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Lighting the way aside. 

 

 

ASA Newsletter 

THE PHOENIX 

BY GAEL ORR 

Hi Everybody! I’m super excited to share with you our newsletter.  Formerly 
the newsletter was called the Phoenix and just like a phoenix, we are raising 
this newsletter from the ashes! To keep the newsletter going requires a bit 
of assistance from all of you. Keep in mind that any article submitted by you 
counts for points. If you have news to share please reach out and email me 
your content. Ideas include but are not limited to: 

 updates about your regional club 
 history snip-its 

 book reviews 
 an excerpt from some of our newsletter collections from the 

early days of the modern sidesaddle organizations  
 an interview of your sidesaddle instructor 

 pictures of you and your horse and what you are doing 
sidesaddle 

 tell us about a horseperson who influenced your life 
 
My vision is to write a newsletter each quarter:  August, November, 

February, and May with content due the previous month by the 20th.   

You may email content to: Gael Orr  gaeljorr@gmail.com  



Along with books, the library has lots of patterns you may borrow to 
make your own aprons, skirts or dresses. 

BOOKS ON LOAN 

The American Sidesaddle Association 
has a wealth of books available for 
loan.  It’s super easy to request a book, 
simply email Vicki Pritchard 
cvp1193@twc.com and put in your re-
quest.   Here are some fun recommen-
dations. 
The Doctor Rode Sidesaddle, by Ruth 
Matheson Buck, Canadian Plains re-
search Center, 2003.  
The true story of the life of Elizabeth 
Matheson, Territory of Saskatche-
wan.  A woman of extreme courage and 
simplicity who cared for a vast area 

populated by culturally distinct peo-
ples.  She had nine children of her own, 
but somehow kept up her work 
from1898 to 1918. 
Charreria Mexicana, An Equestrian Folk 
Tradition, by Kathleen Mullen Sands 
 
Make Your Own Riding Clothes, by Jean 
Perry 
 
From the Neck Up, An Illustrated Guide 
to Hat Making, by Denise Dreher 
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GAEL ORR-NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

I thought I’d share a little bit about who I am and why 
I’ve taken on the task of ‘raising our newsletter from the 
ashes,’ so to speak.  This past  May, I became a certified 
sidesaddle instructor with the American Sidesaddle 
Association and am part of the Buffalo Region 
Sidesaddle chapter.  I’ve taught English riding lessons 
since I was a teenager and had the privilege of  studying 
dressage under Karin Holmes, the Hanoverian Lady.  She 
was called the Hanoverian Lady because she raised 
warmbloods and was known for breeding some of the 
finest dressage horses in the United States.  I’ve engaged in numerous equestrian sports 
such as polo, endurance racing, jumping, and driving.  I’m also a certified equine 
appraiser through the American Society of Equine Appraisers. I own and operate 
Sweetwater Equestrian Center located near Conesus Lake. I have two grandsons, an 
amazing husband, seven horses and two dogs.  If you want to learn more about me, my 
bio is available here: https://sweetwaterequestriancenter.com/bio/ 
 
I digress, I was trying to think of a way that I could support our Association and 
President, Maggie Herlensky, and then I realized why not write a newsletter for the 
organization?  I currently work as the Marketing Director for a national organic peanut 
butter company and have written and published our company newsletter for the last 12 
years.  Membership Chairperson, Vicki  Pritchard and I have adopted the  amusing 
pseudonyms, Thelma and Louise. I’ve agreed to write the newsletter and  Vicki has 
generously offered to correct my grammar and punctuation, etc. (of which I need more 
help than she may have regretfully realized ha ha ha!).   Friend me on Facebook Gael 
Orr (Billyard) or shoot me an email and say hello gaeljorr@gmail.com.  
 

PICTURE ABOVE OF  

KARIN HOLMES AND HER 
BELOVED THOROUGHBRED 
PATRICK 
 
Karin Holmes, the 
Hanoverian Lady.  She was 
called the Hanoverian Lady 
because she raised 
warmbloods and was known 
for breeding some of the 
finest dressage horses in the 
United States.  She was a 
Danish lady  whose family  
immigrated to  the USA to 
escape the hardships during 
WWII. She raised, trained 
and rode her own 3-year-
olds until the age of 80 and 
passed away at the age of 86 
in 2014. 
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Mid-South Sidesaddle Association 

By Kayla Benson 

The ladies of Mid-South Side Saddle Association had a very 
successful outing at the Germantown Charity Horse Show in 
June! In the Sidesaddle Walk/Trot, Laura Lawson and KT 
Barnabus, looking fabulous as always, took home 1st place while 
Kay Calandruccio placed 2nd on Pam Anderson’s Endeavor in 
their first show aside. Additionally, Taylor Thomas was 3rd on 
her mount, CCO Barney, showing him aside for the first time as 
well.  

Kayla Benson also showed Corville Z aside for the first time and 
brought home wins in the Sidesaddle Walk/Trot/Canter, 
Opportunity Hunter Hack, Opportunity English Pleasure Walk/
Trot, Opportunity English Pleasure Walk/Trot/Canter, and 
Opportunity Hunter Pleasure. Kayla and Corville Z were also 

reserve 
champions of 
the Opportunity 
English Pleasure 
Championship 
and champions 
of the 
Opportunity 
Hunter Pleasure 
Championship!  

We are so proud 
of all of our Mid-
South Side 
Saddle Ladies 
and cannot wait 
to see what they 
do next at the 
Nashoba Carriage 
Classic, 
September 17th-
19th in 
Germantown, 
TN!!!  



Delaney Kenney hails from an Oregon equestrian family that has been training 

horses and riders for generations. From mustangs, to ranch horses, to rodeo, 

her great and GG grandfathers trained and showed horses in Eastern Oregon 

throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Like all Oregon cowgirls, Delaney grew up riding in the front of a saddle at six 

months old. By three she had a 

Foundation Morgan and was taking 

Western riding lessons with Miss Rodeo 

Oregon.  At 12 her mother bought her an 

OTTB granddaughter of Native Dancer resulting in Delaney falling in 

love with English riding disciplines. At 13 she entered into an 

apprenticeship with Margaret Gill, a champion eventer from 

Scotland. Over the next 

10 years, along with her 

duties of starting and 

training OTTBs to be hunters, 

running youth horse camps 

and training student riders, Delaney was the assistant to all guest 

clinicians at Highland Stable.  Training with and assisting Karl 

Mikolka (Spanish Riding School), Herwig Radnetter (Spanish Riding 

School), and Heather Bender (USDF Bronze, Silver, Gold) instilled 

in her a passion for Classical Dressage.  Radnetter also taught 

Delaney how to train horses in dressage, using the methods and 

techniques of the Spanish Riding School in Vienna.  

Taking jumping 

lessons with Janet Adler (British Horse Society Horsemaster) 

and competing in Western play days with friends kept 

Delaney well rounded in her equestrian skills. After college 

along with training horses and riders for several stables, 

Delaney continued her dressage education with Grand Prix 

rider Karla Thomas. Karla introduced her to showing 

Lipizzans in dressage, and gave Delaney her champion mare, 

Patrika (shown right). A 2016 side saddle clinic given by ASA 

instructor Judy Hastings began Delaney’s love affair with 

riding aside.  By applying her dressage skills to riding in a 

side saddle, reading every side saddle instruction book and 

watching every video she could find, Delaney soon mastered both Western and English side saddle 

technique.  

Delaney on her Oldenburg 

mare, Aislynn 

Delaney’s grandmother Barbara Roberts, 

was even a 1949 rodeo princess! 

ASA Instructor Spotlight: Delaney Kenney at Oregon Ladies Aside 

By Pat Blaire 



Continued...ASA Instructor Spotlight: Delaney Kenney at Oregon Ladies Aside 

In 2018 she joined ASA and became the Vice President of Oregon La-

dies Aside. Then a 2019 trip to Ohio for instructor testing with ASA 

President Maggie Herlensky and a ride in the Kentucky Derby Pega-

sus Parade solidified Delaney’s dedication to riding aside. 

Since receiving her ASA instructor certification Delaney has been ac-

tive in introducing and teaching side saddle skills to ladies of the Pa-

cific Northwest, where sidesaddle is rare and still a novelty.  Even 

during the Covid-19 quarantine she has been promoting sidesaddle 

through participation in virtual educational programs, sidesaddle en-

tries in virtual shows and representing the State of Oregon with her family and OLA 

members in the Virtual Parade Across America Presidential Inauguration.  Delaney has 

trained all four of her horses to ride aside and is 

currently working towards showing them side 

saddle in dressage.  And now that the pandemic 

restrictions are lifting, she looks forward to hav-

ing ASA clinics again throughout the Pacific 

Northwest.  

Delaney her champion 

mare, Patrika  



Delaney Kenney is associated with the Oregon Ladies 
Aside Chapter.  She attended her first sidesaddle clinic in 
November of 2016.   
 
What got you interested in sidesaddle riding? 
Delaney’s response:   “A friend and I found a restored 
Bona Allen sidesaddle at a local 4-H Tack sale. My friend 
bought it and we began learning everything we could 
about sidesaddle.  It took us almost a year to find an 
instructor near us and after our first clinic, we were 
hooked!” 
 
Tell us about your favorite horse or horses 
I have 4 horses and can't pick a favorite as they are each unique and challenge me to continually 
improve my horsemanship.  Aislynn a 14 year old Oldenburg mare who is my primary sidesaddle 
mount. Spirit a 20 year old rescued APHA mare that I borrow from my son (who also rides her 
sidesaddle) and Mother. Raina a 15 year old Appaloosa/Lipizzaner cross mare that is only sound 
for light riding. Devon a 13 year old Welsh Pony gelding who just started learning sidesaddle last 
year after being my son's Lead-line and hunter pony.  
 
Who was the horse or person who taught you the most?  
Delaney’s response:   “I don't know that there is anyone person or horse that has taught me the 
most. It is a continual process of gaining knowledge and understanding and the more sidesaddle 
riders I meet the more techniques and history I learn. Every horse has something to teach as well, 
from saddle fit to equitation, each horse benefits from and responds to variations on the classic 
principals. “ 
 
What is your teaching philosophy and what sets you apart? 
Delaney’s response:   “I utilize my extensive dressage and western 
equitation background when teaching sidesaddle.  I have ridden 
dressage with Herwig Radnetter from the Spanish Riding School in 
addition to a multitude of other instructors and clinicians to improve 
my understanding and expand my knowledge base. I  also believe that 
what we are doing must always above all benefit the horse.  “ 
 
Tell us a fun fact about yourself: My favorite TV show is Downton 
Abbey. 
 
If someone wanted to reach you for riding lessons, how should they 
contact you?  Dalaney says, email is the best way to reach me  
oregonladiesaside@gmail.com   
 
If you’d like to submit an interview questionnaire, please reach out to 
Gael Orr at gaeljorr@gmail.com  

INTERVIEW WITH SIDESADDLE 
INSTRUCTOR DELANEY KENNEY 

Delaney 

Kenney, 

Oregon 

Ladies Aside 

Chapter.  



Points Submissions-Mid Year 

By Vicki Pritchard 

 

July 20, 2021:   POINT SUBMISSION FOR FIRST 

HALF OF THE YEAR    (members with 2 or more 

total points were considered for this report) 

 

These are the high points so far.  Be sure to send in 

your point sheets.  Contact the points chairperson, 

Vicki Pritchard, with any questions. 

 

Social (includes virtual)  3 or more total  

points are shown below 

Rhetta Dotts (SOLA) 6 

Maggie Herlensky (SOLA) 6 

Robin Lawson (SOLA) 5 

Vicki Pritchard (SOLA) 5 

Delaney Kenney (OLA) 4 

Erica Parriott    (NEWS) 3 

Tanya Syth-Raybourne (OLA) 3 

Aiden Kenney  (OLA) 3 

Julie Murphy    (OLA) 3 

Lisa Musselwhite   (OLA) 3 

 

Practice with group  5  or more  

points are shown below 

Aiden Kenney (OLA)                    5 

Pat Blaire  (OLA)                           5 

Delaney Kenney (OLA)                4 

 

Media and Writers for publication, outreach and 

Publicity  

Delaney Kenney   (OLA)                 9 

Patrick Kenney   (OLA)                   8 

Aiden Kenney   (OLA)               8 

MArxen-Simonson  (OLA)             8 

Julie Murphy  (OLA)                       8 

Lisa Musselwhite  (OLA)                8 

Barbara Baum  (OLA)                     8 

Pat Blaire  (OLA)                              8 

 

Actual Show 

Sue Duncan  (TNSS)                        2 

Sara Cole   (TNSS)                            1 

 

  

Virtual Show  5 points or more are shown  

Delaney Kenney                              11 

Aiden Kenney                                   8 

 

Clinic 3 points or more are shown 

Maggie Herlensky                            4 



  

SAVE THE DATES! 

 August 15, social outing to The Wilds with 

SOLA 

 August 22, sidesaddle clinic in Ramona, CA 

 August 27-29, sidesaddle weekend at Aspen 

Lodge, Alpine AZ 

 September 12, Delaware All Horse Parade, 

Delaware OH 

 September 17-19, Nashoba Carriage Classic, 

Germantown TN 

 October 1-3, Equitana USA, Lexington KY 

 October 17, Fall Festival of Leaves, 

Bainbridge OH 

 November 7, Sidesaddle Clinic, Conesus, NY 

 November 11-14, West Springfield MA, Equine 

Affaire 

 November 20, Gettysburg PA, Remembrance Day 

Parade 

 November 25, Chicago Thanksgiving Parade 

 November 26, Dayton OH, Children’s Parade 

 

 

Tiffiany Waters Riding horse Silver, Sidesaddle 

Clinic, May 2022  Photo credit: Maggie Herlensky 

Gael Orr, Samantha 

Reeves, and Maggie 

Herlensky, May 2021 





A Sidesaddle for our Day 
By Geisha Elsea 
 
Once upon a time in a kingdom far, far away there existed The 
Wonderful Sidesaddle. Its seat was balanced, with substantial 
pommels for a secure grip, the leather soft and beautiful to the 
touch. The seat was wide enough, with just enough of a little dip for 
the Royal Derriere to feel well seated. The Princess who was 
fortunate enough to own this wonderful sidesaddle knew her good 
fortune and rode upon it day after day, singing “Tra-la-la!” as she 
cantered effortlessly through the woodlands.  
Time passed, and the Princess grew old. Her Wonderful Sidesaddle 
grew old as well, becoming more brittle and sad as the years passed 
by. One sorrowful day, after the Princess had passed over the rainbow bridge, her 
castle steward held an estate sale and The Wonderful Sidesaddle slipped into 
obscurity, never to be found again. 
 
I began my quest for The Wonderful Sidesaddle a few years ago, after a lady friend 
from my hunt offered me the first “hit “ of the drug (the first one is always free, says 
the drug dealer.) I climbed up on her 100+ year old Champion & Wilton saddle and I 
was never the same again. I had absolutely no idea what I was doing but that did not 
stop me from buying another sidesaddle she just ‘happened’ to have in her truck. 
(She knew beforehand the effect the drug has on us.)   
“What?” I later learned to ask myself. “A sidesaddle needs to fit?”  Deliriously I 
brought my new Hans Biglajzer park-style sidesaddle home and placed it carefully on 
the arm of the sofa in the formal living room, like the prized possession it was.  Fast 
forward a few years and looking back, I marvel that I survived those initial stages of 
learning about this new obsession I had developed. The first time I rode the HB 
saddle I simply had no patience to find a balance strap and just had to get up there. 
Marvel #1- my horse was the perfect gentleman and moved slowly while I clung 
to the pommels for dear life, my backside sliding downwards on the unlevel 
saddle towards his own. I lived, hallelujah!  
 
Fast forward again, through a dozen more sidesaddles of various ages, brands 
and styles. Some were vintage, some were antiques, and one was brand new. 
Some were on western sidesaddle trees, others were English sidesaddle 
trees.  Every one of them taught me something about fit, function, balance, 
leather quality, rigging, stirrup styles, and saddle pads. It was a steep learning 
curve and I loved every minute of it.  Through it I learned to recognize a 
balanced seat, a balanced tree, proper pommel placement and how all these 
components can work together to create a comfortable and secure 
ride.  However, I still had not found The Wonderful Sidesaddle. 

Blake Brandon 



Continued from previous page… Sidesaddle for our Day 
 
One day I received a call from a lady who was seeking aprons for a sidesaddle company she was forming. My interest was piqued 
when she told me about her desire to contribute a modern sidesaddle to the modern sidesaddle community.  With her decades 
of riding and showing sidesaddle, she had the expertise and knowledge to put into designing a sidesaddle which would become 
the modern  “Old Girl” saddle we all cherish. She teamed up with Rob Jenkins, Master Saddler in the UK to exclusively create Elite 
Sidesaddles, which have the benefits of modern technology combined with the classic elegance of the timeless English sidesaddle, 
and Rob’s incomparable excellent workmanship.  As I listened to her describe the dream she wished to fulfill by making these 
saddles available to the modern rider, I knew I had to have one.  
   
Meet the Elite Saddlery team! 
 
Rob Jenkins- Malvern Saddlery, United Kingdom- Master Saddle-maker 
Rob has spent decades honing his skills as a world-class saddle-maker.  His attention to detail and meticulous quality of work puts 
him in the absolute top of his field. Using only the best leathers, he is a true artist and Elite Saddlery is honored to be able to work 
with him building these wonderful sidesaddles. Rob and Elite Saddlery’s founder Blake Brandon counseled together and designed 
a modern sidesaddle which will last for generations. Rob’s  Malvern Pad (a modern version of a Wykeham) makes these saddles 
easier to custom fit for a wider range of horses, as flocking can be adjusted as needed- unlike a standard panel which is much 
more work-intensive to adjust. The Malvern Pad also creates a stable platform for the saddle to rest upon, making it less likely to 
shift from side to side. The saddles are built on the Vale tree, which has the benefits of modern technology and materials behind 
its design, and is built to accommodate the broader modern horse. 
 
Blake Brandon, Florida- Founder 
 Blake began riding aside in the 1970’s. With her purebred Arabian gelding as her willing partner, they took the blue ribbon in 
their first Novice event in Maryland; were in the top ten against astride riders in Louisville Hunter Over Fences, along with many 
ISSO wins.  In the 1980’s partnered with her TB mares, Blake was top ribbons in “A” Ladies Sidesaddle Hunter over Fences, Under 
Saddle, and Equitation.  They went on to be First or Champion Reserve at Washington International as World Champion, Madison 
Square Garden, Devon, Harrisburg, Upperville, Middleburg National, ISSO, VA State Fair and Warrenton. She was a member with 
colors of Rockbridge Hunt in Lexington, VA. And for fun, did the occasional barrel race!  Blake had several favorite “Old Girl” 
sidesaddles, but was saddened as she saw age taking its toll on them, which contributed to concerns about safety.  An idea was 
born in her heart- to one day help create the next generation of “Old Girls.”  
 
Renee Waters, Florida- Sales/Fitting    
Renee became a certified fitter under the Master Saddler Association in 2013. She participates in continuing saddle fitting 
education, and strives to put her clients and their horses in the most optimal fitting saddles. She is a certified rep for County 

Saddlery, and includes biomechanical evaluation and virtual tools as part of her saddle 
fitting process. Says Renee- “Being part of Elite Saddlery is a rare opportunity, and we 
want to keep the magic alive in these very rideable sidesaddles!” Renee is the contact for 
Elite Sidesaddles, and she can help you fulfill your dream of owning a well-fitting, 
comfortable sidesaddle!  
 
 
 
Geisha Elsea, Washington State-Ambassador 
 I am humbled and delighted to be able to be a part of 
this shared dream with Blake, Renee, and Rob. Our 
mutual goal is to provide a safe, comfortable 
sidesaddle for the modern rider, with confidence in 
Rob’s exquisite craftsmanship and technical skill.  A 
sidesaddle that will outlast our lifetimes and be passed 

down through generations, as the cherished Old Girls have been for the last many 
decades.  Huzzah for the return on The Wonderful Sidesaddle!  

Renee Waters 

Geisha Elsea  
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Rosemary Farm Sanctuary appreciates all contributions.  
Please consider donating by clicking here: http://
rosemaryfarm.org/  

Dawn Robyn–  

Executive Director of 

Rosemary Farm Sanctuary 

By Vicki Pritchard and Gael Orr 

On June 28, 2021 Maggie Herlensky 

educated a small group of ladies at a 

sidesaddle fun-day hosted by Bray 

Hollow Farm at the Rosemary Farm 

Sanctuary.  The clinic was about 

sidesaddle history and saddle fitting.  

The clinic venue was Rosemary Farm 

Sanctuary located in the Catskill 

Mountains of New York State. The 

mission of Rosemary Farm is to save 

equines from neglect, slaughter, and 

abuse.   

Rosemary Farm is operated by horse-

passionate (and compassionate) 

President and Executive Director, Dawn 

Robyn who is also happens to be the 

founder.  The sanctuary is currently 

caring for 98 horses and is one of the 

largest rescues on the East Coast!  Fun 

fact about the sanctuary, they go 

through 1,500 bales of hay each 

month!  It costs about $5.00 per day to 

feed  a horse. 

Rosemary Farm Sanctuary, Inc, is a 

registered 501(c)(3) charity, and a 

registered non-profit in NYS, that 

rescues horses in dire need. Some are 

made available for adoption, many live 

here at the horse sanctuary for life.   

The sanctuary does allow for some of 

their beloved horses to be adopted, so 

if you are looking for a new horse, 

consider adoption.   

You can make a tax deductible 

donation to the sanctuary by clicking 

here: http://rosemaryfarm.org/get-

involved/ 



Question:  Maggie, how can I tell a sidesaddle is a jumping 
saddle? 
 
Answer From Maggie: Two things are needed: heavy 
flocking to absorb impact because the rider remains in the 
seat; and a hunt bar, which can sometimes be felt in the 
gullet.  Short of pulling the leather off of the saddle, you can 
get your saddle x-rayed by the vet or the chiropractor. The 
hunt bar is a ¼” steel metal bolted or riveted to the tree 
(which causes more saddle weight and stability). 
 
Riding over jumps in a non-reinforced sidesaddle causes 
breaks in the tree after multiple jumps and will cause a rider 
catastrophe. 

Exciting news ladies!  We have the American Sidesaddle Association’s 
club pins ready to order!  These pins are super cute and quite colorful, 
and let’s face it, they help support a great cause, our Association!  If you’d 
like one, we are ready to distribute them to members.   It’s simple to get 
one really, just send us $15.00 to defray the cost of the pin, packaging, 
and mailing.  Please send us your donation via PayPal to: 
Amsidesaddletreasurer@gmail.com. Remember to write the comment 
"club pin" in the comments section when you send your $15.00.    

QUESTIONS TO MAGGIE HERLENSKY 
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Maggie 

Herlensky, 

President 

American 

Sidesaddle 

Association 

 

OREGON LADIES ASIDE 
By Pat Blaire 

July 12, 2021 

This weekend OLA did a sidesaddle 
display at the Marion County Fair 
and won 2nd place and the Judge's 
Choice award. The public loved it 
and we were able to answer lots of 
questions about riding side saddle 
on the Oregon Trail.   

CLUB PINS– WEAR THEM PROUDLY! 

BY VICKI PRITCHARD 



SIGNAGE 

Gael Orr 

Are you an accredited riding instructor with the 

American Sidesaddle Association?  I’m looking to see 

who might be interested in a sign (shown left) that 

shares your ability with the public.  Are you interested in 

purchasing a sign for $25.00 if we have these made up?  

This would also be a fundraiser supporting our amazing 

organization and at the same time, advertising your 

skillset.   

These aluminum signs are easy to hang on either the 

interior or exterior of your building and let your riders 

know you are fully accredited to teach!  Please send an 

email to Gael Orr at gaeljorr@gmail.com to pre-order as 

many as you would like or let me know your thoughts 

about it.    You may also shoot me a text message at: 

(585) 991-3040 of friend me on Facebook. 

TIPS AND TRICKS! 

 

Side-Saddles’s Greats Ideas,  by Rhonda Watts, N.H.  

 Empty one-liter soda or water bottles, these make good light-weight 
boot trees. (Handy when you are traveling!) 

 
 A leg warmer pulled up over the right knee can help pad you against 

chafing.  The same leg warmer can also help protect your saddle from 
any dirt or mud on the rider’s right foot (useful when giving a lesson using your own 
precious saddle!): once the rider is mounted, pull the leg warmer down over the foot. 

 
 The buckle end of an old stirrup leather can be used as n extender for a balance girth. 



A Dream (Fantasy?) Becoming Reality?  Eventually, maybe, with Practice… 

By Kristina Brown– Michigan Members  part of the N. Illinois 
Sidesaddle group (NILS)  

 

Myself like many other horse crazy girls have had that 
thought in the back of their mind, “What would it be like to 
ride sidesaddle like the ladies of yesteryear in all their 
beautiful flowing ruffles?  Sitting tall on their trusty steeds, 
galloping through the meadow?”  The perfect painted 
picture in my mind, sat there untouched. 

 Then….a few years ago a friend gifted me an early 
1900’s sidesaddle!  Woo hoo, so I thought, until I tried to 
put it on.  I had no idea how it worked, should sit or how I 
was to keep it on.  A puzzle on horseback it took a seat on 
the top rack of my saddle collection.  Until I discovered 
Maggie Herlensky on Facebook.  She offered clinics?  And would travel?  How great is this? 

 Before I knew it, I was organizing a clinic at my home hunt club, Battle Creek Hunt.  
Maggie came up and gave 17 riding participants, along with a dozen or so auditors the low-
down on sidesaddle!  Who knew there were so many different styles! My own was different 
from others in Maggie’s collection.  After learning about sidesaddle riding history, and what 
all those funny parts were for, we found ourselves mounting up!  I was lucky to discover that 
the old saddle of mine fit me and my horse! 

 Not as easy as it looks.  I’d say the group was 50/50 on who was intrigued and wanted 
to do more versus those that did not.  Two brave souls managed to canter.  Myself on a very 
ambitious horse was comfortable just to ride a few small airs above ground and master the 

trot. I managed to find muscles I did not know I had while 
sitting in this new position.  Those muscles continued to 
remind me of the experience for several days after!   

 Additional parts now ordered for my saddle and a 
habit in the making… practice I will!  Goal will be to ride 
aside with my club for our Opening Hunt in October!   

 

 

 

 


