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“There is nowhere else I want to be in the 
world, right now, because you are my 
first love” was the assertion made by 

Archbishop Robert Rivas as he celebrated a Mass 
at the Cathedral of the Assumption in Kingstown to 
mark his 30th Anniversary of episcopal ordination.
 With his usual spirit-filled sermon,  
Archbishop Rivas had the congregation singing and 
dancing as he recounted the experiences of his jour-
ney. 
 He shared his readiness to serve upon hear-
ing the news of being appointed bishop to St. Vin-

cent and the Grenadines, a place he had never visited 
before. He used this to encourage the congregation 
to be ready to serve.  In keeping with The Sunday 
of the Word of God (January 26, 2020) Archbishop 
Rivas exhorted the congregation to “Give the Word 
a chance to shape your life.”
 Archbishop Rivas was appointed the first 
bishop of the Diocese of Kingstown on January 22, 
1990 the day Kingstown became a diocese of its 
own. He has since been succeeded by Archbishop 
Jason Gordon (2011 – 2016), then Bishop Gerard, 
the present bishop.
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On Sunday, September 13, 2020, the St. John’s RC 
Church, Mesopotamia came alive in joyful cele-
bration with Sr. Augustine Quarless who received 

a Benemerenti Medal.  The Benemerenti Medal is a medal 
awarded by the Pope to members of the clergy and laity for 
service to the Catholic Church. 
 Originally established as an award for soldiers in 
the Papal Army, it is now a civil decoration but may still be 
awarded to members of the Pontifical Swiss Guards. Bish-
op of the Diocese of Kingstown, Gerard County, C.S.Sp 
presented the medal to Sr. Augustine while Msgr.  Michael 
Stewart, parish priest of St. John’s Parish, helped to pin it 
on her.

RELIGIOUS LIFE
On August 27, 2019, Sr. Augustine celebrated 65 years of 
profession; and on November 4 that same year she celebrat-
ed her 92nd birthday. Although Sr. Augustine is Trinidadian 
by birth, of her 65 years of religious life, she spent 31 years 
in Africa and over 27 years in St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines where she presently resides.
 From 1954 to 1985 Sister’s missionary journeys 
led her far away from her homeland, first to Sierra Leone 
(West Africa), then in 1970 to The Gambia (West Africa).  
She celebrated her silver jubilee there on August 28, 1979.
 In January 1993 she was assigned to Pastoral 
Ministry in Mesopotamia. She often reminisces about “her 
fights” with Fr. Mike Stewart, with whom she is now ‘good 
buddies!’  In September 2003 Sister took up assignment in 

Kingstown where she worked at the Cathedral Parish office 
as a support to the Cathedral Administrator. In 2006 she was 
reassigned to the Mesopotamia Community as Communi-
ty Leader. There she spent seven years before returning to 
Kingstown.
Sister served in various capacities throughout her ministra-
tions to the Diocese of Kingstown.  She was a member of 
the National Service Team, the marriage Tribunal Prelim-
inary Investigation Team, Counselor, and in Communica-
tions, she was ‘the anchor’ for the weekly radio programme 
“Catholic Forum”.  Hers was a well-known voice across 
the island even among members of different faiths. She was 
also involved in SIGNIS Caribbean as the ‘Communica-
tions voice’ for the Diocese of St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines.
 Sr. Augustine celebrated her golden jubliee of reli-
gious profession on August 28, 2004 in Trinidad & Tobago. 
Despite the many health challenges that afflicted her, she 
remained positive and kept going. Be that as it may, Sr. Au-
gustine lives in the gladness of each day and continuously 
praises and thanks God for His goodness to her.
 Sister’s 65 years of religious life have been full 
and adventurous.  Having been led by God she adopted and 
adapted to new cultures and served peoples of all races, na-
tionalities, and classes.  Like Samuel of the Old Testament, 
Sister Augustine Quarless heard the call, answered the call, 
and responded with great faith. Congratulations Sister and 
we pray God’s continued and richest blessings on your life!

Sr. Augustine Receives Benemerenti Medal
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REV. PETER AND FR. COLLIN WELCOMED TO PRIESTHOOD
By Kaelanne Jordan
Email: mediarelations.camsel@catholictt.org
Twitter: @kaelanne1

The ordination to the diaconate of Brother Peter Emmanuel 
and Trinidadian, Reverend Collin Victor Jackson to the 
priesthood marked a “historic day”, a day of “great joy 

and jubilation” for the Diocese of Kingstown in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines.
 So said ordaining bishop, Bishop Gerard County 
C.S.Sp at the 5 p.m. Mass of Ordination Thursday, August 6, the 
Feast of the Transfiguration.The venue was the Cathedral of the 
Assumption.
 Speaking to the candidates, Bishop County said that 
their journey has been a long one through which they persevered.
He first met Rev. Jackson in 2002 when he was student at the 
formation house with the Holy Ghost Fathers. There was a va-
cancy for formator, and Rev. Jackson “begged” Bishop County, 
then parish priest for the diocese of Tampico, Mexico, to be his 
formator.
 “Collin, I took that into consideration, but my mission, 
I had to continue my mission in Mexico. Little did I know that 
18 years after I will be ordaining you as the bishop of St Vincent 
and the Grenadines. That is how God works ….” Bishop County 
said.
 He expressed thanks to Rev. Jackson  for choosing to 
assume his duties in the diocese.Bishop County recalled he met 
Nigeria-born brother Emmanuel when he was Fr. Angus Fraser’s 
C.S.Sp secretary in 2017. Fr. Fraser was the first local Vincentian 
to be ordained a Catholic priest. He spent more than 50 years in 
Nigeria doing missionary work.
 Bishop County said that he was also “pleased” to be 
ordaining Fr. Angus’ “spiritual son” to the transitional diaconate. 
A candidate, he said, Fr. Angus recommended “highly”.
 “I have a letter that recommended you to [be] ordained 
from him. He was on his way back to visit me when we were 
going to make arrangements for your ordination in 2018 but un-

fortunately, he died in London,” he said.
 As deacon, Bishop County prayed that Emmanuel does 
the will of God generously, serves God and mankind in love and 
joy.
 “Like the men the apostles chose for works of chari-
ty, you should be a man of good reputation filled with wisdom 
and the Holy Spirit. Show before God and mankind that you are 
above every suspicion or blame, a true minister of Christ and of 
God’s mysteries—a man firmly rooted in faith. Never turn away 
from the hope which the gospel offers,” Bishop County said.
 He urged the candidate  not only to listen to God’s 
Word but also preach it. 
 “Hold the mystery of faith with a clear conscience. Ex-
press in action what you proclaim by word and mouth. Then the 
people of Christ, brought to life by the Spirit will be an offering 
God accepts. Finally, on the last day, when you go to meet the 
Lord, you will hear Him say ‘Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant, enter into the joy of your Lord’.”
 Bro. Emmanuel then made his commitment to celibacy. 
Bishop County told Bro. Emmanuel and Rev. Jackson that they 
must consider carefully the ministry to which they are to be pro-
moted in the Church. They are to serve Christ the teacher, priest, 
and pastor in His ministry which is to make His own body, the 
church, grow “incessantly” into a people of God and a temple of 
the Holy Spirit. He reminded them that they are called to serve, 
not to be served.
 The newly ordained deacon was vested by permanent 
deacon Ancel Knights.When a stole is used in a deacon’s ordi-
nation, it is conferred and worn over the shoulder, draping at his 
side.
 Fr. Jackson was vested with his stole around his neck, 
hanging in front his body. When he was completely vested, he 
returned to the Bishop for the holy anointing as a priest.
Bishop County read greetings to Fr. Jackson from his family in 
Trinidad.
 “We’re extremely proud and grateful… you proved to 
be a strong and resilient person….we watch you grow stronger 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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in your faith… although we are not physically 
here, let there be no doubt that our hearts are with 
you…congratulations to you always…”
 He also read congratulatory messages 
from the Holy Ghost Fathers—Bishop Emeritus 
Malcolm Galt, Fr. Tom Willemsen, a letter from 
Fr Jackson’s former parish priest at St. Francis of 
Assisi, Sangre Grande, Fr. Peter De La Bastide-
and Fr. Sean Doggett.
 In a brief word, Fr. Jackson, on behalf 
of Rev. Emmanuel thanked Bishop County for 
accepting them into the diocese.
“We thank you for the confidence you’ve placed 
in us,” he said.
 He gave a virtual blessing to the St. 
Francis of Assisi parish tuned in and family and 
friends.Both Fr. Jackson and Rev. Emmanuel 
will be appointed to St. John’s Parish and will 
continue their work in education.

Students of the St. Martin’s Secondary school are now 
better equipped for online learning. This is thanks to a 
recent donation of tablets from the SMSS Past Students 

Association.
 Since March 20, 2020 schools in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines have been closed due to the COVID-19 global pan-
demic. Most schools have now turned to online learning.
 Although the St. Martin’s school has been hailed as one 
of the leading schools in online learning some students are still 
at a disadvantage by not having the required devices.
 The association then initiated a response to this need 
by sourcing the tablets. At first their target was 40 but an over-
whelming response saw the number grew to 93.

 In a handing over ceremony on May 25 at the school, 
the principal, Mr. Yohance Gibson, thanked the association for 
this well needed donation. At the time of the ceremony, follow-
ing a needs assessment by the staff, some tablets were already 
distributed to the most needy in the first instance; students who 
were never able to access the e-learning forum. 
 Then others were then distributed to students who were 
in homes where there is only one device to multiple children.
 In attendance at the ceremony were Bishop Gerard 
County, chairman of the board of the school, Mrs. Kay Martin 
Jack, senior executive officer for secondary schools, members 
of the past student’s association, some of which were via Zoom 
video conference, parents and some students.

SMSS receives tablets for online learningSMSS receives tablets for online learning

Bishop Gerard County, the Clergy, 
Religious and the faithfully of the 
Diocese of Kingstown congratulates 
Msgr. Michael Stewart on 35 years 
of Priestlty Ministry, which he cele-
brated on July 21st, 2020. 
 The Diocese of Kingstown 
is extremely grateful to Msgr. Mike 
for his faithful Ministry in serving 
the Diocese for more than three de-
cades. 
 May God continue to guide, 
strengthen, protect and bless him as 
he continues his great mission to His 
vineyard. 

Msgr. Michael Stewart celebrates 
35 years of Priestly Ministry in 
the Diocese of Kingstown 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Inter-Parish Cookoff 2020!Inter-Parish Cookoff 2020!

On Friday, 21st February, 2020, the R.C Diocesan Youth 
Commission kick-started its 2020 calendar of activi-
ties with an inter-parish Youth Cook-Off, the second 

of its kind since it was introduced in 2018.
 The parking lot of the Catholic Pastoral Centre came 
alive with youths from throughout the diocese, who came 
armed with coal pots, grills and pots and pans; ready to show 
off their cooking skills.
 Eager to complete the challenge of preparing a three-
course meal over open flame, the aroma of bubbling soups, 
grilled meats and the delightful sights of glazed desserts soon 
enveloped the Edinboro residence and teased the appetites of 
the many patrons who came out to support their parish teams.
 The ‘Focussed Five’ who represented the Holy Fam-
ily Parish snatched the first-place position from St. Michael’s 
Parish, the previous winners, after they wowed all with their 
five-star presentation of cream of pumpkin soup with garlic 
bread, chicken alfredo pasta and a delectable apple pie. 
 Second place went to the youths from the Cathedral 
Parish whose menu of egg drop soup, chicken kebabs and a 
twist on banana s’mores was judged the most creative; while 
the ‘Determined Divas’ from Corpus Christi Parish were 
awarded the third place. Their bubbly spirits were as lively 
as their dishes of callaloo soup, sweet and sour chicken with 
vegetable rice and a sugar dusted donut.
 Other delightful dishes that patrons were privy to 
sampling were a lobster linguini presented by St. Michael’s 
Parish, as well as a donut dripping with chocolate glaze and 
a succulent grilled chicken served with a kale salad both of 
which were prepared by the two teams from St. John’s Parish.
 Though they did not participate this year, the youths 
from St. Benedict’s Parish played games of dominoes and 
cards while they waited for the opportunity to sample the 
many dishes - the aroma of which excited their appetites.
 In spite of the many delicious foods, the enthusiasm, 
the camaraderie, the fellowship, the teamwork and the bonds 
fostered, were the components of an outstanding recipe that 
made the night a memorable one. Congratulations to all the 
participants and kudos to the winners!



7

The almost recently renovated Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Home for Girls’ building located in Cane End, Mesopo-
tamia was destroyed by fire on Monday March 30 2020. 

The thirteen (13) girls and house mother all escaped unharmed.
 The Home is the lone non-profit institution on main-
land St. Vincent that focuses primarily on transforming the lives 
of suffering and abused young girls, by providing them with a 
safe housing and nurturing environment. 
 It is owned and operated by the Roman Catholic 
Church.The Board, on Wednesday, April 1, launched a do-
nation appeal. They are seeking cash donations which can be 

made at the Kingstown Cooperative Credit Union (KCCU) 
Acc.#10003945. Contributions of other items can be delivered 
to:

St. Joseph’s Convent House, 
Fernside, Kingstown

Family Services, Paul’s Avenue
Sandra Davis, La Croix

Thank you to all the persons who have made generous contribu-
tions thus far. Let us continue to pray for the residents and staff 
of the Home as they face this tragic time.

Fire destroys Guadalupe HomeFire destroys Guadalupe Home

Several new appointments in the Diocese were made by Bish-
op Gerard this year, which became effective on September 1, 
2020. 
 Fr Alando Williams replaced Msgr. Michael Stew-
art at the Cathedral of the Assumption Parish, Kingstown. Fr 
Mark Da Silva, who was stationed at Our Lady Queen of the 
Universe Parish, Layou replaced Fr Alando at St Michael’s 
Parish, Bequia.
 Fr Richard Paynter replaced Fr Mark in Layou and 
Msgr Michael Stewart replaced Fr Paynter at St John’s Parish, 
Mesopotamia. 
 Both Fr Colin Jackson and Reverend Peter Emmanu-
el were appointed to St John’s Parish, Mesopotamia, following 
their ordination on August 6, 2020. They will also continue their 

work in education. 
 This new team at St John’s, under the guidance of 
Msgr. Mike will establish a house of discernment for voca-
tions to the priesthood. 
 On Sunday, November 22 Msgr. Vincent Blackett 
was installed as priest-in-charge of the Church in Canouan. 
Msgr. Blackett replaces Fr. Niño Mirandilla who has since 
been appointed assistant priest at the Cathedral parish and 
Chaplain for the Filipino Community.
 Missionaries of the poor took up ministry in the 
Kingstown Diocese from September 2020. They are attached 
to the Cathedral parish and have responsibility for the pastoral 
care of the poor, needy and indigent, the clients of the soup 
kitchen and the night shelter. 

New appointments in the Diocese



During the tourist season our island, as well as our Cathedral, 
The Roman Catholic Cathedral, accommodates many visi-

tors from different parts on the world. 
 On Thursday, March 5, when a cruise liner docked on 
our shores, among its many passengers was Commander John 
Sutcliffe, a former Royal Navy pilot. 
 As it turned out, Commander Sutcliffe was the one 
who piloted the helicopter that helped to erect the cross that now 
stands on the Cathedral’s tower.
 In April 1994, the commander was among the crew of 
the HMS Lancaster, a British frigate deployed to the Caribbean 
as the Royal Guardship for a visit to the region by Her Majes-
ty Queen Elizabeth on the Royal Yacht Britannia. After being 

approached by the Church for help with lifting the cross onto 
the tower, the commander agreed and with assistance from local 
persons the cross was flown from the nearby Victoria Park over 
to the tower.
 This year when the commander visited St. Vincent 
again as a part of the cruise, he insisted on visiting the Cathedral.
 At the same time, a class from the St. Mary’s RC School 
was visiting the Cathedral and got the opportunity to meet Com-
mander Sutcliffe and hear the adventurous story of how the cross 
was placed on the top of the tower. 
 It was a tale that stirred much excitement and prompt-
ed many questions from the inquisitive minds of the children 
present. 

A thrilling tale: Commander Sutcliffe’s visit

Earlier this year, Dr. Cecelia 
Anzures, a long-time friend of 
Fr. Ron Knott, contacted him to 
inform that she was donating a 
car to the Diocese of Kingstown. 
By September, the car, a Smart 
Fortwo arrived in our Diocese. 
 Dr. Anzures’ gift fol-
lowed previous automobile do-
nations from her and her late 
husband Jeffrey, in the form of a 
parish van for St. Benedict’s and 
Corpus Christi parishes, a bus 
for the St. Benedict’s Children’s 
Home and the Bishop’s vehicle.
 The kindness of Dr. 
Anzures was first encountered in 
October 2015 when the couple 
responded generously to one of 
Fr. Ron’s Second Wind projects, 

namely World Youth Day 2016 
(Krakow). 
 Since then Bishop 
County has sent numerous ex-
pressions of gratitude to them 
both in response to their fre-
quent contributions to various 
projects undertaken by Second 
Wind Guild.  
 Further discussions 
with Fr. Ron resulted in the es-
tablishment of the Catholic Sec-
ond Wind Guild ‘s Jeffery Ant-
le Island Educational Fund in 
June of this year.   
The smart car is now in use at 
the Cathedral parish and we sin-
cerely thank Dr. Anzures for this 
generous donation.

Second Wind donates smart car to Catholic Diocese of Kingstown
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