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Who We Are and 
What We Believe
An Exploration of Reformed Doctrine, Piety, and Practice

Week 2 – Bible: God’s Word to Man

Week 2 Introduction
• Presbytopia Chapter 1

• WCF Chapter 1, Holy Scripture

• Revelation

• Scripture

• Canon
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Course Outline
Week Date Topic/Chapter WCF/WLC References.

1 28-Apr Part 1 Introduction N/A

2 5-May Ch. 1: Bible - God's Word to Man WCF 1

3 12-May Ch. 2: God - Who He Is WCF 2-3; 4.1; 5

4 19-May Ch. 3: Man - Who He Was WCF 4.2; 7.1-2; 9.1-2

5 26-May Ch. 4: Sin - What Man Has Done WCF 6; 7.3; 9.3-5

6 2-Jun Ch. 5: Christ - What God Has Done WCF 7.4-6; 8

7 9-Jun
Ch. 6: Spirit - Applying What God Has 
Done WCF 10-12; 14-15; 34

8 16-Jun
Ch. 7: Spirit - Applying What God Is 
Doing WCF 13; 16-18; 19-20; 32-33

Course Outline

9 23-Jun
Part 2 Intro; Ch. 8: TULIP - Doctrines of 
Grace

Various - included in the other 
chapters; Canons of Dort

10 30-Jun Ch. 9: Government - Biblically Balanced WCF 23-26; 30-31; 35
11 7-Jul Ch. 10 - Worship - According to Scripture WCF 21-22

12 14-Jul
Part 3 Intro; Ch. 11: Preaching and 
Sacraments - The Primary Means WCF 27

13 21-Jul Ch. 12: Baptism - The Gracious Entrance WCF 28

14 28-Jul
Ch. 13: Lord's Supper - Solemn 
Nurturing WCF 29

15 4-Aug Ch. 14: Prayer - Daily Conversation WLC 108; 154; 178-196
16 11-Aug Conclusion and Further Study N/A
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God’s Self-Revelation
• General revelation

 Romans 1:18-20
 Nature
 Psalm 19:1

 Moral law
 Romans 2:14-15

 WCF 1.1
 Understanding of creation and providence show God’s:
 Goodness
 Wisdom
 Power

 Human beings w/o excuse for not believing

God’s Self-Revelation
• Special revelation
 WCF 1.1
 General revelation not sufficient for salvation
 God chose to reveal himself in different times and in 

different ways
 Revelation  Scriptures
 So church may be securely established and comforted

 Scriptures
 John 20:21

 Person & work of Christ
 Other direct revelation
 e.g. God speaking through the OT prophets
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Nature of Scripture
• Inspiration
 “Inspired by God” – WCF 1.2
 2 Tim 3:16
 Inspired in original languages (Hebrew & Greek) - autographs
 Verbal, plenary inspiration – the words of Scripture 

themselves are inspired
 Organic inspiration – God guided human authors
 Human authors used their own thoughts, styles, vocabularies, etc.

• Infallibility – cannot be proven wrong
 We can be “completely persuaded and assured of its infallible 

truth…by the inward working of the Holy Spirit”

Nature of Scripture
• Inerrancy – without error
 “kept uncontaminated throughout time by [God’s] special 

care and providence” – WCF 1.8
 Is inerrancy a modern concept?
 The term is modern but the concept is not
 Augustine defended inerrancy in the fifth century

 Inerrancy does not imply our interpretations are 
inerrant
 Inerrancy does not mean we don’t need apply good 

hermeneutical principles 
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Nature of Scripture
• Powerful – Gen. 1; Heb 4:12

• Profitable – 2 Tim 3:16-17

• Authoritative
 “Rule of faith and life” – WCF 1.2
 “Deserves to be observed and obeyed”
 Authoritative b/c from God
 Do not receive their authority from man or the church

 Ultimate source of authority
 Holy Spirit speaking in Scripture superior to councils, 

opinions of ancient writers, human teachings, and private 
opinions

Authority of Scripture
• “The Holy Spirit speaking in the Bible is the supreme 

judge of all religious controversies, all decisions of 
religious councils, all the opinions of ancient writers, all 
human teachings, and every private opinion. We are to be 
satisfied with the judgment of him who is and can be the 
only judge.”
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Nature of Scripture
• Defining Marks (divine qualities)
 Efficacy and power
 Beauty and excellency of Scripture
 Agreement in all its parts (harmonious)
 Unified aim – God’s glory
 Revelation of the way of salvation
 Other incomparably outstanding features
 Complete perfection

Perspicuity
• “The meanings of all the passages in the Bible are not 

equally obvious, nor is any individual passage equally 
clear to everyone. However, everything which we have to 
know, believe, and observe in order to be saved is so 
clearly presented and revealed somewhere in the Bible 
that the uneducated as well as the educated can 
sufficiently understand it by the proper use of the 
ordinary means of grace.”
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Knowledge of Scripture
• Should be read
 Read in the common language
 Commanded by God
 Read in awe and reverence for God

• Leads to…
 Worshipping God in an acceptable way
 Hope
 Endurance
 Encouragement

Interpretation of Scripture
• Only infallible interpreter is Scripture itself
Less clear passages can be illumined by more clear 
passages
 Unity of Scripture

• Regula fidei
 Interpretation of the Scriptures within the rule of 
faith of the creeds
Magisterial Reformers
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Canon
• WCF affirms a 66 book canon

• “All of these books are inspired by God and 
are the rule of faith and life”

• Old Testament
 Pentateuch (5 books of Moses)
 Historical books (Joshua, Judges, 1-2 Sam., 1-2 

Kings, etc)
 Writings (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, etc.)
 Prophets (Isaiah through Malachi)

Canon
• New Testament

 Gospels
 Acts
 Pauline Epistles
 General Epistles (James, 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude)
 Revelation

• Closed
 WCF 1.6
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Determining Canon
• Michael Kruger’s book Canon 

Revisited

• Scriptures are self-authenticating

• Books are canonical because they are 
given by God
 They do not become canonical by reception

New Testament as Scripture
• 2 Peter 3:16
 Peter calls Paul’s writings Scripture and places them on par with OT

• 1 Timothy 5:18
 Paul cites two texts as Scripture
 Deuteronomy 25:4
 Luke 10:7 – “the laborer deserves his wages”

 Clear that Paul regards Luke’s Gospel as Scripture
 (this has implications for dating Luke and 1 Timothy)

• Apostolic Fathers (100-150 AD)
 Clement of Rome – refers to the 1 Corinthians as being “sent in the 

Spirit” and ought to be read publically
 Didache
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Closing of the Canon
• Is the canon closed? Yes

• “When understood in terms of the history of redemption, 
the canon cannot be open; in principle it must be closed. 
That follows directly from the unique and exclusive 
nature of the power the apostles received from Christ and 
from the commission he gave them to be witnesses to 
what they had seen and heard of the salvation he had 
brought. The result of this power and commission is the 
foundation of the church and the creation of the canon, 
and therefore these are naturally unrepeatable and 
exclusive in character.” – Herman Ridderbos

Apocrypha
• WCF 1.3

• Not divinely inspired

• Not part of canon

• No authority in the church – “human writings”

• Books in Apocrypha
 1 & 2 Esdras
 Tobit
 Judith
 Rest of Esther
 Wisdom
 Ecclesiasticus 
 Baruch

 Longer Daniel
 1 & 2 Maccabees
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Other Non-Canonical Works
• Apocrypha/Pseudepigrapha
 Jubilees
 Letter of Aristeas
 Books of Adam and Eve
 Martyrdom of Isaiah
 Book of Enoch
 Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs
 Sibylline Oracles
 Assumption of Moses
 Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch
 Etc.

Other Non-Canonical Works
• Generally orthodox/helpful
 Shepherd of Hermas
 1 Clement (c. 95 AD)
 Didache
 Epistle of Barnabas

• Heretical (mostly Gnostic)
 Gospel of Thomas
 Gospel of Peter
 Acts of Andrew
 Acts of John
 Apocalypse of Peter
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Is Marcion Responsible for the Canon?
• Marcion – most influential heretic of the 2nd century
 Not a Gnostic but had views similar to Gnosticism
 Rejected OT
 God of OT not the God of the NT
 Denied humanity of Christ
 Created modified canon
 Edited version of Paul’s epistles
 Edited version of Luke’s Gospel

Responding to Critics
• Roman Catholic (and Eastern Orthodox)
 Argue that the church establishes/creates canon

• Critical scholarship
 Canon is a human construct 
 Bauer Hypothesis

 Sundberg
 Canon is a “closed, final list of books”
 Scripture distinct from canon

 Brevard Childs
 Final canonical form matters
 Functional definition of canon
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Responding to Critics
• Dialectical theology

 Karl Barth, Emil Brunner, Rudolf Bultmann
 Scriptures are a witness to the Word of God
 Scriptures become the Word of God when the Spirit speaks to us through it

• Canon within a Canon
 Kurt Aland
 Historical methods to determine the canonical core

Questions for Discussion
• What is the difference between general and special 

revelation?

• Can general revelation contradict special revelation? 
What role does interpretation play in understanding how 
they fit together?

• What is inspiration?

• What are inerrancy and infallibility?

• How is God’s word powerful?
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Questions for Discussion
• Why is God’s word profitable?

• What are some standards that govern our lives? Which 
one judges them all?

• What is the canon of Scripture and why is it closed?


