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The quick answer is: it depends. It all comes down to 

how many hours you need to be prepared for your 

checkride, and there are many factors that come into 

play. These factors include:

1) Frequency of Instruction – There is a lot to 

learn and someone who flies 3 to 4 hours a week 

will likely pick things up faster and retain them 

longer than someone who flies just once a week. 

2) Ability to Learn – Some people learn at a 

faster rate than others, though almost everyone 

will experience a learning plateau or two during 

their training.

3) Anxiety – New student pilots are nervous when 

they get into a small airplane for the first time, 

and that’s completely understandable. It can be a 

scary environment, which is not conducive to 

learning.

How much will it cost me to get a Private Pilot license?

While the FAA minimum is 40 hours of instruction before 

you can qualify for your checkride, the fact is that most 

people take considerably longer than 40 hours—in fact, 

the national average is around 80 hours. In pilot training, 

time means money, and with the current costs of renting 

an airplane and hiring a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI), 

the total cost can increase rapidly.

At CRAFT, our students learn in our full-motion simulator 

before they get into an airplane, where they can practice 

what has already been taught. Our simulator is a safe and 

comfortable learning environment; it allows our students 

to build good habits and routines that can be transferred 

easily to the airplane. With our Private Pilot Syllabus, 

students follow a structured path that divides time 

between the sim and the aircraft, allowing them to finish 

up in less time, and at less cost. Below is a side by side 

comparison between the normal process and the CRAFT 

way:

Average Costs CRAFT Costs

Airplane hours 80 hrs @ $145 = $11,600.00 37.5 hrs @ $145 = $5437.50

CFI Hours 70 hrs @ $35 = $2,450 37.5 hrs @ $35 = $1312.50

Simulator Time N/A 10 hrs @ $65 = $650

Totals $14,050 $7,400

▪ Airplane (C172) and CFI rates based on current market in Charleston, SC as of this printing and may vary.

▪ Simulator rate is based on block time of 10 hours at $65 per hour. 

▪ While referred to as a simulator, the official FAA designation is an Advanced Aviation Training Device (AATD)

▪ National average for Part 61 training varies from 65 to 105 hours, depending on source. We have chosen 80 hours for this chart.

▪ CRAFT time estimate is based on successful completion of Syllabus and reflects the 2.5 hour credit the FAA allows the sim against the required 40 

hour minimum. 

▪ As mentioned above, time to procure a Private Pilot License varies greatly from student to student, and is affected by many different factors, 

including student aptitude, frequency of lessons, weather delays, etc. Therefore, all the numbers above should be regarded as approximate and no 

guarantees should be assumed.

▪ This table does not include other costs such as ground training, books, and Examiner fees. 
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Flight training has been done the same way since the 

Wright brothers in 1903 – getting right into the airplane 

for your first lesson. Unfortunately, the airplane is a 

terrible classroom for learning to fly.  Charleston 

Regional Advanced Flight Training (CRAFT) changes the 

entire experience by first coaching you in our full-motion 

aircraft flight simulator so that you are more confident 

once you are in the airplane.

Learn to Fly in No Time!

CRAFT is your pathway to your license to fly – a way to 

get your pilot’s license in less time and at less cost. 

Integrating our flight simulator with your time in the 

airplane will save you both time and money!

We’re located at:

Atlantic Aviation FBO at Charleston 

International Airport (KCHS)

6060 S. Aviation Avenue

Suite 101

North Charleston, SC 29406

843.696.9696

CRAFTCHS.com

In Training

CRAFT Flight Simulator
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CRAFT:
✓ Is right here in Charleston

✓ Integrates airplane training with full-
motion simulator, saving you up to 50%

✓ Provides training for all ratings

✓ Has the latest full-motion sim 
providing:

₋ New skills training

₋ Maneuvers training

₋ Takeoff and landing training

₋ Emergency training

₋ And that very KEY learning 
opportunity: Repetition!

CRAFTCHS.COM

info@craftchs.com
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