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Richard Connolly, of Patagonia, has been 
working at the forge as a carriage smith and 
blacksmith, for 43 years, working mainly 
in Tucson and Patagonia, with a few years 
spent at the Grants Kohrs historic ranch in 
Montana. His work can be found in muse-
ums and in private collections around the 
country. 

He invited the community to come see a 
basic demonstration to commemorate his 
last week at his studio on Smelter Ave on 
Sept. 29. Connolly intends to build a new 
shop at Deep Dirt Institute, where he hopes 
to teach his craft.   

Photo by Robert Gay
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Patagonia Pie Auction

Santa Cruz County FairNew Year, New Programs 
at Area Schools 

Patagonia Library Honored

Patrons of the Patagonia Library already know that 
the Patagonia Library is a special place, but now this 
local treasure has been given national recognition. 
Library Journal announced that the Patagonia Library 
was one of only two libraries receiving an honorable 
mention award at the Association for Rural & Small 
Libraries conference in Springfield, IL. This award hon-
ors U.S. public libraries that “most profoundly demon-
strate outstanding service to populations of 25,000 or 
less.“

Librarian Abbie Zeltzer, encouraged to apply for the 
award by a colleague in Idaho, submitted an applica-
tion last summer. She credits several programs at the 
library for influencing the judges to select the 
Patagonia Library. “They were impressed with the part-
nerships that we maintain with the Patagonia Creative 
Arts Center, with Borderlands Restoration Network 
(BRN), the Patagonia Museum and the Patagonia 
Senior Center,” she said. “They were impressed with 
our Voices for Young Authors program and how it has 
evolved over the last 7 years.”

“They were also impressed with our Semilloteca 
seed planting library. Working with BRN we created 
a series of bilingual YouTube videos that highlight 
dryland gardening, seed saving, pollinators, milkweed 
propagation and gardening for honey bees,” she add-
ed. 

Zeltzer also mentioned the summer lunch program 

at the library, which served close to 1000 lunches this 
summer, the Three Sisters Gardening program for kids, 
retired librarian Cynthia Berk’s “Short Attention Span” 
discussion group series, and pop-up libraries at the 
Senior Center lunches as programs that impressed the 
judges.  

The Library’s Community Webs Project was also 
cited in the announcement of the award. “Patagonia 
was the smallest library in the United States selected 
by the Internet Archive to be part of its Community 
Webs project and develop expertise in web archiving,” 
the article stated. 

Several new programs are in the works for the 
library. “I was inspired by a program at the conference 
to create a coding club for middle school students next 
summer,” she said. Assistant librarian Laura Wenzel will 
be installing a grant funded ‘Story Walk’ in the town 
park, the gardening program and the web archives 
collection will be expanded, and a special collection is 
being compiled of nationally recognized authors who 
have focused attention on this area and the border-
lands. 

The Patagonia Library is supported by funds from 
the Town of Patagonia, the County general fund, and 
the Friends of Patagonia Library. “I want to thank the 
community for its support,” Zeltzer said. “Without 
them the library would not have evolved to be what it 
is today.

Photo by Matthew Brown
The Patagonia Library has been recognized as one of the best small libraries in the nation
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Elgin, Patagonia, Sonoita region.
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The Patagonia Regional Times is excited to announce 
that our new and improved website is live with this issue! 
Visit www.patagoniaregionaltimes.org to read the current 
issue and see a whole myriad of pages with information, 
pictures, and ways to interact with us. You can access our 
“What’s New?” page and stay up to date during the month 
with blog posts, and our monthly event calendar. There is 
information about how to Contribute towards our opera-
tional costs, and you can get involved by Sending us News 
Tips. You can also reach us by phone now and leave us a 
message at 740-206-9594.

When you click “Connect to the PRT” you can join our 
email list, which we hope to use in the near future for mid-
month updates directly into your inbox. 

We have created the website to be an enjoyable, inter-
active experience for you, and we welcome your feedback 
through email or through the Contact Us form on the new 

website.  
Along with the website, we aim to increase our online 

presence through our Facebook Page. If you are a 
Facebook user simply Like our page: www.facebook.com/
patagoniaregionaltimes where we highlight local news and 
events.  

This past year the PRT has been rolling out our strate-
gic goals as an organization. Starting as a volunteer-based 
newspaper we have grown to four part-time paid staff, a 
very active Board and an Editorial Team that brings your 
news to you every month. 

As the only local news resource for the Mountain 
Empire communities we hope to use the website and our 
Facebook page for important announcements, news, and 
event reminders throughout the month to enhance our 
service to you.  

         Contact us through our website www.patagoniaregionaltimes.org 

      Email: prteditor@gmail.com 

      Phone: 740-206-9594,or PO Box 1073, Patagonia, 85624

Patagonia Regional Times 
Your Community, Your News, Your Website

In the August/September issue of this publication, 
Charlee Farley respectfully pleaded for the community 
to reject the No Border Wall referendum on the grounds 
that it would serve “no purpose but to divide our commu-
nity unnecessarily.” Others in the community forcefully 
asserted that the border wall is a national political issue 
on which the town officials had no business taking action 
or even discussing in town council meetings. Still others 
posited that the town had no right to speak for them.

I suspect that Farley’s opinion that the referendum 
would only continue to divide us may be close to the 
truth, but that may depend on what we do with our dif-
ferences. No matter which side we stand on, if all we do 
is simply accuse those on the other side of being wrong, 
narrow-minded or stupid, we indeed widen the gulf. If, on 
the other hand, we earnestly try to see where we may find 

common ground, we may come to a better understanding 
of how we can work together to, as Farley says, “keep our 
community neutral from the hatred that has crept into our 
country.”  
     As for those who believe the town officials have no 
business taking action on national political issues, I believe 
just the opposite. I believe all citizens have the right to ask 
their elected officials to take a stand on any issue of impor-
tance whether it has local, state, national or international 
implications. This is especially true when it concerns the 
adoption of public policy that affects how we live together 
and the expenditure of tax dollars derived from all of us. 
Further, those who say the town had no right to speak for 
them should realize that the town speaks for them every 
time the council takes a vote on any matter. We elect our 
officials to speak for us. Sometimes we like what they say 
on our behalf, sometimes we don’t.

September 16, 2018 - A man was attacked by a black bear, outside of Patagonia, off Harshaw Road. Arizona Game & 
Fish informed the community of the incident with instructions on what to do if you encounter a bear. We will post up-
dates on this story, and others, on our website and Facebook Page.  

By Bob Brandt

Stories We Are Following

Finding Common ground     
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ADVERTISE YOUR
ENTERPRISE
IN THE PRT
The best way to let
locals know you’re
in business !

Contact Janie Trafton, PRT Ad Manager
520-604-7390 or prtads@gmail.com
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Property owners in Patagonia who 
purchase flood insurance through the 
National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) on or after October 1, 2018 will 
receive a 5% discount on their premi-
ums, thanks to the hard work, perse-
verance and research undertaken by 
town resident Murphy Musick. 

Because of his efforts, the town 
was recently notified that it had been 
approved to participate in the FEMA 
Community Rating System (CRS) for 
determining flood insurance and has 
been designated a Class 9 community. 
This means that property owners in 
town who purchase flood insurance 
through the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) on or after October 
1, 2018 will receive a 5% discount on 
their premiums. 

Class 9 is just the beginning if 
Musick gets his wish. Each level brings 
another 5% premium reduction. 
Musick’s goal is to get the town to 
Class 7 by October 1, 2019. To get 
there, the town will need to add at 
least an additional 838 points to its 
current total of 662, about half of 
which derive from the town’s partici-
pation in the open space preservation 
(OSP). 

As the town’s designated CRS 
Coordinator, with the assistance of 
town and county staff and Flood and 
Flow Committee members, Musick will 
focus on several categories of activities 
as the most likely sources of additional 
points. These include (1) expanding the 
OSP designation, especially by getting 
private landowner participation; (2) 
documenting flood response resources 
already in place such as the Communi-
ty Emergency Response Team (CERT); 
and (3) implementing a Program of 
Public Information (PPI). The latter has 
already been set in motion with the 
town council’s approval of a PPI com-
mittee that will work closely with the 
Flood and Flow Committee.

“The town and county staff have 
really been helpful in putting the ap-

plication together,” Musick stated. The 
town approved a resolution on June 27 
reaffirming “that the town parks and 
community garden plots are to remain 
as a permanent open space.”  

The county’s GIS mapping staff 
assisted in identifying additional open 
space properties, within the town 
boundaries, that could qualify for in-
clusion in the CRS program. The county 
also has links on its website to a range 
of documents that property owners 
can access to learn how to improve 
both their own and the town’s flood 
preparedness. Their continuing help 
will be instrumental in reaching the 
1500-point milestone Musick has set 
for next year.

Musick became involved in this 
project after he and wife, Kate, were 
unexpectedly advised that their house 
on Santa Rita Avenue was in the flood-
plain and they would have to purchase 
flood insurance. After getting over 
the shock, he converted his anger to 
action. He researched the NFIP and 
FEMA’s methods for determining 
which properties are in the floodplain 
and convinced them that his home 
was not at risk. In taking on FEMA, he 
paved the way for many more home-
owners to benefit from FEMA’s revi-
sion to the town’s floodplain map.

This year’s 5% discount on premi-
ums won’t save customers much, as 
flood insurance premiums are project-
ed to go up by as much as 25% a year, 
but the pain of paying for premiums 
would be more severe if the town 
weren’t participating in the CRS. 

Efforts to attain the premium re-
ductions ultimately reduce the risk of 
flood damage for all property owners, 
not just those who purchase flood 
insurance. That makes Musick feel very 
good about the work he’s put into this 
project. Now he wants to encourage 
area residents to educate themselves,  
to protect their own homes and to 
support community-wide efforts to 
reduce the risk of flood-related loss. 

Town Qualifies for Flood
Insurance Discount
By Bob Brandt

Dark blue indicates high flood hazard areas in Patagonia. 

Voters in the Patagonia Union High 
School District, which includes Patago-
nia, Sonoita and Elgin, will be voting 
in the November election whether to 
approve or reject the school district 
becoming a member of the Cochise 
Career Technical Education District 
(CTED). If the ballot question is ap-
proved, the district will fund the pro-
gram by raising property taxes $.005 
per $100 secondary assessed valua-
tion, or $5.00 per $100,000 assessed 
value. 

If approved, the school would col-
lect from Cochise CTED $1309 per stu-
dent enrolled in a qualifying program 
to fund materials, equipment, supplies 
and activities. It cannot be used for 
existing salaries. “The benefit to join-
ing would be to be able to offer more 
programs,” Amanda Zamudio, the 
agricultural science teacher at PUHS, 
said. “This opportunity will allow us 
to offer more vocational education at 
PUHS and the funding is imperative for 
sustaining and building our programs.” 
CTED also offers training for teachers, 
and curriculum development.

“The goal is to have students 
equipped with the materials that they 
will see on the job. The ultimate goal is 
to make programs mirror the industry,” 
said Joel Todd, director of the Cochise 
CTED program. “Our students need the 
work place skills to help them succeed, 
no matter what their future profession 
or career might be.”

Students would also be able to en-
roll in distance learning classes, where 
they actively participate in real time 
with the teacher, at Cochise College 

through the CTED district. Courses 
offered include instruction in the 
building trades, culinary arts, comput-
er science, engineering, law and public 
safety, and nursing services. Students 
will receive college credit for many of 
these courses. 

At present, PUHS is the only high 
school in Santa Cruz County that is 
not participating in the CTED program, 
according to Zamudio. All ten high 
schools in Cochise County are enrolled 
in the program.                           

Opponents to the ballot question 
feel that residents in the district are 
already being overtaxed by the coun-
ty. “That is a non-starter as far as I’m 
concerned,” Matt Parrilli, of Elgin, said. 
He would like to see the Santa Cruz 
Community College “morphed” into 
a CTED center for the county. “We 
already have a community college we 
are paying through the nose for,” he 
said. “Don’t raise the taxes. Take the 
existing tax we are already paying and 
use that to support the CTED pro-
gram.” 

Liz Collier, registrar at PUHS and a 
board member of the Santa Cruz 
County Provisional College, stated  
that CTED programs and community 
colleges comprise separate taxing 
districts with different missions. CTEDs 
are administered through high schools, 
as they are designed to supplement 
programs offered at the secondary 
level. CTED’s are independent school 
districts, meant to bring in additional 
resources to local high schools to sup-
port workforce programs.

  

CTED Funding for PUHS 
on Nov. Ballot By Marion Vendituoli

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
PUHS is seeking voter approval to join the Cochise  CTED program to fund 
workforce training for its students.
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Water Matters More!

photo ©2018 The Arizona Board of Regents on behalf of The University of Arizona

  After fifteen years, Windsong 
Peace and Leadership Center, locat-
ed at Lake Patagonia closed its doors 
in September. The center, which has 
trained thousands of young people 
from around the country, was located 
in the home of the late Virginia 
Benderly in the Patagonia Lake area. 

Windsong was part of “Me to We” 
a global non-profit organization, head-
quartered in Toronto, Canada. “Me 
to We” was founded by Craig & Marc 
Kielburger, who oversee a “family of 
organizations dedicated to the power 
of WE, a movement of people coming 
together to change the world. In the 
United States, Canada and the United 
Kingdom, WE Schools and WE Day pro-
vide comprehensive service learning 
programs to 10,000 schools, engaging 
2.4 million young change-makers.”

Windsong came to be part of the 
WE story in 2003 when Virginia “Gini” 
Benderly opened her home to Leader-
ship Camps. Windsong shared, “Gini 
was an artist, author, composer and 
musician who supported many causes 
and became like family to Craig 
Kielburger, Co-Founder of the organi-
zation, due to their shared passion for 
empowering youth to be social leaders 
of their generation. Through collabora-
tion and a shared vision with Gini, the 
Windsong Peace and Leadership Center 
was born, and has been home to some 

of the most inspiring and transforma-
tional programming, hosting over 4,000 
youth over the years.”

Windsong leadership trainings tack-
led important issues such as border 
migration, climate and environment, 
and social justice with the youth who 
spent up to one week at the Center. 
Most of the students came from urban 
areas around the country or Canada, 
and Windsong was their first time in 
a natural setting and first exposure 
to borderland politics, ecology and 
culture.  

Windsong Management shared that 
it was an incredibly difficult decision 
to close the doors of Windsong. They 
hope that they can “under the leader-
ship of Erin Blanding, one of the bright-
est leaders in service-learning program 
development and an incredible friend 
and mentor at Windsong, infuse the 
learnings and experiences from Wind-
song to all of our programs in Canada 
and the United States.”

Further, “WE will be working to de-
velop a legacy project to ensure Gini’s 
memory” and “Erin and her team will 
be working on expanding the richness 
born at Windsong to a global scale, 
elevating our key programs through 
the WE Global Learning Centre, camp 
programming, leadership training, and 
other amazing offerings. We know she 
will make Gini proud.”

Windsong Center Closes
By Aisha Chapra Sander

Contributed Photo 
Students participate in a yoga class as part of their training at the recently 
closed Windsong Peace and Leadership Center near Patagonia Lake.

The Elgin Sonoita Cowbelles, aided 
by the Elgin School 8th graders and 
PUHS FFA students, organized games, 
reptile exhibits, and shared facts about 
ranching and the beef industry to 204 
students from Elgin and Patagonia 
Schools at Ranch Rodeo Day, August 31. 

Local rancher Tom Hardesty, the 
Sonoita Elgin Fire District, the 
Huachuca Area Herpetological Assn., 
Sonoita Rodeo Royalty, AZ Farm Bureau, 
AZ Milk Producers, Pro Rodeo Cowboys 
Assn., the U.S. Forest Service, Allflex, AZ 
Beef Council and the American 
Hereford Assn., all donated supplies 
and/or time to support this event.

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 

2nd grader Colin Lindsey comes dressed 
for Elgin School’s Ranch Rodeo Day.



PA G E  5           PA T A G O N I A  R E G I O N A L  T I M E S           O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8

AUTHENTIC TRADITION 
MEETS UNSPOILED 

ADVENTURE

Arizona’s Sky Islands provide a winter vacation backdrop that’s 
thousands of acres wide. Lope through desert lowlands, explore 
unspoiled beauty, dine fi ne. This is the complete getaway. One 
you will always treasure.

www.circlez.com
info@circlez.com
888-854-2525

Circle Z Ranch
Patagonia, Arizona
Arizona’s original guest ranch

Beginning October 4, 2018 admis-
sion fees will increase at The Nature 
Conservancy's Patagonia-Sonoita 
Creek Preserve in Patagonia as well 
as the Ramsey Canyon Preserve near 
Hereford. The reason for the increase 
is to keep up with the continual rising 
operational costs of the preserves and 
to keep them on a solid financial foot-
ing. This will be the first increase since 
2013. 

New Rates, effective October 4, 
2018: Daily rate (good for 7 days) $8, 
Non-members/ $5, Members, Under 12 
free, Annual pass $55 (covers RCP and 
PSCP, for 2 adults). Member rates still 
apply for Santa Cruz/Cochise County 
residents and we will continue 

to offer free admission to Patagonia 
residents. Daily Two-Preserve passes 
for both locations will no longer be 
available. 

We truly appreciate all the past and 
future support from our community. 

Marty Lawrence 
Manager, The Nature Conservancy's 
Patagonia-Sonoita Creek Preserve

Letters to the editor
Fees To Increase

The Future of the 
Fall Festival 

Patagonia and Eastern Santa Cruz 
County are losing what small amount 
of political influence it had. First, the 
County government decided to close 
its JP District 2 office in Sonoita. And 
now we have the Patagonia Fall Festi-
val excluding any political involvement 
at the Festival, eliminating a presence 
that is almost as old as the Festival 
itself. 

It is concerning for our democracy 
that there are fewer opportunities 
for elected officials and candidates 
to meet with the public. My feeling 
is that Patagonia is not Oro Valley, 
St.Philips in the Hills, or Tubac.

The Fall Festival has succeeded by 

being eclectic and political involve-
ment has been a positive part thereof. 
The key question is: Is the Patagonia 
Fall Festival to be a welcoming com-
munity event or a regional venue dedi-
cated solely to the Arts and Culture?

My suggestion is that before ex-
tending the contract with SAACA that 
the Town of Patagonia secure pro-
posals from a broader range of event 
organizers. And that interested citizens 
from eastern Santa Cruz County be 
able to comment on the proposals.

I know one Tucson based events 
organizer who would organize an inclu-
sive neighborly program which would 
welcome political participation.

Emmett McLoughlin
Sonoita  

CounCiL notes
Charlee Farley asked again at the 

August 8 council meeting that the 
town do something about feral cats. 
In response to her plea for action, 
retired veterinarian Steve Finch 
spoke about the complexity of the 
problem of controlling feral cats 
including possible high costs and dif-
ficulty in identifying which cats are 
feral and which are not. A Feral Cat 
Task Force was then established to 
look into possible courses of action 
and make recommendations at a 
future council meeting. Farley and 
Finch agreed to serve on the task 
force along with India Aubrey.

Also at the August 8 meeting, 
Ms. Aubrey requested that council 
postpone the primary vote on the 
No Border Wall Referendum be-
cause of confusion about what a yes 
vote would mean. Council declined 
to take the requested action. De-
spite the confusion, the townsfolk 
approved the referendum at the 
ballot box on August 28 and council 
put the divisive issue aside until the 
September 26 meeting when they 
debated approval of a No Border 
Wall resolution drafted by Mayor Ike 
Isakson from documents adopted by 
several cities in the Southwest. The 
discussion elicited some comments 
from the audience that the town 
had no business discussing national 
political matters of this kind, but the 

discourse was civil and the resolution 
was adopted unanimously.

The September 26 session also saw 
extended discussion on two issues 
related to this year’s Patagonia Fall 
Festival: limitations on participation of 
political organizations and candidates 
and the closure of streets adjacent to 
the event. 

On behalf of both major parties, 
Republican Party member Emmett 
McLoughlin, speaking during the call 
to the public, expressed concern about 
the rules that will restrict political 
participation at this year’s festival and 
requested that the council set up a 
committee to look at what is the ap-
propriate role of political organizations 
in that event. Shelby Scheer, speaking 
for the festival sponsor, Southern 
Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance 
(SAACA), replied that SAACA had made 
a good faith but unsuccessful effort to 
reach a compromise, but experience 
throughout the industry has shown 
that politics and art festivals are not 
compatible. Council took no action on 
McLoughlin’s request.

When Vice Mayor Andy Wood 
raised concern for how closing McK-
eown Avenue would negatively affect 
small businesses on that street, Mayor 
Isakson and Marshall Joe Patterson 
clarified that the closure would be a 
soft one, meaning people who want 
to shop at stores on the closed streets 
would be allowed to drive to those 
establishments.

By Bob Brandt and Robert Gay

No Border Wall Resolution
The following resolution was adopted by the Mayor and Town Council of 

Patagonia on September 26, 2018:

The Town of Patagonia hereby urges you to reject funding that would ex-
pand the border wall along the Southern border.

Patagonia welcomes refugees and immigrants and we urge you to reflect 
these values.

The wall is contrary to what makes this country great and stymies efforts to 
protect our friends, our neighbors, our colleagues, ourselves and our vibrant 
border communities and borderlands.

Patagonia is concerned that important environmental laws that keep us 
safe, like the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act, have been 
waived to build these walls. Please focus funding instead on protecting our 
land, environment and people.

We should be creating jobs and rebuilding our failing infrastructure. 
Congress should invest in our families, our children, our health, and our fu-
ture.
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Patricia Kathleen “PK” McMahon passed away 
peacefully on August 20, 2018, in Patagonia, Arizona, 
surrounded by her beloved husband, children, and 
grandchildren. She had bravely battled Parkinson’s 
disease for many years. 

PK was born on July 13, 1943, in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, the first child of Mary Jane and Irving R. Perkin. 
An Army Air Corps “brat” from the start, she attended 
many schools in the United States and Europe and 
was forever after adaptable to new environments. She 
made friends easily and held both family and friends 
close even when great distances separated them. Her 
friends found it interesting to learn her father was 
a co-founder of the Pima Air and Space Museum in 
Tucson. 

She met and married Air Force Captain James V. 
McMahon in Wiesbaden, Germany, in 1966. Their 52 
years of marriage were enriched beyond measure by 
their children, Paisley Jane McGuire (of Patagonia) and 
Peter Bernard McMahon (of Fort Wayne, Indiana); 
Paisley’s husband Matt and children Grace Kathleen, 
Cole James, and Madeline Elizabeth; and Peter’s wife 
Karen and children Evan Drake and Jack Ryan. 

She is survived also by her brother, Dr. Robert F. 
Perkin of Tucson (and his sons Daniel Joseph, David 
Andrew, and John Robert), and her sister, Nancy Perkin 
Beaumont of Chicago (Paul Pomerantz).  

A talented artist, calligrapher, interior designer, and 
event organizer, PK joined forces with three partners 
to hold an annual holiday crafts fair, “Rainbow’s End,” 
in Phoenix and Scottsdale for fourteen years.  She en-
joyed helping others, and for several years worked and 
taught at Parents’ Anonymous in Phoenix.

After her children left home, she completed her col-
lege education at Arizona State University, graduating 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree (summa cum laude). 
PK had a unique gift for words, and she completed her 
career as an editor for the book division of Arizona 
Highways. She retired in 2006 and she and Jim moved 
to Patagonia the following year.

PK loved and was loved. She will be remembered 
always for her wisdom, grace, and kindness.

PK asked that donations be made in her name to 
either the Santa Cruz Foundation for the Performing 
Arts (www.scfpapresents.org): P.O. Box 875; Patagonia, 
AZ 85624 or the Pima Air and Space Museum (pimaair.
org).

Phillis Ann Moutray, beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother passed away 
June 21, 2018 at home in the Sawtooth mountains 
of Idaho. She was 78 years old. Phillis was born on 
March 14, 1940 to Lawrence and Dorothy Davis in 
Carlsbad, New Mexico. She graduated from Carls-
bad High School in 1958. Phillis enjoyed spending 
time with her friends Dona and Carlyn at the Ar-
rowhead having cake and listening to the jukebox 
and attending Campfire Camp in the Sacramento 
Mountains in the summers where she participated 
in many activities including hiking, horseback rid-
ing, cooking outside and performing original skits. 

She married Jim B. Moutray Jr. on Christmas Day 
1960 in Carlsbad, New Mexico. After their wedding 
they lived at the Moutray Brothers Seven Rivers 
farm where Jim B. helped to run operations. Phillis 
and Jim welcomed six children; Lorie, Jamie, Corey, 
Amy, Jason and Anne. They made their home for 
many years in Ames, Iowa. The couple have lived 
in Sonoita seven months a year for the last twelve 
years.

Phillis is survived by her husband of 58 years, 
children, Lorie (Michael) Kampf, Corey (Christina) 
Moutray, Amy Moutray, Jason (Susie) Moutray 
and Anne (Tyler) Arndt; grandchildren, Heath-
er Jackson; Noah Carson; Kate (Connor) Brown; 
Maddie Moutray; Forest Winter; Quinn Arndt; Lily 
Moutray; Sami B. Moutray; Ben Arndt; great-grand-
children Elayna Brown; Hewitt Brown.

Phillis was preceded in death by her parents 
Lawrence and Dorothy Davis and daughter Jamie 
Moutray.

Charles Ronald “Ron” Hummel of Cornwall 
Bridge, CT, died peacefully at age 80, on Septem-
ber 8th, 2018. Ron was born and raised in Detroit, 
MI. Ron raised his family in New Canaan, CT and 
retired in Cornwall Bridge, CT and Patagonia, AZ. 
He is survived by his beloved wife of 55 years, Anne 
Steele Hummel; his children Cynthia Hummel Weeks 
(Donald); Krista Hummel Burdick (Christopher); 
Hans Charles Hummel (Christine); his grandchildren, 
Russell, Meghan and Nathan Weeks; Skylar and Shea 
Burdick; Lily, Charlie and Lucy Hummel; his siblings, 
Anne Patricia Arrazola; Barbara Gale Nill (Kenneth); 
and Gary Robert Hummel. He is predeceased by his 
parents, Charles and Anne Hummel and his twin 
brother, Richard Brian Hummel. 

In 1960, he graduated from Princeton Universi-
ty’s Woodrow Wilson School and Harvard Business 
School in 1962. He was an impressive athlete and 
was captain of his wrestling team at Princeton. Ron 
had a successful career as a Financial Executive at 
General Foods (KraftHeinz) in their Maxwell House 
Division. After his retirement he pursued his passion 
for environmental education and attended South-
ern Connecticut University. Ron and Anne retired 
in Patagonia, AZ and Cornwall Bridge, CT where he 
enjoyed wide open spaces, fresh air, hiking, swim-
ming, running, birding, rafting, canoeing, kayaking, 
horseback riding and his many dogs. He was an avid 
volunteer in both CT and AZ and spent countless 
hours educating adults, students and children on 
the environment at the Sharon Audubon Center, 
White Memorial Conservation Center, Patagonia 
State Park and Ramsey Canyon Preserve. Moreover, 
he started Friends of Sonoita Creek in Patagonia, AZ 
and was recently Chairman of the Cornwall Conser-
vation Commission. Ron loved spending time with 
Anne, his children, grandchildren and relished in 
planning family vacations and campouts. He created 
long lasting memories for his family and friends and 
will be greatly missed by all. A private celebration 
of Ron’s life will be planned. Those who so desire, 
may make donations in memory of Ron to White 
Memorial Conservation Center, 80 Whitehall Road, 
P.O. Box 368 Litchfield, CT 06759; Sharon Audubon 
Center, 325 Cornwall Bridge Road, Sharon, CT 06096; 
Friends of Sonoita Creek P.O. Box 4508, Rio Rico, AZ 
85648. 

PhiLLis Ann
moutrAy

mArCh 14, 1940 - June 21, 2018

PAtriCiA kAthLeen
Perkin mCmAhon

JuLy 13, 1943 - August 20, 2018

ChArLes ronALd
hummeL
sePt. 8, 2018

       Sunday Service 10 a.m.             Thrift Shop Hours 
          Fellowship follows               Friday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
      Sunday School, Nursery,       Saturday 10 a.m. -2 p.m. 
                Bible Study 

PATAGONIA COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
                    387 McKeown Avenue    394-2274 
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OPINION & COMMENT • OPINION & COMMENT • OPINION & COMMENT

LIFE AMONG THE HUMANS

By Martin Levowitz

APPLes y 
nArAnJAs

By Cassina Farley

Joy

It is our objective as a community 
newspaper to  present many views to our 

readers. The opinions expressed do not 
necessarily represent the views of this 

publication. If you would like to contribute 
your opinion or commentary to PRT, please 

send your article, in MS Word, to 
prteditor@gmail.com.

PRT reserves the right to edit all submittals 
for language, length, and content.

The terms 
Liberal and Con-
servative used 
to mean some-

thing. Now they're merely clumsy cudgels to berate 
those whom they name. Commentators on both 
sides of the news carry on like rude, spiteful chil-
dren, ceaselessly demeaning the other side. Unless 
you're content with predictable spin, you'd have to 
be loony to tune to Fox News on the self-righteous 
Right, or MS-pinko-NBC at the other extreme. Re-
member Objectivity? Well, sad to say, it went away.

No issue has exemplified today's polarized polit-
ical debate more than immigration, which remains 
a hostile impasse that resists all compromise. One 
reason the puzzle is so hard to solve - both here 
and abroad - is that its two main elements are not 
on the same plane, not in the same domain. One 
side's about compassion and/or "basic decency.” 

(Helping those who need help.) 
The other side is practical and 
economical: How many people 

can fit in this boat, and will there 
be enough to eat? Because of 
this, the problem doesn't yield 
to compromise. No matter how 
cogent your arguments are, they 
don't really answer the other 

side's questions at all.
Sympathy and compassion are defining human 

traits. When someone's in danger, or hurting, or ill, 
most human beings will feel for them - that's what 
sym-pathize means. A Chinese artist, AI Wei Wei, 
produced a movie recently entitled "Human Flow," 
filmed in 11 different countries by 11 different direc-
tors. It doesn't judge or criticize; it simply documents 
the growing glut of refugees and the rampant insta-
bility - military, political, and environmental - which 
forces folks to take their kids, and grandma, and the 
goat and run away. 

The news, she is not good, my friend. At present, 
there are 68.5 million refugees worldwide, and their 
number increases by 35,000 each day. AND THEIR 
NUMBER INCREASES BY 35,000 EACH DAY! Can you 
hear? Do you care? If not now, you will soon. Let's go 
live on the moon!

Economics is essentially a question of resources 
and the distribution of resources. Sentiment is not 
part of it. No successful organism, including this 

nation, can afford to be careless about its boundar-
ies. You can't remain healthy if you have big holes in 
your skin; your finite wealth starts seeping out and 
pathogens creep in. We must control our borders to 
survive. The wealthy countries, like the USA and 
Germany, must look like Heaven - well-stocked lar-
ders and/or hospitals - to desperate folks who've left 
their homes to flee from cartels, warfare, drought, 
starvation and disease. No one with any decency can 
be immune to images of frightened children drown-
ing out at sea, or horrid stories we've all heard of 
parents murdered right before their stricken chil-
dren's eyes - or vice V. 

Someone was saying, recently, that the difference 
between Democrats and Republicans - or between 
Liberals and Conservatives - is the difference be-
tween generosity and practicality. According to that 
paradigm, the Liberal declares: "Mi Casa Es Su Casa.  
Come in, you're welcome here!" Conservatives, 
more cautious, on the other hand proclaim: "Mi Casa 
Es Mi Casa. Go on back to Venezuela, get a job, and 
build your own." (Is that like telling hungry dogs to 
go and build a bone?)

We remain at Square One and the impasse per-
sists. There are very good reasons, in practical terms, 
for both locking the door and/or building a wall, 
and good reasons - in moral, compassionate terms 
- to open wide our hearts and minds to those who 
struggle to survive. Like us, they want to keep their 
kids alive.

There’s a 
few of us out 
there that can 
say we are 
over sched-
uled - far too 
many clubs, 
board meet-
ings, fundrais-
ers and social 

engagements. 
This past month was no exception for me. I go on 

and on about how busy I am but make no real plans 
to unload any of my many commitments. Now I sit 
here dead tired from running around the county fair 
all weekend chasing 4-H kids and carrying turkeys. I 
came home each night covered in a fine layer of dirt, 
dried Bermuda grass in my ears and feet so sore I 
limped in the door. 

I left for the fair Friday morning swearing it would 
be my last. “I just can’t keep doing all of this stuff” I 
said as Zach smirked. My resolve was steadfast that 

Friday. I was going to give it up. Check it off my list. 
They would just have to find another leader and I 
would finally have all that precious free time I was 
needing. 

Then Saturday came and blew that plan out of 
the water. I LOVE THE FAIR. More specifically I love 
4-H poultry shows and little kids carrying animals 
twice their size in front of crowds without a care 
in the world. I love their smiles when they win 
and their tough hearts when they don’t. I love fair 
cheeseburgers and the sound of milk cows bellowing 
in the barn hungry, because the kid that was sup-
posed to feed them is riding the ferris wheel instead. 

I love the fair because of all the families who are 
there camped out in the field sharing meals and 
drinks and stories awaiting that buckle or ribbon or 
that big auction pay day. All of them talking about 
how they’re all going to do it again next year. 

On that Saturday I walked out of the show ring 
with such joy in my heart. I returned to the tent with 
the kids who had just competed and watched as they 
tied their ribbons on their pens and cages. 

Zach knew I wouldn’t give it up. When something 
gives you joy, do it even if it covers you in a fine layer 
of dirt and fills your ears with bermuda grass. Do it 
even if it makes you dead tired and gives you sore 
feet. Do it because joy is hard to come by and lasts 

longer than any free time that you think you may 
need. Kids and chickens and 4-H fair cheeseburgers 
are about all I need. All of my other joyless commit-
ments, you’re on notice.
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By Francesca Claverie

BRN Focusing on Agave, 
Bat Conservation 

There are almost 30 species of bats 
in Arizona and all of them eat insects 
except for two nectar feeders, Cho-
eronycteris mexicana (Mexican long-
tongued bat) and Leptonycteris yerba-
buenae, (lesser long nosed bat). Nectar 
feeding bats are little nighttime plant 
pollinators that follow the blooming 
cycles of mostly succulent blooms like 
agave and cacti from Mexico in the 
winter, to the very southern tips of the 
U.S. in the summer. 

The Sky Islands in southern 
Arizona are considered important ar-
eas in need of conservation to support 
pollinator populations, specifically the 
lesser long nosed bat. This bat was 
recently taken off the Endangered Spe-
cies list even though its nectar source 
is stressed. 

Here in Santa Cruz County the 
important agave species for bat nectar 
are Agave parryi and Agave palmeri. 
Agave faces threats such as climate 
change, land development, and wild 
harvest of agaves for bacanora pro-
duction, the regional mescal produced 
from agaves in Sonora, which is sold 
within Sonora as well as all over the 
United States. 

Borderlands Restoration Network 
(BRN) is working on many aspects of 
these threats to agave through part-
nerships with multiple organizations 
and volunteers. BRN is working with 
the National Phenology Network and 
their “Flowers for Bats” campaign. 
This campaign recruits volunteers to 
track the flowering cycle of the native 
agaves in our region. As the global 
temperatures change so do plants, and 
many adapt by flowering earlier. Sci-
entists are worried that bat migration 
schedules won’t be able to keep up 
with the change, meaning thousands 
of migrating bats will be going hungry 
as they hit the grasslands only to find 
agaves that have already flowered and 
are already starting to seed.  

BRN’s biggest agave collaboration 
is with Bat Conservation International 
(BCI) and the #agavesforbats campaign 

which is supporting on-the-ground 
restoration of regionally sourced 

agaves from seeds and pups in the 
southwest U.S. and northwestern 
Mexico. These restoration efforts are 
meant to balance out the destruction 
of agaves for industrial and residential 
land use in the U.S. and the wild har-
vest of agaves for bacanora.  

The BRN’s Native Plant Materials 
Program (NPM) is collecting seed and 
propagating thousands of agaves for 
restoration. The NPM is staffed by 
Allegra Mount, Francesca Claverie, 
Perin McNelis, Travis Gerckens, Aishah 
Lurry, and Andrea Fleder, all residents 
of Patagonia. 

The NPM is also organizing out-
reach efforts in collaboration with BCI 
in Sonora, Mexico by partnering with 
Colectivo Sonora Silvestre, a group of 
students and alumni from the Universi-
ty of Sonora in Hermosillo, to organize 
two workshops this fall and winter. 
One workshop will be aimed at com-
municating the threats and issues of 
agave and bat restoration in the U.S. 
and Sonora and the other will start a 
dialogue with bacanora producers and 
agave growers in Sonora to promote 
agave and bat conservation. 

Through Borderlands Restoration 
Network’s partnerships and collabora-
tion there is hope to make a difference 
in the long-term availability of agaves 
on the landscape to support the bats 
as well as all their other important 
ecological functions.  

If you wish to support these efforts 
you can donate money to Bat Conser-
vation International’s Agaves For Bats 
campaign and to Borderlands Resto-
ration Network, volunteer your time 
planting agaves and helping at our 
NPM volunteer days, or plant native 
agaves in your yard and keep your 
hummingbird feeders full during bat 
migration.  To learn more about any 
aspects of this work you can email hor-
ticulture@borderlandsrestoration.org.

Approximately 70 people, from 2 
weeks to 90+ years of age, gathered in 
the community garden on Sept. 8 for 
the 13th annual Patagonia Pie Auction 
fundraiser. Tables, chairs & people 
were spread out under the trees and 
on the ramada of the town’s garden. 
Barbecue grills, serving tables and a 
cash bar dispensed food & drink, and 
auctioneer Dean Fish got the bidding 
wars underway with a lively mix of 
sales rap and witty banter, selling all 40 
pies to the enthusiastic, garden-sup-
porting audience. Of these, six pies 
had come from Patagonia Montessori 
students.

Some fine listening followed the 
auction, thanks to Jim Koweek’s Grass-
lands Band. Meanwhile, a few pies 
started drifting home, 
new owners in tow, 
while others were 
opened and shared on 
the spot.                                                                                                                                             
       More than $6000 
was raised at the auc-
tion, according to orga-
nizer Martha Kelly. Two 
pies each sold for $280. 
Most of the money 

raised that evening will go to garden 
maintenance. The money will also 
fund a $500 donation to the Patagonia 
Fire Department in Brent Bowdon’s 
name, a $250 donation to victims of 
Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico and, in 
partnership with Borderlands Resto-
ration Network, fund a $500 scholar-
ship for agriculturally and environmen-
tally interested local students. 

 “We call our volunteers the Pie 
Management Team,” Kelly said. “Dean 
Fish was wonderful, and Geoffrey 
Cobb was the perfect side man. I want 
to thank all the Patagonia helpers who 
volunteered, participated, brought 
pies and bid on them. We couldn’t do 
it without them.”  

Pie Auction a Sweet Success
By Robert Gay

Photo by Robert Gay
Bernice Pomeroy digs into a pie at the Patagonia Pie Auction Sept. 8
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Bob Peterson, of Sonoita, 
completed a journey of a lifetime with his appa-
loosa horse, Awesome Imagination, AKA NP (which 
stands for Nez Perce Warrior). NP was his mount 
for the final 900 miles of a 1350-mile ride over the 
rugged mountains of the northwest. Starting in 
Washington state, over the next several years they 
climbed mountains, traversed canyons and forded 
rivers, ending in Montana just south of the Canadian 
border. 

This pilgrimage began in 2006 on a rented horse, 
carrying on the tradition started by his aunt Evelyn 
Jones fifty-four years ago. Jones, an avid appaloosa 
horse breeder and enthusiast, and other concerned 
citizens founded the Chief Joseph Appaloosa Trail 
Ride. The organizers mapped out the trail, riding 
many miles and eventually put together this yearly 
event. Jones rode each ride for the first 33 years, 
well into her eighties. 

The ride was started to commemorate a histor-
ic event. The trail traces the pilgrimage of the Nez 
Perce tribe as they escaped capture and internment 
by the U.S. Cavalry. This forced removal was in vio-
lation of the 1855 Treaty of Walla Walla, which had 
granted the tribe 7.5 million acres of their ancestral 
lands and the right to hunt and fish in lands ceded to 
the government. 

After the treaty had been signed, however, gold 
was discovered, and in 1877 the government de-
cided to ‘back out of the deal.’ Troops were sent to 
remove the Nez Perce from these lands and place 
them on a reservation. The Nez Perce, primarily led 
by Chief Joseph, fought to retain some of the lands 
before retreating to Canada to avoid any more con-
flict. The Cavalry pursued and tried to capture and/
or annihilate the tribe. 

Several battles were initiated as the Nez Perce 
fought their way to Canada with over 500 noncom-

batants (women and children) and only 250 warriors. 
The war ended after a final five-day battle fought 
alongside Snake Creek at the base of Montana’s 
Bears Paw Mountains only 40 miles from the 
Canadian border. A majority of the surviving Nez 
Perce, represented by Chief Joseph of the Wallowa 
band of Nez Perce, surrendered to Brigadier Gener-
als Oliver Otis Howard and Nelson A. Miles. The 418 
Nez Perce who surrendered, including women and 
children, were taken prisoner and sent by train to 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. It was at the final sur-
render of the Nez Perce when Chief Joseph gave his 
famous “I will fight no more forever”speech. 

The Chief Joseph Appaloosa Trail Ride is a ride 
like no other. It is a grueling test through rugged 
mountains, canyons and rivers starting in Wallaowa 
Lake, Washington, passing on into Idaho, across the 
northwestern tip of Wyoming and finally ending in 
Montana, just forty miles from the Canadian border. 

The Nez Perce were horsemen noted for devel-
oping the appaloosa horse into a tough, rugged war 
horse.  How they initially got the original horses is 

up for debate, but the Nez Perce claim that they 
were gifted to them by the Creator.

The ride is now sponsored by the Appaloosa 
Horse Club who provides the food and entertain-
ment at each campsite. The number of riders at each 
event range from 100 to 400 depending on the year. 
The ride lasts five days, covering approximately 20- 
25 miles per day. 

Each year a different 100-mile segment of the 
trail is covered. The goal for each rider is to complete 
the 1350 miles in 13 years. All participants must ride 
an appaloosa and each ride also includes about 30 
members of the Nez Perce Tribe. The evening camps 
include dances, music and food. The Nez Perce also 
hold ceremonies to retell the stories of their ances-
tors.

Peterson stated that he started out the first four 
years on horses that were available for rent but 
became so enthralled in the message and the magic 
of the history that he wanted to complete the rest of 
the ride on his own horse. This led to the purchase 
of NP as a weanling, whom he raised and trained 
himself.

Peterson completed his goal of riding the en-
tire trail this year with the help of his wife, Jeanne 
who was the truck/trailer driver, navigating the rig 
through the arduous switchbacks on the mountain 
roads from campsite to campsite while Peterson and 
NP were navigating the mountain trails, a harrowing 
experience she does not want to repeat. 

All have arrived safely back with memories of a 
lifetime, pictures and a handsome plaque presented 
to Peterson for his accomplishment. NP has returned 
to his little herd of horses, no worse for the wear af-
ter mountains climbed and rivers crossed and is back 
to trail riding around their little ranch in the hills of 
Sonoita.

Sonoita Man 
Completes 13
Year Ride
By Pat McNamara

Contributed Photo 

Bob Peterson and NP take a break on the Chief 
Joseph Appaloosa Trail Ride.
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When people are on their way to 
The Thrift Shop, owned by the 
Patagonia Community United Meth-
odist Church, they often smile and 
describe a recent item they found that 
was a surprise, or a treasure.

Some regular shoppers describe 
their experience at The Thrift Shop as 
entertainment—even a “community 
event.” People are often laughing. 
Occasionally someone finds something 
unusual, and, wondering what it is, 
asks other shoppers, ‘What is this?’ 
Then they all try to guess. One wom-
an didn’t find what she wanted, but 
bought an item anyway, saying that 
she enjoyed the show. Or sometimes 
an interesting story is told - but watch 
what you say, I was warned - there 
might a curious head peeking out from 
behind the next rack! 

Bonnie Quirin, The Thrift Shop’s 
acting supervisor and historian, wrote 
“The Shop is a gathering ground on 
Fridays and Saturdays. People are 
friendly and find it is a great place to 
network, see locals you don’t always 
get to see, and the visitors learn a lot 
about the town and surrounding areas 
from the volunteers and shoppers.”

The Thrift Shop offers quality cloth-
ing, both used and new at affordable 
prices, including designer clothes with 
well-known labels, clothing from previ-
ous eras, specialty items such as craft-
ed Italian leather shoes, or a unique 
costume. When individuals or families 
move, they donate many household 
items, such as small appliances, pots 
and pans, kitchen utensils, sheets 
and towels, exercise equipment, even 
antiques.

The shop is staffed completely by 
volunteers and all the items are dona-
tions. It is open from 10—2 on Fridays 
and Saturdays. To keep buyers com-
ing to the shop, new items are often 
displayed and there are special sales. 
At the Brown Bag sale, for example, 
shoppers can fill a bag with clothing 
for $3.00. But the largest sales for The 
Thrift Shop come during the Fall 

Festival. Proceeds from all sales go 
toward the church’s expenses, and the 
projects and service organizations it 
supports. 

Bonnie described the Thrift Shop as 
the brainchild of Ann and Avery 
Dudley, who believed that the town 
needed a place to purchase low cost, 
used items. It began 35 years ago in 
the home of Hilda Blabon, which was 
purchased by the Patagonia 
Community Church and replaced by 
the present building in 1990, with 
improvements and an expansion in 
later years.

There are some challenges for The 
PCUMC Thrift Shop. The greatest is 
getting enough volunteers on Thurs-
day mornings when the contributions 
are sorted, priced and set out for sale. 
The weekly amount of contributions 
can be overwhelming for a small num-
ber of volunteers. People are encour-
aged to drop off contributions during 
the sorting on Thursdays and during 
hours that the Shop is open on Fridays 
and Saturdays—and to volunteer!

Keith Hensley had long had his eye 
on the empty gas station at 3270 Hwy 
82 in Sonoita. By the time he acquired 
the property, where various ventures 
had come and gone, he knew exactly 
what to make of it - a comfortable, 
unpretentious place where the food is 
good and familiar, easy on the wallet, 
and where you can stay as long as you 
like, shooting the breeze over a mug 
of coffee and getting to know your 
neighbors.

The day I showed up, Sky Island Din-
er was bustling, but Roxann and Marla 
quickly turned out orders, including my 
stack of Howdy M’am pancakes, light 
and fluffy as can be. Roxann and Marla 
Valenzuela are sisters who’ve worked, 
cooked and managed diners together 
for decades. 

They run Sky Island Diner smoothly 
and deftly, serving breakfast and lunch 
throughout the day. From chorizo & 
eggs, huevos rancheros and omelets to 
tacos, burritos, chimichangas, burgers 
and melts, the taste range is wide and 

accentuated by the salsa bar. Look for 
their homemade soups and menudo 
on the whiteboard menu soon.

I poked my head into an adjacent 
room where a group of men were 
conversing. “That’s the Romeo Room – 
Retired Old Men Eating Out,” Keith said 
with a laugh. “They’re a group of local 
pals who come here every Wednesday. 
We’ve got regulars already and we’ve 
only been open since August. That’s a 
good sign. Must be doing something 
right. But that’s how I wanted this 
place to be – relaxed and comfortable.”

At the diner’s western side, con-
struction of the Brew Pub is in prog-
ress. When considering what to make 
of the property, Keith also wanted a 
place to showcase home crafted beer, 
his long-time hobby. 

The Sky Island Diner’s Brew Pub 
with wood-fired pizzas is scheduled to 
open by Thanksgiving. Sky Island Diner 
is open 7 am – 3 pm Monday – Friday, 
8 am – 3 pm, Saturday & Sunday. 

Open for Business
New Business News
Sky Island Diner 

“Relaxed and Comfortable”
By Heather Dodge

Roxane and Marla Valenzuela offer a varied menu for breakfast and lunch 
at the Sky Island Diner in Sonoita.

Photo by Heather Dodge

PCUMC Thrift Shop 
Celebrates 35 Years
By Patra Kelly

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
Leslie Schupp, of Patagonia, shows 
off the new jacket she bought at the 
PUMC Thrift Shop.
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Lightning reaches and flashes
Electricity passes 

to Earth, to us
You can feel the rush

In
to

Our nerves:
Large to small, touching all,

Brain to fingers, memory lingers.

Our blood:
Rivers of life in our veins,

Between rivers and veins what has 
changed?

Water:
Water flows and so life goes.

Wells run dry
Bye bye you and I

Why Vote?
By Aisha Chapra Sander

The United States has a long and 
complex history with the right to 
vote.  It was only in 1965 when Afri-
can Americans and other minorities 
were given the right to vote with the 
passing of Voting Rights Acts. Despite 
the changes in voter eligibility over 50 
years ago, the United States continues 
to have one of the lowest voter partic-
ipation rates in comparison to other 
developed countries. In fact, according 
to a 2018 Pew Research Center study, 
United States ranked 26 out of 32 
developed countries when it comes to 
voter participation. In 2016 nearly half 
of eligible voters in the United States, 
approximately 117 million people, did 
NOT vote. Why is this? 

The first and most significant barrier 
in the U.S. political system is voter reg-
istration.  A 2012 Pew study reported 
that 51 million U.S. citizens were not 
registered to vote. In many democ-
racies the government automatically 
registers citizens. For example, 91% of 
Canadians are registered to vote versus 
64% of Americans. 

The second factor which predicts 
Americans’ voting behavior is their in-
come level. A recent NPR article states 
“class is a more accurate predictor of 
voting behavior than race, ethnicity, 
gender or any other demographic 
factor,” and “that nearly 80 percent of 
high-income earners vote, compared 
to barely 50 percent of low-income 
Americans.” 

The other predictor of voting be-
havior is age. Young people may feel 
less represented in the issues politi-
cians focus on. In an NPR report young 
people shared that they do not under-
stand their right to vote, or even how 
to do it. Further, many young people 
do not feel that voting is an effective 
way of changing the system. 

Finally, there is apathy, burn-out, 
and disillusionment with the political 
system. Disillusionment with the cur-
rent system was apparent in many of 
the survey responses the PRT received 
from people living in the Eastern Santa 
Cruz area. Though all 30 respondents 
said they plan to vote, a quarter of 

them found it hard to describe any-
thing “exceptional” about the US 
political system.

Almost half of the respondents 
when asked what they would like to 
change about the system responded 
with eliminating gerrymandering (a 
process in which district lines are re-
drawn to give a particular political can-
didate an advantage in the election). 
Also half of the responses mentioned 
eliminating or reforming the Elector-
al College system. Some specifically 
stated overturning Citizens United, the 
Supreme Court ruling that currently al-
lows corporations and unions to invest 
heavily in political campaigning.  

Many respondents felt that voter 
turnout could be improved by making 
it easier to vote, making election day 
a national holiday, by using examples 
from other countries that have higher 
voter participation and by changing 
the two party system. One third of 
respondents wanted to make voting 
more accessible to increase participa-
tion from minorities and other margin-
alized groups. 

Here are some more responses 
from our survey:

If you plan to or are likely to vote, 
why do you think it is important to 
vote?

“To hope to stem the tide of radical 
ideologies of fear, hatred, bigotry, prej-
udice, and the arrogant disregard for 
the very planet that gives us life.”

“It is both a privilege and a respon-
sibility. In fact, I wish it were required 
as it is in other countries. The current 
situation underscores how important 
full participation is to ensure responsi-
ble and representative government.”

“Arizona is going to be a critical 
state in the upcoming election and 
beyond.”

“It's the only way to have a govern-
ment OF the people, BY the people, 
FOR the people.”

“I consider it a sacred responsibility 
as a citizen. I have never in 55 years of 
voting missed an election.”

“Participatory democracy ONLY 
works if you participate - and voting is 
participation at the most crucial level.”

“America can only thrive and grow 
if we take an active stand in support of 
the Constitution, our democracy and 
the truth!”

By Coyote

Chains  of Lightning, 
Rivers of Blood

The Mountain Empire Rotary Club 
(MER) has distributed 43 dictionaries/
resource books to third grade classes 
at Patagonia Elementary, the 
Patagonia Montessori School and the 
Elgin School. Club members spent a 
half hour with each class, interacting 
with the kids and showing them all 
the amazing resources within the 
book. 

The Club also donated dozens of 
hardcover books to the schools for the 
Birthday Books program. Students are 
given a beautiful book, compliments 
of The Mountain Empire Rotary Club, 
on their birthday. 

The Club also honored 
Damian Castro, a junior at PUHS, as 
the Student of the Month. Castro, 
who was awarded $100, was selected 
by his science teacher, Allison Lem-
ons. He was honored for his outstand-
ing citizenship attributes. 

The Mountain Empire Rotary Club 
emphasizes the value of leadership 
and activism in our community youth 
while providing opportunities to 
encourage them to grow and demon-
strate leadership. 

 Covered picnic ramadas on the 
Fred Sang Memorial Rotary Park at 
the Sonoita Fairgrounds have recently 
been installed. There will be a Grand 
Opening Celebration for the park in 
the near future. Also on the schedule 
is the “Ride to End Polio” fundraiser 
bike ride from Sonoita to Patagonia, 
in conjunction with the El Tour De 
Tucson. 

MER encourages anyone interest-
ed in engaging with local youth in a 
positive and encouraging manner, and 
in enhancing this community, to join 
the Club. Contact Susan Scott, Mem-
bership Director, 455-4713 for more 
information.

MER Active in Community

Plant and Seed Town Sale 
October 12-14th  

Friday-Sunday 10am-3pm

Contributed Photo 
Students at the Patagonia Montessori School hold up their dictionaries 
donated by the Mountain Empire Rotary Club



The PRT welcomes submissions to 
the Articles of Faith column from 
all faiths and belief systems. Con-
tact us at prteditor@gmail.com for 
more information. 

This is the 
fourth and final article in a series that 
highlights the owners of Patagonia 
businesses that advertised in the Santa 
Cruz Patagonian and other local news-
papers in 1918. Three businessmen are 
featured: William Fessler, barber; Herb 
McCutchan and J.W. Miller who were 
both involved in the lumber trade. The 
full text of most of the articles quoted 
below can be found in the Library of 
Congress database, Chronicling 
America. Images of the Santa Cruz 
Patagonian are available on The 
Patagonia Museum website: www.
thepatagoniamuseum.org.  

William Fessler’s Patagonia Barber 
Shop ad noted that he cut children’s 
hair and was also an agent for Tucson 
Steam Laundry (sent on Monday and 
returned by Saturday). Born in 
Wisconsin in 1862, Mr. Fessler arrived 
in Patagonia around 1913 from the 
gold mining town of Searchlight, 
Nevada, where he had worked as a 
barber. He quickly invested in local 
mining operations. “A deal has just 
been consummated whereby J.T. 
Scanlon and Louis Kennard have 
become associated with William 
Fessler in leasing the Harrison group 
of mines…Mr. Fessler, who visited 
the property Tuesday, returned on 

Wednesday with…some very nice spec-
imens of ore, carrying good copper val-
ues.” [The Border Vidette, 11/8/1913]. 
In 1919 he purchased “two acres of 
land in the Richardson tract, adjoining 
the townsite…Later he will drill a well 
on the place and improve it for a per-
manent home.” [The Border Vidette, 
3/1/1919]. A life-long bachelor, Fessler 
was retired by 1930, died in 1934, and 
is buried in the Patagonia Cemetery.

Herb McCutchan was born in 
Virginia in 1881 and by 1900, at age 
19, was working in the Bisbee copper 
mines. He lived and worked in Bisbee 
until about 1912 when he moved to 
Patagonia. “Herb McCutchan returned 
last Saturday from Bisbee, where he 
purchased additional fixtures for his 
Patagonia Smoke House.” [The Border 
Vidette, 3/20/1915]. His mining skills 
proved useful as he had “the con-
tract for doing the excavation work 
for the new 100 ton oil flotation mill 
at the Three R” [The Border Vidette, 
9/23/1916]. By the 1920 census he 
is married with a step-daughter and 
two sons, and owner of the Patagonia 
Wood Yard. He also owned the 
Patagonia Pool Hall during this time, 
and undertook “the most, if not the 
most difficult road construction in 
the county.” [The Border Vidette, 
5/7/1921] In the 1930 census his occu-
pation is that of mine foreman, and by 

the 1940 census he is a road foreman 
in Harshaw. By 1951 he had returned 
to Bisbee, where he died in 1956.

J.W. (Jesse Wallace) Miller was born 
in Kentucky in 1884. In 1910 he was a 
soldier in the coastal artillery stationed 
at Port Townsend, WA. His arrival in 
Patagonia around 1915 did not go 
unnoticed—he was reputed to be “the 
tallest, best natured man in 
Patagonia.” [The Border Vidette, 
7/10/1915]. He was one of the found-
ing members of the Patagonia Com-
mercial Club, and by 1920 is married 
with a young son, and is the manager 
of the Patagonia Lumber Yard.  That 
same year he commented on 
Patagonia’s prospects: "Candidly 

speaking, the town is not all I had 
hoped it would be at this time, but 
when I compare present conditions 
with conditions that existed five years 
ago when I first came here, I feel that 
there is no just cause for complaint. 
We will eventually have a large town 
but I think that our progress in that 
direction would be much more rapid if 
all of our citizens would practice a little 
closer cooperation." [The Border 
Vidette, 4/24/1920]. Apparently, 
Patagonia’s development was insuffi-
cient, for by 1925 J.W. and family have 
moved to California to first manage 
a lumber yard in San Diego, and then 
work as a lumber yard accountant in 
Pasadena.

A strong impression from my recent 
road trip, the Ancient Ones Journey, is 
COMMUNITY and relationship to place. 
The time period of the Ancient Ones’ 
stories during this journey is around 
1100 AD all across what we now define 
as Arizona.  

Then, as now, there are the chal-
lenges of the physical world as we 
provide for the needs of our biological 
selves of water, food and shelter. Then, 
as now, there are stories of outrageous 
social injustice. Then, as now, many of 
us work to co-create the better world 
we all know is possible.

The chaos of our times calls for pro-
found grief and justifiable outrage. We 
are part of an immeasurable web of 
living. We are empathic beings. We are 
being asked to participate in the trans-
mutation of fear and anger to love and 
compassion. And 
to do so without 
hardening our 
heart soul spirit 
essence. 

A wisdom 
from Clarissa 
Pinkola Estes: 
“Ours is not the 
task of fixing 
the entire world 
all at once, but 

of stretching to mend the part of the 
world that is within our reach. Any 
small, calm thing that one soul can do 
to help another soul, to assist some 
portion of this poor suffering world, 
will help immensely. It is not given to 
us to know which acts or by whom, will 
cause the critical mass to tip 
toward an enduring good.”

Transmutation
By Carolyn Shafer

J.W. Miller, manager of the Patagonia Lumber Company, circa 1915
Photo Courtesy of the Patagonia Museum

Glimpses Into Our Past
By Alison Bunting

Photo by Jon Rinaldi

Editor’s note: Carolyn Shafer 
is an ordained minister who 
has offered spiritual energetic 
services in the 
Patagonia area community 
for about 15 years. She has 
officiated at birth, death, 
union and dissolution cere-
monies as well as performng 
legal ceremonies for mar-
riages. She can be reached at 
520-394-0252 or email at
joyfullybecomingcarolyn@
gmail.com

STOREWIDE SPECIALS 

Local, Organic & Natural Grocery
Open 7 days a week - 9 am to 6 pm

347 McKeown Avenue, Patagonia, AZ 
520-394-2786

• Local grass-fed ground beef 

• Local coffee, honey & crafts 

• Ice cream, produce, cheese 

• Bulk beans, grains & flour 

• Vegan & gluten free foods 

• Case price discounts!

ArtiCLes oF FAith
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  Among our countless iconic and 
stunning natural landscapes in the Sky 
Islands, the otherworldly San Rafael 
Grasslands occupy a special ecological 
and scenic niche. If you are seeking ad-
venture, stunning vistas, or the oppor-
tunity to meet unique flora and fauna, 
then venture out into the flowing San 
Rafael. When you go, bring plenty of 
water, gas in the tank, and other such 
necessities, as things can get remote 
fast in this quasi-wilderness of desola-
tion and dirt roads.

   The wild expanses of the San 
Rafael are classified as Great Plains 
Grassland, distinguishing them from 
our lower and palpably more austere 
Desert Grasslands. Cacti are almost 
absent from the area. The higher ele-
vations found here allow more precip-
itation to fall in the form of both sum-
mer and winter rains, as well as the 
rare snowstorm. Another factor that 
brings more moisture to this ‘parched’ 
grassland are the mountain ranges that 
partially ring it. The San Rafael is fairly 
hemmed in by the Patagonia, 
Huachuca, and Sierra San Antonio 
Mountains – the first two just within 
the U.S. and the last barely over the 
border in Mexico. Throw in the less 
lofty, yet no less important, Canelo 
Hills and you have a veritable rain sink 
that entices storms to stall over the 
grasslands. 

   The net result of this compara-
tively opulent moisture is a varying 
blanket of mostly grasses and forbs/
herbs.  Grasses can be classed as either 
native or non-native as well as cool or 
warm season species. Native grasses 
are increasingly at risk from non-native 
species, such as Lehmann lovegrass 
from southern Africa that has spread 
like an ecological wildfire. This insid-
ious species inevitably forces out the 
natives, easily outcompeting them for 
precious resources. 

On the native side of the ledger, 

keep your eyes peeled 
for species that run 
the gamut in size, land 
coverage, and flowering 
tops. Cane beardgrass, 
sprangletop, curly mes-
quite and many other 
natives create a quilt of 
brown or green grasses 
that invite grassland 
wildlife to feed, rest, 
migrate nest, and breed 
here. So do a wide pal-
ette of native wildflow-

ers, particularly during the monsoon. 
In October look for various flower-

ing members of the aster family, such 
as fleabane, sunflowers, and golden-
rods, all of which thrive in the autum-
nal climate.  

   Within the 70,000-plus acres of 
the San Rafael you can easily pick out 
broader ecological patterns that col-
lectively make the area more diverse. 
Grasslands themselves vary from taller 
swathes that are the equivalent of 
towering trees in a forest to quite low 
patches, barely six inches tall. This 
structural variability allows a broad 
range of native wildlife to exploit the 
San Rafael. Adding immeasurably to 
wildlife habitat are the trees of the 
San Rafael. Just as grasses infiltrate the 
mountains, so too do trees intervene 
in the grasslands. Mesquites, alligator 
junipers, and various oaks trickle in 
from the wooded edges of the area, 
while Fremont Cottonwood and 
Mexican Blue Oak grow right in the 
heart of the San Rafael.

The lifeblood of the area for wildlife 
is the various water sources, most 
importantly the headwaters of the 
Santa Cruz River. Perennial in stretch-
es, this bi-national waterway draws in 
species as varied as native fish, frogs, 
mule deer, collared peccary, and great 
blue heron, to name a few. A few years 
ago an American beaver even migrat-
ed into the grasslands via the river.  

Characteristic birds here include: 
Cassin’s kingbird, grasshopper sparrow, 
Swainson’s hawk, and horned lark. 

Go, then, and enjoy your own 
grassland safari – San Rafael style!

Vincent Pinto and his wife, Claudia, 
run RAVENS-WAY WILD JOURNEYS, 
their Nature Adventure & Conserva-
tion organization devoted to protect-
ing the unique biodiversity of the Sky 
Islands region. 
Visit: www.ravensnatureschool.org

The San Rafael 
Grasslands

“Gardening is the purest of human 
pleasure”. -Sir Francis Bacon

I fell in love with gardening in 
Tucson almost ten years ago. When I 
moved to Patagonia in 2016 I thought 
I knew a lot about desert gardening 
- boy was I wrong! It took me a year 
to get my compost going and garden 
beds up and running. Having a garden 
in the borderlands can be a bit tricky, 
but once you get the hang of things 
you can sit back and watch your plants 
flourish. With this column I hope to 
provide useful tips, information and 
some inspiration for others like me 
growing a garden at their homes.

Currently, I am growing lots of 
peppers; chiltepin (Tumacacori means 
chiltepin in Tohono O'Odham), jala-
penos, bell peppers; herbs, including 
sage, oregano, and chives, and lots 
of greens that I expected to die, but 
which have made it a whole year with-
out bolting. 

Now is the time to start prepar-
ing for our winter gardens. We have 
unique conditions even for deserts 
- our mild winters and hot summers 
provide us with an extended gardening 
season. In October, sow cool loving 
salad greens like kale. Some of my fa-
vorite are arugula, chard and spinach. 
Great companion plants for these are 
strawberry, radish, carrots, cauliflower, 
onion, and garlic.

You want to make sure your garden 
has at least a foot of amended soil to 
allow proper drainage and growth. 
Whether you have raised beds or 
have in-ground beds, “planting wa-
ter” is just as necessary as planting 
seeds. Desert gardening means being 
water smart. Traditionally “Ollas”(pro-

nounced oh-yah) have been used in 
gardens to hold and slowly release wa-
ter through a clay pot into the soil giv-
ing your garden a deep watering. You 
can make your own Olla by glueing two 
terracotta pots together, completely 
sealing the drainage hole on one side 
of the glued pots. The remaining drain-
age hole is where water will be poured 
into the “olla”. Use a base plate(or 
rock) to cover the hole, leaving an inch 
of the olla exposed above ground. 
Keep your new olla covered and water 
when needed. This will help the roots 
grow stronger and deeper into the soil. 

October is also a great time to 
spread mulch around established 
trees, shrubs and garden beds using 
wood chips, fallen leaves, pine nee-
dles and compost. About two to four 
inches of mulch will help retain water, 
keeping things cool in the summer and 
warm in the winter. Mulch will also 
keep weeds and disease at bay. Over 
time the organic materials will break 
down and strengthen your soil, provid-
ing it with needed nutrients. So, do not 
throw away those leaves. Keep them in 
a pile and use as mulch to protect your 
plants. 

It is also time to start thinking about 
frost protection. Winter will be here 
soon and having proper plant cover-
age is necessary. Many gardeners use 
cardboard, plastic, tarps or bedding 
sheets for protection. If you have the 
means you can also make a hoop cover 
for your beds. They create good heat 
for those cool nights. 

Have a delightful time planting your 
winter garden! 

Editor’s note: This is the first of a 
series of columns on local gardening 

  by Alyssa Cazares.

 Gordon Purvis, Agent 
 Gordon Purvis Agency, Inc. 

 7429 E 22nd St, Tucson 
 gpurvis@amfam.com 

 gordonpurvis.com American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 7407583

Call me today at (520) 298-3900.

every mile, every milestone,
we've got you Covered. 

In-Home Chiropractic Care

520-357-1711
www.lopezhousecalls.com

We come to you!Located one mile from Patagonia 
Fully equipped kitchen      Pet Friendly 
redmtncottage.com       520.394.2514 

 

Empire Gardening
By Alyssa Cazares
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Once Upon A Time
By David Daffern

Once upon a time there was a 
three-year-old boy whose dream was 
to simply survive.  

Horst Kniesel, who now lives in 
Sonoita and Chicago, was driven out of 
Yugoslavia, along with his ethnic-Ger-
man family of six, in 1944 by commu-
nist guerillas. Though they were mere 
bystanders, along with thousands of 
others, they were considered spies for 
the German army that had invaded 
Yugoslavia. It was either flee or risk 
being among the 1.5 million who were 
slaughtered.

They escaped in a cattle car in the 
middle of the night; the same “box-
cars” that Oskar Schindler utilized to 
save more than 1,100 Jews during the 
Holocaust. The family spent the next 
seven years in a settlement camp in 
Austria. 

They had little food or clothing. 
They gleaned the fields, received 
old bread from nearby bakeries, and 
received some milk from a local dairy. 
Occasionally, U.S. soldiers would pass 
by in their jeeps and give chocolate 
bars and chewing gum to the children.

Horst remembers that “we had to 
work together for the family to sur-
vive.” Unfortunately, his mother died 
while in that Austrian camp. The fam-
ily’s ongoing question was this: “How 
can we get to a safe place?”  

Two years after applying for immi-
gration to the United States, Horst’s 
family was brought to America in 1951 
through the efforts of Christian World 
Service. An 11-day voyage upon an old 
U.S. troop ship crammed with more 
than 500 refugees brought them to 
Ellis Island.

The immigration authorities there 
asked his father if he had a sponsor 
and a job. The answer was “No.” With-
out a sponsor, they would have to re-
board the ship and be sent to another 
country.

Then, Horst’s dad explained that 
he was a grain merchant and a flour 
miller. Some might say it was simply 
luck, but Horst insists that’s when a 

miracle happened. The immigration 
official said they had a request from 
the owner of a flour mill in Red Wing, 
Minnesota, who had pledged that if an 
immigrant with experience was identi-
fied, he would sponsor him and pay for 
his railway passage.

It was the night before Thanksgiv-
ing, 1951, when the Kniesel family dis-
embarked from the train in Red Wing, 
and embarked upon life in America, 
arriving with only the few belongings 
that they had carried with them on the 
boat. The sponsoring family and the 
community, however, truly embraced 
them. They also fed them their “first 
and greatest ever” Thanksgiving meal.

They spoke no English, but Horst’s 
first teacher in America, an ethnic 
German, tutored him and he quickly 
mastered English. In his teen years 
he worked on local farms during the 
summers.

Horst enrolled in Roosevelt Univer-
sity in Chicago. He spent five summers 
working part-time in the mail depart-
ment of the First National Bank of 
Chicago and after college,began a 
career in banking. 

Through the decades there were 
many changes at FNBC. (Seven merg-
ers and 45 years later, FNBC is now JP 
Morgan Chase Bank.) Horst became a 
global business leader, retiring in 2005 
as First Vice President.

As he looks back, Horst recounts 
that “there have been many miracles 
where God has sent His guardian angel 
to protect us. God has blessed us in 
all our adventures; from my youth 
when He saved me from annihilation, 
to bringing us to America, to the job 
I received, and to the valley of God’s 
paradise in Sonoita.”

Once upon a time there was a man 
who wanted to repay the many bless-
ings he had received by pouring his life 
into his two communities, Chicago and 
Sonoita. Horst and his wife, Hedy, do 
that and more out of love and appreci-
ation for God and country.

Contributed Photo 

30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

WWW.PATAGONIAFALLFESTIVAL.ORG

OCTOBER 13 & 14,  2018

9AM- 5PM  SATURDAY | 9AM - 4PM SUNDAY

PATAGONIA TOWN PARK
325 MCKEOWN AVENUE, PATAGONIA, AZ 85624

COMMUNITY DAY KICK OFF CELEBRATION

FREE ADMISSION OVER 125 ARTISANS & EXHIBITORS 
2 MUSIC STAGES 

WINE & BEER GARDEN 
TOWN OF PATAGONIA ATTRACTIONS 

FOOD VENDORS 
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 

FAMILY FUN! 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12 | 2PM - 6PM

The Regional Visitor Center in Pa-
tagonia is in need of new volunteers! 
Located on the corner of McKeown 
and Third Ave., the Visitor Center has 
received thousands of visitors since 
its opening in March of 2015. Visitors 
have come from all around Arizona, 
the nation, and even several different 
countries. Visitors stop in the center 
to learn more about area attractions, 
local businesses, or to get directions. 

We are starting our new seasonal 
hours. We are open daily from 10 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. Volunteers typically volunteer 
for a weekly two-hour shift. Substitute 
positions are also available for those 

who might not be able to commit to 
a regular schedule. Volunteer respon-
sibilities include welcoming guests 
and sharing information, maps, and 
brochures for our area. It requires very 
minimal training and volunteers don’t 
need any expertise - just a little en-
thusiasm for meeting new people and 
sharing our beautiful area with them.

For more information, please call 
Erin Botz at 520-281-8183. Whether 
you are new to town or an old-time 
resident, the Visitor Center welcomes 
you to join our team of dedicated 
volunteers! 

The Empire Ranch Cowboy Festival, 
formerly called the Roundup and Open 
House, is probably best known for its 
Western heritage demonstrations, 
arena and livestock exhibits, cowboy 
cooking, and Western entertainment. 
But the Festival also provides 
a wonderful opportunity to 
explore the ranching history of 
the Cienega and San 
Rafael valleys. Eighteen “Cow-
boy Conversation” presenta-
tions will feature speakers from 
the Empire Ranch family mem-
bers and those who worked 
on the Empire Ranch; from the 
Western movie entertainment 
industry; and on the history 
of ranching in our neck of the 
woods. 

Come on out on Saturday, 
November 3, to learn about 
the Mexican-American Ranch-
ing Families in the San Rafael 
Valley; The Total Wreck Mine; 
Vaqueros and the Influence of 
Spain & Mexico on the Ranch-
ing Culture in the North Amer-
ican West; Ranching in Eastern 
Santa Cruz County; Movies In 
and Around the Empire; and 
Photographic Archaeology of 
Empire Ranch Headquarters.  

The complete list of speak-

ers is posted on the Foundation’s 
website (www.empireranchfoundation.
org).  The Conversations start at 10:30 
am and last about 45 minutes with 
time for questions. Here’s hoping you’ll 
join us!

Visitor Ctr. Looking for Volunteers

Cowboy Festival Nov. 3

 Mary Kaye 

Grit-Grace-Gifted 

 

Award Winning Singer-Songwriter 
Saturday - Nov. 3, 2018 

Canelo Cowboy Church, Elgin, AZ 
tickets: 800-838-3006 

www.GoPattyWagon.com 
Open To The  Public! 

Horst Kniesel calls the Sonoita valley “God’s Paradise.”
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Photo by Kayla Lewis-Simpson

Students and staff at the Elgin 
School and Patagonia Union High are 
settling in to some new routines, due 
to changes in the curriculum and in-
novative programs put in place for the 
new academic year. 

At the Elgin School, Superintendent 
Mary Faley described several changes 
to the school. Librarian Lynn Daffern is 
offering a pre-school story hour, open 
to children 3 and older, on Wednesday 
mornings at 8:00a.m. Parents and chil-
dren meet in the school library for a 
story, snacks and an activity. “It’s a way 
for the preschoolers to get used to the 
school environment,” Faley said. 

The fifth grade has been moved 
into the middle school this year. All 
students in grades 5 through 8 are 
now able to choose electives on Friday, 
which include supplemental support 
in reading and math, robotics, creative 
writing, study skills and dance lessons. 

This quarter, in the dance elective, 
students are learning the tango, taught 
by Manuel Gatica, the middle school 
math teacher. Faley hopes to add mu-
sic to the elective schedule if she can 
find an instructor. “If there is some-
body with the time and talent, I would 
encourage you to contact the school,” 
she said.

The Mountain Empire Rotary Club 
has expanded their Books for Birthdays 
program to the Elgin School this year, 
a program that they have had in place 
in the Patagonia Schools for the past 
several years. Daffern pointed out a 
bookcase full of books for students to 
choose from on their birthday.  

Faley also pointed out new planters 
complete with inspirational sayings 
located throughout the school, assem-
bled by art teacher Anna Coleman and 
volunteers, which, she said, “added a 
lot of warmth to the campus,” 

The Patagonia Schools have seen 
some changes this year, as well. Dis-
trict Superintendent Rachell Hochheim 
has revamped the curriculum, with 
electives now being offered Monday 
through Thursday from 8:15 to 9:15, 
as well as all day Friday for students 
in grades 7 – 12. Electives available 
include current affairs, yoga, art, P.E., 
weightlifting, Spanish and music. Elec-
tives are graded in two ways. Many of 

them are pass/fail, based on participa-
tion, but subjects such as U.S. history 
and foreign languages are graded. 

 “Enrichment blocks” of time on 
Fridays are incorporated into the 
new schedule, as well. These offer an 
opportunity for qualified experts in 
the community to share their knowl-
edge with students. “Anything they 
are passionate about and have expert 
knowledge of, we want to bring to the 
school,” Hochheim said. She encour-
aged anyone interested in this program 
to contact her. 

The school has also instituted the 
College or Career Prep Academy for 
students in grades 11 and 12 to help 
them prepare for life after high school. 

Patagonia High School students can 
now earn college credit by taking dual 
credit courses. All seniors at the school 
are enrolled in Pima Community Col-
lege (PCC), and by graduation can have 
earned a full semester of college cred-
its. Patagonia is the first high school in 
the state to offer college level English, 
based on the curriculum from PCC. 
“Statewide, 80% of students place in 
remedial English and math when they 
enroll in college. 80% of our juniors 
and seniors passed into college En-
glish,” Hochheim said. “We are asking 
our teachers to go above and beyond. 
That our students can perform at that 
level is phenomenal.”  

Another innovation at the school 
this year is the introduction of a behav-
ior intervention system, overseen by 
Student Services Director Kenny Hayes. 
All students can earn points, which 
are rewards given by their teachers for 
positive behaviors, on an app, which 
they track on the computer or their 
phones. The students can use their 
points to ‘buy’ certain privileges or to 
purchase items at local stores who are 
sponsoring the program. “We want to 
acknowledge positive behaviors that 
are necessary for them to become 
good students,” Hochheim said. Local 
businesses sponsoring this program 
are Gathering Grounds, Patagonia 
Health and Fitness, Patagonia Market, 
Red Mountain Foods, Ranchers Well 
Service and Sonoita Mini-Market.

New Year, New Programs at
Area Schools By Marion Vendituoli

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
Librarian Lynn Daffern and Superintendent Mary Faley hold up some of the 
books donated to the Elgin School by the Rotary Club

Birth Announcements

 Maile Iliana Lopez 

Parents: Angela and Rafael 
Lopez
Sister: Kinsey Lopez
Date of Birth: 8/5/2018

Of Sonoita

Rozier Peake 

Parents: Kate and David 
Peake
Brother: Cameron Peake
Date of Birth: 8/24/2018

Of Patagonia

Do you have a birth announcement to share?  Email prtasted@gmail.com 
a good quality picture of the baby, name of baby, parents and any siblings, 
date of birth and where you live.

Contributed Photo 
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Molly Anderson - M.D.

Timothy R. Penniston 
F.N.P - C

Appointments: 281-1550  •  101 Taylor Street  •  mariposachc.net

Family medicine
Daily pharmacy delivery       
All insurances welcome 
Eligibility and enrollment                           

Y�r

Y�r family is �r family

assistance  
(please call for an appointment)

Family Health Care Amigos received a $4000 grant from Legacy Foundation 
of Southeast Arizona to assist with their mission of providing durable medical 
equipment and adult incontinent supplies to residents of southeast Santa Cruz 
county during the next year. The Legacy Foundation joins The Patagonia Com-
munity Foundation in supporting this non-profit’s activities in our community.  
Visit their Lending Shed at 275 West McKeown in downtown Patagonia or call 
520.603.7330 to ask questions about their services

Contributed Photo 
Don Borham accepts a check from the Legacy Foundation for Family 
Health Care Amigos of Patagonia on September 6. 

SPANISH COLONIAL CASAS ARROYO JEWEL 
This pristine, perfectly charming hill country retreat has it all; Spanish Colonial flair, a 
serene cul-de-sac setting with rich native habitat and dramatic Mt. Wrightson views. 
Home has a versatile floorplan with 1,659sf living space at ground level includes: 2 Bed-
room, 1.5 Bathroom, Great Room, with Kitchen, finished (attached/heated) Studio with 
2nd Fire Place, bookcases, skylight and garage-type door that allows a car to be parked 
inside. An irresistible screened entertaining patio is at first level.  Up the spiral stairs a 
242sf Loft-Living Area with roof patio access and BREATHTAKING VIEWS. Soaring 
ceilings and desirable regional details and materials throughout. CASAS ARROYO is a 
very special park-like setting with a premier HOA: CasasArroyo.org TAR/MLS#  
21824371, $315,000. 



The Patagonia Regional Times does not endorse political candidates, specific legislation or ballot measures. See our 
policy on paid political advertising on our website www.patagoniaregionaltimes.org.
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Legislative District 2

Andrea 
Dalessandro
Re Elect

Advocate for public education in Phoenix and at the Americana in Nogales with
Representative Daniel Hernandez Jr. listening to educators and their supporters. Senator
Dalessandro’s efforts for public education is appreciated from Elgin to Nogales.

“State Sen. Andrea Dalessandro was named 2018 Legislator of the 
Year by the Arizona Alliance of Community Health Centers after 
being nominated by Mariposa Community Health Center in 
recognition of her support of the health centers in her district.”

~ Nogales International, February 13, 2018

Sponsor of SCM 1007 (Senate Concurrent Memorial) which passed with bipartisan support in the
Arizona House and Senate. It urges Congress to pass the Nogales Wastewater Fairness Act.
Senator Dalessandro has been a fierce advocate for Nogales and Santa Cruz County to get federal
support for this ongoing issue for Nogales International Wastewater Treatment Plant in Rio Rico.
Not only does she frequently lobby the Arizona Congressional delegation but she has brought this
issue to the attention of US Congressman from other states.

Keep Senator Andrea Dalessandro and her strong voice in Arizona Senate.Keep Senator Andrea Dalessandro and her strong voice in Arizona Senate.
www.DalessandroForAZ.com • DalessandroForAZ@gmail.com

Andrea Dalessandro       @Dalessandro4AZ    
Paid for by Dalessandro for AZ 2018. Authorized by Andrea Dalessandro



KPUP Broadcast Schedule
 Fall 2018

Monday:
 7:00pm to 8:00pm; eTown repeat of Saturday’s show. 
Tuesday: 
 10:00am to 12:00pm; World Jazz with Mark Berg 
 7:00pm to 9:00pm; Jazz and Blues with Fred Hansen 
Wednesday: 
             7:00pm to 10pm; Sean Alexander show 
Thursday: 
  7:00pm to 10:00pm; Possibility Explorers. “Celebrating the Evening of   
 Mushkil Gusha, the Remover of All Difficulties”. Hosted by Graves 
Friday:
 7:00pm to 9:00pm; Hook's Sunken Roadhouse 
Saturday: 
 12:00pm to 1:00pm; eTown - “Educate, entertain and inspire a diverse 
 audience through music and conversation” 
 Sunday 6:00pm to 8:00pm; Acoustic Café – “Today’s great songwriting   
 talents. A bit of country, rock, blues, folk, pop” 
 8:00pm to 10:00pm; Folk Alley – “Folk Music Radio from WKSU-FM in   
 Kent, OH” 
Daily Shows: 
 Swing Hour: 5:00pm to 6:00pm. 
 Best of the Oldies: 1:00pm to 2:00am. 
 Feature Story News (FSN.com) Mon – Fri. 8 am., 12pm and 6pm., 
 Sat. 8am & 6pm., Sun. at 8am. 
 Patagonia Weather Forecast: Every odd hour. Ponder that if you like.

    

OCTOBER
October 4,11,18,25  5:30pm  Introduction 
to Ballroom Dancing with Jeanne Iben. $10/Class 
Call 916-230-8482 for details.
 
October 24  6pm  Movie - “Bisbee 17” 
Sponsored by the Patagonia Museum, Patagonia 
Library and PCAA. $5.00 Suggested Donation

October 27  2pm  Broadway on Screen -
“Funny Girl” $10.00 Suggested Donation

NOVEMBER
         November 10  7pm     “Tucson Salvage - Tales  
      and Recollections from La Frontera:” A reading    
      by Brian Jabas Smith and a documentary based   
      on the book, with filmmaker Maggie Smith, 
      electric violin by Barry Smith      Free  

November 29  6pm Broadway on Screen - 
“The King and I”    $5.00 Suggested Donation

DECEMBER
December 8     Exhibitions on Screen - TBA
December 22 Discover Arts Film - TBA 

 *Dates and Times Subject to Change*
PCAA wishes to thank all our generous sponsors of the 

2018-2019 season at the Patagonia Movie House. If you would 
be interested in sponsoring upcoming events, please contact 

Cassina Farley at 520-394-9369.
Visit www.patagoniacreativearts.org  or 394-9369 

for more information.
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A team of junior cowboys attempts to milk a goat in the junior ranch rodeo 
contest at Sonoita’s Tribute to Ranching-Ranch Rodeo, held Sept. 8 at the Sonoita 
Fairgrounds. Other events included a working ranch horse competition, a chuck-
wagon cookoff and a homemade ice cream contest. 

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 



In 1953, when I was ten years old, 
my family moved from rural Indiana 
to San Antonio, Texas. What a shock! 
Water fountains and restrooms marked 
“white” or “colored”? I was perplexed 
by this. When the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that “separate but equal” was 
unconstitutional, I was one of four 
sixth graders interviewed about our 
opinions on integration. I said, “Well, 
yes, I think it is only fair that we all 
have good books to study from. Yes, I 
would play with the newcomers and 
make them feel welcomed.” 

Did we ever get the hate phone 
calls! That’s when I started my person-
al study of the history of racism, and 
the horrors and injustices of slavery. 
And that’s when I discovered Harriet 
Tubman, the bravest woman, and in 
my opinion the bravest person, I have 
ever read about. When my own life has 
seemed impossible or frightening, she 
has been my beacon. I’d say to myself, 
“If Harriet could do that, I can do this!”

Harriet was born into slavery on a 
Maryland plantation in 1822. At age 
five she was ripped away from her 
family to care for a baby on a different 
plantation. If it cried, she was whipped. 

As she grew older she was assigned to 
hard labor and beaten often, carrying 
the scars for the rest of her life. Once, 
when her owner threw an anvil, it 
hit her, causing a severe head wound 
leading to disabling seizures and 
frequent narcolepsy. He continued to 
work her hard, and tried to sell her 
several times, often telling her she was 
worthless. 

Even after a lifetime of this abuse, 
Harriet maintained her sense of self-
worth and strength of purpose. Mar-
veling at this encouraged me to stay 
focused and work hard in school and 
at the piano in spite of my own difficult 
childhood.  

Harriet escaped alone in 1849, trav-
eling 90 miles to make it to 
Philadelphia. But she was not content 
to stay free and build a new life only 
for herself. Thirteen times during the 
next 11 years she went back to the 
plantation she had left and led over 
300 people to freedom, sometimes 
using the Underground Railroad. 

She brought many people to 
Canada because in the U.S., slaves who 
were caught could be returned to their 
owners and those who aided their 
escape would be arrested. The courage 
Harriet displayed amazes and inspires 
me to this day. 

To avoid being apprehended, Har-
riet had to stay constantly vigilant and 
aware. I can only barely imagine her 
strength, year after year. When I had a 

harrowing experience risking my life to 
help my husband after he was struck 
by lightning, I thought of Harriet and it 
helped me through that difficult day. 

 When I searched for a new place to 
live, often camping alone in deserted 
and dangerous places, I felt stronger 
remembering Harriet and her bravery. 

During the Civil War, Harriet was a 
cook, a nurse, an armed scout and spy, 
becoming the first woman to lead a 
troop of Union soldiers that liberated 
700 more enslaved people. She be-
came active in the Women’s Suffrage 
Movement until her death in 1913, 
an icon of American courage, which 
inspired me to support the women’s 
movement up til today.

In 2016 the Department of the 
Treasury announced that, in 2020, 
Harriet Tubman’s picture would be 
placed on the front of $20 bills. She 
would be the first woman to be put on 
American currency, and would replace 
Andrew Jackson, a slave owner. How-
ever, the current Administration may 
not follow through with this decision. 
Even if they don’t honor her, I and oth-
ers around the country and the world 
will continue to do honor her life and 
her legacy. 
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“HerStory,” is a monthly column for 
and about women. Call Patra 
Kelly for more information about ap-
propriate subjects, length of articles, 
how to submit, deadlines, or to talk 
about your ideas. 520-604-8119.

herstory
My Beacon
By Janet Palmer

At Arizona Mining our commitment is to  

the communities we serve. From helping our 

youth in programs like 4H to seniors at the 

Patagonia Senior Center.

From one generation to the next.

Our Commitment is to You

To learn more about Arizona Mining visit our website at  
www.arizonamining.com, or follow us on Instagram.com/arizonamininginc

Would you like to be involved and 
help Preserve an Arizona and Ameri-
can Legacy?

The Empire Ranch is looking for a 
few dedicated and enthusiastic addi-
tions to our Board of Directors. Consid-
er serving on this volunteer board to 
share your skills and passion.

The Empire Ranch Foundation is 
a non-profit volunteer organization 
that was established in 1997. Acting 
in cooperation with the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), the pur-
pose of the Foundation is to protect, 
restore and sustain the Empire Ranch 
historical buildings and landscape as 
an outstanding western heritage and 
education center.

Elections to the Board are held in 
November. Applications are currently 
being accepted.

Board members serve 3 year terms 
beginning in Jan 2019. Interested?

Please contact us at 
admin@empireranchfoundation.org.

Empire 
Ranch 
Board
Openings
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The Patagonia Regional Times does not endorse political candidates, specific legislation or ballot measures. See our policy on 
paid political advertising on our website www.patagoniaregionaltimes.org.
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Photos by Marion Vendituoli 

An estimated 5000 people attended
the 103rd Sonoita Labor Day Rodeo, held 
Sept. 1 – 3, to watch more than 700 
competitors vying for $40,000 in prize 
money, and buckles in the largest rodeo 
in Arizona. 

A junior rodeo was held prior to each 
day of the rodeo, organized by 
Stephanie Hubbell. 

Miss Rodeo Arizona joined the 
Sonoita Royalty team of Queen Brooke 
Smith, Princess Cheyenee Meier and 
Little Miss Jaelee Mernaugh, as well as 
other visiting rodeo royalty from across 
the state to work cattle, carry sponsor 
flags and act as ambassadors for the 
sport.
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2018 Santa Cruz County Fair Winners

Quilting: 
         Roberta Sipes  

     Culinary:
         Adult: Claudia Mavis
         Jr: Oscar Padilla  

     Perishable Foods Contest: 
        Adult: Jessica Cobb  

                      Jr: Justin Lichter
                Child: Laura Keith
Creative Arts: 
                Deb Hewitt
                Steven McEwen
                Lori Shipione

Floriculture:
        Aishah Lurry 
Photography:
 Professional: John Hoffman
 Amateur: Marnie Castro
 Youth: Lilly Rigas  

      Fine Arts:
 Professional: Luis Preciado
 Amateur: Sarah Everhart
 Youth: Celeste Navarro  

      Cowboy Crafts:
 Fox Johnson 
Poultry:
 Larry Becker

Local 4-H / FFA 2018 Grand Champions
Grand Champion Dairy Cow                                          Ila Barker                             
Grand Champion Dairy Heifer                     Sophia Routledge
Grand Champion Junior Dairy Showmanship     Maggie Barker 
Grand Champion Senior Dairy Showmanship     Sarah Lyman
Grand Champion Junior Dog Showmanship     Marius Gonzales
Grand Champion Novice Dog Obedience      Dakota Wood 
Grand Champion Novice Agility        Marius Gonzales
Grand Champion Pre Novice Obedience       Connor Hathway 
Grand Champion Senior Dog Showmanship     Dakota Wood 
Grand Champion Junior Fine Art       Sydney McKay 
Grand Champion Junior Photography      Nicholas Dekhtyar
Grand Champion Junior Quilting       Sydney McKay 
Grand Champion Senior Fine Art      Lilia Patterson 
Grand Champion Junior Educational Exibit      Francisco Baez
Grand Champion Misc. Educational Exibit      Giana Martin/Jesus Vasquez
Grand Champion Junior High Point       Addison Tomlinson 
Grand Champion Junior Horse Showman     Addison Tomlinson 
Grand Champion Rooke High Point       Hana Bartine
Grand Champion Senior High Point       Brianna Young
Grand Champion Senior Showman       Brianna Young 
Grand Champion Bred 'N Fed Market Goat     Alexandra Pallanes
Grand Champion Bred 'N Fed Market Steer     Marin Tomlinson 
Grand Champion Breeding Goat       Amy Burleson 
Grand Champion Junior Beef Showmaship     Addison Tomlinson 
Grand Champion Junior Sheep Showmanship     Tyler Young
Grand Champion Junior Swine Showmanship     McKenzie Beyer
Grand Champion Market Goat       Amy Burleson 
Grand Champion Market Hog       Brent Anderson 
Grand Champion Market Junior Round Robin     McKenzie Beyer
Grand Champion Market Lamb       Brianna Young 
Grand Champion Market Senior Round Robin     Ila Barker 
Grand Champion Market Steer       Marin Tomlinson 
Grand Champion Heifer         Sarah Lyman
Grand Champion Senior Beef Showmanship     Marin Tomlinson 
Grand Champion Senior Goat Showmanship     Alexandra Pallanes
Grand Champion Senior Sheep Showmanship     Brianna Young
Grand Champion Senior Swine Showmanship     Ila Barker 
Grand Champion Junior Iron Sights Rifle      Julianna Romero 
Grand Champion Senior Compound Bow      Brent Anderson 
Grand Champion Senior Recurve Bow       Cristin Hathway 
Grand Champion Senior Scope Sights Rifle     Brent Anderson 
Grand Champion Junior Scope Sight Rifle      Ryan Anderson 
Grand Champion Junir Iron Sights Rifle       Juliana Romero 
Grand Champion Sub Junior Compound Bow     Jesse Phelps 
Grand Champion Sub Junior Iron Sights Rifle     Hana Bartine
Grand Champion Sub Junior Scope Sights Rifle     Jesse Phelps 
Grand Champion Junior Poultry Showmanship     Hana Bartine
Grand Champion Junior Rabbit Showmanship     Ivy Allen 
Grand Champion Junior Turkey Showmanship     Sydney McKay 
Grand Champion Breed Turkey       Sydney McKay 
Grand Champion Market Turkey       Nicholas Young 
Grand Champion Non-Market Junior Round Robin  Hana Bartine
Grand Champion Non-Market Senior Round Robin  Brianna Young
Grand Champion Senior Poultry Showmanship      Morgan Hayes 

The Santa Cruz County Youth Livestock auction at the County Fair saw 55 
animals go through the ring, raising a record breaking $207,200, a 9% increase 
over last year’s sales, according to sale manager and 4-H beef project leader, 
Dean Fish. $7500 went to the scholarship fund, and the remainder was paid di-
rectly to the youth who had raised and competed at the fair with their animals. 
The high selling animal at the sale was a steer owned by Sheyanne Pruett, of 
Sonoita, which sold for $15,000. Rummel Construction, Inc. spent the most 
money on animals at the sale. “I am overwhelmed by the support this commu-
nity demonstrates for our young people,” Fish said.

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
Marin Tomlinson leads her Grand Champion steer into the auction ring at 
the county fair.

Best of Show - Open Division

Contributed Photo 
Sisters Faith and Laura Keith show off their ribbons and trophy won in 
the Perishable Foods Contest at the fair.

PROPANESONOITA

ON YOUR FACE
SMILESERVICE THAT WILL PUT A

www.sonoitapropane.com
info@sonoitapropane.com
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Calendar
Oct 4 – AZ Native Plants Society 
Meeting (Santa Cruz Chapter) 6 p.m. 
@ Borderlands Restoration Network 
Conference Room 1, Patagonia 

Oct 6 – Pancake Breakfast & Tour 
of Deep Dirt Farm 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Donations gratefully received. Email 
tirion.kate@gmail.com or call 520-
604-7654 for directions. GPS is not 
advised. 

Oct 6 - AZ Native Plant Society walk 
at Canelo Cienega. 10-2 p.m. RSVP 
at santacruz.aznps@gmail.com. 
Family friendly, easy hiking. 

Oct 6 - Flea market in front of Heart 
of Gold Antiques in Sonoita. 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. No charge to set up. Call 394-
0199 for any additional information. 

October 11 - The Patagonia Wom-
an’s Club host Janet Welkin, talking 
about history of the League of Wom-
en Voters of the U.S.. 1 p.m. in Cady 
Hall, Patagonia. Call Anne Townsend 
at 520-394-0173

Oct 12 - 30th Anniversary Kick-Off 
Celebration for the Patagonia Fall 
Festival 1-5 p.m.  

Oct 13-14 -  Patagonia Fall Festival 
9-5 p.m. http://patagoniafallfestival.
com/

Oct 18 – Public Forum on Proposi-
tions. 6 p.m. at Tin Shed Theater 
Patagonia. Potluck dinner. Do you 
have a strong stand on one of the 
issues?  Contact Molly at mandfar@
gmail.com to lead one of the propo-
sition discussions. 

Oct 18  - The So Az Republican Club 
meeting guest speaker is Shelley 
Kais, running for State Senate. 7 
pm. Group meets on the 3rd Thurs-
day of each month @ Sonoita Fire 
House Board room, guests and 
visitors welcome. 

Oct 19 - Patagonia Union HS Home-
coming. 10 a.m. parade. 3:45 p.m. 
Salsa Competition ($5).  4-6 p.m. 
Dinner ($10). 6-8 p.m. Soccer Game. 
8-10 p.m. Dance & Bonfire

Oct 19 - Garden Group meeting -
11 a.m. Plant Parenhood will meet 
at the Diamond JK Nursery behind 
hardware store in Sonoita.  Bob 
Hyland 455-4699 or bobmarionhy-
land@gmail.com

EVENTS

MEETINGS

AA - Pat. Seventh Day Adventist 
Church Fellowship Hall, Thurs. at 
6:30 p.m. Sonoita Bible Church, Tue. 
at 7:30 p.m. For more AA meetings, 
info, call 520-624-4183.

Overeaters Anonymous - Tue. & 
Thurs. at 6:30 p.m. Fragrance-free 
meeting. Patagonia United Method-
ist Church. 520-404-3490.

Adult Children of Alcholics/Dys-
functional Families. Meetings every 
other Saturday 7 pm @ Sonoita 
Fairgrounds 10/13 & 10/27. Email 
ymarcroft7@gmail.com

CHOP (Community Homes of 
Patagonia, Inc.) - Board meeting 
3rd. Mon. at 6 p.m. in the Patagonia 
Town Council Room Chambers.

Patagonia Town Council - 2nd & 4th 
Wed. at 7 p.m. in Town Council Hall.

Rotary Club - 2nd & 4th Thurs., 5:30 
p.m. at the Steak Out. Info: Sue, 520-
990-4648.

Senior Citizens of Patagonia’s Board 
of Directors - 2nd Mon, 3pm at the 
Senior Center.

Patagonia Museum - Oct: open 
Thurs-Sat 2-4 p.m. Info: www.thepa-
tagoniamuseum.org.

San Rafael Community 4-H Club 
- 2nd Mon, Patagonia Methodist 
Church, Thurber Hall, 5:30 p.m. Info: 
Tami, 455-5561.

Santa Cruz Singers - rehearsals 
Thurs at 5 p.m., SCFPA office, 348 
Naugle Ave., Patagonia. New mem-
bers welcome!

Bingo - 1st & 3rd Mon., St. Theresa 
Parish Hall in Patagonia, 6 p.m. Info: 
455-5681.

Crossroads Quilters - 2nd & 4th 
Mon, Sonoita Fire Dept., 9 a.m. Info: 
520-732-0453.

Open Tennis - Saturdays, PUHS at 9 
a.m. Info: 394-2973.

Border Community Alliance - 
Monthly cross-border tours. Info: 
www.bordercommunityalliance.org.

  Gratitude Drum Circle - Tuesdays 4-6         
  at the Gazebo in Patagonia Park.  
  Open to everyone. Bring water, chair,    
  & drum. Extra instruments

  Group Meditation - Fridays 5-6 pm  
  at the Seniors Center.  No experience  
  required.   Call Aisha 520-400-9253. 

  Tai Chi- Tues & Thurs 1030-1130 am  
  at Senior’s Center.  Free. All wel- 
  come.  Finishes 11/15/2018

Patagonia Community United-
Methodist Church
387 McKeown Ave., Patagonia 
394-2274
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
Youth Group: Sun. - 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

St. Therese of Lisieux Catholic 
Church
222 Third Ave., Patagonia 
394-2954
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.

Canelo Cowboy Church
Hwy 83, MP 14, Elgin 455-5000
Sunday Services: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School: 10:30 a.m. (except third 
Sundays)Ranch Family Fun Day: 7 
a.m. every 3rd Sunday.

Sonoita Hills Community Church
52 Elgin Rd., Elgin 455-5172
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

Sonoita Bible Church
3174 N. Highway 83, Sonoita 455-
5779
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group: 2nd & 4th Wed. 
6-8 p.m.

Our Lady of the Angels Catholic 
Church
12 Los Encinos Rd., Sonoita 
394-2954
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m.

Harvest Christian Fellowship/
Sonoita Foursquare Church
3107 Hwy 83, Sonoita 455-5505
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
Sonoita Hills Community Chruch 
52 Elgin Rd., Elgin
2nd & 4th Saturdays: 10 a.m.

ChurCh serViCes

SPECIAL INTERESTS COMMUNITY SERVICES

Lunch for Seniors - Fresh-cooked 
meals, Mon - Fri, noon-1 p.m. At the 
Patagonia Senior Center.

Sr. Citizens of Patagonia Van Service 
Medical transportation, Mon - Fri for 
seniors & disabled by appointment 
only. Info: 394-2494.

Story Time with Ms. Laura - For 
caregivers and children aged 5 & 
under. 1st & 3rd Mon, 9-10 a.m. at 
Patagonia Library. Info: 394-2010.

Patagonia Methodist Church Thrift 
Shop - Fri & Sat 10-2 p.m.

Angel Wings Thrift & Gift Shop - 
Thurs - Sat, 10-2 p.m. Our Lady of 
the Angels Catholic Church, 12 Los 
Encinos Rd, Sonoita.

Sonoita/Patagonia Email Newsletter 
- usually twice a week. Free. Sign up 
at clarebonelli@sonoitapatagonialo-
cals.com.

Patagonia Farmers Market
Thursday 10a.m - 2p.m. In front of 
Red Mountain Foods

Nogales Mercado Farmers’ Market - 
Fri 3-6 p.m. 163 N Morley Ave.
Nogales, AZ.

“Eating Smart, Being Active” Pata-
gonia Family Resource Center
For parents and caregivers of chil-
dren 0-5. Tuesdays,  9:30-11:00 AM
Start October 9 for 8 weeks. Call 
Beth 520-287-9108

Oct 20 - Artisan & Craft Fair in Elgin, 
Village of Elgin Winery, 471 Elgin Rd. 
10 a.m. -5 p.m.

Oct 24 Movie “Bisbee 17” at Tin 
Shed Theater Patagonia. 6 p.m. 
Sponsored by Patagonia Library & 
PCAA. $5 Suggestion Donation

Oct 26 Community Halloween Party
@ Sonoita Fairgrounds. 5 p.m. 
Costume Contest, Games, Haunted 
House, Food. Free

Oct. 27 - Employing Rural Border-
land’s Youth To Restore Their Home 
Watersheds 10 a.m. Cady Hall, 
Patagonia. Presented by Friends of 
Sonoita Creek 

Oct 27 Movie “Funny Girl” 2 p.m. 
Tin Shed Theater Patagonia. $10 
Suggestion Donation

Oct 27- Harris Heritage Growers 
Annual Fall Festival. 10-4 p.m.

Oct 30 - “Bisbee Walls: Past and 
Present,” with author Colleen 
Crowlie at Patagonia Library. 
6:30 p.m. 

EVENTS



Classifieds
HELP WANTED

STRONG BACK? ABLE TO TRANSFER 200 LBS?
If you’re an experienced or certified caregiver, call Patagonia

Assisted Care: 520-604-8179.

SONOITA SELF STORAGE+RV/BOAT STORAGE RENTALS 
5x10, 10 x 10,10x 20. 520-455-9333 or 520-455-4641.

TO PLACE CLASSIFIEDS 
OR ADS, CONTACT 

PRTADS@GMAIL.COM

CLASSES

MISCELLANEOUS

Santa Cruz Humane Society
232 E. Patagonia Hwy (Rt. 82)

Nogales, AZ 85621 (520) 287-5654

NOW HIRING - HIGH SPIRITS FLUTES
Please email your resume to admin@highspirits.com.

PA G E  2 3           PA T A G O N I A  R E G I O N A L  T I M E S          O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8

AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION

LITTER IS PREVENTABLE!

JULIA GREEN VOICE AND PIANO STUDIO
Voice & piano lessons $45/45 mins. www.juliagreenmusic.com 

 505-350-8543 Patagonia 85624.

WILLA ROSE MASSAGE THERAPY
$65/hour,  $95/1.5 hour

By appointment: 520.604.7389      willarosetherapy@gmail.com

HOUSING RENTALS

OVER 55+ ROOM AVAILABLE
With common areas in beautiful setting. $450, includes utilities.

Call Don at 297-7065

oCtober 24            

FULL MOON

Luna is a Doxie mix. She is estimated 
to be 6 months old, loves playing, 
gets along great with other pups and 
loves people. She goes crazy for kids 
and enjoys spending time outdoors 
playing and chasing toys. 

Orca is a British Short Hair black and 
white cat that is looking for a forever 
home. He is estimated to be 2 years 
old, does great with other cats and 
loves people. He only has a grumpy 
face but he's a total love bug!

Patagonia “Lobos”
Sports Schedule

October 2018
Cross Country

 DATE  OPPONENT            LOCATION     TIME
 Tues. Oct 16 Tombstone  Away         4:30p.m.
 Sat. Oct 20 Manuel Alvarez/ Buena Away         8:30a.m.
 Wed. Oct 31 Sectionals / Rio Rico Away             TBD

Soccer
 Mon. Oct 1 Academy of Tucson Away         4:00p.m.
 Thu. Oct 4 Academy of Tucson Home            4:00p.m.
 Mon. Oct 8 Bisbee   Home            4:00p.m.
 Thurs. Oct 11 Willcox   Home         4:00p.m.
 Thurs. Oct 18 Desert Christian / 
  Udall Park  Away         6:00p.m.
 Fri. Oct 19 Lourdes 
  (Homecoming)  Home         6:00p.m.

Volleyball
 Wed. Oct 3 Bowie/San Simon Home         JV 4:00p.m./V 5:00p.m.
 Thurs. Oct. 4 Duncan   Home            JV 5:00p.m./V 6:00p.m.
 Tues. Oct 9 Boboquivari (Sr. Night)  Home         JV 5:00p.m./V 6:00p.m.
 Thurs. Oct 11    T.O.   Away         6:00p.m.
 Mon. Oct 15 Saint David  Away         JV 4:00p.m./V 5:00p.m.
 Tues. Oct 16 Valley Union  Away             JV 5:00p.m./V 6:00p.m.
 Thurs. Oct. 18 ASDB (JV only)  Home         5:00p.m.

THAI/CHINESE CUISINE
I am Chinese raised in Thailand and I will cook for and teach you and your 

friends. I will come to your home with fresh ingredients and all supplies. Not 
only will we have a wonderful time, but it ends with an excellent lunch or 

dinner! $40/ person - Introductory Price!  Minimum 3 people.
Please contact Rachell.schwartz3@gmail.com



PATAGONIA: 325-A McKeown Ave., next to Gathering Grounds  520-394-2120 

SONOITA: Corner of Hwys 82 & 83, next to Post Office  520-455-5235  

www.buysonoita.com or www.sonoita-realestate.com 

  

Jean Miller 
Co-Owner, General Manager 
Direct 520-508-3335 
jeanmiller@longrealty.com 

 

Carol Ford 
Co-Owner, Designated Broker 
Direct 520-604-0162 
cford@longrealty.com 

Download FREE Long Realty App for instant Arizona real estate active listings, pending sales and recently sold properties. 

$159,000 

163 DOUBLETREE LN MLS # 21812194 
Great location.  2Bd/2Ba,  Great Room, High ceilings,  mod-
ern kitchen, A/C,, covered patio,  fenced, carport, 2 storage 
sheds.   BARBARA HARRIS 602 826-4026 

  PATAGONIA  COTTAGE 

$315,000 

MLS # 21730261  15.87 ACRES 
High in the Patagonia Mtns.  Log cabin,  Cowboy Casita, 
Chapel & several outbuildings.  Bring the horses for great 
trail riding.   BARBARA HARRIS  602 826-4026 

379,000  

SONOITA  DUPLEX    MLS # 2172627 
Great location near Sonoita Crossroads/Fairgrounds. Each 
unit has  2Bd/2Ba  & a  2-car garage.  Sante Fe style, great 
views.   LARRY DEMUN  520 732-9179 

$215,000 

Once a part of a thriving mining community. Cozy mud 
adobe w/ white stucco interior. 3Bd/1Ba.  Quiet, peaceful. 
Gated subdivision.   BARBARA HARRIS 602 826-4026 

$325,000

MLS# 21810533 
  3 Bd/2Ba, 2434 sf with fresh paint & carpet. Burnt adobe 
w/ high beamed ceilings, Saltillo tile floors, 2 patios, 2 car 
garage & separate studio.   JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335  

$225,000 

MLS # 21716353    PATAGONIA 
GATED FAMILY COMPOUND. Lg remodeled 3Bd/2Ba mfr 
home w/Great Room. Smaller 2Bd/2Ba fixer-upper mfr 
home. Garage,  workshop.  JEAN MILLER  520 508-3335 

$375,000 

MLS # 21725571  4.14 ACRES 
 2121sf, 3Bd/2Ba.  Great views, island kitchen, sunken liv 
rm w/fireplace,  lg master bedroom, 3 car garage.  Great 
private well.  Great for horses.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

$299,000 

MLS # 21615292   MUD ADOBE 
2321sf  3Bd/2Ba on easy-care .37 acres.  Charm & charac-
ter, HOA w/pool, mature trees,  acres of shared land, 
quick Hwy 83 access.   CAROL FORD  520 604-0162 

$464,900 

  MLS #21824168        4.3 ACRES 
GORGEOUS VIEWS! Gated community walking distance to 
town.  Loaded w/luxury amenities.   2Bd/2Ba,  garage, 
beautifully finished inside.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

   WHISPERING ROSE RANCH—MOWRY INVESTMEST OPPORTUNITY  

WASHINGTON CAMP  CASAS ARROYO HOUSE W/STUDIO    INVESTMENT  OPPORTUNITY  

JUST REMODELED  LAKE PATAGONIA CASAS ARROYO de SONOITA   LUXURY HOME ON THE MESA 

 PATAGONIA MOUNTAIN RETREAT 

MLS #21730369  29.3 PRISTINE ACRES MLS #21702137    201 ACRES MLS #21802506       7.11  ACRES 

S BAR V RANCH   SAN RAFAEL VALLEY CHARMING STABILZED ADOBE HOME 

2532 sf, 4Bd/3Ba with large kitchen,  AZ room, workshop, stor-
age bldg., barn, chicken coop.  Great country living in serene, 
wooded, Creekside location.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

Built in 1997 wi/2017 addition of spacious master bed-
room suite. 2278 sf, 2 Bd/2Ba, bonus rm.  No HOA or 
CC&R’s.  Private well.   BARBARA HARRIS 602 826-4026 

$350,000 

2100 sf charming ranch home, fully equipped barn w/
apartment, oaks, gentle grasslands, add’l bldg. site.  Gor-
geous views, USFS on 2 sides.   CAROL FORD 520 604-0162 

$1,600,000 $550,000 

MLS #  21815882  7.98 ACRES   


