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We get life insurance on anybody no 
matter how bad their health is. 

Leave money to your children or 
grandchildren, earn guaranteed 6%. 

Wishing you all the best as we 
move into the holiday season.  
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I am about to share another 
story about one of my high 
adventures into the jungles of 
Southern Mexico. I have had 
clients ask me if these stories 
are true. I assure you, yes 
they are true. If you have 
missed previous stories, you 
can find them on our website 
at www.pateandsmithgroup.com. 
 
Over the last 25 years I have 
made many trips to this area. I 
separate those trips into two 
groups. Those I take with my 
wife that are less 
adventurous; and others with 
my son and friends that I call 
high adventures. The high 
adventure trips have more risk 
involved because we are 
leaving the tourist areas and 
traveling into the jungles. 
 
Just over the border from 
Southern Mexico into Belize is 
a small town called Orange 
Walk. From there you can 
take a motor boat trip up the 
New River to a Mayan ruin 
called Lamanai. Along the 
way you see unusual tropical 
birds, monkeys, crocodiles 
and endless tropical plants, 
like orchids and bromeliads, 

hanging from the trees. An 
hour and a half boat ride 
takes you to the ancient 
Lamanai ruins. This site goes 
back to several hundred years 
B.C. One of the pyramids 
there is 125 feet tall. With 
today’s technology, we can 
follow a story like this on 
YouTube. I will be giving you 
a chance to do just that 
throughout my story (see: 
YouTube, “Lamanai ruins”). 
 
The Lamanai site was 
probably named after a 
revered Mayan King by that 
name. The name, Lamanai   
translates to “Submerged 
Crocodile.” My story is not 
about the site, it’s about the 
site’s name. The Mayan’s 
used names from nature like 
the Native Americans: Names 
such as Sitting Bull, Flapping 
Eagle, and Submerged 
Crocodile. 
 
Some 20 odd years ago my 
friend Keith and I went on one 
of these high adventures. We 
flew into Cancun, rented a 
car, and headed south for 
Tulum. Where we stayed in a 
place on the beach. One of 

http://www.pateandsmithgroup.com/


my previous stories tells about 
how I designed a restaurant 
there and was involved in 
overseeing the construction. 
All true (see: Tripadvisor.com, 
“La Parrillada Tulum”), in 
English it means “The 
Barbecue.” 
 
During our stay, we went on 
several adventures. One of 
those was a trip to Punta 
Allen, a small fishing village 
famous for the lobsters they 
bring in. We had never been 
there, and decided to go for a 
fresh lobster meal. We had 
heard about the hazardous 
road one had to take to get 
there. It just sounded like a 
good adventure to us. From 
Tulum, we drove a couple of 
miles to the Tulum beaches 
rated best in the world 
numerous times. (see: 
YouTube, “Tulum Mexico – 
Paraiso Beach) From there, it 
was a trip of two to three 
hours (depending on the road 
conditions) down a narrow dirt 
road full of severe pot holes. 
Twenty years later the road is 
a little wider but can still be 
treacherous. (see: YouTube, 
“Road to Punta Allen”). It’s 

only about 33 miles but the 
condition of the road can slow 
you down. The road was more 
like a path. The trees on both 
sides of the road are different 
types of palms and other 
tropical vegetation. Because 
the road is so narrow and 
vegetation so thick it often felt 
like we were driving through a 
tunnel. Palm leaves would 
slap the windshield as we 
drove down the road. Along 
the way we saw and heard 
wild parrots. At one point a 
colorful Toucan flew across 
the road in front of us. 
Occasionally the vegetation 
opened and we could see the 
electric blue of the 
Caribbean to our left and to 
our right beautiful blue 
lagoons. 
 
At about the half way point 
there was a large clearing as 
we came upon the Boca 
Paila Bridge. This was an 
especially beautiful spot 
because of the clearing and 
the elevation of the bridge. 
From this vantage point, we 
had a fantastic view of the 
ocean and the lagoon the 
bridge crossed over. 



However, we were shocked at 
the condition of the wooden 
bridge we had to cross. It 
was a one lane bridge with 
many of the rails on both 
sides missing. Even worse, 
there were holes in it that the 
wheels on the car could fall 
through. We discussed our 
challenge for a few minutes 
and then decided to go for it. 
Keith walked in front and 
directed me away from the 
holes as I slowly drove 
across. We made it! The 
video on YouTube shows a 
new concrete bridge but next 
to it you can see the old 
bridge we crossed 20 years 
ago. (see: Tulum; Boca Paila, 
old bridge).  
 
Once on the other side, I 
pulled off the road and said: 
“Let’s go swimming.” From 
the heat of the day and the 
excitement of crossing the 
bridge, I was hot and sweaty, 
and we both looked forward to 
the cool refreshing water. We 
walked down the 
embankment and out to 
where the ocean met the 
water from the lagoon. There 
we swam and enjoyed the 

sights. We watched as 
numerous seabirds dove all 
around us for fish. We stayed 
there for about an hour not 
realizing the terrible danger 
we were in. More about that 
later. 
 
We continued to Punta Allen. 
When we arrived, we could 
see a small fishing village of 
about a hundred people. 
Small fishing boats were 
pulled upon the shore with 
piles of conch shells all 
around them. To our right and 
in front of us were numerous 
huts built out of upright 
sapling poles with palm thatch 
roofs. The whole village was 
built on the pure white 
Caribbean beach sand. It 
wasn’t hard to find the 
restaurant we were looking 
for, as it was the only one 
there. It was one of the nicest 
shacks in town. We parked 
and the door was wide open, 
so we walked right in. The 
inside was clean and nice 
looking, with a sand floor. We 
were a little surprised when 
we found no one there. I said: 
“Well, Keith it was a good 
adventure but it sure would 



have been nice to have had a 
delicious lobster meal.” He 
said: “Yep. Hey look at this.” 
He was pointing at a podium 
with an open notebook on it. It 
was a log book where people 
had commented on their meal 
and experience there. They 
told where they were from and 
when they were there. We 
laughed when we saw that the 
last person had signed in 
three days earlier. 
 
 As we walked back outside a 
smiling Mayan lady walked 
up to us and asked us in 
Spanish if we were there to 
eat. Being very hungry we 
eagerly said yes. She 
rounded up two other people 
and cooked us up a delicious 
double lobster meal. They 
were very friendly and invited 
us back as we signed the log 
book and said our goodbyes. 
 
It had gotten dark and we 
were amazed at how bright 
the moon and stars were that 
night. If you ever get to the 
jungles of Southern Mexico, 
you will see what I mean. The 
sky is unusually clear and 
bright at night. It was a little 

spooky as we headed back 
down our jungle path in the 
dark of night. We laughed as I 
tried to see how fast I could 
drive while trying to miss the 
larger of holes in the road. I 
remember Keith saying: “If the 
rental car company only 
knew.” 
 
As we came back to the 
incline up to the bridge our 
headlights shined up into the 
sky, then as the car leveled 
off the beam of the lights lit up 
the bridge in front of us and 
we both said: “Whoa! To our 
complete surprise the bridge 
was full of native Mayan 
people. Keith said: “Where did 
they come from and what are 
they doing?” Our thoughts 
raced. Here we are, two white 
guys, in the middle of the 
jungle and in the dark with 25 
to 30 native men staring us 
down. As it turned out they 
were fishing with hand 
lines. They moved to the side 
so we could get by but we still 
had to miss the holes. 
Thankfully, we made it slowly 
across without falling through 
the holes in the bridge and 
made it back to Tulum safely. 



 
Remember in the beginning I 
said that the story was about 
the name Lamanai 
“Submerged Crocodile?” And, 
do you remember our one 
hour siesta swimming at the 
Boca Paila Bridge? Well, just 
last year I realized how much 
danger we were in that day 20 
years ago. Watching a video 
on YouTube I saw a 
swimmer being chased by a 
huge crocodile at the very 
same location. (see: 
YouTube, “Crocodile Chases 
Swimmer in Mexico”). If you 
watch you will see a tourist 
being chased by a giant 
crocodile. This heart stopping 
footage shows the man 
frantically trying to reach 
shore as the monster moves 
in. I don’t know why but it had 
never occurred to me that 
there were crocodiles there. I 
can’t think of anything more 
dangerous than a submerged 
crocodile. They ease up on 
their prey while they are 
distracted, and with lightning 
speed burst out of the water 
and slam their jaws shut on 
their victims. The day we were 
there the water was choppy. A 

croc could have easily slipped 
up on us and had us for lunch. 
I didn’t think about the risk we 
were taking. I had not even 
thought of the possibility. 
 
Think about the risk. We all 
need to be alert to the 
submerged crocodiles in life. 
That includes the physical, 
mental, spiritual and financial 
crocs. I want to talk to you 
about the financial ones. A lot 
of investors don’t realize the 
risks they are taking when 
they invest in the stock 
market. I’m sure you have 
heard of people that have lost 
big investing in the market. 
Like the submerged 
crocodile, the market can 
slam its jaws shut on your 
investments and take you 
down. Many of our clients 
have decided to step out of 
murky and risky waters of 
the market into guarantees. 
The closer you are to 
retirement the more 
important it is to avoid that 
kind of risk. You may never 
be able to recover. 
 
We do our best to find the 
best guaranteed 



investments anywhere. We 
still have the top guaranteed 
CD like investment with 4.1% 
the first year and 3.1% years 
2 thru 5. 
 
We have the best guaranteed 
investments for 401k, IRA 
and Roth IRA rollovers. 
Which guarantees a minimum 
of 4% growth for future 
income with the potential for a 
much better return without 
risk of losing any of your 
money or earnings. When 
income starts, it’s guaranteed 
for life. If the owner dies in an 
accident it will double the 
original investment less 
withdrawals. It also has the 
best liquidity and best 
guaranteed lifetime income 
payout percentage. 
 
If your main intent is to leave 
money to your wife, children 
or grandchildren but may 
need to use it for income, we 
have an investment that will 
guarantee a minimum of 6% 
growth for income in case you 
need it and a guarantee 
minimum of 6% growth in 
death benefit up to age 90. 
 

If you are looking for the best 
guarantees out there call, 
text, email or just stop by. 
We can help you find the best 
guarantees that match what 
you would like for your money 
to do for you. We can help 
you put together a plan that 
will make you feel good and 
help you sleep better at night. 
No submerged crocodiles!   
 
Ask us about any of the 
following:  
 
• The new life insurance that 

allows you to use a portion 
of the death benefit while 
you are alive for heart 
attack, cancer, stroke, 
long term care and more. 
This type of policy does not 
cost any more than other 
guaranteed for life policies 
 

• Which is the best Medicare 
supplement and drug 
coverage 

 
 

• How to invest tax free 
 

• How to reduce your taxes 
every year 



 
• The one alternative to 

Obama Care 
 

• Why you should check your 
beneficiaries every year 
 

• How you can save money 
on the preparation of a will 
and powers of attorney 
 

• How to find out if you are 
paying too much for any 
type of insurance 
 

• Making contributions to 
your IRA’s and other 
retirement funds 

 
• How to rollover, protect 

and grow your 401k 
money 
 

• How you can transfer 
money at death without 
your beneficiary having to 
pay taxes 
 

• How to invest in a, tax free 
IRA even after you turn 70 
½ 

 
 

 

 
• How to get a free $90 gift 

certificate to our in-house 
chiropractor Dr. Baker 

 
• How to get a free $50 gift 

certificate when you refer 
a friend or family member 

 
Since our last newsletter a 
number of you have referred 
family and friends. Thank you 
for your trust. Thank you all! 
We are well aware there 
would be no Pate and Smith 
Investment Group without 
you. In these times of great 
change and uncertainty, 
know that when it comes to 
your finances we at Pate and 
Smith Investment Group have 
your back. 
 
Thank You! 
 
Ron Pate 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

See our website: pateandsmithgroup.com and learn: 
 
How to make the best of your financial resources, freeing your time to 
enjoy what matters most in life. 
 
The ABC and D’s and F’s of Medicare 
 
Do’s and Don’ts of Life Insurance 
 
The most important thing you can do when approaching or in retirement 
 
The importance of planning  
 
About the people that work in our office; and much more  
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