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My first virtual conference. I
give it a 12 out of 10.

Over two days, via Crowdcast, I
listened to three keynote speakers,
attended six workshops, and
interviewed with two publishers. All
this in shorts and a T -shirt. Both
publishers requested my entire
manuscript. Please pray for me.

So many candles!

Many thanks to all of you who reached out on my birthday, July 31st, with calls
and well wishes. You made another trip around the sun much brighter.

Fire and water

How did I spend my birthday weekend? My daughter, Julia, brought her German
Shorthaired Pointers to visit. T hey are high-energy and as different as fire and
water. Seven-year-old Millie will sit entranced in front of a fire for hours. Blakely,
at a year-and-a-half, much prefers chasing sticks in the lake. I'm a cat person
at heart, but I love these sweet dogs.

Millie

Blakely

You're the best!

You made my mother smile
Please know how much I appreciate you
covering my mother with encouraging cards.
She's had a rough time with her independent
living center's directive to shelter in place. She
likes to go and do. Now, the high point of her day
is getting her mail.
She's not the only one. Many of our senior
friends would appreciate hearing from us. I have
a list of addresses of elderly shut-ins. If anyone
would like to send them cards, please email me
at jill@jillkwillis.com.

A New Chapter
Julia and I are still providing complimentary books featuring African American
characters to teachers of all grades for their students to read in their free time.
I've posted a recommended book list by age on my website. Please have your
teacher friends contact me if they're interested in receiving a book off my list
or one of their own choosing. If you'd like to help with this project, your
monetary donations are welcome. Questions? Email me at jill@jillkwillis.com.

What am I reading?
As a huge fan of the Hunger

Games trilogy, I didn't open
this prequel with high
expectations. How does one
top those riveting books that
were made into movies?
Well, Suzanne Collins did. The

Ballad provides the backstory
of Coriolanus Snow, the

Games antagonist. I could
not put it down. T his hefty
(528 pages) novel traces the
beginning of the Games and
Snow's live-or-die role in it. I
now understand what drove
his actions in his later years.
I'd love to hear from you! What books and flicks are you binging? What are your
social media faves? Any funny social distancing stories? Let me know. I may
publish them in my next newsletter.
Email me at jill@jillkwillis.com, and please add me to your Contact List.

Do you like my newsletter? Please share it!
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