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Want a diamond to land in your backyard? 
It could happen today! 
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I don’t know about you but I am a 
happy man now that spring time is 
here! All of us at Pate and Smith 
Investment Group wish you a 
happy and prosperous spring. We 
hope all is well with you and your 
family and we want you to know 
how much we appreciate you. 
A few weeks ago my daughter and 
two grandchildren visited with my 
wife and I for 10 wonderful days. 
Unfortunately, they currently live in 
California. We cherished every 
minute. Now I’m recharged and 
ready for spring and summer. 
 
About 20 years ago we bought a 
small log cabin near Mt. Mitchell 
State Park in the mountains of 
North Carolina. It sits on the side 
of a mountain in a lush green 
setting with a trout stream running 
along the property. The stream is 
just a few steps from the cabin. 
One of the many wonderful things 
about being there is the soothing 
sound of the water rushing over 
the stones in the creek. It can 
ease you off to sleep day or night. 
 
The paved road that goes by our 
cabin changes to a gravel road 
and then to a path that winds 
upward. With four-wheelers, we 
can get to the top of the mountains 
where there are many magnificent 
views. One of the places we like to 
visit up there is an old abandoned 
mica mine. Near the mine shaft is 
a pile of rocks and sand that was 

discarded while they mined for 
mica. We like to go through the 
pile looking for special rocks and 
gems. One of the rocks we found 
there was loaded with garnets. 
 
Over the years, we have collected 
stones from the creek and from 
places near the cabin, like the 
rocks from the old mica mine. 
They are displayed in the cabin 
and on the hand rail around our 
deck. One day I found a very 
unusual rock in our yard, out by 
the creek. It was a little bigger 
than a softball and heavier than 
other rocks that size. The color 
was unusual and had places on it 
that were strikingly iridescent. I 
spent hours looking at it with lights 
and a magnifying glass. I 
eventually discovered that a 
magnet would stick to it. When this 
happened, it hit me that it could be 
a meteorite. I remember thinking; 
“Wow, a rock from another world 
may have fallen in my yard.” 
Checking, I found it had all the 
properties and even looked like 
some of the meteorites on the 
internet. I started reading about 
meteorite stories. One of those 
stories happened on February 15, 
2013. We even got to see 
recordings of this event on 
television and the internet. It was 
amazing! Fire streaked across 
the sky as a 10 ton meteor flew 
at supersonic speed in the early 
morning light, exploding at a 



height of 12 miles above 
Chelyabinsk, Russia. The 
researchers said that the blast 
was 30 times more powerful 
than the nuclear bomb at 
Hiroshima, causing a shock wave 
that broke windows in six Russian 
cities and sending over 1,000 
people to seek medical treatment 
mainly from flying glass. 
 
I have my own story about an 
exploding meteorite. You may or 
may not remember the true story I 
told in one of our previous 
newsletters (go to our website at 
pateandsmithgroup.com and 
click resources, then click 
quarterly newsletters, then click 
Spring 2016) about seeing a 
meteorite explosion as I was 
crossing a blue lagoon in southern 
Mexico. It was one of the darkest 
nights I can remember as we were 
in the jungle and there was no 
artificial light anywhere near. 
Although dark, the stars were 
brilliant. It was a long paddle back 
across the lagoon. We had two 
young Mayan boys doing the 
paddling so we had a chance to 
enjoy the celestial view that night. 
About half way back across, my 
friend Keith and I were shocked 
and amazed when we saw a 
meteor falling and then quickly 
explode. It was a spectacular 
show! I guess it was high enough 
that we didn’t hear anything but 
we got to see the most amazing 

colors in the dark sky. I remember 
Keith yelling; “Wooow!” One of the 
Mayan boys mocked him all the 
way back to shore saying; 
“Wooow!” over and over. That was 
the only English word either of the 
boys spoke the whole trip. 
 
There was also an exciting story 
about Dr. G. A. Koeing of the 
Museum of Natural History in New 
York. Dr. Koeing was exploring a 
rugged canyon in Arizona in 1891 
when amazingly he found the 
most famous of all gems, a 
diamond! To find a natural 
diamond in the United States was 
sensational enough in-itself, but it 
was still only a fraction of the 
fantastic story! The precious gem 
was embedded in a meteorite! He 
had found a diamond from outer 
space! 
 
This story made me even more 
interested in my rock. Is it a 
meteorite? Could it have a 
diamond inside? No, I haven’t had 
it cut open and I haven’t found out 
if it’s a meteorite. I took it to the 
Museum of Natural History in 
Raleigh. The expert was not there 
at the time and I was asked to 
leave it so he could inspect it but I 
could not bring myself to part with 
it. So, it’s still a mystery and I’m 
enjoying not knowing for now. 
 
You too just might be visited by a 
sparkling fortune. Who knows 



when another diamond from 
another world might plunge into 
your backyard. Until then I want 
to share with you some diamond 
like investments, insurance 
products and ideas that might 
make you or save you a small 
fortune while you wait. 
 
As seen on the inside of the front 
page, where else can you get 
guaranteed 4.25% for one year 
and then 3.25% for year 2 thru 5 
with no risk to your principal. We 
have had people come in with 
statements showing as low as .2% 
return on their investments with 
the bank. 
Let’s do the math on a $100,000 
investment: 
4.25% year 1 and 3.25% year 2 
thru 5 = apx. $118,477 
.2% for 5 years = apx. $101,004   
That is over $17,000.00 more in 
your pocket. With that difference, 
you could have bought a very nice 
diamond. Please check all your 
investments to see what your 
return is.  
 
If you are in your later years and 
your goal is to leave money to 
your spouse, children or 
grandchildren and you don’t want 
to risk it in the stock market we 
can get you guaranteed 5% to age 
85. 
Would you like to build a 
guaranteed personal pension that 
you can never outlive? We can 

show you how to get a great return 
on your IRA’s, 401K’s, 403B’s, 
SIMPLE’s, SEP’s and other 
retirement investments. 
 
It’s IRA Season: 
 

Let us help you contribute to an 
IRA that will guarantee you good 
growth and guaranteed income for 
life. 
 
We can make it simple for you to 
roll over an old 401K, 403B or IRA 
into a great investment. 
 
It may be time to relook at your 
life insurance policies:  
 

You need to see if you can get 
more for the money you are 
spending or pay less. 
 
You need to make sure your policy 
will last as long as you want it to. 
Many don’t!  
 
If you have a term life insurance 
policy make sure it’s convertible 
for the whole-time period. 
 
If you are buying insurance that 
you want to keep for the rest of 
your life make sure it’s guaranteed 
past age 100. 
 
Make sure the beneficiaries on 
your life and annuity policies are 
as you want them now! 
 



The new hybrid life policies 
have some great benefits that will 
pay you thousands of dollars if you 
are diagnosed with a heart attack, 
stroke or cancer and thousands 
for long term care. These policies 
don’t cost any more than the ones 
without these benefits. 
 
Free Advice: 
 

As financial advisors we have 
ideas on how you may be able to 
save a small fortune on taxes and 
any type of insurance without any 
charge to you. 
 
You can meet with us and get our 
advice Free! Why not? You may 
be able to save a enough to buy 
your own precious diamond or 
even better save for your future. 
 
Free Gift to You: 
 

Don’t forget, you get a free gift 
certificate when you refer 
someone to us and they become a 
client and thank you to those that 
have made referrals to us in the 
past. 
 
We also still give free gift 
certificates to all our clients, just 
for the asking, to Dr. Baker the 
chiropractor that has an office in 
our building. Just call in and we 
will set you up an appointment 
with him that is absolutely free. 
The gift certificates are given as a 
thank you from us just for being a 

client. We do appreciate you so 
much! 
 
Our Website: 
 

Don’t forget to checkout our 
websites where you will find a 
wealth of information at 
pateandsmithgroup.com and 
investmentslifeins.com. 
 
Again, thank you so much for your 
business and referrals. 
 
Ron Pate 
  


