
VILLAGE OF CANTON PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

January 8, 2019    7:00 P.M.     Municipal Building, Canton, NY 

Members Present: Chairperson Barry Walch, Jessica Prody, Charles Rouse, Code Enforcement 
Officer Jeff Murray, Recording Secretary Ginger Thomas 

Members Absent: John Hill, Nick Kocher 

Others Present: Brooke Rouse, John Ault 

Minutes 
Approval of the minutes from the December 11, 2018 Village Planning Board meeting was 
tabled due to lack of a quorum. 

45 Main Street Change of Use 
Ms. Brooke Rouse requested a change of use, for 45 Main Street, from office use to retail use.  
Retail is an allowed use in the C-1 district.  The Planning Board was required to review the 
change of use because the location was within the Historic District.  Code Enforcement Officer 
Murray had no concerns about the building and has issued a temporary Certificate of Occupancy.  
The Board members present also had no reservations about the change of use.  Ms. Prody made a 
motion to approve the change of use with the stipulation that Mr. Hill and Mr. Kocher also 
approve the change of use through email.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Rouse.  Mr. Rouse 
will abstain from the final vote due to conflict of interest.  

11 East Main Street Halfway House 
The Code Enforcement Officer had explained to the future housemother of the new halfway 
house, run by the New Hope Transformation Ministry, no one could live at 11 East Main Street 
until a Certificate of Occupancy was issued.  However, it was discovered she was living in the 
house. It was explained to Mr. John Ault that if the housemother needed to move in, she should 
have come to the Code Enforcement Officer before she did so.   

Mr. Ault said the housemother  thought CEO Murray was only talking about halfway house 
residents not living there. They thought since the house had been used as a private residence 
previously it could be lived in by one person.  Mr. Murray explained, when he inspected the 
building, the change of use was already in effect and no one should have been living in the house 
until the Certificate of Occupancy was issued.  

Mr. Ault said the house was now ready for another inspection.  Originally, Mr. Ault thought they 
could get ready for December but the volunteers could only help on weekends.  They do have 
one lady who has been accepted as a resident and another lady who is in the process of being 
accepted.  The house has been furnished, there were lights in the cellar, all the plumbing works, 
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and financial donations have been received.  The housemother has experience working in 
Malone with women with abuse issues.  

Code Enforcement Officer Murray asked that if the women smoked, they would do so in the yard 
between the garage and the back of the house.  Mr. Ault said there would be no smoking.  
Smoking is an addictive substance and if the women were caught smoking they would asked to 
leave the house.   

Mr. Murray scheduled an inspection for 10:00 AM on Friday, January 11, 2019.  He said he 
would do a thorough inspection looking at the lights in the cellar and other things.   

Fairfield Inn Sign Request 
The corporation for the Fairfield Inn is proposing a flush sign on the narrow end of the hotel as 
their primary sign. The Fairfield Inn is located in a C-2 district.  The proposed sign has large 3 
foot letters at the top and smaller letters underneath.  The total height is 6 feet.  The width is 15 
feet, for a total square footage of 90 square feet. The width of the sign is less than the maximum 
amount allowed. The Code calls for no more than 80% of the total width.  The total square 
footage of the sign measures approximately 90 square feet.  This is also less than the maximum 
in the Code, which is 100 square feet.  However, the height of the sign, measuring 6 feet, is over 
the 2.5 feet maximum height allowed in the code.  Board members discussed the fact that the 
sign will be some distance from the road and within a 40 miles per hour traffic zone.  

Allowances have been made for corporate signs in the past.  However, without a quorum of 
members to discuss the issue, the Board chose to table the discussion until the next meeting.  
Code Enforcement Officer Murray was asked to convey to the corporate representatives that the 
sign request had been tabled and would be discussed another month.  If a sign were proposed in a 
different shape which met the Code requirements it would be approved.   

Planned Parenthood Mural 
Chairperson Walch said Ms. Carol Pynchon had asked him what needed to be done for Planned 
Parenthood to put a mural on the wall of the building they use on Miner Street.   He said she 
should go to the Code Enforcement Officer and let the Planning Board know what was intended. 
The building is not in the Historic District but Mr. Walch said he wanted to be sure the mural 
wasn’t used like an advertising sign.  He also pointed out that when the Planning Board has the 
opportunity to meet with people about colors and so on, the end product has usually been 
improved.  Board members discussed the fact that there are no regulations or oversight for 
murals in the Code.  This might need to be addressed.  

The next meeting of the Village Planning Board was scheduled for February 12, 2019.  
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Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Ginger Thomas, Recording Secretary 

Chairperson Barry Walch
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