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A Sermon Preached by Rev. Gregory Hall at Clarence Presbyterian on November 29, 2020. 
 

THE PROMISE OF LIBERATION 
 
God is to be trusted, the God who called you to have fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   I Corinthians 1:9 
  
 Today is the first Sunday of Advent.  Our theme for Advent is “Looking for the light which 
illumines the World.”  This Advent will be unlike any we have experienced in our lifetimes.  Many of 
our usual holiday traditions will be omitted this year because of the pandemic.   
 
 I am going to miss so many of the usual traditions.  One of the things that I look forward to 
at this time of the year is the music.  The BPO, schools and every other musical group host a 
variety of concerts during the month of December.  There is something about live music that lifts 
the spirit. The concert halls will be silent. 
 
 All kinds of Christmas gatherings will be either eliminated or scaled way back this season.  
Many of us look forward to these seasonal events where we reconnect with friends. 
 
 Even many family traditions will be altered this year.  We are being discouraged from having 
those huge family get togethers that help knit relationships between the generations. 
 
 Our Church will also be affected during this Advent/Christmas season.  The two big losses 
for me will be felt on the third and fourth Sundays of Advent.  We will not be able to have our big 
music Sunday with choir and orchestra.  We also cannot have a Christmas pageant this year.  We 
still do not know whether we will be able to have in person worship on Christmas Eve.  Most of us 
may be at home lighting candles singing “Silent Night” gathered around a computer screen. 
 
 The reality of this long Covid season reminds me of the description of Narnia found in The 
Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe written by C.S. Lewis. If you are not familiar with him, C. S. Lewis 
was an English Scholar at Oxford.  Lewis was born in Northern Ireland in 1898 and died on 
November 22, 1963.   He wrote on many subjects.  He wrote scholarly tomes on English literature 
and is considered one of the great scholars of the 20th Century.  Lewis also wrote theological works, 
fiction novels and children's books.   
 
 His series of children’s books are called Chronicles of Narnia.  These books are in part 
Christian allegories about some children's adventure in a land called Narnia. 
 
 The first book in the series is called The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.  In this book four 
children are evacuated from London to avoid the bombings during WW II.  They end up in a large 
house owned by a professor.  While exploring the house they come upon a wardrobe in the attic.  
When they enter the wardrobe, it leads to an enchanted land called Narnia.  Narnia is under the 
control of an evil witch.  Narnia is frozen in snow and ice.  A beaver tells Lucy that in Narnia “It is 
always winter and never Christmas.” I think that is a wonderful phrase that might describe some of 
our feelings over the next several weeks, it may well feel like it is always winter but never Christmas. 
 
 For Lewis this an analogy of sin.  Sin which keeps us from experiencing joy in life. In the story 
we learn that the citizens of Narnia are unable to overcome the witch under their own power.  Thus, 
they wait for the coming of the real Lord of Narnia, the great lion called Aslan.  Their only hope is 
focused on Aslan.   A group of beavers tell the children of an ancient rhyme: 
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 Wrong will be right when Aslan comes in sight, 
 At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more, 
 When he bares his teeth, winter meets it death 
 And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again. 
 
 All of Narnia looks forward to the return of Aslan and liberation from the white witch. 
 
 This rhyme reflects the message of the first Sunday in Advent.  This Sunday can often be one 
of the most uncomfortable Sundays in the Christian year for mainline Christians.  The Gospel 
readings assigned for this Sunday focus on the Second Coming of Christ.  Often, we tend to think that 
the Second Coming of Jesus is best left to the television preachers who seem to want to frighten 
people into faith.  There is a veritable industry of books and movies that focus on the end times.  We 
Presbyterians tend to want to let those we call fundamentalists handle the Second Coming, we will 
focus on the here and now.     
 
 This is possible for us to do almost every Sunday of the year.  But then we approach the First 
Sunday of Advent and the assigned readings from the lectionary Matthew, Mark and Luke will not let 
us forget this teaching.  They point us to the second coming of Jesus.  The Gospels remind us that 
Christ himself is the source of this teaching. Jesus told his disciples that at some time in the future, a 
time that he was not even sure about himself, the Son of Man would come in power.   
 
 One of the earliest prayers of the Christian Church was, "Come Lord Jesus."  Each time we 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper we hear these words, "As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim his death until he comes.”   
 
 Yet we mainline Christians continue to feel a little uncomfortable with this idea of the Second 
Coming of Jesus. There is, I believe, one main reason for our discomfort. The concept of the second 
coming challenges our confidence in our human ability to create a perfect world. 
 
 The doctrine of the second coming of Christ teaches us that only Jesus can set things right.  
The Kingdom will only come in its fullness through the power of Christ himself. I believe this promise 
of God comes to us as a word of hope when we recognize two other truths. 
 
 The first truth we need to face is that the kingdom of God is not here in its fullness.  Scott 
Peck's bestseller The Road Less Traveled begins with the words "Life is difficult."  One of the four 
noble truths of the Buddha is that "Life is suffering."  The Bible again and again reminds us that evil is 
a part of this world. 
 
 All the great teachers remind us that this world is not the kingdom of God.  You and I know this 
all too well ourselves. In the kingdom of God there would not be a pandemic threatening health and 
economic ruin. In a perfect world innocent people would not be shot by police and people would not 
burn down their own neighborhoods. If God's purposes were perfectly realized here on earth as it is in 
heaven, families would not be torn apart by divorce, and we would not lose our loved ones to death. 
 
 There are few people who would deny that this world as we experience it, is not perfect.   
 
 A second truth, which is more difficult for many western Christians to accept is that, we human 
beings cannot bring in the kingdom of God.  We cannot, through our own effort, create a utopia on 
earth.   
 
 The most powerful secular attempt to build heaven on earth was Marxism.  We should never 
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forget that Marxism had a great attraction for people because of its positive dream.  Marxism said that 
this world was imperfect, and it knew why.  The problems of this world were caused by the alienation 
of the workers from their labor.  Capitalists were exploiting labor causing poverty, violence and even 
war.   So, Marx and Lenin had a vision. If everyone owned all things in common, if we did away with 
private property, then society would become more just and peaceful.  It was even believed that 
human nature itself would be transformed by the new society.  Terms such as the New Soviet Man 
were used to describe this transformation. 
 
 Many of you might remember that the theory of Communism said that the extreme measures 
of a dictatorial state were only temporary.  As Communism changed men and women the state would 
whither away leaving a classless society of peace and good will. 
 
 This was the communist dream, a dream of a kingdom of heaven on earth.  It was a dream 
that captured the imagination of millions of people.  Yet this dream turned into a nightmare in which at 
least 100 million people were killed trying to make the vision a reality. 
 
 It has not only been Godless men and women who believed that they could bring in the 
kingdom.  Many Christian groups have also acted as if it was in their power to bring in the kingdom.  It 
is interesting to read the language used by Presbyterians and other Christians at the previous turn of 
the century. 
 
 In 1900 Christians were very optimistic that the Christian west would, through evangelism, 
education and technology, build a peaceful, prosperous world free of strife under the Lordship of 
Christ.   They spoke of Christians building the kingdom of God.  The world was getting better 
everyday through human effort inspired by the Gospel of love.  Progress replaced the second coming 
as the locus of hope. 
 
 A series of events over the last 100 years have shattered this hope. 
 
 Science and technology were viewed as an answer to all human suffering.  The sinking of the 
Titanic brought into question that technology could give complete protection from nature.  The 
development of the atom bomb caused many to realize that technological developments could be 
used for evil as well as good.  In recent days many wonder how genetic engineering might change 
humanity itself. 
 
 Other groups believed that the spreading of Christianity around the world would cause wars to 
cease.  Then 1914 happened.  It was the Christian nations of Europe that made war on each other.  A 
common faith could not keep these nations from a conflict in which millions lost their lives.  While 
there were many conflicts that Americans have since been involved in around the world, it was really 
September 11 that brought this truth home to Americans.  We are not immune to the reality of human 
conflict. 
 
 Many Protestant groups put their trust in education.  Evil was made synonymous with 
ignorance.  Thus, it was thought if we could develop enough programs of education, if minds could be 
molded then we could build the kingdom of God on earth.  A truly Christian nation could be 
established. After two centuries of mass education do we really believe that we have made progress 
in building the kingdom of God? 
 
 Some Christians put their trust in politics.  If we could just have good Christian leaders then we 
could reshape our nation into God’s kingdom on earth.  Whether it was the New Deal or the Great 
Society, people believed that Christian politicians could bring the new day.  These were secular 
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attempts to bring in the kingdom.  President Johnson thought it was in his power to end poverty, 
ignorance, violence and disease.  We have learned again the truth that we cannot create heaven on 
earth. 
 
 We can make progress, 
  we can attempt reforms,  
   we can ameliorate suffering  
    but we cannot bring in the kingdom.  
 
 Let me be very clear.  Even if every person in the world put his or her trust in Christ, we still 
could not build the kingdom on earth.  I do not doubt the world would be a better place to live.  There 
would be fewer problems.  Yet many problems would remain, for evil is in us.  Christians are not able, 
in this life, to fulfill completely the will of God.  There would still be failures, problems, natural disasters 
and human violence.  We cannot overcome sin fully in this life on our own. 
 
 Advent reminds us that our ultimate hope is grounded in God.  Jesus promised to return and 
bring his kingdom in its fullness. In the final book of the Chronicles, Narnia appears to be destroyed 
and then seems to reappear.  The children are told: 
 

Listen, Peter.  When Aslan said you could never go back to Narnia, he meant the Narnia 
you were thinking of.  But that was not the real Narnia.  That had a beginning and an 
end.  It was only a shadow or a copy of the real Narnia, which has always been here and 
always will be here:  just as our own world, England and all, is only a shadow or copy of 
something in Aslan’s real world.   
 

   The Scriptures are full of God's promise that the story of human life will have a happy ending in 
God’s kingdom which is more real than we experience in this life.  We are told that the Kingdoms of 
this earth will be the kingdoms of our Lord; we are told that every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus is Lord.  Jesus promised that he would come again in glory.  The end of the 
human story includes the promise of Jesus' return and the victory of goodness and love over the 
forces of darkness and evil. 
 
 On this Sunday you and I are called to place our ultimate hope in Jesus.  God calls on us to 
trust Jesus’ promise.  If we keep firm in our love of Christ, we shall be a part of that promised 
kingdom. 
 
 We know that this will not always be easy.  The world in which Jesus lived was full of war, 
violence, sickness and trouble.  We live in a world in which it seems at times that evil prospers.  The 
media bombards us with images of war, corruption and killing.  We experience misfortune ourselves.  
We know loss, sickness and disappointment. 
 
 Even as we live in this Advent where it seems “It is always winter and never Christmas.”, 
Paul encourages us to have hope.  The ground of that hope is God Himself. Jesus has promised us 
that all will come out right.  Christ has promised to come again to bring His kingdom in its fullness.  No 
matter what ups and downs we might see in the weeks, months and years ahead we can lean on this 
promise: 
 
God is to be trusted, the God who called you to have fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 


