
COLLABORATIVE LAW MINUTES FROM THE 
JULY 18, 2018 CLASP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 

PRESENT IN PERSON: Bernadette Staroschuck 
    Lori Gephart 

Deb Gilman 
Lisa Standish 
Stephanie Jablon 
Bobby Standish 
Joyce Smith 
Donna Cheswick 
Mary McKinney 

PARTICIPATION 
VIA TELEPHONE:  Patricia Henk 

Devin Hallett Snyder 
Maria Christina 
Beth Pride 
Mary Ann Ernette 
Derek Smith 
Meghan Zupancic 
Karen Fadzen 

 
Officer Reports: 
 

a. President’s Report – Bernadette Staroschuck – Bernadette stated the Bar 
Marco business meeting/social event was successful.   
 

Lisa Standish presented a Motion at Bar Marco for consideration that in 
odd-ending months, the Committee Meeting would take place as we 
traditionally conduct the Executive Committee Meeting.  In even-numbered 
months, an open forum will take place to discuss any issue CLASP wishes to 
discuss.  Deb Gilman second the Motion.  All members present via phone and 
in person, were in favor of changing the forum Executive Meetings.   

 
The August 2018 meeting will be an open forum and the topic would be 

how to run a pro bono collaborative case.  At the conclusion of the open 
forum, there will be a discussion as to ideas for the next open forum.  
Bernadette offered for CLASP to use her conference room. The CLASP 
executive meetings take place the third Wednesday of each month. 

 
Embassy Suites has a conference room for rent.  Deb Gilman advised she 

has a $1,000 budget.  Bobby Standish offered a media space in his office.  
Derek Smith offered space within his office for 30 to 35 people and free 
parking.   

 



 
 

b. Secretary’s Report – Stephanie Jablon – Donna Cheswick presented a 
Motion to accept the Minutes for June 2018.  Lori Gephart second the Motion.  
It was addressed that the July Minutes were sent late and people may not 
have had an opportunity to read the same.  Stephanie Jablon advised that 
she will send the Minutes earlier than they were provided in July, 2018. 

 
c. Treasurer’s Report – Kathleen Schneider – The Financial Report was 

provided by Kathleen and sent to CLASP via Alice Thon.  Within the Financial 
Report realm, Bernadette discussed that we can use our funds more for 
marketing rather than a CLASP assistant.  The potential for an assistant was 
raised again.  Deb Gilman advised she will retrieve the information she and 
Vic Conrad compiled a few years back when the possibility of an assistant 
was raised.  Deb Gilman circulated an evaluation to the members in the past 
of responsibilities this potential assistant would have and what is needed from 
CLASP.  The assistant can send out membership dues, Minutes, the Agenda, 
etc.   
 

The website will have the option to pay membership dues on line, stream 
membership on line as well as sending automated reminders to membership 
of events, meetings, deadlines, from the website.   

 
Bernadette discussed radio time is not all that expensive and perhaps 

paying for a spot in the morning or evening commute would be beneficial.   
 
It was raised to ask asking a marketing professional what is CLASP’s next 

step? TV? Radio? Where is CLASP’s money best spent?  Susan Paff may be 
able to answer that.  There are inexpensive ways such as LinkedIn.  If we 
follow IACP, we can retweet and or repost.  Two sources of revenue are 
training and membership.  We do not have an unlimited cash stream. 

 
Committee Reports: 
 

a. Policies and Procedures – Mark Gubinsky.  No Report.   
 

b. Marketing – Donna Cheswick.  Donna advised the website is in the design 
stage and hopefully within the next month the website will go live.  There are 
a few pictures for the website Donna wants us to vote on as a group.  There 
are ads on Facebook every few weeks.  Donna will remain on the Marketing 
Committee one more year.  Bernadette thanked Donna for her hard work and 
efforts for CLASP and the marketing committee.  

 
c. Training – Lisa Standish.  They have a great group for training.  There was a 

real estate agent present at last training.  
 



d. Membership – Meghan Zupancic.  There are five (5) new members and 
applications for CLASP as a result of the most recent training.   

 
Donna Cheswick advised there is a list for resource specialists within the 

website.  Trained realtors have been encouraged to assist with the case 
seamlessly.  Bernadette suggested a possible intermediate training.  She 
addressed that she watched the trainings for at least an hour and is 
impressed by them.  Selena Schultz and Bernie are conducting a mediation 
training.  Mary McKinney provided the information.  Bernadette wondered if 
mediators should cross over and be collaboratively trained?  

 
Maybe with an impasse in a collaborative case it would make sense to 

have a mediator involved. There is a potential revenue source with the cross-
pollination.  Mediation is an option if an impasse is reached in the 
collaborative cases.   

 
It was suggested for members to reach out to attendees of training 

sessions and see if there is anything they need, or to people who did not join 
after being training, to inquire as to how CLASP can help.   

 
Meghan and Joyce Smith met to see how to get new members involved.  

Perhaps a pro bono case or training for new members to be the note taker in 
the room during a collaborative case.  Perhaps new members should be 
assigned to a current member and brought to the August meeting.  Donna 
Cheswick provides the new members with a one page handout and picture.  
Meghan Zupancic suggested a membership newsletter and a new member 
spotlight.  Meghan advised once a template is established, it is simple to 
update the information. 

 
 

e. Ethics –Patricia Henk advised she had a couple inquiries that she was able 
to handle, but nothing on the ethics hotline. 

  
f. Social – Mary McKinney spoke of the successful meeting in June.  If an 

administrative assistant is hired, this person can help with brochures and 
information for social meetings.   

 
Bernadette suggested perhaps we do not require people to be on a 

Committee.  We may ask if they want to be on a Committee and, if so, they 
can join.  There was a discussion by members relating to confusion and lack 
of information provided relating to requirements of being on a committee 
within CLASP or not. A new website may help with this issue and perhaps we 
can choose an information page and choose which Committee people would 
want to join, and a description of the committee. Perhaps all Chairs can 
prepare a description of their roles.  

 



g. Pro Bono Ad Hoc Committee – Deb Gilman.  A lot of referrals coming in.  
Do not be surprised if we get a call from Deb Gilman for assistance.  We can 
obtain CLE benefits but an application is required to be able to offer CLE 
credits. The PA Bar website outlines the requirements.  You need approval.  If 
we offer credits, maybe people will come. 

 
  

h. Education – Devin Hallett Snyder.  The Education Committee is working on 
programing for Fall.   

 
i. Civil – Bernadette addressed that one of her former partners is going to be a 

liaison in Civil Division and she is committed to start to develop the Civil 
Collaborative Law cases.   

 
j. Ad Hoc Committee – No Report. 
 
k. Old Business – No Report. 
 
l. New Business – Check e-mails in the next couple of weeks regarding the 

Seattle forum and IACP.   
 

Bobby Standish advised there is an annual CE and he requested to cut 
out a slot for CLASP.  There are hundreds of financial advisors, accountants.  
It is a wonderful opportunity to sponsor a table.  This will be held November 
1st at the Grand Wyndham by the Point.  They are meeting in three (3) weeks 
to discuss preparation.  Deb Gilman proposed the “Stop, Collaborate and 
Listen” is a good one hour synopsis of the collaborative process.   

 
Mary McKinney advised the Association for Conflict Resolution conference 

is held October 3 – 5, 2018 and that we have an opportunity to sponsor a 
hospitality suite.  Mary McKinney has been working with ADR Committee on 
this event.  The ACBA CLC and ACBA ADR committees are cancelling their 
October meetings to attend this event. 

 


