and ropers, and who doesn’t love to watch an amazing cow 
horse in action?! All of this to say, I have total respect for the 
athleticism and training it takes for these cowgirls to make all of that 
happen.  Cowgirls are amazing, I love you all, and all of us at ASA tip 
our cowgirl hats in your honor! To all of our sidesaddle western riders 
out there, this issue is dedicated to you! 
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From the President’s Desk 

Maggie Herlensky 
 
Happy spring, everyone! I hope you enjoy this edition of 
the Phoenix. It is dedicated to our western riders. When 
most people think about sidesaddle, they picture ladies in black habits chasing foxes. 
Sidesaddle is so much more! We’ll cover saddle seat and other disciplines in future 
issues, but this one is about the beautiful ladies and horses who participate in the 
western sports. I’ve done western pleasure and horsemanship in the past. Some of 
you may be surprised, but I think my favorite part is the sparkly show clothes.  I also 
appreciate a horse and rider that just get the job done, whether it is a ranch work, 
cattle, or barrel racing.  
 In March, I traveled to Hamburg, New York, and got to help with a booth 
and demos for ASA with our Western New York chapter. We had three riders in our 
demo and also in the Parade of Breeds each day. We met some great people and 
several of us made a side trip to see Niagara Falls under the lights. Audrey looked 
fantastic as she and Sluggo practiced their reining. 
The first weekend of April I traveled to Cloverdale, Indiana, and had 3 demos per day 
for three days with Hoosier Ladies Aside! I had volunteer students for the three 
mounted clinics. None of them had ever ridden aside and their horses had never 
been ridden aside. All three did great! And we are planning a clinic in August. Watch 
the website for details. Many thanks to those who traveled from out of state to help 
HLA with the booth. 
 The following weekend, I was in Columbus, Ohio, for Equine Affaire. We 
were so busy in the booth! I am so thankful for our members who stepped up to help 
out. We had two well-attended demos: one mounted lesson with three riders 
(including a reiner!), and a saddle fitting demonstration with Laurie Post’s mare, 
Selah. Selah stood perfectly still until I started talking, of course. We had hundreds of 
people trying out our demo saddle. 
I got to go to an Arabian show in Wilmington, Ohio, to work with a lady who needed 
to borrow a saddle until her Crest Ridge is done. She was very open to learning about 
the importance of saddle fit to horse and rider and went on to win her class! She 
wants to organize a clinic specifically for the Arabian sidesaddle riders, since most of 
them only ever do the one sidesaddle class and don’t really know much about the 
discipline. 
 By the time you read this, I will have attended the Midwest Horse Fair in 

Madison, Wisconsin; the Land Rover Kentucky Three 
Day Event; and the Kentucky Derby Festival Parade. I’ll 
try to get you a good report on those events.  
Oh! Don’t forget to listen to our podcast! There is a link 
on the website for the last episode. The next one 
comes out on May 3rd. We have some really exciting 
guests! 
 It will be time for elections at the annual banquet and business meeting at the end 
of May. If you would like to serve as President, Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer, please 
message me and I’ll be sure you are on the ballot. We are also happy to have volunteers to 
donate time and talent. If there is something you’d like to help with, let us know! 
Enjoy this issue of the Phoenix. I hope to see all of you all at the banquet! 
Semper Obliquo, 

Maggie 



FACEBOOK & MEMBERSHIP 

By Gael Orr 
 
Have you found you are no longer enjoying the ASA 
Members-only Facebook group? You may have been 
removed. Recently we removed everyone who hasn’t yet 
renewed either their full or social memberships.  If you 
think this may have happened to you accidentally, please 
email us right away and let us know so we can rectify it.  
Please double check your status here: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/asamembersonly  
 
If you are waiting to renew membership until next year, 
you may join our Facebook Page, which is open to the 
public: https://www.facebook.com/
AmericanSidesaddleAssociation  
 
To renew your ASA Membership, just visit our website 
and click the Join Us link.   
      

Exciting news ladies!  We have the American 
Sidesaddle Association’s club pins ready to order!  
These pins are super cute and quite colorful, and 
let’s face it, they help support a great cause, our 
Association!  If you’d like one, we are ready to 
distribute them to members.   It’s simple to get one 
really, just send us $15.00 to defray the cost of the 
pin, packaging, and mailing.  Please send us your 
donation via PayPal to: 
Amsidesaddletreasurer@gmail.com. Remember to 
write the comment "club pin" in the comments 
section when you send your $15.00.    

CLUB PINS– WEAR THEM PROUDLY! 

By Vicki Pritchard 
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This 1995 book by Charlene 
Strickland, equestrian journalist, is 
a complete guide to western 
riding, from trail to rodeo.  Roping, 
reining, gymkhana, barrel, pole, 
and much more are covered.  
While sidesaddle is not a topic in 
the book, the reader can see that 
the sidesaddle rider can participate 
in many of the events covered.   
The 2012 book by ASA member, 
Rhonda Watts-Hettinger, is the 
perfect companion for the western 
sidesaddle rider.  Rhonda offers 
the reader the basics for obtaining 
the proper saddle and getting 
started in some of the top western 
equine sports. 

ASA western riders are encouraged 
to read these books to gain further 
understanding and inspiration.  
Sidesaddle riders are not as active 
in western sports and events as 
they could be.  Western rodeo 
events that require quick dismount 
may not be safe for the western 
rider, but there are many other 
areas for sidesaddle participation.   

The 2012 book by ASA member, Rhonda Watts-

Hettinger, is the perfect companion for the 

western sidesaddle rider.   

BOOK REPORT FROM THE ASA LIBRARY  

By Vicki Pritchard 

ENDURANCE 

 

This 1989 book by Lewis Hollander and 

Patricia Ingram, provides the reader with 

all the basics and the inspiration for 

distance endurance riding.  Combine this 

with the 2012 book by Rhonda Watts-

Hettinger, “The Western Sidesaddle, 2nd edition (which has a chapter on 

distance riding aside) and the reader will be educated and inspired in the 

basics of this solitary sport that relies on what may be the ultimate test 

of horsemanship.  

The Western Sidesaddle 2nd 

Edition, by Rhonda C Watts 

Western Riding, By Charlene 

Strickland 

Endurance Riding by Lewis Hollander 

and Patricia Ingram 



  

Interview with Western Aside 

Rider: Gay Schuldt 

I’m a member of the North Carolina/Southern Ohio 
affiliate group (NC/SOLA).  SOLA absorbed our club 
when we went inactive.  We just couldn’t find 
anyone to keep us pulled together.  I miss the old 
NC club.  When I think of my style of riding, I go back 
for a few years to English hunt seat. Actually, I 
taught hunt seat for 20 years or so and was the 
Director of the Keystone Riding Center in Brevard, 
NC.    I rode Thoroughbreds and many schooling 
horses.  I have loved them all.   
 
I became interested in sidesaddle riding in 2017 
when I began to have problems with my hip.  I had 
by then moved to the mountains of NC and I 
thought of this style of riding.  I knew about Sue 
Duncan in Eastern Tennessee, who was an ASA-

certified sidesaddle instructor, so I contacted her for 
help.  She was wonderful.  She suggested I come to 
Kentucky for an event at the KY Horse Park, where 
she would be showing aside.  I did that very thing 
and Sue put me up on her walking horse in her 
saddle and gave me my lesson in one of the Park 
show rings.  I didn’t need much help at all, as I was 
already an experienced rider, and Sue pronounced 
that I was well-balanced in the seat and good to go.    
 
Later on, I went to a weekend clinic in East 
Tennessee, held by Maggie Herlensky.  It was one of 
the best clinics I had ever attended and I really 
learned a lot and became very enthused about this 
style of riding.   It was in a good location and was 
very relaxed and we all got a lot of individual 
attention.  Maggie even helped me with the choice 
of my own western sidesaddle.   

 
My current horse is Lady, a big grey walking horse 
with the fastest smoothest gait I could ever imagine.  
I can drink a glass of water and never spill a drop 
while we speed along.  She is not a particularly 
lovable horse, but she is always ready to work and is 
always willing to go up and down steep trails.   
 
Nowadays, I am an active member of the Back 
Country Horsemen of America, originally formed for 
packing into the mountains of the West.  There are 
now chapters all over the country, dedicated to 
keeping riding trails open in the National Forests.  I 
regularly ride into the Pisgah National Forest with 
my group.  Often we have to ‘sawyers pack’ into the 
trails to bring in chain saws to clear the way.   It’s 
usually at least a 15 mile ride whenever we go out, 
and I ride exclusively aside.  I wonder, are any of the 
ASA western state members associated with the 
Back Country Horsemen of America?   
I feel like an ‘Ambassador’ for aside riding and I 
enjoy speaking to people I meet.  Everyone notices 
us and they like to hear about my style of riding.  A 
fun fact about me is that I am 83 years young and 
still keeping the trails open.   

“A fun fact about me is that 

I am 83 years young and 

still keeping the trails 

open.”   

Gay loves that being able to ride aside has extended her 

ability to continue riding comfortably.  Her average trail 

ride is 10-15 miles!   



2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

Spring 
May 1,  Kentucky Derby Pegasus Parade, Louisville KY, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
May 14, West Virginia Strawberry Festival, Buckhannon WV, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
May 21, Sidesaddle Clinic, Conesus NY, contact Gael Orr 
May 22, Sidesaddle Clinic, Schenectady NY, contact Kelley McCarty 
May 28, Annual Banquet, Caledonia, NY, contact Gael Orr 

 
Summer 

June 3-5, North Dakota Horse Expo, Minot ND, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
June 7-11, Germantown Charity Horse Show, Memphis TN, contact Laura Shifflette Lawson 
July 15-17, Breyerfest, Lexington KY, contact Samantha Reeves 
August 20, Sidesaddle Clinic, Contact Carrie Hedges, WNY Chapter 
August 27, Sidesaddle Clinic, Cincinnati, Ohio 
 

Autumn 
September 11, All Horse Parade, Delaware OH, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
October 16, Fall Festival of Leaves Parade, Bainbridge OH, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
November 10-13, Equine Affaire, West Springfield MA, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
November 19, Remembrance Day Parade, Gettysburg PA, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky or Holly Ray 
November 25, Dayton Children's Parade, Dayton OH, contact Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
 
All events may be viewed in greater detail here: https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/clinic-
calendar/  

Photo Credit: Ciara  Costley, WNY Sidesaddle Chapter– Cob horse named Samson– picture submitted and won 2nd place for 

Forbidden Love category.  
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ASA Annual Banquet 
  

It’s that time of year again! Time to register for the Annual 
Awards Banquet.  Our event this year is co-hosted by WNY 
Sidesaddle and Garden State Sidesaddle Chapters!  
 
Event Timing: Memorial Day Weekend, May 28-29, 2022 
 
Banquet: Sunday morning brunch, May 29, 2022 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 
p.m. at the Genesee Country Village & Museum (GCV)- the 
largest living history museum in New York State!   
 
Dress code: We recommend comfortable shoes, but be invited to 
wear your old-fashioned/period attire if you’d like, you’ll fit right 
in! 
 
Registration closes by: May 18th, 2022 To register click here: 
https://americansidesaddleassociation.com/2022-awards-
banquet/ 
 
About the Venue: The Genesee Country Villiage Museum offers opportunities to see, smell, taste, touch, 
explore, and experience our 68 historic buildings; more than 20,000 artifacts; wildlife paintings, drawings 
and sculpture spanning centuries; the living collections in our gardens, on our working farm and at our 
Nature Center; and the gorgeous landscape that first brought settlers to this region.  Learn more 
here: https://www.gcv.org.   The weekend we are having our banquet is also the GCV’s antique fair which 
includes 35+ dealers and thousands of antiques! Dealers from across New York State State will present an 
array of 18th- and 19th-century unique antiques and primitives, as well as early- to mid-20th century fine 
vintage items. 
 
Agenda for the weekend 
Friday- 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. Letchworth State Park Sunset Visit  Letchworth State Park-Grand Canyon of 
the East Letchworth State Park, renowned as the “Grand Canyon of the East,” is one of the most 
scenically magnificent areas in the eastern U.S. The Genesee River roars through the gorge over three 
major waterfalls between cliffs–as high as 600 feet in some places–surrounded by lush forests. https://
parks.ny.gov/parks/letchworth 
 
Saturday 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.- Genesee Country Museum Antique Fair ($15.00). 
 
Saturday Evening 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Eagle Crest Winery business meeting and also wine tasting ($20.00 
includes pizza dinner). 
 
Sunday 10:00-4:00 p.m. Genesee Country Museum Brunch and Banquet ($38.00). 
 
Sunday evening or Monday morning-travel home or go and visit Niagara Falls!  
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Texas Tears and Texas Sunshine 

Voices of Frontier Women 

Edited By Jo Ella and Powell Exley 
Submitted By Emily Hopkins, Lonestar Side Saddle Assoc 
 
 I found this interesting. It's part of the memoirs of Mary Crownover 
Rabb, who moved to Texas in 1823. She was 18 years old when she and her 
husband left Arkansas for Texas. I thought it might be an interesting 
addition to the newsletter. I came across her story in the book "Texas tears 
and Texas sunshine". Rather than type out the whole chapter on Mary Rabb, 
I've copied these paragraphs in which she relayed details about their moving 
horseback. I know the grammar is poor, this is how it was written.   
 
  Now my children and grandchildren, I'm going to tell you 
something about the way your pa and me had to do to get land for you. As I 
told you, every family had a few cattle. Your pa had about 16 or 18 head of 
small cattle being only two grown cows with them and two or three 
tolerable large ones that would make oxen. We also had six head of horses 
which was all we had without any other means whatever. 
 One of those horses was a large iron gray. He was very tall. His 
name was Tormentor, and that horse and I rode to Texas. Your Pa got me a 
Mexican side saddle that is made in this way in order to carry a pack. On 
those Mexican side saddles there has to be a sack full of something to throw 
across the seat of those saddles or else fold up quilts and blankets enough 
to fill the saddle up level with the lower part of the horns. In this way we was able to carry a pretty good pack on 
Tormenter besides myself and the little one. Well, we was mounted and set out for Texas. I do not remember any more 
that took place until we got to the Colorado River. We come to it where LaGrange now is, but there was no house there 
then nor nothing but a wilderness, not even a tree cut down to mark that place. We met two gentlemen at the river. It 
was fordable, but it looked full and to run swift. Those men said there was no danger. Your pa took the babe and road to 
the left. One of those men rode to my right, and your pa told me to take my riding switch in my teeth, and said he, "Your 
head will not swim". While your Pa and those men had to hold their feet up out of the water to keep them from getting 
wet, I was riding Tormentor and the water did not come near me. Well, we got safe over the Colorado on the south side. 
There we met with your grandma Rabb and your uncle Ulysses who had come to Texas in 1822. We got there about the 
15th of December, 1823. 
 The men cleared about 6 acres and come to the house one Saturday evening leaving their axes and malls and iron 
wedges expecting to return to their work on Monday morning. But as they made a good many rails, the Indians thought it 
would be a good way to make a pen out of those rails and catch our horses. When Mr Rabb and Mr Ingram went to their 
work, they found their axes was gone and a pen made, and our horses were also gone. All the horses we had but 
Tormentor was gone, and he would have been gone, but Mr Rabb put a chain around his neck every night and locked him 
to the house with a padlock. 
 After the Indians stole our horses, your pa said he would not stay at that place. Your grandpa was sorry for that 
and did not want your pa to move away from that place. He wanted to keep his children all together, but your pa told your 
grandma the Indians was too bad. Then your grandpa wanted to give your pa a pony, but your pa did not want to take it. 
Your grandpa led the pony up to the door. My babe was sitting in the door, and he put the bridle in his hand and said he 
gave the pony to the babe. The pony's name was Nickety Poly. Your pa rode Nickety Poly and went off to hunt a place for 
us to move where the Indians would not be so bad. Your Pa went over to the Brazos about 15 miles below Richmond, 
Texas.  He was gone about 10 days. I was left alone with my little babe, and I thought that 10 days and nights was so long. I 
could hear the Indians walking around the house many times of nights. I had to take a padlock and chain and fasten 
Tormentor to the house. I thought the Indians was trying to get the horse from the house. Sometimes I thought they 
would cut his head off just because they could not get him. Now lonely as I was, after rising early in the morning and 
attending to making cornmeal for the day, I kept my new spinning wheel whistling all day and a good part of the night, 
for a while the wheel was roaring it would keep me from hearing the Indians walking around hunting mischief. 
  



Continued... 

 
Now your Pa comes home. He thanks God that we was protected, and he said he thought the savage Indians had 
been stayed in answer to his prayers, although he was not religious. Then your uncle John Crownover come 
home with your pa and brought a horse with him to pack our goods on. We made quick haste and got ready to 
pack up and start. We put all our raiment and things on the old horse that your pa and uncle had led up for that 
purpose. The old horse's name was Flucus. After the most delicate part of the pack was put on first, then our 
provision, then our little kettle which was hardly large enough to cook a boiled dinner for three persons, then the 
skillet and lid was put on, then my spinning wheel was put on top, all but the bench. We had a small yoke of oxen 
which had a small yoke or necking stick on, and the spinning wheel bench was tied to that. We had our few little 
cattle and our sow and pigs all put together, me on Tormentor, your pa on Nickety Poly, and your uncle John on his 
horse. He called him Shurk. We set out unmolested although the Indians in the woods was looking at us start. That 
day we got to Cummins Creek and camped for the night. There your pa killed a large duck. It made part of our 
breakfast next morning. We packed up, putting everything on old Flucus in the same manner we did the morning 
before. 
 We drove on very peaceably until some of the cattle trod on one of the pigs and broke off its hoof and 
made it so lame that it could not travel. We thought it would not do to leave the pig, so your pa caught it and tied it 
to the top of old Flucus's pack close under the spinning wheel rim. We went on, but the pig got tired and 
commenced to squeal and scramble to get down, and old Flucus got scared and run off and made a complete 
stampede and kept pitching and kicking until he got everything off. The pig did not fare well and the dinner pot 
broke all in bits. Then we had to pick up the balance of the furniture the best we could and lash them on old Flucus 
again and set out. We got to my parent's place about 4 or 5 days after we left the LaGrange area. I found my father 
and mother well and well pleased there. We had plenty of cornbread and bear meat and venison and honey and 
milk and butter. We stayed there a few weeks. We had no neighbors nearer than 8 miles, and the mosquitoes was 
so bad, it was almost impossible to do any work like sewing and churning unless we were in a mosquito bar. The 
flies was eating the cattle and horses up, and so we concluded we would leave there and go higher up the Brazos 
River. As the flies and mosquitoes was so bad, we knew we would have to travel all together in the night. We had 
everything packed up ready to start about half an hour before sunset and made a start, but the flies was still so bad, 
the horses cut up so, your pa had to run to me and get me off my horse, and then he ran to your grandma and your 
aunt Lissa and got them down. We went in the camp and stayed until sundown and then made another start and 
got a few steps. We had everything packed on Nickety Poly, the spinning wheel rim on top and two chickens tied to 
the wheel and the spinning wheel bench tied to the oxen as before.  
 We thought we could go, but we had three pups, and your paw began to think they was too young to travel 
through the high grass in the prairie. The pups was all one age, but one of them was larger than the other two. I told 
your Paul to get down off his horse and go back in the camp and get a pair of old leather leggings that was left and 
tie each one of them at the bottom and put the two little pups in the leggings and tie them on Nickety Poly behind 
his pack under the spinning wheel. Your Pa said the big pup could walk. Everything was arranged, and we made a 
start in the twilight. We traveled on some distance without any trouble, but at last the big pup got tired of traveling 
in the high grass, and it would keep running under my horse's feet. At last Tormenter trod on it, and it scared him, 
and he reared straight up. I thought the horse was going to fall backward on me and the child, but he careened on 
his hind feet and come down, and his four feet brushed your grandma's lap as she had just got along by the side of 
me while Tormentor was standing on his hind feet. 
 We went on by moonlight without any trouble, but then the two pups got tired of being confined in the 
leather leggings thrown across the pony's back, and they begin to crabble and crack to get down. Nickety Poly 
thought he could not stand such crackling as that, and he run off and commence to pitch and jump until the leggings 
broke apart, and one pup fell on one side and the other on the other side. Nickety Poly run off, and it was sometime 
before we could find him. I do not think we would have got him until daylight, but we had two chickens tied to the 
top of the pack, a hen and a rooster, and as it began to get the time of night for chickens to crow, our little rooster 
had crabbled up on the wheel and gave a big crow, and then we found Nickety Poly all right. He was eating grass 
and had all our goods: bedding and provisions and spinning wheel and chickens. Then we was ready for another 
start. We traveled nearly all night. We stopped about 6 miles below San Felipe, and there your Pa commenced to 
build a frame house. 



 



Horses in the Morning 

By Maggie Herlensky 

Listen to the first podcast by clicking on this link:  

https://www.horseradionetwork.com/2022/04/05/sidesaddle-getting-
started-aside-for-april-5-2022-by-american-sidesaddle-association/  

Something new! American Sidesaddle Association has been asked to 
host an episode of the daily podcast, Horses In The Morning. Our 
episode will be on the first Tuesday of the month for the next six 
months, starting in March. If you’ve never listened, go 
to www.horseradionetwork.com. You can listen every weekday 
morning live from the website or recorded on your favorite podcast 
player. If you have Alexa, just tell her to “play the podcast Horses In 
The Morning”. 

  
Horses In The Morning, or HITM as regular listeners call it, is produced by Horse Radio Network. HRN is the 
leading podcast network for horse lovers worldwide.  With many equine podcasts to choose from you are 
sure to find something you will love!  Entertaining, fun and you can listen when and where you want.  Listen 
on the HRN PHONE APP, it is free and easy to use! 
  
HORSES IN THE MORNING is the only live morning show with an equine theme and is the most popular 
podcast in the horse world. It’s a light, lively, entertaining daily look at the horse world and the people in it. 
The show includes entertaining conversation, out of the ordinary guests, numerous regular horse related 
segments, listener call in, contests, giveaways and so much more. 
  
We need sponsors. If you would like to help sponsor the show, contact Maggie Herlensky. We have a couple 
of options for business sponsors from fully sponsoring an episode to sponsoring an ad during the show. Both 
options include ad space in the Phoenix magazine. Individuals can help by donating as much or as little as 
you like. We will give you a shoutout on the show and a thank you in the magazine. As a reminder, we are a 
501c3 non-profit, so all donations are tax-deductible. 
  
We need guests! Who would you like to hear on the radio? We’d like to interview interesting people about 
their sidesaddle experiences. 
 
About Horses in the Morning 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/horses-in-the-morning/id399998714    
The world's leading daily morning podcast for the horse world with listeners in over 90 countries. A light, 
lively, entertaining look at the horse world and the people in it. The show includes entertaining conversation, 
out of the ordinary guests, numerous regular horse related segments, training tips, health segments, listener 
call ins, contests, giveaways and so much more.  
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Protecting yourself against 

bug bites and poisonous plants  
 
 
Use Environmental Protection Agency-registered insect 
repellent with one of the active ingredients below. When used 
as directed, EPA-registered insect repellents are proven safe 
and effective, even for pregnant and breastfeeding women. 

 DEET 

 Picaridin (known as KBR 3023 and icaridin outside the US) 

 IR3535 

 Oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE) 

 Para-menthane-diol (PMD) 

 2-undecanone 
  
Tips for babies and children 

 Adult applying insect repellent to a child’s face. Dress 
your child in clothing that covers arms and legs. 

 Cover strollers and baby carriers with mosquito netting. 

 When using insect repellent on your child: 
 

 Always follow label instructions. 

 Do not use products containing oil of lemon eucalyptus 
(OLE) or para-menthane-diol (PMD) on children under 

three-years-old. 

 Do not apply insect repellent to a child’s hands, eyes, 
mouth, cuts, or irritated skin. 

 Adults: Spray insect repellent onto your hands and then 
apply to a child’s face. 

 
Learn more about protecting yourself and your family from 
mosquito bites and what steps to take to control mosquitoes 
indoors and outdoors on the CDC website. 
 
Preventing Tick Bites 
Tick exposure can occur year-round, but ticks are most active 
during warmer months (April-September). Know which ticks 
are most common in your area. Learn more about preventing 
tick bites on the CDC website. 
 
Poisonous Plants 
The old saying “Leaves of three, Let it be!” is a helpful 
reminder for identifying poison ivy and oak, but not poison 
sumac which usually has clusters of 7-13 leaves. Being able to 
identify local varieties of these poisonous plants throughout 
the seasons and differentiating them from common 
nonpoisonous look-a-likes are the major keys to avoiding 
exposure. 

Horse hair birds nest found in Diana 

Kucunik’s  horse pasture. 

YOUTUBE 

BY GAEL ORR 
Hey Everyone!  I hope you have been enjoying our videos 
on YouTube.  Recently, Audrey Sears, Suzzanna Richardson 
and I have been laying down a lot of video footage for 
content.  If you haven’t already done so, please go 
subscribe to our channel:  https://www.youtube.com/c/
AmericanSidesaddleAssociation.  Please also be invited to 
submit your own video content for consideration.  We 
would love to hear from you!  If you have items that you 
think would educate the public on riding aside, we would 
love to include it! Be sure to introduce yourself and your 
chapter in the beginning.  Audrey is able to do some film 
editing if required.  We don’t expect you to be an expert 
either.  Talk about what you know.  Tell us the best way to 
decorate your horse for a parade, what to wear at a horse 
show, be creative, we want to hear from you!  

https://www.youtube.com/c/AmericanSidesaddleAssociation
https://www.youtube.com/c/AmericanSidesaddleAssociation


Interview with instructor Kelley McCarty 
North East Women's Aside (NEWS) 
 

What got you interested in sidesaddle riding? I originally got into sidesaddle riding because I 
was in a place in my life that I wanted to 
overcome some off my fears. I did the 
things I wanted to, not caring what others 
thought about me. I saw a clinic for a 
sidesaddle event and thought it looked 
interesting. I was scared of riding with 
both of my legs on one side because when 
I was a teenager I I had an accident.  While 
I was fixing my stirrup, the horse I was on 
took off and after a couple of bucks my leg 
went over his neck! Luckily, my horse 
responded when I said whoa and stopped. 
Unfortunately, I broke my arm. Many 
years later, I decided maybe it wasn't so 
bad if I rode in a saddle specifically designed to ride sideways. I registered for the clinic and 
hyperventilated through my first attempt. I was in an English sidesaddle so the clinician told me to try 
the western sidesaddle. And that's the moment when I fell in love with aside.  
 
Tell us about your favorite horse or horses—My favorite horses are mine. I'm biased I know. I have a 
lovely American curly horse who is only six. She's just gotten started under saddle, but looks fantastic in 
my western sidesaddle. I also have a Percheron quarter horse cross who rides western sidesaddle 
beautifully. It’s where he excels really.  
 
Who was the horse or person who taught you the most? Maggie Herlensky the President of the 
American Sidesaddle Association has taught me the most about sidesaddle. I  also have many other 
wonderful trainers that have taught me to be the horsewomen that I am today. Those include Sally 
Bauder, Sally Swift, Francios LaMaire de Ruffieu, Lucile Bump, Jacqueline Brooks and so many more.  
 
What is your teaching philosophy and what sets you apart? I teach and am certified in Centered Riding. 
I focus on teaching safety, balance, body awareness, and being a senior partner for your horse.  
 
Tell us a fun fact about yourself (examples could be, a favorite movie/TV show, a hobby or interest, 
music genre, etc.) I have been riding since I was five years old. No matter what I do in life, I always come 
return to my love of horses.  
 
What kind of sidesaddle do you ride in or have you always wanted to own? I own a western 
Crestridge. My dream saddle (Maggie will never sell) is her Steele.  
 
If someone wanted to reach you for riding lessons, how should they contact you? Texting is the best 
way to reach me or via Facebook messenger. I teach all riding disciplines. I love learning new things, and 
am always working towards expanding my knowledge.  
 

 

Above photo Kelley teaches at Equine Affaire, MA in November 2021. 



WESTERN ASIDE 

By Gael Orr 

 
This edition of the Phoenix is dedicated to western 
sidesaddle riding.  I had to do a little soul searching asking 
myself, “Why did I predominately choose English over 
western riding?” If that wasn’t enough, I posed the 
question to a group of our Judge-Instructor-Clinicians (JIC) 
to find out why they chose the style of riding they prefer.  I 
was given a variety of answers, many that echoed my own 
reasons.  Here are some of the reasons western aside was 
chosen (and I’m paraphrasing their responses):  
 I like the way I feel in it, the saddle is comfortable.  

Kelley McCarty 
 I prefer my Steele or Crest Ridge Crossover for 

comfort, I like the deep bowl of the seat. Maggie 
Herlensky 

 I loved my instructor and they taught western. I also 
had a horse that enjoyed barrel racing and pole 
bending, and at the same time was a 4th level 
dressage horse! Rhonda Watts Hettinger 

 I enjoyed western activities: reining, barrel racing, and 
team penning. Dr. Holly Ray 

 I trail ride in mine and feel safe and comfy. Kristy Lytle 
 
I also asked one of my best friends who has ridden 
western since she was a young girl, Deb McNicholas.  
What I wasn’t expecting is that the conversation became 
dynamic; and something akin to picking  a favorite truck 
between rivals of Ford versus Chevy!  (Ironically enough, 
when it comes to our tow vehicles she drives a Ford and I 
drive a Chevy.) But that is one of my favorite things about 
our friendship, we agree on darned little (except for horse 
management) but still manage to absolutely adore each 
other.  Our conversation became enthusiastic about leg 
contact, rein contact, and sports we each have competed 
in.   
 Where I landed with these interviews is, mostly 
why someone chooses one style of riding over another, it 
comes down to who taught them to ride and the 
instructors influence, the sports they play with their horse, 
their comfort level in the tack, and the contact they want 
with their horse.  But what fun is that to end this story 
here?  Let me share some of Debbie’s highlights on why 
she loves western riding so much. (And yes, she rides 
English too!) 

 
Debbie shared with me, 
she loves the casual nature 
of western riding. She 
primarily rides trails and 
horse camps (something 
we both often do together) 
but has also been known 
to kick-butt at a number of 
endurance races too! She 
shared that she enjoys the 
comfort of the saddle, the 
seat security and deep 
cantle a western saddle 
provides.  She likes the 
light rein contact for her 
horse and the ability to let 
her horse graze during 
races if needed.  She likes 
that she can wear her 
casual cowgirl boots or 
much more often her Ariat 
terrain waterproof boots– 
good for hiking in the Adirondacks as well as riding.  
 Over the years I’ve seen Debbie switch out her 
saddles from lightweight Wintec western saddles, to super 
heavy working saddles and roping saddles.  I even have 
known her to ride in an Aussie saddle on rare occasions 
(but a common 
thing for me when I 
camp).  Today, her 
most treasured 
saddle is a western 
endurance saddle 
without the saddle 
horn, but a dressage 
seat.  Because her 
endurance races 
and trail riding takes 
her over the occasional log jump, she got her custom  
Synergist Endurance Saddle, without the horn.  
 Debbie has just gotten started riding sidesaddle, 
her first ride was in a demonstration this winter at 
Equifest in Buffalo.  She represented all the cowgirls well– 
you’d all be proud of her! And of course, she tacked up 
western!  
 

Debbie McNicholas– WNY 
Sidesaddle Chapter taking her 
first ride aside– Western! 

Gael’s Horse Sam, left. Deb’s horse 
Thunder, right. 



FATHER OF THE TEXAS PANHANDLE 

By Gael Orr 
 

Charles Goodnight was born March 3, 1836.  He was an American Rancher from 
Texas.  Inducted into the Hall of Great Westerners and the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum, we was considered one of the best known and 
successful ranchers of his time.  He also became the oldest cowboy in the history of 
the American West! He was a well known Texas Ranger and eventually joined the 
Confederate States Army during the Civil War.  Goodnight is known for inventing 
the chuckwagon (the official vehicle of Texas) which came in handy after he 
became involved in the state-wide roundup of Texas longhorn cattle that had been 
wandering freely for a several  years during wartime.  On July 26, 1870 Charles was 
married to Mary Ann (nicknamed Molly) Dyer.  Molly established the Goodnight 
Academy which provided education to many ranchers’ children.  In 1991, Mollie 
Goodnight was inducted into the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame. 
 
You can visit the Goodnight Ranch today.  It’s located 40 miles East of Amarillo. The 
ranch has been restored to be closely replicated  to the time period of the 
Goonights. The Armstrong County Museum still has descendants of Goodnight’s 
original bison  herd that you can see too!  To make a donation or visit the 
Goodnight Ranch, you can get more information here:  
https://www.armstrongcountymuseum.net/   
  

 

1839- Molly Dyer 
Goodnight, born in 1839, 
also led an exciting life. 
Her husband, Charles 
Goodnight (shown above) 
was an early pioneer 
cattleman near Pueblo, 
Colorado, and later in the 
Palo Duro in Texas. In 
1870, he commissioned 
for his new bride, a new 
type of sidesaddle, built 
to his specifications, and 
constructed locally in 
Pueblo. A variety of 
makers soon adopted the 
design for what came to 
be known as the 
Goodnight Saddle. Based 
on a working ranch 
saddle of the time with 
western bars, it had a 
more forgiving fit than 
any sidesaddle in use at 
the time because it could 
be used on almost any 
horse on the ranch.  

https://www.armstrongcountymuseum.net/




March 19-20, 2022 Maggie Herlensky came out to 
WNY Chapter and held a demonstration at the Erie 
County Fair Grounds near Buffalo, NY.  Maggie held 
demonstrations in the amphitheater with a few of 
our members riding in various styles.  Jen Rogers 
dressed in traditional English hunt attire, Liz 
Morrow dressed in saddle seat style, Audrey Sears 
dressed in Western attire, and Deb McNicholas 
dressed like we all do when we head out to a nice 
riding lesson.  Maggie gave workshops on saddle 
fitting in a round pen, sidesaddle history and attire, 
classroom style, and the riding demonstration with 
our ladies.  In addition, we picked up a few new 
members to our chapter at the event.  Lori 
Volkmar and Gael Orr sold items and jewelry as a 
fundraiser for the chapter.  Julie Basile provided 

lovely sidesaddle attire for 
demonstration in the booth 
too.  Also part of our chapter 
membership in attendance at 
the event was Stephanie 
Baker, Judy Vassie, and Mike 
Orr.  Lori’s husband Eric 
Volkmar was also a big help 
and manned our 
booth with Mike 
Orr for most of 
Saturday.  

WNY Chapter News 
Gael Orr 

Western Show and Tell 

By Vicki Pritchard 

 

Hey all you western sidesaddle riders out there, 
it’s time to  “show and tell” and please, as much 
as possible!  Remember that trail, open shows, 
and some western games are all open to 
sidesaddle western riders.  Even though the 
Quarter Horse Association does not recognize 
sidesaddle, we know that it is historically correct 
since western women did indeed work trail and 
ranches aside.  Open shows welcome aside riders 
of all breeds. So get out there and show the 
world how its done, western style aside! 

Liz Morrow with Audrey 

Sears’ horse, Fancy Nancy.   

McAllister Saddlery 

7033 Potts Hill Rd.  

Bainbridge, OH 45612 

 

(740) 649-6498  

Mcallistersaddlery@gmail.com 

mailto:Mcallistersaddlery@gmail.com


Today’s Cowgirl 
By Gael Orr 
 

All of these thoughts about cowgirls and 
western gaming, tailriding and horse camping 
make me day dream a bit about farming.  How 
can you not think about farming when you 
think about western riding?  Arguably farming 
and ranching is where western riding all 
began!  When I reflect back on my history 
lessons (and that excerpt from Texas Tears a 
few pages back) I think about the pioneer 
women, who traveled across this nation in a 
covered wagon and the thousands of 
hardships that went along with it. I think about 
the cowgirls who moved cattle across states 
with their menfolk. Many of them while riding 
aside.  I think about the moms who carried 
their children in their arms or in packs, or on 
the back of their horse tandem behind them, 
as they rode their horses to get to wherever it 
was they had to go, such as to town.  I think 
about illnesses such as small pox, cholera, scarlet fever, polio and the strength it took to 
overcome it all. I reflect on how hard it was to build a home and engage in subsistence 
farming.     Old fashioned farm girls and cowgirls of yesteryears had it really tough.  They lived 
in challenging times.  But what about today’s cowgirls?  That’s right! I see you.  And when I say 
“you,” I mean all of you cowgirls and farm girls.  
 I see you dealing with the challenges of climate change and the impacts of rain, forest 
fires, droughts, high winds, severe winters and destructive floods.  I see you continue to 
survive the trade wars between imported goods amidst the depletion of water reserves.  I see 
you struggle with animal responsibilities such as milking cows, raising beefers, tending flocks 
and herds. I see you working after sundown using headlights on your tractors getting your 
crops harvested before the season changes. I see you up before dawn to start all over again.  I 
see you in the spring rain during planting seasons and wonder about how you are financing all 
of your fuel needs, seed requirements, pesticides, business responsibilities, supply chain 
disruptions and the list goes on.  I wonder about how Covid impacted you and the crippling 
debt that so many farmers face. I wonder how you are fairing with your families, raising 
children in the midst of it all and the list of worries seems endless.  That’s right...I see you.  
 But I also watch you do everything with a smile. I see you helping your neighbors clear 
snow from their driveways. I see you holding community picnics and stopping on the way to 
your mailbox to lend an ear to a friend.  And all of these things about cowgirls throughout 
history make me realize just how marvelous all of you really are.  You are chips off the old 
blocks.  You are just like our fore-sisters.  You’re tough, you’re a badass, and you’re wonderful. 
Thank you for being amazing! 

Nancy Mulvaney from Mulvaney Farms, Conesus, NY 

(one of the strongest cowgirls I know).  



Support the Brand 
By Gael Orr 
 

Hi Everyone! I’m guessing you saw my title and thought we were going to be 
discussing branding stock, like horses and beefers! Ha ha ha, I fooled ya didn’t I? 
In field of marketing, we are obsessed with promoting our brand.  Everything is 
about imprinting our brand into the minds of our customers and making sure it’s 
thought of first.  And when I think about our sponsors, their brands, are no different.   
 
I wanted to give you a friendly reminder that as we acquire advertisers and sponsors for the Phoenix 
Newsletter and for the American Sidesaddle Association (ASA), whether it be for donations or for 
sponsorship of our Podcast on Horses in the Morning, to remember to support those companies with your 
purchases.  If you find that you need goods and services that our supporters are providing, please 
remember how good these companies have been to ASA and “cast your dollar vote,” with them.  It’s super 
important that we reciprocate our appreciation for their support by remembering who our advertisers and 
sponsors are.  We need to be loyal to their brand.  Without them, we wouldn’t as easily enjoy all that they 
provide for ASA making it possible to bring to you 
content you enjoy, and services you benefit from.  
Make our sponsors the new brands that you love!    
 

Thank you to: Two Horse Tack 

Once Again Nut Butter 

McCallister Saddlery 

Anderson Photo Studio 

Last Chance Tack. 



The Making of a Sidesaddle Horse Extraordinaire 
By Diana Kocunik 
 
It started with a “quest” for a horse, my first horse. I had out grown all the lessons horses and decided to dive in. I 
bought a black and white paint draft horse cross after a snowstorm in March of 2007. He was called Cesar, but I took 
a leap of faith. I was told he had been ridden on trails and had even been broke to drive by the Amish. He was 
approximately seven and I started from scratch not sure that he really knew anything. Quest (Gallant Quest) as I 
named him was sensible and took to his new life with patience. I had weekly lessons with my trainer, and we started 
our journey to be educated first with lunging and ground work and then quickly under saddle. In a short time we 
were learning the ropes of dressage and jumping and hitting the trails. He was my first horse and I was eager to try 
everything! I started sidesaddle in 2008 only a year into our partnership. I did research and fumbled my way into 
purchasing a sidesaddle. I connected with Maggie Herlensky with Sothern Ohio Ladies Aside and away we went. We 
rode in our first parade in Louisville, KY in 2008 (astride there were still fit issues with the sidesaddle that I needed 
help figuring out) with Southern Ohio Ladies Aside (SOLA). Quest and I kept at it and did our first sidesaddle clinic 
the following year. We have never looked back and have had many ups: riding sidesaddle in the 2010 Inaugural 
Parade and downs: not having a sidesaddle that fit well enough to do much riding. Even without a sidesaddle to ride 
in I continued to work with Quest. We went to dressage shows, fox hunted, passed many miles on the trails.  
 The key to a great sidesaddle mount is a great horse. Take lessons. Go riding out on the trails. Work in the 
arena, take lessons. Everything that you do with your horse builds partnership and expands their training. Expose 
your horse to anything and everything! Loud music, streamers, plastic tarps – it will all help to create a solid mount. 
Most horses are not bothered by the sidesaddle, it is a difference in dialect not a different language. An educated 
riding horse who understands whoa, can WTC under saddle comfortably and listens will be fine. The harder part is 
finding the sidesaddle! It is of utmost importance to get the fit to the horse right. Once you have a balanced 
sidesaddle for your horse, then you work on fitting it for you. In most cases some padding of the upright (a queen) is 
needed. Then it is building up those muscles (yours) and working out a vocabulary with your horse. You might need 
a whip or cane, or maybe just thinking about having your right leg (if riding near side) “on” the horse like you would 
astride is enough. Then play and ride and practice, get comfortable. This may take minutes like in the case of a 
Grand Prix rider and horse combo who were piaffing after 10 minutes or years. Quest and I have been at it over 10 
years. Have patience and have fun! 
 I had the great experience of participating in a mounted police training clinic where Quest and I walked 
through fire, faced police lights and sirens blaring, flares and smoke bombs (not sidesaddle). Anything you can 
expose your horse to is a valuable learning opportunity and contributes to the best sidesaddle mount possible. 
Quest and I have been able to trail ride, do parades, show and most recently compete in Working Equitation 
sidesaddle. We won ribbons and found fans everywhere we went. It’s not about reaching the upper levels of 
dressage (we are solid training level) or being a top class jumper in the higher levels (we never got above 2 ft) but 
about doing your best and being the best possible partners. We could never achieve the upper levels but we could 
be well turned out, professional in behavior and have fun. A good sidesaddle mount can be any breed, any size, any 
age. A good sidesaddle mount is made with patience and care. You can have a good sidesaddle mount. Quest is not 
a registered breed and is of an approximate age but he is the best sidesaddle mount and first horse I could ever 
have imagined! 
 Gallant Quest or Quest for short is a very willing partner. Diana and Quest have accomplished much in their 
14+ years of partnership. They have earned ribbons in Dressage, ridden many miles of trails, fox hunted, walked 
through fire in mounted police training, jumped, competed in working equitation, and ridden sidesaddle. The 
sidesaddle adventure started innocently with an internet search. Diana googled sidesaddle and her life has never 
been the same! Since then the pair has attended sidesaddle clinics, ridden in demos and more than 12 parades, the 
most memorable being the 2009 Inaugural Parade for President Obama in Washington DC. Diana is a founding 
member of ASA and earned her JIC with ASA in 2015. She has since taught clinics and continued adding to her 
sidesaddle collection. Recently Diana and Quest have enjoyed working equitation sidesaddle.  



Tina Louie, from Arizona Aside Picture of Grand Canyon, 

Photo of Sue Duncan, Judge Instructor 

Clinician (JIC)  and Chapter President from 

the Tennessee Sidesaddle Chapter 

Member Photo Submissions 



Interview with instructor Rhonda Watts-Hettinger  

Which ASA Chapter are you a part of? Northeast Women’s Sidesaddle  (NEWS)  
What got you interested in sidesaddle riding?  Every 4-H show back in my youth ended with a costume class--I had 
a white horse and my grandmother's wedding dress, so we went aside as "the fine lady upon a white horse." Walk-
ing got boring, and I knew that same grandmother rode aside (and have a photo of my mother, age 3, on the 
sidesaddle!) so I began experimenting.  
 
Tell us about your favorite horse or horses  So many... The Blind Connemara, who got me started aside. Tough 
little Lucky Lady Lindy, who came to me as a wreck in need of re-training--the sidesaddle seemed to have fewer bad 
associations, so she spent the rest of her life aside, showing against much bigger hunters and jumpers (my personal 
ss best, 5', was with her). Her son Isaac, who did literally everything aside--reining, eventing, gymkhana, equita-
tions, trail, saddle seat, 4th level dressage, mounted shooting, hunting. His strong-minded niece Cricket, hunting 
and whipping in aside. And now my fourth generation, her son Brother--tough as his mama, but as sensible as his 
Uncle Isaac (yet to go aside as he's only 4!)  
 
Who was the horse or person who taught you the most?  Equal honors to Dr. H.L.M. van Schaik, dressage instruc-
tor, and Roger Philpot, Mr. Sidesaddle.  
 
What is your teaching philosophy and what sets you apart?  First, everything you know about astride riding can be 
applied to sidesaddle--you've just got some different techniques for grip, plus you will almost certainly refine your 
weight aids. Make haste slowly-let each lesson or ride build on what went before, and backtrack if you hit a prob-
lem--probably something wasn't completely learned. Learn horse psychology--it's much easier to ride and train if 
you know how your mount thinks and learns--and remember, if the horse can feel a fly land, he can feel your aids, 
so never nag him until he ignores you.  
 
Tell us a fun fact about yourself (examples could be, a favorite movie/TV show, a hobby or interest, music genre, 
etc.)  Besides a love for classical music (one of the things that got Christian and me together on Foxhunters On 
Line) I'm a lifelong Savoyard (Gilbert and Sullivan enthusiast) who can sing most of the many operettas!  
 
What kind of sidesaddle do you ride in or have you always wanted to own? My personal favorites are a Mayhew, 
a nameless Owen copy (best jumping saddle ever), and a western sidesaddle made by Lillian Chaudhary.  
If someone wanted to reach you for riding lessons, how should they contact you? At the moment I'm not likely to 
be available for actual lessons due to my husband's health needs, but I'm always available for help with questions. 
E-mail is probably likeliest contact, but you can also try my cell phone, 603-533-4005 (although signal is chancy out 
here!)  
 
What should we have asked you but didn't? Tell us more about you:  My own sidesaddle riding is now limited due 
to a knee injury (I can stand it for only about 15 minutes at a stretch). Might try offside (which I've done in the 
past), but it would be a big switch at this stage... 
 
Also--I'm done with the text of a new book on saddle seat, but need pictures. If anyone has photos of various disci-
plines, habits, breeds (and yes, problem examples too!) I would love to see them. (Credit will, of course, go to the 
photographer as well as horse/rider, unless they prefer anonymity!) A hunt seat book (from North American per-
spective) may follow, but is a few years out.  
 



Highlining Your Horse 
By Gael Orr 
 
As summer gets closer, it becomes horse-camping season!  I don’t know about you, but horse camping is my 
favorite pastime and I’ve been going horse camping with my girlfriends for close to twenty years.   In the past, 
I’ve taken a small corral made out of push-in stakes you can get at 

Tractor Supply, some  electrified fence-
tape, and a solar charger.  Recently, I 
found a new favorite place to camp, that 
doesn’t allow corrals, which lead me 
down the path to learn how to highline.  
You can purchase highline kits for your 
horse, or you can do it yourself using 
good strong rope, but I found a method 
that works quite well, that I thought I’d 
share.   You can buy a highline kit for 
your horse, but I made my own and 

saved a little bit of money and feel that I got a better product because 
it is easier to install and the line tension makes it more secure.  
Simply put, you can get the highline tighter with greater ease, while 
protecting the trees. I purchased everything right on Amazon. 
 First, get yourself a good slack line.  Yes! Those new-fangled ropes that people use to balance on and 
tightrope walk. They come with tree protectors  and ratchet protector 
covers. When you use a slack line, remember that these have tree 
protectors and are designed to withhold hundreds of pounds of weight, 
with over a 1,500 pound break-load! They have super strong ratchets and 
come up to 60’ long, easily placed between a couple of trees.  Next get 
yourself some picket line ties, they are usually bright orange and yes, the 
slack line, as wide as it is, will fit through your picket line ties! Just 
remember to put these on your slack line before you fully tighten your 
ratchets.  
 Get yourself a panic quick release swivel snap (the swivel is important).  
The swivel part helps so as you tie your horse to the swivel, the rope turns with 
the swivel, and your horse doesn’t get hung up  and your rope doesn’t get all 
tangled and twisted. Hold your horse lead rope up against where it will affix to the 
swivel snap vertically in front of you.  The rope should be one foot—18 inches 
from the ground.  In this way, the horse can still lay down if it wants to, or even 
graze a bit or eat hay off the ground or drink from a water bucket.  Too long, and 
the horse may get tangled. I hang the highline up, about 12 inches above my 
horse’s ears.  And yes, bringing along a mounting block when you camp is a great 
idea for this little project too.   
 Practice tying your horse to a highline at home before you go on a 
camping trip. In this way, they get used to a new style of tying in a familiar environment under your watchful 
eye.  I have seen a horse get hung up in a highline before, but it is pretty rare and no more dangerous really 
then using a temporary corral that a horse can break through in a panic, and I’ve seen that happen much 
more frequently.   The nice thing about having a highline kit stored  in your horse trailer, is if you need 
something in a pinch, it’s extremely portable and takes up very little space.  You can also use your trailer as 
one of your “trees” to affix your line to.  I wish you  fun adventures on your camping excursions. Happy trails 
to you! 



Love Your Horse Virtual Show 
By Gael Orr & Audrey Sears 

During the month of February, the Western New York Chapter held its very first virtual horse 
show, and it was a photo show!  We were super happy with our turnout for the show.  For our 
very first show we had a dozen participants and several dozen photo submissions.  Our show 
judge was  Shelby Faulkner from Oklahoma. She is currently a Vet Tech in the Oklahoma City 
area and has 20 plus years  of experience with horses in both dressage and the hunter jumper 
sports. Our participants made it super hard on her to decide her favorite pictures!  Winners 
received a 24” long ribbon for first place.  WNY Sidesaddle Chapter also donated back a 
portion of its fundraiser to the American Sidesaddle Association.  We hope you enjoy the 
winning photos.   

Class 1 (Lost Love) a horse in your past 
1. Jen Rogers & Mickey  
2. Holly Ray - Dartanian Holly Ray 
3. Gandalf & Dee  Audrey Isidore Sears 
 
Class 2 (First Love) your first horse 
1. Pat Blaire & Katama   
2. Maggie Herlensky & Missy   
3. Gael Orr - Lady  Gael Orr 
 
Class 3 (So Loved)  Toy horse or horse item 
1. Audrey Sears - "Gypsy King"   
2. Lori Volkmar - Carnival Horses    
3. Elizabeth Morrow - Small Foal Figurine   
 
Class 4 (Love Hate)  
1.Ann Bonneville - Bogie & Paddy   
2.Pat Blaire - Peter Piper    
3.Lori Volkmar - Lakota    
 
Class 5 (Most Creative) Costume 
Class 
1.Jen Rogers & Merlin as Malefi-
cent  
2.Audrey Sears & Red as Medie-
val Aside Pelfry   
3.Elizabeth Morrow & Cutter as 
Rocking Horse  Elizabeth Morrow 
 

3. So Loved, Audrey Sears 

1. Lost Love, Jen Rogers 

2. First Love, Pat Blaire 

4. Love Hate, Ann Bonneville 

5. Most Creative, Jen Rogers 

Gael Orr shows off the 

winning ribbons. 

We would love to have you join us in future shows! Watch the ASA Members only group for 
updates and ways to enter upcoming online events like this and others.  



Class 6 (Selfie Love)  
1.Gael Orr - Snow selfie Gael Orr 
2.Diana Kocunik Diana Kocunik 
3.Suzzanna M Richardson    
 
Class 7 (Something Pink)  
1.Maggie Pritchard Herlensky 
2.Holly Ray & EF Frisco Bay   
3.Debra Anne McNicholas - Bubba    
 
Class 8 (My Horse Loves It)  
1. Audrey Sears - Sluggo Sleeping   
2. Debra Anne McNicholas - Thunder   
3. Diana Kocunik - Alfalfa Soup    
 
Class 9 (Forbidden Love)  
1. Elizabeth Morrow - Nuke  
2. Gael Orr - Sam   
3. Jen Rogers - Buddy   
 
Class 10 (Love Is Hard Work)  
1. Diana Kocunik - Fire  
2. Audrey Sears - Red  
3. Ann Bonneville   

6. Selfie Love, Gael Orr 
7. Something Pink, Maggie Herlensky 

 8. My Horse Loves It, Audrey Sears 

9. Forbidden Love, Elizabeth 

Morrow 

10. Love is Hard Work, Diana Kucunik 



About Virtual Events 

By Gael Orr  
 
Last year I spent some time sort of daydreaming out 
loud with the ladies in WNY Sidesaddle Chapter about 
how to get more people interconnected across our 
nation with the American Sidesaddle Association.  I 
remember also speaking to Maggie Herlensky about 
some fundraising opportunities and naturally virtual 
shows came up on the docket as future opportunities. 
So our chapter decided to kick it off and give it a try, 
and hence the Love Your Horse virtual event was 
created!  We weren’t sure about creating a riding 
show quite yet, so we decided to start with a photo 
show to get a handle on how the organization would 
work. It was an immediate success.  I remember Dr. 
Holly Ray sharing our event on Facebook, not knowing 
about the hours of our internal meetings and 
conversations we had, had about how to design our 
shows- with fellowship in mind.  When we announced 
our event, to my delight, Holly said something like, 
“Let’s support our sidesaddle sisters in New York- 
please register.” After we learned what we needed to 
about coordinating that event, we started our Spring 
Into Action riding challenge.  That was the next step, 

to move 
from a photo 
show, to a 
ride 
challenge.  
We are 
delighted to 
announce, 
our next 
virtual event, 
will be in July 
with 
registration 
opening in 
June.  This will be an actual horse show, but virtual.  
You can ride either astride or aside, or both and show 
off your horse’s flexibility.  Be on the lookout for our 
announcements coming to you in an email in the near 
future.  We also plan on offering a one-stirrup 
November virtual challenge, our rye sense of humor 
and twist on the no-stirrup November challenges that 
pepper social media.  So  join us in some fun future 
virtual events!  Ride with your sidesaddle sisters 
nationwide and support a great organization in the 
process, the ASA! 

Dr. Holly Ray,  Love Your Horse Virtual Show 

Spring Into Action Virtual Show 

By Audrey Sears   
 

I signed up for the American Sidesaddle Association (ASA) 
Spring into Action Challenge.  The show is being managed by 
our Chapter, but it’s truly an ASA event.  I signed up because I 
wanted an opportunity to gain some confidence in showing 
my horse again this summer. The challenge has made me get 
out and spend more time with my horse, even if it means just 
a quick grooming session. It has also really helped Sluggo, my 
horse, shed out quicker too. I feel better about coming into 
show season because he is more “legged-up.” In addition, I 
really love seeing all the pictures of other participants and 
reading their comments on Facebook.  Participating with the 
other riders in the challenge, has made me feel more closely 
tied to our sidesaddle community, even though most of our 
challenge rides are astride not aside. I look forward to the next 
ASA Riding Challenge and hope to see many more new partici-
pants and riders share in these fun events!  

Audrey Sears and her quarter horse, Sluggo. 



Anderson Studio 

Pam Anderson 

Mid-South Equine Photographer  

(901) 237-0721  

pam@andersonstudiophotography.com  

www.andersonstudiophoto.com  

 

Meet new Member Amanda Argenbright-Newman  

Hoosier Ladies Aside (HLA) Chapter 
 
What got you interested in sidesaddle riding? I wanted to try something new and different, although I’ve 
been playing around with riding aside with previous horses that I have owned.  
 
Tell us about your favorite horse or horses –I  once loved a 16 hand walking horse mare, she was smooth 
and quick. I also leased a quarter horse I used for jumping and had a blast riding him. My current horses are 
a pair of mustangs and a mini that all are used for  driving. My mustang gelding is my chosen sidesaddle 
horse. He was born in Wyoming; my mustang mare was born in Utah. She is short at 13.3 hh and is barrel 
shaped. She is sassy- yet very kind and gentle with kids.  
 
Who was the horse or person who taught you the most? I had a great uncle and a 2nd cousin who both 
taught me a lot, as well as, a 4-H Hippology leader and her brother. They both introduced me to my walking 
horse, Shocker. I had him after riding an awesome Polish Arabian.  
 
What surprised you the most about riding sidesaddle? The feeling of being perched yet secure enough to 
run.  
 
Tell us a fun fact about yourself (examples could be, a favorite movie/TV show, a hobby or interest, music 
genre, etc.)  I like old westerns. I also participate in a church-camp for kids.  I let them ride horses while 
teaching them about God.  
 
What are you hoping to learn about sidesaddle over the next year? I’m interested in how to fit a 
sidesaddle better, and how to have fun with it. I might even show aside in a few classes this year.  
 
Where did you attend your first sidesaddle clinic or lesson?  Indiana Equine Roundup at C Bar C. I 
participated in a demo for riding and saddle fitting with both of my mustangs on April 1, 2022.  
 
What should we have asked you but didn't? Tell us more about you:  I am 31 years-old and stand 5' 6" tall. 
I have been fascinated by horses since I was a baby. I love visiting my family in the SW Virginia mountains. I 
am content driving my horses as much as riding. I enjoy taking care of horses and other various animals.  

mailto:pam@andersonstudiophotography.com


 

 

 

Covid Relief Grants 

By Anita Riesinger 

 
Are you a member of the American Sidesaddle Association (ASA) and in need of some financial 
relief?  Then hear me out for just a moment, there may be some money available to you.  Last year I 
made a donation through my company for a grant in which they matched 2 to 1 for Covid Relief.  I 
did another donation this year and the company match was 1 to 1 instead of 2 to 1 for Covid specific 
donations, so the total amount our Association received was  $1000. The $1000 donation to ASA is a 
result of a corporate giving campaign last summer in which my company (AbbVie) matched our 
donations 1 to 1 for any donations designated for Covid relief.  This is specifically for Covid relief for 
ASA members affected financially by the shut-downs. If we can support a local feed store or equine 
related business in the process that would be a bonus, but the idea is to help members who have 
lost income and may be running out of necessities. These could be items such as hay, grain, 
supplements, wormer, vaccinations, farrier service, vet services or supplies.  A person who has lost a 
job, or whose business has dried-up (party planner cannot book parties) may no longer have 
income. They may need $100 worth of hay, wormer, vaccinations, specialized supplements  or a 
hoof trimming.  
 If you find yourself in this situation, please fill out the application form as completely as 
possible. You will be asked to rate your level of need. This came out of a conversation with someone 
who lost her job, but her husband is still working. They don’t want to take away from someone in 
greater need, but could use the funds if there is not a strong response.  
 If you have a local business that you buy your equine services and supplies from, please fill 
out the sections for vendor information. We will reach out to them to inquire about purchasing gift 
certificates/cards in order to support these small community businesses as well.  
 Please also complete the section where it asks you to describe your situation. This will help 
us to assess applications in case there are more than 10.  Someone who is on their last bale of hay is 
in greater need than someone who still has a lot in storage. The amount of the individual awards 
may vary, depending on the number of applications received, but will be capped at 10 awards of 
$100 ea. If there are only 5 applications, they will be awarded $200 each. 
  All applications must be received by Sunday May 15.  I realize this is a fast turnaround, but I 
think those who would benefit most from this would be happy to receive the funds sooner rather 
than later. As we hit the mid point of another crazy year, I hope this brings a little brightness into the 
lives of our members and reflects the spirit of sisterhood.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to ask me.  There may well be something I haven’t thought of. 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/AmericanSidesaddleAssociation1/
ASACOVID19ReliefApplication2022 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/AmericanSidesaddleAssociation1/ASACOVID19ReliefApplication2022
https://www.cognitoforms.com/AmericanSidesaddleAssociation1/ASACOVID19ReliefApplication2022


Advertise with us!  
 
If you’d like to run an ad in the American Sidesaddle 
Association newsletter, The Phoenix it’s super easy!   
 
 A business card sized ad 3.5”x2” is $20.00 per issue 

or 75.00 per year. 
 
 A quarter page sized ad 4”x 5” is $30.00 per issue or 

$115.00 per year. 
 
 A half page ad sized 8” x 5.25” is $50.00 per issue or 

$195.00 per year 
 
 A full page ad 8”x 10.5” is $75.00 per issue or $295.00 per year. 
 
Simply email your artwork or advertising details to: marketing@amsidesaddle.com and your 
payment may be made via PayPal to Monica Chapman our treasurer at 
amsidesaddletreasurer@gmail.com.   
 

 
 
 

2022 New Points Form 
 
The new points form is ready for you to fill 
out for your activities this year.  In the past, 
we have always had a paper form, but now 
we also offer the opportunity for to fill out 
our points form online!  What counts for 
points? Almost anything sidesaddle related 
that your chapter or ASA is hosting.   
 
For points related questions, be invited to 
reach out to Vicki Pritchard at 
librarian@amsidesaddle.com  
 
To fill out our points form online, click here: The new 2022 Points form 
 
 

mailto:marketing@amsidesaddle.com
mailto:amsidesaddletreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:librarian@amsidesaddle.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyb5sMWqeboCAQOeUVqc6kXko2hvBL6O7y6JpJtP0-sK3ZIw/viewform?usp=sf_link

