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The SCC Board of Supervisors, ig-
noring the pleas of frustrated residents 
of eastern Santa Cruz County, voted 
unanimously, on March 21, to close 
the Sonoita Court. The Supervisors 
meeting was packed for the third time 
in a month with residents of Sonoita 
and Elgin who either asked that the 
Court remain open, or that a more de-
tailed study be done about the impact 
of the closure.

County manager Jill St. John had 
requested that the supervisors abolish 
Justice Precinct 2, and consolidate all 
court proceedings into JP 1, based in 
Nogales. This measure eliminates four 
paid positions in Sonoita, Judge Keith 
Barth, Constable Art Hinker, and two 
clerks, which she believes, will save the 
county $200,000 per year.  

Chairman Manuel Ruiz opened the 
meeting by cautioning speakers to re-
frain from personal attacks. “I will not 
tolerate them,” he said, threatening to 
have people removed from the room 
by the deputies present. 

Many of the twenty speakers who 
addressed the supervisors focused 
on what they believe to be the inade-
quate decision-making process under-
taken by the county. 

Kat Crockett, of Elgin, said, “Today 
you must decide if your intent is to 
support the county manager, the only 
person proposing this measure, or if 
you are going to support the citizens 
on the east side.” She stated that there 

were probably other places in the 
county budget that could have been 
cut. “To me, the process is flawed,” she 
said. “There was no involvement from 
the senior leadership of the courts, 
there was no opportunity for citizen 
involvement…There’s no clear deci-
sion on how justice services are to be 
provided to our part of the county and 
there’s no information in the proposal 
on the impacts of this decision.”

Judy Neal, of Elgin, referred to “the 
inadequate process” that had been fol-
lowed in coming to this decision. She 
felt that there had not been enough 
study of the effects of closing the 
court, and cited Pinal County, where a 
similar consolidation took place. “We 
are not advocating that the Sonoita 
Court should never be closed, but that 
it should not be closed for this election 
cycle, due to a late and inadequate 
process leading up to your decision,” 
she said. 

Other speakers shared their feel-
ings that the residents of Sonoita 
and Elgin had no voice in the county. 
Sue Archibald, of Sonoita, asked, “Do 
we really matter?” Dennis Connors, 
of Sonoita, echoed her sentiments, 
saying, “The county is taking more and 
more from us.” He cited the reduced 
hours and increased fees at the land-
fill, the loss of the courthouse, and the 
increases in his property taxes. “Our 
vote doesn’t count. We don’t count.” 

Kurt Bahti, of Sonoita, addressed 
the board, saying that he suspected 
that there was a “hidden intent. The 

whole process was not transparent…
Your vote will tell us whether you are 
representing us or not.” Other speak-
ers questioned if the move was a 
personal attack on Judge Barth. 

“Why can’t you hear us, what is 
your reason? Collusion?” Meade “Doc” 
Clyne, of Rain Valley, asked the super-
visors. “I’m going to try to be respect-
ful but its hard when you treat us this 

way, like we’re not here and you ignore 
us.”

Gary Gilbert, of Elgin, referred to 
the closure as being perhaps a vendet-
ta against Sonoita and Elgin. “Valua-
tions of our property continue to esca-
late every year, and yet we’re getting 
nothing for this. There’s something 

Court Closed Despite Community Concerns

See CLOSURE/ Page 4

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
Kurt Bahti tells the Board of Supervisors that he feels there was a “hidden 
intent” in the effort to close the Sonoita Court.

By Maron Vendituoli
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  One Year Subscription (10 Issues) for Myself for $50.
  I would like ___ Gift Subscriptions for $50 each.(Please include
Name,Address and Email for each gift subscription) 
NAME__________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________
EMAIL__________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Patagonia Regional Times. 
Mail to PRT P.O. Box 1073, Patagonia, AZ 85624

Or subscribe online at www.patagoniaregionaltimes.org.

I Would Like a Subscription to the Patagonia Regional Times!YES!

Don’t miss out on any issues of the Patagonia Regional Times. A mail subscription is the perfect 
way to stay in touch with all the news. Whether you are a snowbird, heading back up north now that 
spring has arrived, or you’ve moved away but still want to know what’s happening here in eastern 
Santa Cruz County, or it’s just more convenient to get your PRT in the mail, let us send you the paper. 

It’s a great gift for all your friends and relatives who love our area and want to stay informed, and 
you will be helping to support your local, homegrown free press. 

The Patagonia Regional Times is offering a one full year subscription, delivered to your mailbox for 
only $50. Just mail in the form below, or subscribe online at patagoniaregionaltimes.org. 
Your subscription will help to ensure the future of the PRT, a non-profit, 501C3 organization, and a por-

tion of your subscription is tax-deductible. 

To all Sonoitans, Elginians, Patagonians and other readers of this paper:
Our new printing format allows better image quality, so we’d like to print a bit more local photography, as space 
permits.  
We welcome your photos that illustrate:
•    The feeling of a special place, person or event 
•    The sensation of a powerful local moment 
•    Our unique environment 
•    A glimpse of history 
•    Some powerful scene from the sky
We’ll look at anything you send, with the following guidelines:
•  Avoid cliches like cats, rainbows, road kill, and 94% of sunsets.
•  Don’t just shoot THINGS, but look for the whole scene around it.
• Landscape pictures are often more effective with something going on in the foreground.
• Photos should stand alone, without explanatory text or stories needed, but if you have one with a compelling 

story connected to it, talk to us about writing an article!
And the technical stuff:
• We want photos at 300 pixels per inch, so please don’t sent Iphone shots unless you know how to increase the 

resolution.
• Any shape or orientation is OK.
• Be sure to give us the name you want used to credit the photo.
• Email your submissions to prteditor@gmail.com

PRT
THE PRT NEEDS YOU!
 The Patagonia Regional Times is seeking volunteers to    

 help keep this nonprofit, community paper thriving.  
 Volunteers are needed in the following areas: 
    •       Volunteer coordinator
    • Distribution coordinator 
 • Website coordinator 
 • Social media/email coordinator  
 • News reporter(s)
 • Writers for feature stories, columns, events 
 • Photographer(s)
 • Event planners 
 • Proof reader(s)
 • Data entry 
 • Development 

For more information, email prteditor@gmail.com

A Call For Photos



PA G E  3           PA T A G O N I A  R E G I O N A L  T I M E S           A P R I L  2 0 1 8

 Continuing its efforts begun in 
1998, the Patagonia Regional Commu-
nity Fund (PRCF) recently announced 
its 2018 grants to local charitable or-
ganizations operating in our East Santa 
Cruz County communities. 
PRCF 2018 grants benefiting our 
local communities:
      •The Santa Cruz County Fair and 
Rodeo Association (SCCFRA) to help 
it substantially upgrade the kitchen 
facilities at the fair/rodeo grounds to 
full commercial grade to allow it to 
better prepare meals for the many fair, 
rodeo, horse race, 4-H, FFA and other 
local events and fundraisers held at 
the fair/rodeo grounds and other area 
locations. 
      •Patagonia Community Radio 
(KPUP) to fund the purchase of new 
emergency alert system hardware to 
replace the non-functioning hardware 
now in place. This new hardware will 
allow KPUP to properly fulfill its role 
as the designated local broadcaster for 
the Federal Emergency Alert System, a 
critical need of our communities given 
our recent frequent wildfires.
      •The Patagonia Regional Times 
to fund the development of a new 
website and to enable the purchase of 
donation software.
PRCF's 2018 grants benefiting our 
local seniors, veterans and others: 
      •The Senior Citizens of Patagonia 
to fund the construction of a sturdy 
steel carport adjacent to the Sonoita 
Fire Department to shelter the new 
medical appointment van now sta-
tioned there to serve Sonoita, Elgin 
and Canelo residents. 
      •Family Healthcare Amigos to help 
support its improved Lending Shed 
program that loans durable medical 
equipment to those needing it. 

PRCF 2018 grants benefiting our local 
youth have been made to: 
      •The Patagonia Creative Arts 
Association to support its continuing 
“Voices for Young Authors” program 
which it runs in collaboration with the 
Patagonia Library, Patagonia Elemen-
tary School, and Patagonia Montessori 
School.
      •The Patagonia Youth Enrichment 
Center (PYEC) to help it offer a “Kids 
Can Cook!” program in conjunction 
with the Pima Community College 
Culinary Arts Program. The goal of this 
program is for local volunteers and 
others to educate youth about the 
various tasks and jobs associated with 
cooking which will hopefully lead to 
culinary related careers for some and 
better nutrition and food preparation 
for all. This program will be presented 
in the new commercial grade kitchen 
now in progress at the new home of 
the PYEC at the corner of South Third 
Avenue and Duquesne (across the 
street from the Patagonia Fire Depart-
ment).  
      •Borderlands Restoration Network 
to help fund a joint program with the 
Patagonia Creative Arts Association to 
present a series of workshops for local 
youth to explore the intersection of 
ecology and the arts.

Many of these community efforts 
supported by PRCF are joint ventures 
involving a variety of local organiza-
tions. Such joint efforts are favored by 
PRCF to better and more effectively 
take advantage of our many local, 
often complementary resources and of 
PRCF’s limited funds available to grant.          

PRCF is grateful for the contribu-
tions made to it by local residents 
which allow it to support such worthy 
community efforts, now and into the 
future. If you would like to help sup-
port such community efforts, you can 
contribute to PRCF online through the 
Arizona Community Funds website at 
azfoundation.org or by sending a check 
made out to PRCF to ACF's Southeast 
Arizona Regional Office at PO Box 
1208, Sierra Vista, AZ 85636.

PRCF
Announces 
2018 Grants
By Lou Schatz

The Sonoita Elementary School Dis-
trict Board voted unanimously at their 
meeting on March 12 to eliminate one 
teaching position at the Elgin Elemen-
tary School, to move 5th grade into 
the middle school, and to decline to 
renew the contract for School Superin-
tendent Christopher Bonn.

The move to eliminate one posi-
tion at the school was prompted by 
a $150,000 budget shortfall in the FY 
2018/2019 budget. School Board pres-
ident Mike Sweedo blames the state 
for the shortfall. “The state is shirking 
its responsibilities,” he said, “and the 
difference has to be made up by the 
local taxpayers.” There is a property 
tax cap in effect, precluding the school 
from collecting additional funding at 
the local level.

Linda Mott, the present 1st grade 
teacher will not be returning. The 5th 
grade teacher will move to 3rd grade, 
and the 2nd grade teacher will move 
to 1st grade. 

Mott, who was named ‘Educator of 
the Month’ in February, is being let go, 
according to Sweedo, because she is 
a retired teacher. “Protocol is that re-
tired teachers are first to go,” he said. 

Other cost saving options under 
consideration would have been to 
eliminate the middle school art posi-

tion, a middle school teacher, the PE/
counselor teacher, library/media spe-
cialist and student achievement coach 
positions. These were all unanimously 
voted against by the board.

The board then voted unanimously 
to decline to approve a new contract 
for Superintendent Bonn, whose con-
tract expires in June 2018. Bonn has 
been the Sonoita School District Su-
perintendent since 2014. “We didn’t 
like the contract,” Sweedo said. “We 
declined to review the contract that 
was submitted to the board.” 

On the agenda of a school board 
meeting scheduled for March 20, 
which was subsequently cancelled, 
were actions to place Bonn on admin-
istrative leave until the end of his con-
tract. “When I saw how the agenda 
was written, I had it pulled,” Sweedo 
said. When asked what the motiva-
tion for including the administrative 
leave on the agenda could have been, 
Sweedo replied, “People can think 
whatever they want.” He declined to 
comment on whether there was dis-
satisfaction with Bonn’s performance 
at the school. Superintendent Bonn 
could not be reached for comment.

The next Sonoita School District 
School Board meeting has been sched-
uled for April 3. 

School Board Reduces 
Faculty, Declines to 
Renew Superintendent’s 
Contract By Marion Vendituoli

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
Sonoita School Board members listen to public comments before voting 
to eliminate one teaching position and not to renew the Superintendent’s 
contract. (From left) Ian Tomlinson, Kelly Bostock, Ginny Cosbey, Sharon 
McCone, Mike Sweedo, Christopher Bonn.

Photo by Lynn Davison
A PRCF grant will fund the “Kids Can Cook” program at the Patagonia 
Youth Enrichment Center.

In last month’s Council Notes, it was incorrectly reported that Melissa 
Murrietta has resigned from the Planning and Zoning Committee. She 
remains on the committee but has turned over the chairmanship to 

Sharon Calvert. Mary Monroe has resigned from the committee.

Our apologies for these errors and omissions.

Errors and Omissions
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Grand Opening!! 
Our New Youth Center

Dedication at 1 p.m. on April 21st  
Open house all afternoon!

Please join us!! 
115 South Third Avenue

(Corner of Third and Duquesne)
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really wrong here,” he said. “If you 
look at the employees of Santa Cruz 
County and all the managers, there’s 
an overproportion of Hispanic popula-
tion in employment than there is Cau-
casian. Keith Barth is one of the few 
Caucasian employees here,” he said. 
“There’s a hidden agenda. Is there a 
vendetta that the county manager has 
against Sonoita-Elgin?” 

Despite the opposition voiced in 
the public comments, the supervisors 
voted to close the courthouse. District 
2 Supervisor Rudy Molera addressed 
the audience, saying he had done his 
due diligence and praised St. John. 
He stated that he was willing to have 
discussions about the issue of high 
taxation in the Sonoita area. 

“Sometimes we have to make hard 
decisions,” Ruiz said, after voting to 
close the JP2 court. “We’ve looked at 
our budget, made a lot of cuts.” He 
promised the audience that the board 
would address residents’ complaints. 
“We heard what you said, and we see 
that there a lot of inequities in the way 
you perceive services are delivered. 
We will change that. I guarantee you.”

Bruce Bracker, the Supervisor for 
District 3, which includes Sonoita and 

Elgin, declined to make any comments 
to the audience. 

In an email, Bracker wrote “It is 
very difficult to consider a decision in 
which livelihoods are at stake. Sonoita 
residents asked us to slow down the 
evaluation process so they could pro-
vide us with additional information to 
consider; we did. After receiving and 
analyzing the additional information 
there was a minimal variance between 
the analysis that the County Manager 
proposed and the analysis that was 
produced by the Sonoita group. 

I am confident that the courts will 
determine an appropriate level of ser-
vice for our east county residents, and 
I will work to repurpose the savings 
into valued-added projects that bene-
fit all the residents in Sonoita.”

 “I’m completely baffled,” Barth 
said after the meeting. “The communi-
ty spoke clearly, justly and completely 
with rational arguments.” 

“I believe that this was done hap-
hazardly and inaccurately,” Beth Barth 
said. “The right thing to do would be 
for the board to delay this vote and 
get the community to be part of this 
major decision.”

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
Doc Clyne asks the supervisors, “Why can’t you hear us, what is your rea-
son? Collusion?”

Opening of Proctor Exhibit 
Held at Canoa Ranch
By Marion Vendituoli

Fran Russell cuts the ribbon to open the Proctor Collection exhibit at 
Canoa Ranch. (From left) Enrique( Kiki) Bustamante, K.K. Proctor, Robert 
Proctor, Paul Ronstadt. Bob Ronstadt, Fran Russell, Mike Proctor, Frank 
(Poncho) Redondo and Robert Vaughn.

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 

More than 100 people gathered 
at the Canoa Ranch in Green Valley, 
on March 3, for the dedication of the 
George Redondo Proctor Collection 
of western memorabilia. Proctor had 
maintained his private museum in 
Patagonia until the time of his death in 
2015 at the age of 97. 

Proctor’s collection represents 
ranching life over the past two hun-
dred years in Santa Cruz and Pima 
counties. The walls and shelves of the 
museum that Proctor built in 
Patagonia held more than a thousand 
items, including western tack, farming 
and ranching implements, household 
items, metates, arrowheads, furni-
ture, and old license plates, which are 
now on display in the tack room and 
foreman’s house at the Canoa Ranch 
Historic Site.

A still that had belonged to 
Proctor’s father became the first ex-
hibit in his museum, according to his 
companion, Fran Russell, who helped 
him bring it back from the family ranch 
in Madeira Canyon. “We went over to 
his sister’s [Margarita Proctor Redon-
do] and found the still just sitting out 
in the weather,” she said. “I helped 
him find all the parts and put it togeth-
er.” Proctor’s father made moonshine 
mescal to supplement their income, 
which George remembered delivering 
in saddle bags at a young age.

George Proctor led a remarkable 
life, growing up on a remote ranch in 
the Santa Ritas, serving in the Pacific 
in World War II and earning a Purple 
Heart, the Legion of Merit Citation and 

the Combat Infantryman Badge. After 
the war, he returned to the University 
of Arizona to earn a masters’ degree in 
range ecology, went to Mexico to fight 
hoof and mouth disease, worked for 
the Forest Service and as an agricultur-
al consultant in South America before 
retiring to Patagonia in 1975, where he 
was elected to serve on the Santa Cruz 
County Board of Supervisors.

“My dad wanted his collection to 
go to Canoa,” Robert Proctor said in 
an interview in 2016. Proctor’s mother 
was related to the Ortiz family, who 
owned the 17,000-acre Canoa Ranch 
land grant in the 1800’s. 

Robert Vaughn, special projects 
manager for Pima County natural 
resources, parks and recreation, feels 
the Proctor Collection commemorates 
“those families and those people who 
settled the Santa Cruz Valley.” Vaughn 
estimates that more than 90% of 
Proctor’s collection is on display at 
Canoa Ranch. 

During the dedication, timed to 
coincide with what would have been 
Proctor’s 100th birthday, his son 
Michael spoke of the rich mix of 
Mexican and Anglo cultures of Santa 
Cruz County and the borderlands. 
“For us, the border has always been 
a gathering place, not something that 
separates people,” he said. “These 
things are not objects. They are things 
that people used their hands to make.” 
He said, referring to his father’s collec-
tion. “They are instruments of a place, 
expressions of love for a place.” 



The Patagonia Regional Times encourages everyone to comment pub-
licly on the events and times in which we live. Letters must be signed 

by the author and include town of residence. Letters are limited to 200 
words. PRT reserves the right to edit all letters for language, length, 

and content. Please send your letter, in MS Word, to                
prteditor@gmail.com.
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council notes

letters to the editor

I thought that the county did an 
excellent job of explaining its reason-
ing related to the consolidation of 
the Sonoita JP Court during meetings 
the last two days [3/20 - 3/21]. After 
reviewing the proceedings (public 
record) it becomes evident that the 
county in the past has bent over 
backwards to keep the Sonoita court 
"alive"...everything from adding a 2nd 
court clerk to providing supervisory 
services to help overcome poor state 
audits. Now the county has decided 
that throwing money at the problem 
is no longer practical and east county 
residents and taxpayers should be 
thankful for their fiscal oversight.

The county study session and super-
visors meetings proved educational 
and worthwhile. Understandably, 
emotions can run high and east county 

residents can react to losing a per-
ceived “asset” (court) with a "half 
cocked" attitude - especially if they 
don't have the facts to work with. 
Now they have those facts! 

The county has handled this mat-
ter in a very professional manner, 
especially allowing for east county, 
public input and questions during 
recent sessions prior to its making 
necessary decisions and voting 
appropriately, based upon circum-
stance.

T. B. Fuller
Former JP2 Judge

Kudos to the 
County 
Supervisors

Photo by Laura Wenzel

Stunning visuals and poignant 
words dominated the room as com-
munity members gathered in Cady 
Hall on March 22 for the opening 
reception for “Lens on the Border: 
Creative Resistance through the Eyes 
of Borderlands Photographers.” The 
travelling exhibit, hosted by Voices 
from the Border and the Sierra Club, 
seeks to present realities of life on the 
U.S.-Mexico border region through 
various techniques—from wildlife and 
landscape photography to portraits of 
indigenous youth to a sort of migrant 
shrine in the center of the room, re-
plete with powerful tokens that have 
come to represent migrant lives. Folks 
mingled and drank wine while mean-
dering throughout the exhibit, which 
utilized every corner of the hall. 

Lens on the Border serves as “an 
act of resistance against the stereo-
types, sensationalism, paranoia, and 

xenophobia” of the border region. 
Eight artists were featured in the 
exhibit: Krista Schlyer, photographer 
and curator of Continental Divide, and 
author of the book by the same name; 
Raechel Running, freelance creative 
and curator of Lens on the Border; 
Jasmine Stevens, a 9th grade Tohono 
O’Odham student and photographer 
from Baboquivari High School in Sells; 
Alejandra Platt, a fine art photographer 
from Hermosillo, Sonora; Morgana 
Wallace Cooper, a community-based 
artist and creator of The Border Proj-
ect; Dr. Deni Seymour, internationally 
recognized scholar on protohistoric 
and historic Native American and Span-
ish colonial archaeology and ethnohis-
tory; Khaled Jarrar, a Palestinian mul-
tidisciplinary artist;  and Bill Hatcher, a 
documentary photographer for Nation-
al Geographic, Smithsonian, Discovery, 
GEO, Newsweek, and others.

Border Exhibit Opens in 
Cady Hall

Caleb Weaver chats with Elise Misiorowski while other community mem-
bers gather at the exhibit reception.

By Laura Wenzel

Despite expressions of regret from 
all quarters about the discord that has 
marked recent town council meet-
ings, civility once again fell victim to 
partisan infighting at the February 28 
session.

Fire department volunteer Jeff 
Maxwell made a statement that 
suggested that the issues dividing the 
town could be bridged by promoting 
community dialogue. He also defended 
the public sharing of his experience as 
a member of the team that responded 
to the recent fatal accident scene that 
claimed the life of Fred Sang. 

Maxwell’s comments were followed 
immediately by those of Aaron 
Schreiber, who blamed the hostile 
atmosphere in town on people who 
oppose mining. He made a spirited 
defense of Mayor Ike Isakson who, he 
said, has done so much for this com-
munity and suggested mining oppo-
nents leave town. In response, Carolyn 
Shafer declared that mining opponents 
are trying to protect the town’s quality 
of life, to which Schreiber retorted, 
“You’re the main problem in this 
town.” 

One issue fueling heated debate at 
this session was that of anonymous 
letters reportedly sent to the mayor 
and others. Marshal Joe Patterson 
said he will investigate this matter 
and informed Shafer that he would be 
interviewing her as part of his inves-
tigation. As the discussion unfolded, 
Mayor Isakson, asserting that the 

anonymous letters were anti-mining, 
asked Shafer to send a notice to peo-
ple on her email list informing them 
that if they had any issues with him 
they should contact him directly and 
discuss it with him instead of sending 
anonymous letters. 

Shortly after his verbal exchange 
with Shafer, Mayor Isakson moved on 
to other agenda items which includ-
ed: approval of a permit for the Santa 
Cruz Foundation for the Performing 
Arts to enlarge its new opera house; 
approval of a use permit for Red Mt. 
Properties; appointment of Michael 
Harwin as the new town attorney; 
and approval for the Flood and Flow 
Committee’s pursuit of funding to 
develop a roadmap for the Sonoita 
Creek Watershed.

In stark contrast to the previous 
two sessions, the March 14 council 
meeting was a rather sedate affair. 
A motion introduced by Vice Mayor 
Andy Wood called for the council to 
adopt rules for audience participation 
during the call to the public. 

The new rules, which were adopt-
ed unanimously, limit discussion to 
matters related to the town’s busi-
ness; prohibit slanderous, disrespect-
ful or hateful comments; and specify 
that comments are to be addressed 
to the elected body only, not to 
other audience members. Audience 
members may raise issues not on the 
agenda by completing, signing, dating 
and handing in a request form to the 
town manager.

By Bob Brandt
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OPINION & COMMENT • OPINION & COMMENT • OPINION & COMMENT

LIFE AMONG THE HUMANS

By Martin Levowitz

My secret 
Friend

By now the 
mainstream 
culture knows 
what lots of us 

have always known: that emotional bonding with 
dogs, cats, horses, hamsters - even potted plants - is 
good for us and good for them. Such connection 
brings blood pressure down and allows us to feel 
less alone. I wish I could connect as well with any 
human being as with the dogs and cats I know. You 
may see that as evidence of mental immaturity 
in me; but others will know what I mean and will 
simply agree. Besides, (he said, defensively) to be 
thought "well-adjusted" in a warped society is really 
no outstanding claim to fame. 

Is our great love of animals some "mere" exten-
sion of a child's love for plushy toys, which comfort 
almost all small girls and boys? And, what about the 
ardor little children always feel when they encounter 
real, live pets - the kind that wet the floor and visit 
vets - like puppies, ponies, piglets, pythons, squid? 
Perhaps it's not a sentimental silliness at all. Could 
this stuff be a primal feature of the human heart? 
Perhaps small kids perceive what we once could, but 

later lost. Young children 
have not yet been taught 
to renounce what they 
know. They've not yet 
been converted to the 
adult culture's notion of 
what's real and what is 
not. Perhaps your grand-
daughter perceives what 

we grownups can't know: that Constantine, 
your first wife's peppy Lhasa Apso pup, was once, 
a hundred years ago, your great, great grandma's 
cousin, Billy Joe. 

Then, later, at age 3 or 4, your daughter puts 
aside her well-worn velvet unicorn in favor of imag-
inary friends. In some way these fancied friends are 
real - if not in the objective sense, then at least in 
the psyches of those who believe they exist. Some-
body famous (Hamlet? Shakespeare?) said: "There's 
nothing good or bad, Goombah, but thinking makes 
it so." The same goes for reality. What you regard as 
real is real for you. A Haitian who believes in voodoo, 
if convinced that he's been cursed, may well fall ill 
and die - yes, really die! - unless he finds some way 
to have the toxic spell reversed. But those of us less 
credulous presume that voodoo = doodoo and are 
thus spared any such grave consequent distress.     

When he was young, a friend of mine OD'ed on 
Catholic school. He's in his latter 60s now, but any 
talk of God still quickly drives him up the wall. On 
Sundays, when he sees his neighbors setting off for 
church, he starts to rant:  "Would you look at those 
lemmings? They're totally nuts! They think they're 
talking to a guy who died 2000 years ago . . . if he 

ever existed at all! Most humans thrive on mum-
bo-jumbo, superstitious crap! I need to lie down 
right away and take a goddam nap!"

I think my friend has a good point, but I admit 
that (just because I like the way it feels, and find 
it odd) sometimes I let myself believe that there is 
someone in the sky -- or, maybe, deep inside of us 
-- who knows and loves and cares for all of us. Could 
it be God? I know that's weird, and yet, it comforts 
me. I'd feel like a copout or credulous sap if I al-
lowed the solace I derive from that odd game to last 
for more than several minutes; maybe fifteen at the 
most.  I seem to have a budding crush on something 
I can't see or name, and wonder if that "something" 
might just be The Holy Ghost?           

I refer to him 
as “The Pushy 
Tamale Guy.”  I 
know it is not 
exactly nice 
but, well? You 
know who I’m 

talking about, Patagonians. It’s the guy who shows 
up on Thursdays and goes door to door, business to 
business chanting “Tamales! Tortillas!” Now I have 
nothing against his products - they’re authentic as 
they come. He’s polite and most definitely consis-
tent, but Pushy Tamale Guy has a way of making you 
hide. I used to keep an extra $5 In my pocket just for 
tortillas and a free pass.  

I’d buy my tortillas upon first encounter and then 
I’d be free to walk about town without “Tamales! 

Tortillas!” being hurled in my 
direction. That didn’t last. He 
apparently didn’t keep a mental 
tab of who did and didn’t buy 
his products, so the game con-
tinued. On Thursdays I’d duck 
and dodge, he’d bob and weave. 
I’d miss him at the gas station 

and he’d round about and catch me at the post 
office. There are just some weeks where I just don’t 
want any damn tamales or tortillas. 

Then one Thursday I had an epiphany. Having just 
heard my standard “Tamales! Tortillas!” greeting, 
I politely said, “No thanks” and then immediately 
thought of Zach and all my other self-employed 
friends. Now Zach doesn’t exactly comb the streets 
yelling, “Ukuleles!” Nor does my friend Martha walk 
table to table at local restaurants chanting, “Pots! 
Mugs!” But I’m sure they can relate to a self-em-
ployed guy who’s just trying to make a living. I guess 
now so can I. Pushy Tamale Guy may not have a 
fancy white canopy at a festival, or a website where 
you can click on Red Chile or Green (I know, Column 
Hater, I’m making assumptions) but he’s here every 
Thursday rain or shine peddling his hand made 
creations. I’m sorry, Pushy Tamale Guy, for being put 
out by your sales tactics. Short of setting up a booth, 
how else are you going to sell your tamales and torti-
llas? And I especially like it when you peek your head 
over my fence, so keep up the good work.

taMales y 
tortillas

By Cassina Farley

Artwork by Donna Reibslager

It is our objective as a community 
newspaper to  present many views to our readers. 

The opinions expressed do not 
necessarily represent the views of this publication. 

If you would like to contribute your opinion or 
commentary to PRT, please send your 

article, in MS Word, to prteditor@gmail.com.
PRT reserves the right to edit all submittals for language, length, 

and content.
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When we walk in our desert mountains, it's hard 
to miss the hidden meadows often created by the 
strangest elements. A fallen tree or boulder can stop 
water otherwise lost downstream, sinking the water 
and feeding our watershed's sprouting trees and 
grasses. Where before there was nothing, now life 
begins. Rocks, trees, flood-taken cars, and concrete 
from some lost foundation, show that nature has 
the strangest ways of putting water back into its 
watershed and feeding its diversity. 

Humans have many ways to stop and redirect 
water, too. Roads over our valleys, concrete and 
steel barriers and dams, and landscape berms and 
stock tanks are some of the ways we consciously 
and legally feed the watershed and its wildlife while 
preventing flooding in the town. We have been do-
ing this effectively for years as ranchers, developers, 
farmers and residents of this valley. Now, FEMA, as 
well as a half dozen other federal agencies, would 
have to approve of any changes in the main drain-
age we know as Sonoita Creek. Federal and state 

agencies, as well as insurance companies, can legally 
prevent any major changes in residential, county, 
or town floodways. Neighbors downstream have 
grounds for lawsuits if they can prove others have 
denied them access to otherwise free flowing water 
due to a simple landscape berm. Yet we walk in our 
hills and see how nature won't be stopped and nei-
ther will we from slowing the water down upstream 
higher in the mountains to prevent the town from 
floods and feeding our watershed. There seems to 
be an understanding amongst the mountains and its 
people that, although it can be problematic prevent-
ing the free flow of surface water, it is necessary for 
our collective survival. 

Our valley’s incredible natural wealth has 
prompted numerous studies aiming at exploiting 
that wealth. Here lies a gray area of interpretation, 
and thus direction, as to how to use this wealth. 
Studies on the hydrology and geology of our valley 
are essential in deciding which higher valleys would 
be targeted for diversions and dirt tanks if ever local 

and federal governments decide to tackle both flood 
prevention and watershed building. The Patagonia 
Town Council has asked us all to lend our study data 
and expertise to this double duty cause. Studies 
aimed at targeting one another will waste time and 
resources trying to legally claim fault in crisis when 
we should have been taking the time to collectively 
conserve and proactively work with our water now. 

Each of us can do something right now either in 
the conservation, organization, and/or implementa-
tion of watershed strengthening activities. Everyday 
decisions by business owners, land owners and 
residents will make the difference to the future of 
this watershed. 

If folks are moved to join one of the environ-
mental organizations, to add to the data collection 
by monitoring and recording one's own well and 
surface water, or are professionals who want to see 
a collective effort like this happen, then let's work 
together to keep the water in our hills.

The Board of Supervisors voted to close the Jus-
tice Court in Sonoita at the March 21 meeting. This 
was after numerous eastern Santa Cruz County res-
idents not only spoke in opposition but gave a sub-
stantial numbers of valid reasons and facts to keep it 
open. This was the second board meeting as well as 
a working meeting where the egregious recommen-
dation by the County Manager was discussed. 

Many attendees said they believed that the 
decision had already been made and the board 
proved them right by voting to close the court. The 
recommendation was lacking in fiscal responsibility 
as there was absolutely no research done on the 
actual savings estimated to be $200,000. There was 
no information provided as to what the added costs 
will be to have the cases handled by the Justice 
Court in Nogales and in having to hire new employ-
ees to address the increase in case load. Neither of 
the justices had been spoken to, at least that is what 
we were told, about the change. This was sprung on 
both Justice Keith Barth and the residents of eastern 
SC County long after the recommendation had been 
placed before the supervisors.

The total lack of responsible research into the 
recommendation and its lack of transparency flies in 
the face of professional management. The fact that 
the process was not transparent in any way and that 
the people affected most directly were ignored in 
the process shows that neither the County Manager 
nor the supervisors cared what the residents think or 
what they need. There is a continued ignoring of the 
residents by the board and this decision supports the 
feeling that none of the three, Supervisor Bracker 
included, are representing our interests and needs. 
They want our taxes, but in a government that rep-
resents the people, we should receive services. Santa 
Cruz County is not that government. I think, the 
Santa Cruz County Government philosophy is, “if it 
ain’t broke, fix it until it is”. And that’s just what they 
did. 

To add salt to the wound, Supervisor Ruiz, after 

the vote, said he appreciated our comments and 
wanted to work with us. He said that communi-
cation was important. They must think we are all 
stupid to have said those 
words after we were 
just ignored. That was 
more than a slap in the 
face for all of us. Then, 
Supervisor Bracker, our 
supervisor, declined to 
make any comments. 
Inexcusable at best. Proof 
of the advance decision 
by the board was in the 
number of law enforce-
ment called in for pro-
tection. They wouldn’t 
have called for them 
in advance unless they 
knew the decision before 
they even stepped into 
the room.

So, no communication 
with the courts; no re-
search on the added cost 
to take over the services 
from JP2; no plan on how 
the services will be pro-
vided to the residents; 
no real thought process 
other than get rid of 
JP2. And the supervisors 
unanimously passed it.

Shame on the entire 
board of supervisors. You 
did not do your job in a 
just and fair way and now 
proved that you do not 
represent, or care about, 
the residents of eastern 
Santa Cruz County. May-
be we need to give them 

a lesson in how the government is supposed to work 
and suggest a recall is in order. A government of the 
people, by the people and for the people.

keep the water in our hills By Anu Krzys

scc Board oF supervisors show true colors
By Kurt Bahti



Please join the Santa Cruz Singers on April 27, at 5:00p.m. at the Benderly-
Kendall Opera House for a unique program centered around Love. Directed by 
Christina Wilhelm and accompanied by Evan Kory, the Santa Cruz Singers will 
perform works by Johannes Brahms and Paul McCartney. Brahms’ Neue Lieb-
eslieder Waltzes for vocal quartet and piano four-hands expresses the beauty 
of romantic love, while Paul McCartney’s Ecce Cor Meum for full choir contem-
plates Love on a grand scale. You don’t want to miss this great opportunity to 
hear gorgeous vocal works performed by the Santa Cruz Singers in the wonder-
ful acoustics of the Benderly-Kendall Opera House. Free Admission.

The initials CRS will be seen and 
heard with increasing frequency in 
the coming months around Patagonia 
and they will have nothing to do with 
the memory loss often associated 
with this abbreviation. No, this CRS 
will be welcomed by as many as fifty 
or sixty homeowners whose homes 
lie within the flood plain who may 
pay less for their flood insurance 
because of the town’s participation in 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s Community Rating System 
(CRS).

CRS is used by FEMA to rate the 
efforts of local jurisdictions that are 
wholly or partially in the path of po-
tential floods to reduce the risks as-
sociated with such catastrophes and 
to reduce the cost of flood insurance, 
which is required of all buildings with 
federally-insured financing. CRS plac-
es communities in one of ten levels 
of preparedness, level one being the 
best and ten the worst. Each level of 
improvement brings with it a 5-10% 
reduction in the premiums insurance 
companies charge to insure home-
owners against flood losses. 

Patagonia’s participation in CRS 
was authorized by the town council 
last September and has been spear-
headed by Murphy Musick, who 
serves as the town’s CRS Coordinator, 
and Anne Townsend, a member of 
the town’s Flood and Flow Commit-
tee. Patagonia is currently at Level 9 
but expects to improve its rating after 
having submitted documentation of 
several steps it has taken to improve 
its ability to avoid or mitigate flood 
damage. These include passing an 
updated floodplain ordinance (after 
review by Arizona Department of Wa-
ter Resources), making flood-related 
educational materials available to the 

public, ensuring that realtors advise 
prospective buyers if the properties 
they are considering are in the flood 
plain and other measures.

An important step forward was 
taken on March 19 when Insur-
ance Services Office Specialist Kerry 

Redente paid a visit to Patagonia to 
review materials the town had pre-
pared to document its progress thus 
far and to get her guidance on what 
additional steps are needed to improve 
the town’s standing. Also sitting in on 
the meeting were Santa Cruz County 
Floodplain Coordinator John Hays, 
Town Manager Dave Teel, and Musick. 
Redente recommended that the town 
submit additional information by May 
1. Her request includes the submission 
of such statistics as the acreage, num-
ber of insurable buildings and number 
of elevation certificates issued for 
buildings in the Special Flood Hazard 
Area; number and size of parcels pre-
served as open space; and documen-
tation of efforts to maintain the open 
natural channel drainage system.

Musick will have his hands full 
meeting Redente’s requirements but 
he is committed to seeing the effort 
through to completion. “My personal 
goal for this project,” he said, “is to 
help the whole community by working 
within the guidelines established by 
FEMA to help reduce flood hazards 
and the effect of flooding. This will 
not only directly help individuals who 
currently carry flood insurance but will 
be a benefit for every property owner 
in Town.” He points out that over 60% 
of the land within Patagonia is within 
the floodplain and over 80% of the 
structures are in this area.

Musick is also quick to note that, 
even though the CRS program is likely 
to save homeowners money on their 
flood insurance, they still might see a 
rise in their premiums because FEMA 
is systematically raising rates each year 
to make up for years of financial losses. 
The fact remains that without the CRS 
program, they would pay even higher 
premiums.

By Bob Brandt

Patagonians May 
See Lower Flood 
Insurance Rates
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Once Upon A Time

Once upon a time in a suburb east 
of Cleveland there was a young boy 
who fell in love with race cars. 

Yes, most boys like playing with 
cars. But, Larry Pfitzenmaier took it to 
another level. He liked to build them. 
From an early age, Larry Pfitzenmaier 
enjoyed cars, tinkering, and building 
stuff in the garage.  

Larry was just 10 years old when 
he and his dad worked together to 
design and build his first race car: the 
“Pfitz Special.” It was powered by a 
five-horsepower lawnmower motor. 
Larry reminisces that working side by 
side with his father on the six-month 
project was “the greatest gift ever 
from dad.”

Two years later he discovered hot-
rod magazines at the local drugstore. 
“I was forever changed,” Larry said. 
Day after day he stood in front of the 
magazine rack and devoured the pag-
es. The magazines had beautiful cars, 
palm trees, and pretty California girls . 
. . which was just perfect for a 12-year-
old boy. He never bought a magazine, 
but the owner never kicked him out . . 
. “much to my surprise!” he added.

When he was 14, Larry was tinker-
ing, restoring, and transforming a 1930 
Model A Coupe. The finished product 
was a “high school hot rod.”

College was next, and Larry was 
admitted to Iowa State University. He 
wasn’t sure what he wanted to do, so 
he defaulted to mechanical engineer-
ing because “it covered a lot of bases.”  
He crammed four years into five, and 
it was late in that fifth year that he 
discovered his second great love.

Larry was walking on campus and 
there was “a white Chrysler convert-
ible, top down, with gold Navy wings 
painted down each side.” The U.S. 
Navy was there to recruit pilots. “It 
occurred to me that I might be able to 
fly Navy airplanes instead of going to 
work,” Larry said. 

A short-time later he was on his 

way to the Naval Air Station in Pen-
sacola for training. Instead of driving 
hot rods, now Larry was flying “fast 
planes.” He was trained in the A-4 
Skyhawk attack aircraft. In two tours 
of Vietnam, Larry flew 250+ combat 
missions from the aircraft carrier USS 
Hancock.

His skills and leadership also led 
him to a three year tour in New Zea-
land, where he trained them in their 
new A-4 Skyhawks, as well as the finer 
points of combat readiness. They also 
did flight demonstrations in New Zea-
land, similar to our “Blue Angels.”

Larry then served in executive 
positions in the Navy, with ever in-
creasing responsibilities. He retired as 
a Captain in the United States Navy in 
1996, some 30 years after seeing that 
white Chrysler convertible at Iowa 
State University.

A civilian once again, Larry worked 
for Texas Instruments and then Ray-
theon. In 1998, Raytheon transferred 
him from Maryland to Tucson. Larry 
and his wife, Jan, were on a return 
trip from Fort Huachuca and exploring 
the local area. Highway 82 brought 
them to Sonoita.  “We fell in love with 
Sonoita before we even got out of the 
car,” Larry said.

Through the years, Larry never lost 
his first love: cars . . . especially racing 
cars. Larry’s “Watson Indy Roadster” 
won him the “Best of Class” award at 
the 1995 Pebble Beach Car Show. The 
same car was one of only two private-
ly owned cars to parade the race track 
in 2016 prior to the 100th running of 
the Indianapolis 500.

Once upon a time there was a 
young boy who fell in love with race 
cars. Some 60 years later the dream 
came full circle at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, where the greatest 
drivers in racing compete for racing 
immortality.

Larry Pfitzenmaier is still living his 
boyhood dream!

Contributed Photo  

By David Daffern

Larry Pfitzenmaier climbs aboard New Zealand A-4 Skyhawk in Singapore, 
prior to a flight to Bali in 1971.
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We may have won the battle with 
the javelina but are not yet celebrat-
ing. If you’ve stopped by the Patagonia 
Butterfly Garden lately, you may have 
noticed that it is fully fenced, with a 
gate. This javelina deterrent was de-
signed and installed by Abel 
Murrietta to end years of frustration 
for the volunteers maintaining the gar-
den. Tender plants which were care-
fully installed often were found dug up 
and partially eaten the next day...or 
worse, just dug up and left to die. And 
then there’s the poop…

For those unfamiliar with its histo-
ry, the Butterfly Garden was built and 
financed in 1996 by civic minded 
Patagonians whose names can be 
found on a plaque on the gate post.  
Every year volunteers have monitored 
irrigation, planted and maintained 
butterfly friendly plants, dealt with 
changing conditions, built and deco-

rated benches and tried to create a 
shady place for humans and a haven 
for butterflies. The team of volunteers 
has a great time doing this. We meet 
all kinds of people with all kinds of 
questions when we’re working in the 
garden - some of which we’re able 
to answer. Hopefully, the garden will 
inspire visitors to plant some of the 
pollinator friendly plants themselves.

We anticipate that the garden will 
flourish even more with this improve-
ment. Please stop by to visit our 
garden, the Little Free Library and the 
butterflies (as soon as they show up).  
And if you are interested in volunteer-
ing, we would be happy to have you 
dig in the dirt with us!

Your Butterfly Garden Volunteers 
are Pam Sober, Jerri Waters, Linda 
Evans, Janie Trafton, Jude Weirman, 
David Clark, Barb Rodgers, Joyce 
Sander and Lou Schatz.

On Tuesday, March 13 the Patago-
nia Cemetery wasn’t the quiet place 
that it normally is. The Tennis Team 
from the Patagonia High School gave 
their practice time to help clean up 
the cemetery. They showed their team 

spirit and worked together gathering 
trash on the hillside of the cemetery, 
which was not an easy task. Thank you, 
PUHS Tennis Team, for giving your time 
to the community.
Litter is preventable!

Tennis Team Volunteers 
at Cemetery By Cynie Murray

The PUHS tennis team poses with the trash they collected at the 
Patagonia Cemetery. (From left) Front row: Juan Urias, Christina Novack, 
Hannah Young, Duke Norton, Yami Cortez, Mariana Roberts, Cole McGuire. 
Back row: Coach Tod Bowden, Asa Sedam, Chesed chap, Juliana Quiroga, 
Andy Manriquez, Sean Fleder, Gilbert Osuna, Elizabeth McKay, Matthew 
Davidson, Coach Jason Schreiber. 

Photo by Cynie Murray

A New Look For the Butterfly 
Garden By Lou Schatz

Photo by Kathy West
Volunteers have maintained the butterfly garden since 1996. (From left) Pam 
Waters, Linda Evans and Lou Schatz.

Dictionary definitions for “fool” are 
pejorative—a person lacking in good 
judgement, acting imprudently, easily 
deceived, an ignoramus, simpleton, 
airhead. But in earlier times, a wan-
dering fool was someone who could 
possibly wake us up, who spoke out-
side convention, with the openness of 
a child. 

The Fool became a symbol, often 
pictured striding along energetically 
and about to step off a cliff, repre-
senting spontaneity and the ability to 
improvise, to experience an adven-
ture, a willingness to take a risk for 
something that stirs your enthusiasm, 
that might be fulfilling. 
   

I slipped                                                                       
       tumbled into a torrent 
while crossing a thin bridge 
       ancient stories call
              the razor’s edge. 

When forging a path, 
       finding our own way 
it is so easy, 
       these tales say 
to fall into a fit of feeling 
               the ecstasy of being. 

Do we seek, 
       wish to keep balance 
               or anything else 
when we are somersaulting 
       through canyons 
               thirsting for a River? 
  
I find my self
      sliding along a bank 
               into wonder
      in this river rushing 
               dissolving rock, 
melting mud and membrane.                                 

I let the current 
              carry me along
      with nothing to do but Be—
               see where it takes me.

 Fools Through 
Time

By Patra Kelly

“Let’s Work Together!” That’s the 
slogan for the annual Town Spring 
Clean-up Day sponsored by the 
Patagonia Regional Business Coalition.

Sporting a lively new poster this 
year, the PRBC and its sponsors have 
designated April 21 as the day area 
residents can dispose of their haz-
ardous materials at Doc Mock Park 
across from the public restrooms from 
8:00 a.m. until noon. Contrary to the 
message on that poster, however, 
electronics may be recycled at this 
event, as the PRBC has engaged a 
vendor that will accept a variety of 
electronics. Biomedical waste will not 
be accepted.

The date for recycling all other 
kinds of household waste is April 
28. Volunteers will assemble at the 
gazebo at 7:00a.m. for free coffee and 
juice before spreading out to canvass 
the entire town to pick up discarded 
trash and debris that residents must 
have at the curb by 7:00 a.m. The 
volunteers will work until the job is 
finished and will be rewarded with 
free hot dogs and hamburgers.

Sandwiched between the two 
events will be two days—April 25 
and 26—when the town will open 
its landfill for residents to take items 
directly there free of charge from 8:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Residents who need help moving 
items to the curb may call Ray Klein 
(520-394-2530) at least 24 hours be-
fore pick-up for special assistance.

All volunteers are welcome to 
participate. They should dress light 
and bring gloves. Rakes, shovels, and 
pitch forks are needed and there is a 
particular need for trailers, especially 
dump trailers.

Town 
Clean-Up 
Day Offers 
Chance For 
Unity 
By Bob Brandt

Cards & Gifts

Tucked into 
Sonoita Hardware

3149 Hwy 83, 
Sonoita, AZ

8:00am to 5:00pm
Monday - Saturday

520-455-5523
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Looking Up
What’s Going on 

in the Sky This Month: 

By Laura Wenzel

April 16-25 – Lyrid Meteor Show-
er. From space.com: “In late April, 
skywatchers in the Northern Hemi-
sphere will get a view of the Lyrid 
meteor shower, the dusty trail of 
the [Comet Thatcher] with a centu-
ries-long orbit around the sun. The 
Lyrid meteors streak across the sky 
between April 16 and April 25, so 
skywatchers have a chance to see 
them during that window, weather 
permitting. The best day to see Lyrid 
meteors will be extremely early in 
the morning on Sunday, April 22, 
NASA meteor expert Bill Cooke told 
Space.com. As with most meteor 
showers, the peak viewing time will be 
before dawn.” https://bit.ly/2HSo3LQ

April 28 - NASA will launch its GRACE-
FO (Follow-On) mission to track Earth's 
gravity and water movement. It is 
scheduled to launch from Vandenberg 
Air Force Base in California as part of 
the Iridium Next 51-55 commercial 
satellite launch on a SpaceX Falcon 9. 

April 29 – Full Moon, Pink Moon. 
According to Farmers Almanac, “this 
name came from the herb Moss pink, 
or wild ground phlox, which is one of 
the earliest widespread flowers of the 
spring. Other names for this month’s 
celestial body include the Full Sprout-
ing Grass Moon, the Egg Moon, and 
among coastal tribes the Full Fish 
Moon, because this was the time that 
the shad swam upstream to spawn.” 
https://bit.ly/2G4qIl7

April Star Chart - Ken Graun of what-
souttonight.com puts together beau-
tifully written and well-researched 
sky charts each month. In them is 
information about constellations, their 
mythology, brightest stars and the 
constellations they belong to, moon 
phases, and more. Visit whatsoutton-
ight.com to download and print your 
own star chart for the month.

There are several SpaceX rockets set 
to launch this month (April 2, 5, 16, 
and 30, to be exact). For their launch 
schedules and others, visit space.
com’s excellent calendar: https://bit.
ly/2BLAQvT.

Four Free Star Gazing Apps for 
Android and iOS:

1.    Sky Map (Android) – A classic app 
that is now open source and appar-
ently maintained independently by a 
volunteer team of Google engineers. 
Essentially uses augmented reality 
(AR) to turn your phone or device into 
a mobile planetarium. Calculates your 
geographical location through your 
phone’s sensors to display a detailed 
star map based on where your phone 
is pointed.
2.    Star Walk 2 (Android, iOS) – An 
AR star chart from Vito Technology 
that displays stars and planets above 
you with the bonus of detailed history 
and mythology about the constella-
tions, stars, and planets. Some ben-
efits include a Time Machine slider 
that allows you to see night skies of 
the past and future, as well as a night 
mode, so you don’t burn out your 
night vision while stargazing. The 
graphics of this app are truly stunning.
3.    NASA (Android, iOS) – This official 
NASA app keeps you up to date on the 
latest space missions, allows you to 
watch video on demand and stream 
NASA TV from your device, and pro-
vides you with a gallery of thousands 
of NASAs space images.
4.    Night Sky (iOS) – As with Star 
Walk 2, Night Sky lets you view thou-
sands of stars, satellites, planets and 
constellations in gorgeous AR, as well 
as sync to your Apple Watch so that 
you can view the star map and experi-
ence its features from your wrist. 

It wasn’t my in-
tention for my bucket 
list to take me to the 
Sonoita library. My 
original muse was 
Nora Ephron, the 
writer and filmmaker 
(“When Harry Met 
Sally”). She wrote a 
funny piece for The 
New Yorker maga-
zine about the Kindle 
e-reader introduced 
in 2007 by Amazon. 
Ephron had imme-
diately ordered one 
and wrote about 
her frustration in not 
getting a delivery be-
cause the first-gener-
ation Kindle was sold 
out in a matter of hours and was out 
of stock for months. Curious, I ordered 
a Kindle online. 

Soon after I took delivery of the 
device in 2009, the Pulitzer Prize for 
Fiction was awarded to “Olive 
Kitteridge” by Elizabeth Strout. I 
downloaded a free sample and read it. 
A few days later, my interest piqued, 
I downloaded the e-book for the 
bargain price of $9.99. That was the 
beginning of my bucket list – to read 
every Pulitzer Prize winning novel or 
work of fiction. I dreamed of building a 
massive digital library at $9.99 a book. 
I was naive.

Amazon had a dispute with pub-
lishers and some offerings were much 
more than $9.99. Also, Amazon was 
unable to offer some previous prize 
winners as e-books. I started checking 
the books out of the Phoenix central 
library. However, I was stunned to 
discover that some of the novels were 
not in the library catalog. I couldn’t be-
lieve that a Pulitzer Prize winning book 
would not be in a major library. I did 
find some older works at Bookmans, a 
used bookstore chain with locations in 
Phoenix and Tucson. I took to visiting 
all the locations. I picked up the new 
prize winners at Barnes & Noble in 
hopes of getting a first edition.

I was knocking off about 10-12 
books a year and now I was looking 
for books going back several decades. 
Upon moving to Sonoita in 2014 I have 

to admit I wasn’t overly impressed 
with the outward appearance of the 
Sonoita branch library. Inside, I dis-
covered the inspirational muses of the 
interlibrary loan, Barbara Hershberger, 
Virginia Fain and Dorothy Rhodes. 

All three library clerks were fun to 
work with and they found me books 
that came from as near as the city 
libraries in Tempe and Mesa and as far 
away as Ames, Iowa. Often, they didn’t 
have to look much further than 
Colorado. 
     One book, “Journey in the Dark” by 
Martin Flavin, came in from Carmel-by-
the-Sea, California. It was a hardcover 
and a first edition (no dust jacket so its 
value wasn’t much) but I researched 
the author and found that Carmel was 
the little town where he resided at 
the time of his death. Since the book 
couldn’t be found anywhere else I 
imagined he donated the copy to the 
library there.

I have made it back as far as 1934. 
It is taking longer to locate books by in-
terlibrary loan and the search thus far 
for “Now in November” by Josephine 
Johnson has come up empty. The 
first-generation Kindle is “dog-eared” 
and the battery life is low, so I am not 
anxious to download the book.

The Sonoita Library operates under 
an intergovernmental agreement with 
the city of Nogales and the county. Ac-
cording to Rhodes, a state grant, which 
is coming up for renewal, provides for 
part time positions at the library.

Further uncertainty has arisen 
with the closure of the Sonoita court, 
although the county has no plans to 
close the building at this time.

Even though I haven’t reached the 
end of my bucket list yet (the Pulitzer 
Prize for the novel was first awarded 
in 1918), I want to thank Barbara, 
Virginia, and Dorothy for always being 
helpful. I will see you soon! The 2018 
Pulitzer Prize will be awarded April 
18th.

Bucket list By Robert Dorney

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
The author calls Sonoita librarians Dot Rhodes 
(pictured), Virginia Fain and Barbara Hershberger his 
inspirational muses of the interlibrary loan.
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When Arizona became a 
territory in 1863 it lacked any organized system of 
roads. Counties were responsible for roads with no 
legislative funding and little oversight. “All ‘able-bod-
ied men’ in the county were required to either pay 
a $6 annual road tax or donate two days of labor 
to road work. Property taxes designated for road 
projects also provided funding [Arizona Transporta-
tion History:16]. A Territorial Engineer was appointed 
in 1909 to oversee construction and maintenance of 
roads. At that time “there still was only one major 
bridge in Arizona...and none of the Territory’s roads 
were paved” [Arizona Transportation History: 23]. 
The full text of most of the articles quoted below 
can be found in the Library of Congress database, 
Chronicling America. Arizona Transportation History, 
ADOT Final Report 660, 2011 can be downloaded 
at: https://www.azdot.gov/docs/media/read-arizo-
na's-transportation-history-in-its-entirety-.pdf.

A private national Good Roads Movement began 
in 1880 to promote the development and improve-
ment of local roads. The movement gained momen-
tum with the advent of affordable automobiles and 
shifted focus to cross-country highways. Arizona 
joined the movement in 1909 when the Arizona 
Good Roads Association was created. The Associ-
ation proposed a $5 million bond effort in 1914, 
which was soundly defeated. At the time there were 
five named roads in Arizona, including the Border-
lands Highway, a regional route that connected El 
Paso to Los Angeles” [Arizona Transportation Histo-
ry:32]. A map published by the Arizona Good Roads 
Association in 1913, shows the route of the highway 
from Fort Huachuca to Tucson complete with gates 

and difficult 
terrain. (See 
illustration)

The Borderland Highway was generally 
praised by motorists, except for the stretch 
near the Empire Ranch. Tourists who were 
advised “to take the Empire Ranch route 
from Vail, but now they say ‘never again’ 
and that the mud holes on the Empire Ranch 
route were very bad. They were in one hole 
for three hours and clear out of the reach of 
help” [Tombstone Epitaph 2/17/1918]. “R. 
W. Barry sustained a broken arm and Mrs. 
Barry severe cuts about the head Wednesday 
afternoon when their car went partly over an 
embankment along the road near the Empire 
ranch” [Bisbee Daily Review, 12/27/1918].  “An 
enterprising [local] in the vicinity of the Empire 
ranch…has unlocked the dykes and flooded the 
road, making it impossible for a car to cross 
over without assistance. However, the [local] 
is always on the spot and perfectly willing to 
ferry the cars across for the modest sum of 35 
simoleons….  Motorists…are warned to carry 
35 [cents] in currency or a pontoon bridge” 
[Bisbee Daily Review, 5/5/1918]. 

The Federal Aid Road Act of 1916 and a 
statewide road tax eventually provided funding 
for improvements to Arizona’s roads. “At last 
there is to be a change in the road situation in 
the Empire ranch country. About five miles of the 
impossible, as well as impassable road way is to be 
changed and if Si Perkins, division engineer of the 
state highway department can accomplish it, the 
mudholes and adobe flats of the region will soon be 
only a memory” [Bisbee Daily Review, 5/22/1918]. 
The communities of Douglas, Tombstone, Bisbee, 

and Elgin lobbied for the retention of the Borderland 
Highway route as the U.S. interstate highway system 
was developed, but the more direct route through 
Benson won out. Sections of the Borderlands High-
way eventually became State Routes 82 and 83. 
SR83 now runs 3 miles west of the Empire Ranch 
headquarters.

Glimpses Into Our Past 
By Alison Bunting

Many years ago, when I was in high school, my 
father and I often spent Saturday mornings comb-
ing the swap meets in Tucson. He would search for 
unusual cameras and photographic equipment, and 
I would look for old electronic items. One Saturday, 
I spied an old portable radio. I saw the covering on 
the case was torn, and the dial was cracked. The 
seller said he wasn't sure if it still worked, which was 

a virtual guarantee that it 
didn't, but I purchased it 
anyway, reasoning that if 

some of the parts were still good, it would 
be worth the price. Later that day, I decid-

ed to try it out. I turned the switch, and expected 
either sparks and smoke, or no response at all. But 
instead, the old set crackled to life, and I was soon 
listening to short-wave stations from all over the 
world on a $5.00 radio! It was even more remark-
able because I had no expectation that the set 
would work at all.

On Easter morning, nearly two thousand years 
ago, Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of 
James, went to the tomb of Jesus, expecting to pay 
their respects by anointing Jesus’ body with spices. 
Instead, they found the stone that sealed the tomb 
had been rolled away, and soon learned that Jesus 
was not there at all, but had risen from the dead. 
The women ran to tell the other disciples what they 
had seen and heard. What the women found was 
completely unexpected; even though Jesus had told 
the disciples that he would rise from death, since 
the cataclysmic events of the crucifixion a couple 
of days before, they thought their teacher, friend, 
and leader had been taken from them forever. But 

when they discovered that what Jesus had promised 
them was true, it changed their lives, and the lives of 
all Christians from that moment on forever. God, in 
Christ, had defeated death, and had created a new 
relationship between God and God's people. And 
central to that relationship was the idea of love; that 
God’s people were to love God, love one another, 
and love their neighbors as themselves.

With God present, we have the possibility of 
being surprised by the miraculous and wonderful - 
in our lives, in our town, our nation, and the world. I 
hope that we’ll be surprised by understanding, that 
we’ll find a renewed sense of community and mutu-
al respect. I hope that we’ll be surprised by hospi-
tality, that new faces in our midst will be welcomed 
and valued. And I hope that we’ll be surprised by 
peace, that violence will end, and resolution of con-
flicts will come.    

In this season of resurrection, it’s only appropri-
ate that we look for unexpected blessings. Let’s cel-
ebrate God's presence with new life. And let’s pray, 
and do what we can as we are able, to the end that 
God’s renewing spirit will bring hospitality, peace, 
and understanding. May it be so. Amen.

Editor’s Note: Rev. Tom Jelinek is pastor of the 
Patagonia Community United Methodist Church. 
He can be reached at 520-988-0722.

articles oF Faith
Letting God Surprise Us
By Rev. Tom Jelinek

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
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One of the most iconic animals inhabiting our Sky 
Islands is the white-nosed coati - Nasua narica. If you 
are a local resident or long-time visitor, then perhaps 
you’ve managed a glance of these seemingly strange 
beasts. Coatis can be a bit of a mystery to those 
unschooled in its biology or to individuals colorfully 
misinformed by others. There is, incidentally, a sec-
ond species in the same genus - the South American 
coati. The white-nosed coati is often referred to sim-
ply as coati and sometimes as coatimundi. The latter 
moniker more properly indicates a lone male coati.

Coatis are here because of our proximity to the 
lofty Sierra Madre Mountains in Mexico. This massif 
meanders to just south of our border, lending us 
such otherwise tropical species as elegant trogon, 
jaguar, and the coati. The range of this fascinating 
species extends from the Mogollon Rim in Arizona 
all the way down to northern Colombia.

The family Procyonidae in the U.S. includes 
the familiar northern raccoon, white-nosed coati, 
and the ringtail. Our raccoon is a nimble-fingered, 
nocturnal, slow-ambling, and tree-climbing procy-
onid. The white-nosed coati is a long-clawed, mostly 
diurnal, medium-paced, tree-climbing relative. Upon 
inspection coatis look a bit like a stream-lined rac-
coon, as evidenced by their facial mask and the rings 
on the tail.

Often the only thing you’ll see of these neotrop-
ical omnivores is their tails, held straight up as they 

forage in local forests. While not completely reclu-
sive, coatis certainly readily retire from the noise 
and other disturbances normally attending humans. 
If, however, you are able to artfully infiltrate the 
space of a lone male or a troop of coatis, then you 
may be in for a special treat. 

On a number of occasions over the years I have 
done just this. Camera in hand, I’ve recorded the 
natural behavior of this unique species. I have 
watched coatis foraging up in netleaf hackberry 
trees, whose orange-coated fruit they greedily 
devour. In fact, looking at the stout, horizontal limbs 
of this tree, it’s easy to envision how these trees 
evolved to accommodate fruit-eating mammalian 
carnivores such as coatis and the common gray fox. 

Being the consummate omnivore, coatis will eat 
just about anything they can find and take down, 
including other fruits, mesquite pods, invertebrates, 
and small vertebrates. Their scat often reflects this 
wide-ranging diet. I have also watched large - about 
22 pounds - coatimundis come scampering in to 
my vocal imitations of a wounded rabbit, as they 
searched in vain for a free meal.

As for social dynamics, adult females and young 
of all ages generally travel in troops, which exclude 
males for all but the breeding season. Coati troop 
size varies from a few individuals to over 20. The 
largest one I’ve witnessed was an eye-opener, 
as there were 32 of these cute critters traveling 
amongst giant saguaros!  Adult males are allowed in 
the troops during breeding season.

Interestingly, our coatis were first documented 
in Arizona in 1892, despite being a mostly diurnal 
mammal. Perhaps over-hunting or even the frigid 
temperatures of the “little ice age” led to their de-
cline, after which they rebounded. Conversely, they 
- like many Arizonans - may be relative newcomers 
to the state drawn in by a 
warming climate. Either 
way, let’s appreciate these 
tropical troubadours as 
they are only found here, 
in southern New Mexico, 

and in southern Texas within the U.S. In particular, 
please drive slowly on Route 82, as far too many Co-
atis unceremoniously die from vehicular traffic. Let’s 
celebrate our Sky Islands biodiversity!

Vincent Pinto and his wife, Claudia, run RA-
VENS-WAY WILD JOURNEYS, their Nature Adven-
ture & Conservation organization devoted to pro-
tecting the unique biodiversity of the Sky Islands 
region. Visit: www.ravensnatureschool.org

Community Homes of Patagonia (CHOP) is accepting applications from low to 
moderate income residents of Patagonia and vicinity for assistance with home 
repairs that are needed for health or safety reasons. Income eligibility guidelines 
and the application are available on CHOP’s website (http://chopatagonia.org). 
Applications are also available at Patagonia Town Hall and Patagonia Library. 

Income guidelines range from $12,060 for a single person to $41,320 for a 
family of eight. Interested individuals can get details on eligibility and assistance 
with the application process by calling Mandy Montenez (520) 780-4186 or Tom 
Shore (602) 625-9403.

 CHOP volunteers are eager to assist eligible residents with their home repair 
projects, which are supported in part by funds from the Patagonia Regional Com-
munity Fund and local individual donors.

PROPANESONOITA

ON YOUR FACE
SMILESERVICE THAT WILL PUT A

www.sonoitapropane.com
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CHOP Invites Repair Requests

Coati...Co-what-i??





 Gordon Purvis, Agent 
 Gordon Purvis Agency, Inc. 

 7429 E 22nd St, Tucson 
 gpurvis@amfam.com 

 gordonpurvis.com American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
American Family Insurance Company,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
006441 – Rev. 11/15 ©2015 – 7407583

Call me today at (520) 298-3900.

every mile, every milestone,
we've got you Covered. 

PA G E  1 4           PA T A G O N I A  R E G I O N A L  T I M E S           A P R I L  2 0 1 8

If you had glanced inside the Pata-
gonia United Methodist Community 
Church on the night of March 2, you 
would have seen an overflow crowd 
on their feet clapping wildly and 
shouting "Encore!" as two old women 
bowed and beamed at the front of 
the room. Bernice Pomeroy, aged 95, 
and Sonia Johnson, 82—"The Vintage 
Duo"—had just finished their hour-
long program of organ/piano duets—
from Bach to Bacharach—with elan 
and professionalism.

It's been a long journey for these 
two women. In 1934, when she was 
only eleven years old, Pomeroy first 
played the piano in church for a tiny 
congregation in Solomonville, Arizona. 
Forty busy years later in 1984, when 
she was 51 years old, she became the 
organist for the Patagonia Methodist 
church and has occupied the organ 
bench there ever since. During those 
34 years, she also did lots of accom-
panying—for the Montessori School 
Chorus and the Santa Cruz Singers, for 
instance—and taught piano lessons. 
"I estimate that I introduced nearly 
400 piano students to this marvelous 
instrument," she said. "Music is the 
foundation of my life. All else has been 
transformed by it."

Johnson began taking piano lessons 
when she was five years old, learning 
to read music before she could read 
words. She wrote in the concert's 
program: "Despite this propitious 
beginning, I never became a serious 
musician; I was always too passionate-
ly involved elsewhere. Still, over the 
years I played desultorily for myself 

and friends, and here and there, for 
this and that. Then in 2001, when I 
was 65, the Patagonia United 
Methodist Community Church hired 
me to play with Bernice and, except 
for a 6-year hiatus, I've been playing 
with Bernice ever since. At long last, I 
had begun to get serious—too late to 
become a really fine musician, but just 
in time to set out on an unexpectedly 
satisfying late-life adventure."

Both these women believe that the 
audience plays a crucial role in the suc-
cess of any musical event. Members 
of an audience come to listen to music 
because they know it has the capac-
ity, at least for its duration, to utterly 
transform their internal climate. They 
come because, like all of us, they long 
to be swept out of dull ‘daily-ness’ into 
some emotionally expansive place of 
delight and amazement. When they 
begin to experience this during a per-
formance, their energy and excitement 
flood the room, a surge of enthusiasm 
that, in turn, lifts the performers to an 
even higher level of confidence, verve, 
and ability.

Because of this, both Pomeroy and 
Johnson give grateful credit to the 
congregation of PUMCC for keeping 
them happily at their instruments. 
"The importance to our music of their 
warm, appreciative response really 
can't be overestimated,” Johnson 
says. “And that Friday night when The 
Vintage Duo performed, we had such a 
marvelously energizing audience that 
we were able to play as well as we've 
ever played—actually, better!"

The Vintage Duo
By Patra Kelly

Photo by Lila Davison
Bernice Pomeroy and Sonya Johnson have been making music together in 
Patagonia since 2001.

Arizona Minerals, Inc., has 
been awarded the 2018 Thayer 
Lindsley Award for discovering 
the Taylor zinc-lead-silver de-
posit at the Hermosa Project in 
Santa Cruz County, Arizona.

This prestigious award recognizes 
an individual or team for a significant 
mineral discovery, globally. Arizona 
Mining’s Chief Operating Officer Don 
Taylor and his team received the 
award during the annual Prospectors 
and Developers Convention on March 
6, 2018.

“We are extremely proud to receive 
this distinguished award, which rec-
ognizes both the world-class nature of 
this great deposit and also Don’s top-
notch skills as a geologist,” said Jim 
Gowans, President and CEO. 

When Don Taylor joined Arizona 
Mining in 2010, the company’s focus 
was to move the Central Deposit, with-
in the Hermosa Project, into develop-
ment.

While working on that project, he 

became intrigued by signs of another 
deposit within the Hermosa Project, 
and began testing for mineralization. 
Taylor compiled data for the area and 
completed an airborne survey in 2011.

After developing a new geological 
model, Taylor launched a deeper drill-
ing campaign, and in 2014 discovered 
the deposit that now bears his name, 
in recognition of his achievement. The 
Taylor sulfide project is currently in the 
feasibility stage, with first production 
expected in 2020.

“Under Don’s guidance, the Taylor 
deposit has expanded rapidly over the 
past three years to become the world’s 
best zinc project. But this is only the 
beginning,” said Richard Warke, Execu-
tive Chairman. “We are excited by the 
potential of the Hermosa project and 
believe it will yield more discoveries in 
the future.”

AMI
Receives 
Award For 
Best
Global
Discovery

Dan Fellner, a six-time Fulbright 
fellow, travel writer and faculty asso-
ciate at Arizona State University, will 
be presenting a highly visual lecture 
about the unique culture of Asia at the 
Patagonia Public Library on Thursday, 
April 5 at 6:30 p.m. The lecture is free 
and open to the public.  

Called “Asia’s Unique Culture:  A 
Visual Trip Across a Mystical Conti-
nent,” Fellner’s presentation will take 
the audience on a virtual journey from 
bustling Hong Kong, to the opulent 
Grand Palace of Bangkok, to the 
world’s tallest building in Dubai, to the 
slums of Mumbai. Fellner will explore 
the culture, cuisine, and customs of 
this fascinating and rapidly changing 
region and will share his experienc-
es and in-depth observations from 
his extensive travels to such diverse 

countries as Vietnam, Myanmar, India, 
Thailand, Taiwan and Indonesia.  

The presentation is made possible 
by Arizona Humanities, an indepen-
dent non-profit organization and the 
state affiliate of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities. 

Fellner has visited approximately 
120 countries and published more 
than 80 travel articles in a variety of 
newspapers and magazines around the 
world. He is a member of the Society 
of American Travel Writers. He spent 
last spring as a Fulbright Specialist 
lecturing at several universities in 
Indonesia.      

The Patagonia Public Library is lo-
cated at 346 Duquesne Ave. For more 
information, call 394 2010 or visit 
patagoniapubliclibrary.org.

Library to Host Asia Lecture

Contributed Photo 
Don Taylor (left) is presented the Thayer 
Lindsley Award for his work at the 
Hermosa Project.
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Open for Business
New Business News

“This has been my dream,” Bob 
Jesser said, as he stood in front of the 
newly opened Copper Brothel Brewery 
in Sonoita. His vision of a local brew 
pub has grown to include his wife, 
Cheryl, daughter Sammie, son Garrett, 
daughter-in-law Monika and family 
friend T.J. Martinez. In addition to the 
family members, they have hired 25 
employees.

The family’s attention to detail and 
commitment to creating a welcoming 
atmosphere is evident in all aspects of 
the new 5000 square foot restaurant 
and bar. Branded tables, fans that 
resemble windmill vanes, a copper 
topped bar, high ceilings and plenty of 
light create an attractive, comfortable 
atmosphere. The bar and dining area, 
which can seat 99 people, opens on 
to a patio, which in good weather can 
be accessed via a large, glass paned 
overhead door. The Jessers describe 
their menu as “house made, upscale 
pub and Mexican food.”

The 20 taps behind the bar, with 
handles fabricated from railroad 
spikes, will be directly attached to the 
stainless steel vats of their own beers, 
which will be available in mid-May, 
when the restaurant will have its grand 
opening. Jesser explained that this 
method produces the freshest beer 
that has never been kegged. 

“Our intent is to bring craft beers 
to people who are non-craft connois-
seurs,” Bob Jesser said. They plan to 
offer six main craft beers, as well as 
seasonal brews. They also offer craft 
beers from independent producers 
and local Arizona wines. Sammie 
Jesser is the brew master. “She has 

an insane palate,” Monika Jesser said. 
“Sam can taste a beer and tell you 
exactly what’s in it.”  

The family, who have been home 
brewers for several years, have 
watched the craft beer market grow. 
The Jessers, who moved to Sonoita in 
2013 from Colorado, feel that 
Sonoita is an ideal spot for their busi-
ness. “We’ve been told that the local 
market is too small. There’s no way 
you’re going to get support. We beg to 
differ. We’re sticking our necks out,” 
Bob Jesser said. “I am a businessman 
and I see markets, I see what is com-
ing. I see that this is undermarketed 
and a very beautiful area. I see this as 
a destination for people to come for a 
few days.” He feels that the brewery 
will attract people from Tucson, Sierra 
Vista and Nogales, as well as appealing 
to personnel at Fort Huachuca and the 
Border Patrol. 

Jesser, who worked as a coal miner 
for fifteen years, explained that the 
name of the brewery is a nod to the 
mining history of the area. “A little bit 
of it is a political statement,” he said, 
“but the biggest portion of it is that 
this is the Copper State.” They includ-
ed “Brothel” in the name because, 
he said, brothels were often one of 
the first businesses to pop up around 
mines. “It gets everybody’s attention,” 
he added. 

Copper Brothel Brewery hours are 
11 – 9, Sunday – Thursday, and 11 – 11 
Friday and Saturday. The kitchen closes 
at 9pm. The brew pub is located at 
31112 S. Hwy 83, Sonoita. For more 
information call 520-405-6721 or visit 
facebook.com/CopperBrothelBrewery.

Heather Dodge has 
worn many hats in her 
life. A former English 
teacher, creative writer 
and director in adver-
tising, and a graduate 
program administrator 
at Rice University, Dodge 
moved to Patagonia seven 
years ago, where she has 
been involved in many 
community activities and 
organizations and assists 
local businesses through 
her company, Amaranth 
Productions. 

But the newest hats 
she is wearing are her 
own creations, decked out 
in flamboyant colors and 
sporting flowers, ribbons 
and figurines. She calls her 
business “Crowning Glo-
ries,” which she describes 
as “floral profusions for 
your head.”

She made her first hat 
in 2016 for the 50th anniver-
sary of the Patagonia Nature 
Conservancy. She wanted to 
attract customers to the booth ad-
vertising the newly opened Visitors 
Center in Patagonia. “For some reason 
I thought a big, brazen hat would 
draw attention to our tent, so I pulled 
a dusty funereal felt hat with netting 
from a closet shelf, shopped the Dollar 
Stores for artificial flowers, foliage, rib-
bon and glue guns, dismantled a dec-
orated Christmas tree, and set to work 
on my patio with no idea whatsoever 
of how to transform a plain black hat 
into a mini nature conservancy for my 
head,” she said.

  She realized that she really en-
joyed hat decorating, which she could 
do sitting on her porch, saying “I en-
joyed the process, especially outdoors 
on those balmy spring days, with hum-
mingbirds at the feeders and dogs at 
my feet, far away from the computer 
within four walls, the workplace sce-
nario that’s occupied most of my adult 
life.” One of her hats was a finalist in 
the derby hat contest held on Ken-
tucky Derby Day at the 2016 Sonoita 
Races, and she sold several hats there. 

She was motivated to turn her hat 
making hobby into a business after 
entering four of her hats in the Santa 
Cruz County Fair in 2017 and receiv-
ing three first place ribbons. “I’ll be 

launching crowning-glories.com soon 
and I’ll be selling hats for the Derby in 
mid- April in Sonoita. I’m in produc-
tion now and am planning a stable of 
about 50 hats to be made available for 
purchase,” she said. 

“For years I’ve been looking for a 
unique product I could create and mar-
ket with some success. Even though 
today’s fashion has bypassed hats, for 
the most part, I hope to bring them 
back,” she said. “Historically, stun-
ning headpieces have topped off the 
world’s most famous women, proving 
there’s power in the chapeau. From 
Cleopatra to Queen Elizabeth and 
Audrey Hepburn to Cher, distinctive 
headdresses have long reigned as a 
designation of female status and style, 
and talented milliners were in high 
demand.”

Dodge will be conducting a make-
your-own floral hat demonstration for 
the Patagonia Woman’s Club, Thurs-
day, April 12 at 1p.m., at Cady Hall and 
another at the Dream Weaver shop in 
Sonoita, Monday, April 16 from 10a.m. 
to 1p.m. She can be contacted at 520-
732-0598 or hsdodge712@gmail.com. 
These workshops are free and open to 
the public. Bring your own hat. Deco-
rations and glue guns will be provided.

Crowning Glories
‘Floral Profusions For Your Head’

Copper Brothel Brewery
A New Destination in Sonoita

Photo by Marion Vendituoli 
The Jesser family are brewing craft beer at the newly opened Copper 
Brothel Brewery. (From left) Front row: Monika, Quinn, Garrett, Cheryl and 
Bob Jesser. Back row: T.J. Martinez, Sammie Jesser.

By Marion Vendituoli

Heather Dodge models the first hat she creat-
ed in 2016, made with flowers, foliage, ribbon 
and Christmas decorations.

Contributed Photo 

By Marion Vendituoli
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The Elgin School Kindergarten Round-Up will take place April 24 
at the Elgin Elementary School, 23 Elgin Rd, Elgin, AZ.

Kindergarten Round-up is for any parent who will be enrolling a child in 
kindergarten for the 2018-2019 school year. 

9am - 10:30am
Schedule of Events

  9:00am - 9:30am Registration and Paperwork
  9:30am - 10am  Kindergarten Readiness
  10am - 10:30am Campus Tour

Items needed for registration:
  • Birth certificate
  •Current immunization record
  •Proof of residency
  • Guardianship / custody paperwork (if applicable)

Children must be 5 years old by September 1, 2018 to register.

Elgin School
Kindergarten Round-Up

Patagonia Montessori School’s production of “The Wizard of Oz,” adapted and 
directed by student Liam Young, played to an almost full house of parents, 
friends, and community members at the Tin Shed Theater on March 13.

Photo by Laura Wenzel
Upon finding him unable to move, Danny oils the Tin Man’s joints. (From 
left) Naomy Fuentes as Toto, Liam Young as Danny, Enoch Sedam as the 
Tin Man, and William Botz as the Scarecrow.

The Patagonia Players are happy 
to announce the annual meeting on 
Thursday, April 19th at 6:00p.m. in the 
Patagonia Creative Arts Center. 

In addition to a discussion of the 
possible relaunch of the Players as a 
“Friends of the Arts Center” entity the 
Players will also elect directors and 

officers for the new year. 
Anyone interested in live theater is 

encouraged and welcome to attend. 
If you are a writer, director, stage 

hand, set builder, costumer, makeup 
artist, lightning designer or set design-
er, or are willing to learn those skills, 
please put this on your calendar. 

Mountain Empire Rotary Club Schol-
arship applications are now available. 
These are awarded to high school 
seniors in recognition of his/her poten-
tial for success and desire to make a 
difference. This scholarship is to assist 
those students with leadership and 
service potential, which is demonstrat-
ed by their community activities and 
their student life participation, to go 
on to college or tech school to further 
these skills. Applicant must be a high 
school senior residing in one of the 
following zip codes: 85624, 85637, and 

85611. The student must be academi-
cally motivated per a school transcript 
and accepted by and plan to attend an 
accredited post-secondary institution 
or vocational program. These are for 
$1,000.00, renewable for one addition-
al year to be used for tuition, books 
and materials, transportation costs 
or additional college related expens-
es. Applications are due by April 25. 
Application forms can be obtained by 
emailing Sue at eggsuetrev@aol.com.

Mt. Empire Rotary Club 
Scholarships Now Available

The Mt. Empire Rotary Career Fair 
held its 2nd annual event at Patagonia 
Union High School on March 16th. The 
event was an amazing experience for 
the students who were able to talk to 

professionals representing over 45 or-
ganizations, private corporations and 
partnerships, former PUHS graduates 
as well as universities and community 
colleges. There were demonstrations, 
break-out sessions and a key note 
speaker who gave an overview on 
skills needed for the future workforce. 
It was great to have the Elgin Middle 
School students and teachers attend 
as well. Kudos to all for another fan-
tastic event!

Career Fair 
a “Fantastic 
Event”

Photo by Sue Archibald

Students from Patagonia and Sonoita were able to learn about career and 
education opportunities at the Mt. Empire Rotary Club Career Fair in March.

Patagonia Players to Meet



AUTHENTIC TRADITION 
MEETS UNSPOILED 

ADVENTURE

Join us for our 92nd season in Arizona’s Sky 
Islands — where mountains rise dramatically from 
desert lowlands and canyons reveal lush valleys. 
Thousands of acres await your exploration.

www.circlez.com | info@circlez.com | 888-854-2525

Circle Z Ranch
Patagonia, Arizona
Arizona’s original guest ranch

PA G E  1 7           PA T A G O N I A  R E G I O N A L  T I M E S           A P R I L  2 0 1 8

The Patagonia Museum and 
Borderlands Restoration Network are 
partnering to host Earthfest 2018 in 
Patagonia on Saturday, April 21, from 
9a.m. to 6p.m. Earthfest originated in 
2010 to celebrate Patagonia as a Gate-
way Community to the Arizona Trail. It 
has since morphed into a combination 
of celebrations to honor our earth, 
trails and trees. 

A host of activities are planned to 
highlight this day. Food, music and 
booths will be centered around the 
gazebo in the Patagonia Town Park. 
The Tin Shed Theater will host a movie 
presentation and will be offering cof-
fee and pastries to start the day. 

The Patagonia Museum will be 
open from 9a.m. to 4p.m. and will host 
the six guest speakers’ presentations.  
Jonathon Lutz of Tucson  Audubon’s 
Paton Center, Jim Koweek of Arizona 
Revegetation, Joaquin Murrieta from 
Watershed Management Group, Sum-

mer Lewton from Dirty Girl Farmette, 
Caleb Weaver of Borderlands Earth 
Care Youth Institute and Francesca 
Claverie from Borderlands Restoration 
Network are scheduled to present top-
ics relating to sustainability and water.

On the museum campus, Border-
lands Restoration will feature a native 
plant sale and an open house of the 
seed lab. There will also be other 
activities celebrating Earthfest at the 
Paton Center, Deep Dirt Institute and 
the Nature Conservancy Preserve. A 
guided hike will originate from the 
gazebo as well as The Patagonia 
Museum’s walking tour.

In conjunction with Earthfest, 
Arizona Humanities Scholar Paul Hirt 
from Arizona State University will offer 
a presentation on “Water in Arizona: 
Past, Present and Future” at the 
Patagonia Public Library on Wednes-
day, April 18, at 7pm.

The Visitor Center at the corner of 
McKeown and Third Avenues, spon-
sored by the Sky Islands Tourism Asso-
ciation, needs additional volunteers to 
maintain its regular schedule of open 
hours to assist visitors to the region.

Currently, regular hours are 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. every day October 
through May and Friday through 
Sunday from June through September. 
Volunteers are asked to cover regular 
weekly shifts of 2-3 hours, but volun-

teers are also needed to fill in when 
regular volunteers can’t cover their 
normal shifts.

This volunteer opportunity allows 
area residents, both year-round and 
seasonal, to make a meaningful contri-
bution to the community, help visitors 
enjoy our amenities and meet interest-
ing people from around the world.

Interested individuals should call 
Rita Johnson at 630-715-1602. 

Earthfest Celebration Offers 
Host of Activities  

Visitors Center Volunteers 
Needed

Calling all Seniors in Patagonia, Sonoita 
and Elgin:

If you are 60 years of age or older, 
or disabled, Senior Citizens of Patago-
nia invites you to participate in a group 
photograph to be featured in a Go-
FundMe fundraising campaign in sup-
port of their lunch and transportation 
programs for Seniors and the disabled 
across the Mountain Empire. 

The photograph will be taken 
Saturday, April 21, set-up starting at 
1p.m. in front of the Patagonia Senior 
Center. That’s the same day as Earth-
Fest, so many will already be here for 
that event. Come as you are. Sign in. 
Folding chairs and cold beverages will 
be provided. 

The online campaign will list age, 
birthplace and up to three other 
significant locations per person, but 
will not include anyone’s name. When 

potential funders see that someone 
in the photo is from their home town, 
city, state or country, they may be 
more likely to donate and spread the 
word to others who share origins and 
locales, thus networking the campaign 
far and wide. 

The point is to demonstrate to 
funders how many people from diverse 
places have come to the Mountain 
Empire for improved quality of life, and 
how the mission of Senior Citizens of 
Patagonia is to help sustain that quality 
for elders and disabled through its 
donation-based services, growing by 
demand, and relied upon by many. 

SCP has set a GoFundMe goal of 
$50,000 for general operations and to 
implement the Woodie Winans Memo-
rial Endowment Fund. The campaign 
will launch the end of April.

For more information contact 
Heather Dodge, SCP Fundraising 
Liaison, at 732-0598 or hsdodge712@
gmail.com.

Photo Op

Arizona Gives and Arizona Gives Day 
is a collaboration between the Alliance 
of Arizona Nonprofits and Arizona 
Grantmakers Forum. This statewide, 
24-hour, online giving campaign takes 
place in early April each year, and 
participating non-profits can win cash 
prizes in various donation categories. 

This year two Patagonia non-prof-
its are registered participants: Senior 

Citizens of Patagonia and Patagonia 
Creative Arts Association. If you love 
the lunches at the Senior Center, 
appreciate the Senior transportation 
services, enjoy performances, special 
events and movies at the Tin Shed, and 
participate in any of the classes and 
workshops at PCAA, please show your 
support of these important Patagonia 
organizations by donating to them on 
AZ Gives Day. 

On April 3, go to azgives.org. Even 
the smallest amounts add up when lots 
of people contribute to the sustainabil-
ity of our favorite non-profits.

April 3 is AZ 
Gives Day
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◊
APRIL

April 14  4pm  Royal Opera House -  
“Carmen.” Free Event - Sponsored by Santa 
Cruz Foundation for the Performing Arts

April 21  2pm  Art: Exhibitions on Screen - 
Rembrandt. Free Event - Sponsored by Global 
Arts Gallery

April 28   4pm Royal Opera House -  
“Macbeth.” Free Event - Sponsored by Bob and 
Elise Misiorowski                                         

◊
MAY

May 1   6pm Patagonia Movie House Silent 
Movie Project - Live music performed by 
Patagonia Montessori School, PUHS and Santa 
Cruz Foundation for the Performing Arts. Free 
Event

May 5  4pm  The Royal Ballet - “Bernstein 
Centenery.” Free Event - Sponsored by Santa 
Cruz Foundation for the Performing Arts

May 7  10am & 7pm Club Theater - “Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs.” Free Event 
        

*Dates and Times Subject to Change*

PCAA wishes to thank all our generous sponsors of the 
2017 - 2018 season at the Patagonia Movie House. If you 

would be interested in sponsoring upcoming events, please 
contact Cassina Farley at 520-394-9369.

Visit www.patagoniacreativearts.org  or 394-9369 
for more information.

IT’S DERBY TIME!

SONOITA BY TWILIGHT
MAY 4th,  5 TO 8:30 P.M.

Sponsored by:
 Angel Wings 3 Bar 3 Ranch & Feed

 Buffalo Gals Desert Legacy Galleries

 The Dream Weaver Cowgirl Flair

 Sweet Ride Heart of Gold Antiques      

Many Horses Trading Company

KPUP Broadcast Schedule
Spring 2018

Monday:
 7:00pm to 8:00pm; eTown repeat of Saturday’s show. 

Tuesday: 
 10:00am to 12:00pm; World Jazz with Mark Berg 
 7:00pm to 9:00pm; Jazz and Blues with Fred Hansen 

Wednesday: 
              11:00am to 12:00pm; Lars Marshal with Patagonia Montessori School        
              7:00pm to 10pm; Sean Alexander show 

Thursday: 
 11:00am to 12:00pm; Lars Marshal with PUHS - Alternating weeks   
 7:00pm to 10:00pm; Possibility Explorers. “Celebrating the Evening of   
 Mushkil Gusha, the Remover of All Difficulties”. Hosted by Graves 

Friday:
 7:00pm to 9:00pm; Hook's Sunken Roadhouse 

Saturday: 
 12:00pm to 1:00pm; eTown - “Educate, entertain and inspire a diverse 
 audience through music and conversation” 
 Sunday 6:00pm to 8:00pm; Acoustic Café – “Today’s great songwriting   
 talents. A bit of country, rock, blues, folk, pop” 
 8:00pm to 10:00pm; Folk Alley – “Folk Music Radio from WKSU-FM in   
 Kent, OH” 

Daily Shows: 
 Swing Hour: 5:00pm to 6:00pm. 
 Best of the Oldies: 1:00pm to 2:00am. 
 Feature Story News (FSN.com) Mon – Fri. 8 am., 12pm and 6pm., 
 Sat. 8am & 6pm., Sun. at 8am. 
 Patagonia Weather forecast: Every odd hour. Ponder that if you like.
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13 Adobe Canyon, Sonoita, AZ
Over 81 acres at  $599,000

Star View Ranch Estates, Sonoita, AZ
4+ acre parcels from 49K to 69K

35 Dudley Ct, Sonoita, AZ
Borders National Forest $699,000

12 Foothills Court, Sonoita, AZ 
Over 18 acres at  $875,500

S O L D

Pric
e Reductio

n

Five leaders of local environmental organizations 
concerned with the health of Sonoita Creek shared 
ways their organizations are working to protect 
and enhance the watershed at the annual meeting 
of the Friends of Sonoita Creek (FOSC) on Satur-
day March 17. A crowd of over 40 people at Cady 
Hall learned how the staff and volunteers of these 
organizations work collaboratively to protect the 
watershed and halt the decline of riparian habitats 
in Arizona.  

Carolyn Shafer, Chair of Patagonia’s Flood and 
Flow Committee explained that the committee’s 
mission is to make recommendations to the town 
council, described the committee’s ambitious Wa-
tershed Management Plan, spoke of the new citizen 
science project, Patagonia Area Water Science 
(PAWS), and urged the audience to stay informed 
and involved by attending meetings of the Flood 
and Flow Committee.Her committee’s water theme 
“slow it down and sink it in” was a common thread 
of all the presenters’ organizations.

The Borderlands Restoration Network’s Executive 
Director Kurt Vaughn, gave a brief explanation of 
BRN’s mission which is to protect and restore land-
scapes in the Arizona-Sonora borderlands region 
while building an economy that creates jobs that 
honor the earth and its plants and animals. He cited 
the Borderlands Earth Care Youth (BECY) as an ex-

ample of BRN’s environmental education work and 
also highlighted the Borderlands Field School, a four-
week “immersive practical training course designed 
to inspire the next generation of environmental 
leaders,” planned for July and August. 

Jonathan Lutz, Manager of the Tucson Audubon 
Society’s Paton Center for Hummingbirds, reported 
that his center of only 1.4 acres drew over 13,700 
visitors last year. Visitation is up 30% so far this year. 
Lutz pointed out that TAS shares with other environ-
mental organizations the goal of eliminating invasive 
Johnson grass and replacing it with native grasses 
such as sacaton. 

Martin Lawrence, Manager of the Nature Con-
servancy’s Patagonia-Sonoita Creek Preserve, gave 
a brief history of the conservancy’s work nationally 
and internationally and made special note of the 
organization’s shift in focus from purchasing and 
protecting isolated parcels of land to broadening the 
scope of its work to bring together all stakeholders 
to form alliances that protect the land and benefit 
the people who depend on it for their livelihoods 
and enjoyment. He also spoke of his concern for the 
decline of the Willow/Cottonwood riparian forest 
gallery as a symptom of far-reaching decline of ripar-
ian habitat. 

Colt Alford, Manager of Patagonia Lake State 
Park, is also responsible for Sonoita Creek and San 
Rafael State Natural Areas. Alford related that PLSP 
is an officially recognized Important Bird Area where 
at least 353 species of birds have been identified. He 
also noted that fence surveys by FOSC around part 
of the state natural area resulted in construction 
of pipe fencing around Coal Mine Springs, home of 
the endangered Gila Topminnow. One of Alford’s 
conservation goals is to secure funding and agree-

ments to fence cattle out of the birding area along 
Sonoita Creek. Besides increasing the enjoyment of 
the birding experience, this would help slow erosion 
of the creek and the silting of the lake.

FOSC encourages the public to learn about their 
work, their accomplishments and opportunities to 
join in this work by visiting their website at http://
sonoitacreek.org and signing up for their email 
newsletter. Additional volunteers and board mem-
bers are urgently needed.

Forum Features 
Watershed Advocacy 
Groups

By Andrew Gould and Bob Brandt

New & Used Guns

FFL Transfers

AZ CCW Classes

Suppressors

Susan Andersen
(719) 845-7614

www.bajaAZguns.com
1154 Circulo Mercado, Rio Rico, AZ 85648  

Purveyor of Firearms for the Responsible Gun Owner

Baja Guns AZ LLC
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 Contributed By The   LOBO  LINGO  PUHS Journalism Class 

Senior Spotlights This month, the journalism class at PUHS continues a series of profiles of the 
class of 2018. Look for more profiles of these talented and interesting young 
people in upcoming issues of the PRT. 

 Matthew Davidson is excited to go off to North-
ern Arizona University (NAU) and plans on getting 
a degree in business management and marketing. 
Davidson sees himself as a businessman and owning 
a business of his own in the future. 

“High school was fun I didn’t know what to expect 
but I liked it,” Davidson said.  He kept himself busy 
by playing sports like cross country for three years, 
soccer for a year, basketball for a year, tennis for 
three years, and joining the chess club for two years.  
Davidson showed consistent strength during his ju-
nior year on the cross country team. “He started the 
season running a 22:30 5K race in August, and by the 
end of the season had gotten his time down to 21:20 
during the Tombstone meet in mid-October,” Assis-
tant Coach McGuire said.   

Davidson enjoys going to Hermosillo, Sonora to 
visit family. Being with his family makes him realize 
how important it is to spend time with them before 
he takes a huge step in life, going off to the University 
and pursuing his dream. Davidson said that his dad 
is a big influence on him and he wants to make him 
proud when he's done with college.

Mr. Melanson, the high school math teacher, has 
helped him a lot over the high school years. “He’s 
helping me get through high school very smoothly 
and, most importantly, understand math with all the 
algebra and geometry preparing me for what life has 
to come,” Davidson said. “Matthew brings expertise 
and laughter to any class he partakes. His class witti-
ness in high school has truly been a pleasure for me, I 
wish him the very best,” Mr. Melanson said.

Davidson hopes to be able to change things as 
he gets older especially, “the way that people look 
at things and for people to be open minded. People 
need to be more understanding of each other. So 
many people don’t have respect for one another and 
I think that should really change,” Davidson said.

Desiree Merino sees the world as an ob-
stacle that you just have to get through. If she 
could change anything she would change the 
inequality between sexes, races, and social 
backgrounds.

 After graduation Merino is thinking about 
going to Pima Community College. She wants to 
be a U.S. Border Patrol Agent. “I’m going to be 
an adult soon and I need to step up my game,” 
Merino said. 

Merino’s parents have influenced her the 
most because they push her to do her best 
every day. “If I could work with anyone I would 
work with my mom, because she is the person I 
get along with the most,” Merino said.

“If I could talk to my 13-year-old self, I would 
tell her to not be such a daredevil and push 
herself in cheer so much. I have learned you 
need to start thinking about your future much 
sooner; luckily my teachers helped me with 
that this year,” Merino mused. 

“If I had a month off, I would spend time 
with my animals. I would also like to go to Costa 
Rica and enjoy the beach. I feel like it has a 
better vibe than California and it’s relaxing. The 
water is warmer there, too. If we could go any-
where for our senior trip, I would go to Rocky 
Point where the water is warm,” Merino said.

“Twitter is my favorite app because there 
are a lot of funny videos and people tweet fun-
ny things. I feel like everything that I retweet 
on Twitter defines me. I also like the musician 
Sam Smith because I can relate to some of his 
songs,” Merino said.  

“I didn’t play sports at PUHS, but while at 
Nogales High School for one year, I did varsity 
cheer and track. I was also in a club where we 
would garden. We grew plants to give to the 
ladies in the lunchroom,” Merino said.

“School was fun because I got to make a lot 
of friends. I thought it would be scary at first, 
but it was fun and unforgettable. I learned that 
I’m really friendly, but I don’t look friendly. I 
don’t regret anything I did in school because 
everything I did, I did it for a reason. When 
you can’t find the sunshine be the sunshine,” 
Merino said.

Senior Alex Escoboza is a future real estate agent 
in the making. To save up enough money to pursue 
a future in real estate, Escoboza plans on working in 
produce in Nogales after graduation. Then he plans 
on attending Pima Community College and going 
into real estate.

Escoboza is a very ambitious man, therefore 
real estate is the perfect fit for him because of “the 
money” said Escoboza. Besides earning money, Es-
coboza thinks about the good he can do; “You can't 
change people, but you can change the way they 
think, bring peace,” Escoboza said.

To say Escoboza is just an athlete is an under-
statement. He played varsity basketball for four 
years, football during sophomore year, and soccer 
his senior year (during which as goaltender he 
blocked two goals and from his goal box sent the 
balls across the entire field to score on the oppo-
nents!). Besides being excellent at soccer, Escobo-
za’s true passion is basketball: “I can't live without 
basketball,” Escoboza said. A strong mind set and 
dedication is important to Escoboza, which is why 
Kobe Bryant, Michael Jordan and rapper NF have 
influenced him the most.

 For Escoboza there have been many life lessons, 
but the biggest of all is “to learn to love yourself.” 
A beach in Puerto Rico with friends is Escoboza’s 
idea of a dream vacation. In the meantime, he looks 
forward to the senior trip to California “where I look 
forward to enjoying our last moments together,” Es-
coboza said. Reflecting on the past, Escoboza would 
tell his thirteen-year-old self, “Don’t rush things, just 
keep on trying; be patient.”

 There are many secret talents different people 
have. For Escoboza it is “freestyling” --a term which 
refers to a rap battle, where the performer puts a 
beat from a song on and speaks their mind in front 
of an audience; think poetry slam meets karaoke. 
We all complain about wanting to be an adult, and 
then later, being an adult, but Escoboza has his 
mind set on the end prize. Escoboza looks forward 
to “reaching the point that I will work hard for and 
starting a family. Life is too short to wait for things, 
but that doesn't mean you should rush them,” is 
Escoboza’s motto.

Nothing in life is ever promised, but for Escoboza 
he knows for sure that “I’m gonna’ work, always 
play basketball, and for sure do something with 
music.”

By Desiree Merino

Matthew Davidson
Ready for NAU

Desiree Merino
Ready for PCC

By Alicia Valenzuela

Alex Escoboza
House Hunter

By Fabian Monge
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Whether he is listening or performing, Juan 
“Chooch” Urias has loved music for as long as 
he can remember. “My passion is music. I’ve 
always loved music growing up,” Urias said. 
Urias plans on taking his love for music into 
his college years, when he will major in music 
performance and additionally study in an agri-
culture-related field while attending Northern 
Arizona University. 

During high school Urias remained an 
active member of the Patagonia Union High 
School student body, participating in chess 
for three years, cross country for two years, 
tennis for three years, and soccer his se-
nior year. Some aspects of high school Urias 
particularly enjoyed were his music class, and 
the memories made in Mr. Melanson’s math 
classes. “The best thing about high school 
was being with my friends,” Urias smiles. “If I 
could describe high school in one word, it’d be 
‘exhausting,’” he laughs.

Urias credits much that he has learned to 
his mother. “My biggest influence is my mom,” 
he says. “She always tells me that I can instead 
of that I can’t.” If Urias could change anything 
about the world, he would lessen the amount 
of pollution in the atmosphere. Along with his 
plans for college, he hopes to skydive in his 
lifetime. According to his sister, Urias is a lively 
brother whose hobbies include playing video 
games and indulging in popcorn while watch-
ing YouTube. 

Urias says a quote he lives by is, “Never 
give up.” This shows through in all that he is 
passionate about: tennis, chess, cross country, 
soccer, and especially music.  

Jhorsen Lopez wants the join the United 
States Air Force and be a firefighter. “I’ve 
always wanted to be a firefighter ever since I 
was a little boy but watching the movie “Only 
the Brave” made me want to be a firefighter 
even more,” Lopez said.

Lopez hopes that one day the world can 
change and stop poor treatment of animals. 
“It really bothers me that people can have 
the nerve to mistreat animals for no reason,” 
Lopez said. Coming from a ranch family Lopez 
loves spending time with his animals. 

Lopez enjoys playing video games, roping 
and playing football. “I was hoping to play 
football here at PUHS. I played football at 
Nogales High for three years. I only played 
basketball at PUHS.  It was fun and I really 
liked my teammates and my coach as well,” 
Lopez said. 

Lopez would like to visit Hawaii. “I like 
the beach and hiking. One day I would like 
to hike Kilauea Iki Trail and Crater Rim Trail 
in Hawaii,” said Lopez. He wants to hike the 
trail with his brother. “I think he would be the 
best to hike with. He won’t be too fast or too 
slow,” Lopez said.

Lopez’s dad inspires him to do his best 
every day. “This is my first and last year at Pa-
tagonia High School. I wish I would’ve known 
about all the great teachers and people that 
came here,” said Lopez.  “My high school 
experience was definitely like a rollercoaster 
ride. I had my ups and downs but at the end 
everything turned out just fine,” Lopez said

Jhorsen Lopez
Ready for USAF

By Desiree Merino

Juan Urias
Never Give Up

By Chesed Chap

Senior Spotlights

Friday afternoon around 6 o’clock
 Waking up from a long nap 

I suddenly hear the beat of music playing 
I can feel the tremble of the loudspeakers 

I look over my window
Seeing smoke from the other side of the border 

I can already imagine the taquero cooking
Long strips of seasoned carne asada meat 

  Sizzles as soon as it touches the grill 
I can smell the salsa and how spicy it is  

It's funny how it’s only on the weekends 
Monday through Thursday not a single cricket 

I’m already used to hearing the dogs howl at a certain 
time 

And the police sirens at almost midnight 
I’m only a couple feet away 

The one thing that separates us is a tall metal fence 
 When Crawford is silent everyday of the week 

Nothing really happens on Crawford 
The neighbors are really friendly always waving 

I wonder what they think about on the weekends 
Are they bothered?

 

 Contributed By The   LOBO  LINGO  PUHS Journalism Class 

Crawford St.
By Desiree Merino

In-Home Chiropractic Care

520-357-1711
www.lopezhousecalls.com

We come to you!
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Calendar
Apr 3 - Blood Drive at Sonoita Fire 
Station. 9:30-3 p.m. To schedule an 
appointment contact Katie Goodwin at 
sefd911@sefd911.org or call the Red 
Cross at 1-800-733-2767. Walk-ins wel-
come, appointments take priority.

Apr 5 - El Mundo de Paula Wittner. 
Opening reception, 7 p.m. at Centro de 
las Artes de la Universidad de Sonora 
en Hermosillo, Mexico.

Apr 5 - Asia’s Unique Culture: A Visual 
Trip Across a Mystical Continent. 
Arizona Humanities Road Scholar Dan 
Fellner of ASU. 6:30 p.m. at Patagonia 
Public Library.

Apr 7 - Golfing for Scholars Tour-
nament. Kino Springs Golf Course. 
Shotgun start at 9:00 am, registration 
starts at 8. More info: Leslie Kramer at 
kramerlaw@earthlink.net.

Apr 8 - Antonio Barberena, Classical 
Accordion. $25 prepay/$28 at the 
door. 3 p.m. at Benderly-Kendall Opera 
House. For reservations please visit 
www.scfpapresents.org or call 888-202-
1942.

Apr 14 - Royal Opera House presents: 
“Carmen.” 4 p.m. at Tin Shed Theater. 
Free.  

Apr 14 - Burger Bash Fundraiser and 
Royalty Dinner. 4:30 p.m. at Sonoita 
Fairgrounds. Live music, cash bar, and 
fresh hamburgers made with local beef. 
Sponsored by the Collins C6 Ranch 
Family & Friends. Tickets $20-Adults, 
$6-Children 6-12 yrs, under 5 are free.

Apr 15 - Duo Artesenal: Juliana Osin-
chuk, piano & John De La Paz, clarinet. 
$25 prepay/$28 at the door. 3 p.m. at 
Benderly-Kendall Opera House. For 
reservations please visit www.scfpa-
presents.org or call 888-202-1942.

Apr 16 - Derby Hat Making Class. 10-2 
p.m. at Dream Weaver, Sonoita. Light 
lunch served, sample mint juleps. Bring 
your own supplies or purchase supplies. 
Tickets $45, limited enrollment. Info: 
520-881-7787.

Apr 18 - Water in Arizona: Past, Pres-
ent, Future. Arizona Humanities Scholar 
Paul Hirt of ASU. 7 p.m. at Patagonia 
Library.

Apr 20 - Tucson Symphony Orchestra 
Young Artists Competition Winners in 
Recital. Admission $15. 6:30 p.m. at 
Benderly-Kendall Opera House. For res-
ervations please call 520-394-0129.

EVENTS

MEETINGS

AA - Pat. Seventh Day Adventist 
Church Fellowship Hall, Thurs. at 6:30 
p.m. Sonoita Bible Church, Tue. at 
7:30 p.m. For more AA meetings, info, 
call 520-624-4183.

Overeaters Anonymous - Tue. & 
Thurs. at 6:30 p.m. Fragrance-free 
meeting. Patagonia United Methodist 
Church. 520-404-3490.

CHOP (Community Homes of 
Patagonia, Inc.) - Board meeting 3rd. 
Mon. at 6 p.m. in the Patagonia Town 
Council Room Chambers.

Patagonia Town Council - 2nd & 4th 
Wed. at 7 p.m. in Town Council Hall.

Patagonia Museum - Oct-May: open 
Thurs-Sat 2-4 p.m. 
Info: www.thepatagoniamuseum.org.

San Rafael Community 4-H Club - 2nd 
Mon, Patagonia Methodist Church, 
Thurber Hall, 5:30 p.m. Info: Tami, 455-
5561.

Santa Cruz Singers - rehearsals Thurs at 
5 p.m., SCFPA office, 348 Naugle Ave., 
Patagonia. New members welcome!

Bingo - 1st & 3rd Mon., St. Theresa 
Parish Hall in Patagonia, 6 p.m. Info: 
455-5681.

Crossroads Quilters - 2nd & 4th Mon, 
Sonoita Fire Dept., 9 a.m. Info: 520-732-
0453.

Open Tennis - Saturdays, PUHS at 9 
a.m. Info: 394-2973.

Border Community Alliance - Monthly 
cross-border tours. Info: www.border-
communityalliance.org.

Patagonia Community
United Methodist Church
387 McKeown Ave., Patagonia 
394-2274
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.
Youth Group: 5-7 p.m.

St. Therese of Lisieux Catholic 
Church
222 Third Ave., Patagonia 
394-2954
Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.

Canelo Cowboy Church
Hwy 83, MP 14, Elgin 455-5000
Sunday Services: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School: 10:30 a.m. (except third 
Sundays)Ranch Family Fun Day: 7 
a.m. every 3rd Sunday.

Sonoita Hills Community Church
52 Elgin Rd., Sonoita 455-5172
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

Sonoita Bible Church
3174 N. Highway 83, Sonoita 455-
5779
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group: 2nd & 4th Wed. 
6-8 p.m.

Our Lady of the Angels Catholic 
Church
12 Los Encinos Rd., Sonoita 
394-2954
Sunday Mass: 8 a.m.

Harvest Christian Fellowship/
Sonoita Foursquare Church
3107 Hwy 83, Sonoita 455-5505
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
Casa Blanca Chapel of Sonoita
Justice of the Peace Courtroom
2nd & 4th Saturdays: 10 a.m.

church services

Apr 20 - Friends of the Library 
Fundraiser. An evening with Stephen 
Buchmann, author of “The Reason for 
Flowers.” Hors d’oeuvres, wine and 
more at a private home, 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets $50 at Patagonia Library. 520-
394-2010.

Apr 21 - Earthfest 2018. Food, music 
and booths in the Patagonia Town 
Park with accompanying activities at 
locations around Patagonia. 9 a.m.-
6:30 p.m. More details on Facebook: 
@EarthfestPatagoniaAZ .

Apr 21 - Exhibitions on Screen: Rem-
brandt. 2 p.m. at Tin Shed Theater. 
Free.

Apr 22 - U of A Musicians on Tour. Ad-
mission $15. 3 p.m. at Benderly-Ken-
dall Opera House. For reservations 
please visit www.scfpapresents.org or 
call 888-202-1942.

Apr 24 - Elgin School 2018-19 Kinder-
garten Round-Up. Registration/pa-
perwork, Kindergarten readiness, and 
campus tour. 9-10:30 a.m. 

Apr 28 - Royal Opera House presents: 
“Macbeth.” 4 p.m. at Tin Shed The-
ater. Free.

Apr 29 - William Fensley, classical 
guitar. $25 prepay/$28 at the door. 
3 p.m. at Benderly-Kendall Opera 
House. For reservations please visit 
www.scfpapresents.org or call 888-
202-1942.

May 4 - Sonoita by Twilight. 5-8 p.m. 

May 5-6 - Sonoita Horse Races.

EVENTS

Lunch for Seniors - Fresh-cooked 
meals, Mon - Fri, noon-1 p.m. At the 
Patagonia Senior Center.

Sr. Citizens of Patagonia Van Service 
Medical transportation, Mon - Fri for 
seniors & disabled by appointment 
only. Info: 394-2494.

Story Time with Ms. Laura - For care-
givers and children aged 5 & under. 
1st & 3rd Mon, 9-10 a.m. at Patagonia 
Library. Info: 394-2010.

Patagonia Methodist Church Gift Shop 
- Fri & Sat 10-2 p.m.

Angel Wings Thrift & Gift Shop - Thurs 
- Sat, 10-2 p.m. Our Lady of the Angels 
Catholic Church, 12 Los Encinos Rd, 
Sonoita.

Sonoita/Patagonia Email Newsletter - 
usually twice a week. Free. Sign up at 
clarebonelli@sonoitapatagonialocals.
com.

Patagonia Farmers Market
Thursday 10a.m - 2p.m. In front of Red 
Mountain Foods

Sonoita Farmers Market
Sat 10a.m. - 1p.m. Corner of Hwy 82 
and 83, Sonoita.

Nogales Mercado Farmers’ Market - 
Fri 3-6 p.m. 163 N Morley Ave.
Nogales, AZ.

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Rotary Club - 2nd & 4th Thurs., 5:30 
p.m. at the Steak Out. Info: Sue, 520-
990-4648.

Senior Citizens of Patagonia’s Board of 
Directors - 2nd Mon, 3pm at the Senior 
Center.

MEETINGS

SPECIAL INTERESTS



Classifieds

Nick is a short hair grey with white 
kitty. He’s very calm, gets along 
great with all cats and enjoys being 
a laid back kitty. He’s a year old and 
he has been neutered.

HELP WANTED

STRONG BACK? ABLE TO TRANSFER 200 LBS?
If you’re an experienced or certified caregiver, call Patagonia

Assisted Care: 520-604-8179.

JULIA GREEN VOICE AND PIANO STUDIO
Voice & piano lessons $45/45 mins. www.juliagreenmusic.com 

505-350-8543 Patagonia 85624.

SONOITA SELF STORAGE+RV/BOAT STORAGE RENTALS 
5x10, 10 x 10,10x 20. 520-455-9333 or 520-455-4641.

TO PLACE CLASSIFIEDS 
OR ADS, 

CONTACT PRTADS@GMAIL.COM
HOUSING RENTALS

CLASSES

MISCELLANEOUS

Santa Cruz Humane Society
232 E. Patagonia Hwy (Rt. 82)

Nogales, AZ 85621 (520) 287-5654

DIRTY GIRL FARMETTE FARM STAND 
Every Saturday 9-12. 283 West North Ave. Local and Organic, Fresh off the Farm.

NOW HIRING - HIGH SPIRITS FLUTES
Please email your resume to admin@highspirits.com.

PA G E  2 3           PA T A G O N I A  R E G I O N A L  T I M E S          A P R I L  2 0 1 8

AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION

NOTICE ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
HAVE BEEN FILED IN THE OFFICE OF 
The ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMIS-
SION FOR I. Name: NICK ROBBS PHO-
TOGRAPHY LLC  L -2254998-0.  II. The 
address of the known place of business 
is: PO Box 1394, Sonoita, AZ 85637.  
III. The name and street address of 
the Statuary agent is: Nicholas Robbs, 
PO Box 1394, Sonoita, AZ 85637. [x] 
Management of the limited liability 
company is vested in a manager AND 
each member who owns a twenty per-
cent or greater interest in the capital or 
profits of the limited liability company 
are: Nicholas Robbs, PO Box 1394, 
Sonoita AZ, 85637, Heather Robbs, PO 
Box 1394, Sonoita, AZ, 85637.

Pub: Patagonia Regional Times
Date: March, April, May, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

GARAGE SALE
Behind Many horses Trading Co., 3254 Hwy 82, Sonoita, AZ 85637. 

Friday 4/6 and Sat 4/7, 9am - 4pm.
Household Items, Books, Clothes, Shoes, Handbags, Kayaks & much more...

All quality items...Stop by and enjoy 518-480-1952

Honey is a sweet German Shep-
herd mix, she’s around 6 years old 
and loves being around people. 
She enjoys getting belly rubs and 
loves going out on walks.

MOBILE HOME FOR RENT
3-bed; 2-bath; large porch and unfenced yard

$675/month plus utilities
Call Philip 520-264-8824

 

april 29 

FULL MOON



PATAGONIA: 325-A McKeown Ave., next to Gathering Grounds  520-394-2120 

SONOITA: Corner of Hwys 82 & 83, next to Post Office  520-455-5235  

www.buysonoita.com or www.sonoita-realestate.com 

  

Jean Miller 
Co-Owner, General Manager 
Direct 520-508-3335 
jeanmiller@longrealty.com 

 

Carol Ford 
Co-Owner, Designated Broker 
Direct 520-604-0162 
cford@longrealty.com 

Download FREE Long Realty App for instant Arizona real estate active listings, pending sales and recently sold properties. 

$319,500 

MLS  # 21705439  4.15  ACRES 
Red Rock Acres   2080sf 3Bd/2Ba just remodeled Santa Fe.  
Trees, outstanding views, courtyard entrance, screened AZ 
room, fireplace, 2 car garage.  CAROL FORD   520 604-0162 

   PATAGONIA HILLSIDE SETTING 

$385,000 

REDUCED!  MLS # 21707591    4.3  ACRES 
Great views on this split level custom home.  2Bd/3Ba, 
high ceilings, hickory cabinets, 3 car garage.  Gated for 
privacy & security .    BARBARA HARRIS  602 826-4026 

$415,000 

REDUCED! MLS # 21632302    12.74 ACRES 
Access to State & BLM land for great horseback riding. 
3283 sf 4Bd/3Ba + bonus room & office. High knotty pine 
ceilings, panoramic views.    JEAN MILLER  520 508-3335 

$399,000 

MLS # 21632142  10.5 DIVIDABLE ACRES 
Trees, views, privacy , room for horses & pets, multiple 
gardens & patios, garage, chicken coop.  2Bd/2Ba, studio 
& inviting sunroom.     JEAN MILLER   520 508-3335 

$325,000

50 CASAS ARROYO ROAD  
  3 Bd/2Ba, 2434 sf with fresh paint & carpet. Burnt adobe 
w/ high beamed ceilings, Saltillo tile floors, 2 patios, 2 car 
garage & separate studio.   JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335  

$249,000 

MLS # 21716353    4.5  ACRES 
1952 sf,  3 Bd/2Ba, huge open kitchen & fam room. 
Screened porch, AC.   Great for horses.   Carport/
workshop/2 stall barn.    JEAN MILLER  520 508-3335 

$375,000 

MLS # 21725571  4.14 ACRES 
 2121sf, 3Bd/2Ba.  Great views, island kitchen, sunken liv 
rm w/fireplace,  lg master bedroom, 3 car garage.  Great 
private well.  Great for horses.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

$299,000 

MLS # 21615292   MUD ADOBE 
2321sf  3Bd/2Ba on easy-care .37 acres.  Charm & charac-
ter, HOA w/pool, mature trees,  acres of shared land, 
quick Hwy 83 access.   CAROL FORD  520 604-0162 

$250,000 

  MLS #21614450      41+ ACRES 
Oaks, abundant wildlife, gated/CC&R’s just N of Patagonia 
Build your dream home w/majestic mtn views. Enjoy area 
birding & equine trails.    CAROL FORD 520 604-0162 

   CUSTOM SANTA FE ON THE MESA ELGIN WINE COUNTRY 

SONOITA COUNTRY  LIVING JUST LISTED! HOUSE W/STUDIO    CONVENIENT SONOITA LOCATION  

JUST REMODELED  LAKE PATAGONIA CASAS ARROYO de SONOITA   RAIL X RANCH ESTATES LAND 

 PATAGONIA MOUNTAIN RETREAT 

MLS #21730369  29.3 PRISTINE ACRES MLS #21702137    201 ACRES MLS #21802506       11.24 ACRES 

S BAR V RANCH   SAN RAFAEL VALLEY CHARMING STABILZED ADOBE HOME 

2532 sf, 4Bd/3Ba with large kitchen,  AZ room, workshop, stor-
age bldg., barn, chicken coop.  Great country living in serene, 
wooded, Creekside location.  JEAN MILLER 520 508-3335 

Built in 1997 wi/2017 addition of spacious master bed-
room suite. 2278 sf, 2 Bd/2Ba, bonus rm.  No HOA or 
CC&R’s.  Private well.   BARBARA HARRIS 602 826-4026 

$350,000 

2100 sf charming ranch home, fully equipped barn w/
apartment, oaks, gentle grasslands, add’l bldg. site.  Gor-
geous views, USFS on 2 sides.   CAROL FORD 520 604-0162 

$1,600,000 $550,000 


