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Presbyterian Church Centennial.

First Church Built in 1798.

   The Chester Presbyterian Church has been making history under
a church roof in Orange county for a hundred years. For almost it,
half century previous to that she had been holding her serves from
house to house and in the school house.
  The timber for a church has been cut when the Revolutionary war
broke out the logs were left to rot where they had fallen while the
men went to build the greatest Republic of all times. The war of
Independence ended and the people again settled to their daily
task, began to talk of building a church. Abijah Yelverton
contributed a large lot opposite the store of J. Durland & Son. In
1797 a little log church was erected a little to the rear of Dr.
Carpenter's present spacious residence, a part of the lot was also
used as a cemetery, some of the old stones erected still remaining
to show the last resting place of some of the saints of those early
days. The church was easily distinguished by the passing stranger
as a place of worship. In 1798 the church has opened for worship.
   For thirty years several ministers Revs. S. R. Jones, (1798-1805)
Daniel Crane, (l805-1808) Noah Coe, 1811-1814) James H.
Thomas, (1814-1837), preached in the little log church and the
Lord blessed their labors. There was a little uncertainty as to the
character of the denomination at first. The trend seemed to be
toward Presbyterianism from the first and slowly as the
congregation became stronger and more able to direct its affairs it
swung into line with the General Assembly Presbyterian church in
1818.
   About 1825 the little church began to fell its limitations and
crude surroundings. The people also felt that the drift of the
population was toward East Chester and that it would be a great
advantage to have the church located in that vicinity. A lot was
secured where the Chester cemetery is now located and in 1829 a
church erected a little more in keeping with the thrift and progress
of the people.
   During the next ten years great numbers were added to the
church and the building was found too small. Mr. Geo. F. Banker,
who is still living in Chester, and was then the popular builder,
was secured to build an addition on the rear and put in a number of
additional pews.
   Still the building proved to be unadapted to the circumstances
and growth of the people. The Erie Railroad having come within a
half mile of East Chester started the settlement of the people in an
other direction.
   The Methodist church having erected a neat structure in this new
part of the village it stirred up the Presbyterians to talk of a better
church and a new location. Rev. Dr. James Wood was the pastor at
the time and showed great wisdom in both the location and place
of the new church. The present edifice erected in 1853 and
dedicated Jan. 4th 1854, to which thirty years later a handsome
chapel was added under the pastorate of Rev. T. C. Beattie.


