
New Year’s Resolution to Speak Out 

January brings after Christmas sales, NFL playoffs and of course, more snow, but it also 

brings the opening of the next legislative class. While we all want to save money, cheer on 

the  Penguins  and shovel snow (NOT!), we should also mark this as a time to make contact 

with our incoming legislators.  

The 116th US Congress (2019-2021) and the General Assembly of Pennsylvania (2019-2020) 

are mixes of newly elected and incumbent representatives voted into office by Pennsylvania 

residents. They have been elected to fulfill their constituents’ wishes, but when we remain 

quiet, it’s the lobbyists who are heard. Silence equals consent, so when our elected officials 

only hear the opinions of big business through their highly paid lobbyists, the assumption is 

voters agree. Our union has representatives that try to educate officials on issues that matter 

to us, but they can’t do it alone. We’ll never compete with the interests of the rich in dollars, 

but we can promote the interests of working people with our voices. 

Election results prove that many of the pro-business candidates in the PA General Assembly 

were re-elected. We can expect anti-labor battles at the state level, but not everyone is anti-

worker and Governor Wolfe has shown he’s on our side.  

The 116th Congress is the most diverse Congress in our country’s history. This is a sign that 

the American voters want an end to partisan bickering. We want differing views and opinions 

so we can return to the art of compromise, the key to effective legislating. But without us 

voicing an opinion, our views won’t be part of the discussion.  

So as we make New Year’s resolutions to save money and lose weight, let’s also resolve to 

be more politically vocal. Send emails, make phone calls or even visit representatives’ 

offices. Tell them how you feel and how proposed legislation will impact you and your 

families. Most importantly, tell them you are an IAM union member from Local Lodge 1976! 

To find your legislator, follow these links. When you get to your legislator’s web page, place 

that link in your browser’s bookmarks for easy access in future: 

U.S. Senate www.senate.gov 

U.S. House of Representatives www.house.gov 

General Assembly of Pennsylvania www.legis.state.pa.us 

On another note, I want to thank Jeff Miller for stepping up to be part of the Legislative 

Committee. He contributed a large part of this article. I appreciate his assistance and look 

forward to working with him. If anyone has any legislation questions, please feel free to ask 

either of us. 

In solidarity, 

Mike Cicconi, Legislative Chair  

Jeff Miller, Legislative Committee  
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