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Summer 2020 Newletter
Well, an awful lot has happened since the Fall Phantom. All was going well up until the world fell apart in mid March and
its only gotten worse since then. From the start Northern New Jersey Council was committed to doing everything possible
to provide an in-person summer camping program but the situation continued to evolve against that happening. When the
governors of New York and New Jersey finally announced there would be no overnight youth camps this summer the
Council began to develop a virtual Scout and Cub summer camp program that operated remarkably well. As for Floodwood we made the case to the Health Department that the nature of our program was such that with a few modifications
we could provide our trekking program without any Scouts having to stay overnight in camp. We submitted a plan that
would have conformed with similar programs the state is allowing canoe outfitter and individual groups to do on their own.
Unfortunately early in the fourth week of June the state rejected that plan along with all the other alternatives we had submitted and so there have been no Scouts paddling on Rollins or West Pine Pond this summer for the first time since 1964.
As you can imagine, as all the other camps were closing while we were still trying to come up with an acceptable plan to
operate, there was increased interest in Floodwood from Troops all over the Northeast. Had we been allowed to operate
we would have had well over 300 Scouts, Venturers and leaders paddling around the Adirondack canoe waters.
It is especially disappointing that we were not able to launch our new programs included a novel trekking concept we are
calling Trekking 101, designed to introduce younger Scouts to the Adirondacks with a couple of days of canoeing and hiking as well as a full range of in-camp activities. In addition we had a number of volunteer leaders who were planning to
take out treks of provisional Scouts from units that were unable to put together their own trek.
While this has been a frustrating and disappointing Spring and Summer at the same time we have had four very productive
work weekends. Much of our time has been spent refurbishing Rollins -- clearing the camping areas, reconfiguring the
shower house to meet current BSA standards, setting up the new generator to allow “push button” operation, staining the
buildings, etc. At West Pine we kept two of our Voyagers (Doug Del Turco and Jeff Ludwig) busy for a month doing a
beautiful job of staining the program building. In addition we have continued working on the old staff dining hall and the
staff bathroom in the upper shower house. The enthusiasm of the work crews has been heartening. Everyone is looking
forward to the summer of 2021 when we hope many of the new found units who were going to come to Floodwood will be
canoeing our waters.
We are continuing to develop plans for the multipurpose pavilion that will provide a meeting place for meals, activities and
campfires, making improvements in the activity field so we can add additional programs for Scouts who will be participating
in the Trekking 101 program and installing the recently purchased lean-to.
No Phantom would be complete without an appeal to your generosity. We won’t be able to accomplish all our plans without your help. While we have raised substantial funds for the pavilion we still have a long way to go and we will need funding for all the other projects as well. Please help up make 2021 the best summer ever at Floodwood.

Floodwood Mountain Scout Reservation Association, Inc.
Please send your tax-deductible donation, payable to FMSRA, Inc., to P. O. Box 71, Allendale, NJ 07401
2019 Fall Friends of Floodwood Fund Drive
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
Town: ______________________________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________
State: _________________________

Cell: ________________________
Zip Code ___________________

Or pay by credit card by providing the additional information below
(ensure the information above reflects your name as it appears on your credit card as well as your credit card billing address)
Credit Card (please mark one)

___ Visa

___ Master Card

Account Number: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
Exp Date: _______ / _______

3 Digit Security #: ___ ___ ___
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Summer 2020 Newsletter
A message from your summer Director
We all have our special memories, those thoughts about FMR that always bring a smile to our face. I was reminded of the
natural beauty of the area when a few weeks back, I stood one night with a small group of folks up for an Association work
weekend and we went down to the “turtle crossing” (you know where that is ,,,right?) and looked up at the Big Dipper. There
right below it, was the Comet NEOWISE. Plainly visible among a million stars with your naked eye BUT WHOW….you should
have seen it when looking through binoculars! A nice reminder of the wonder and beauty of the Adirondacks.
We have now reached out to all those treks who were planning to come up this summer, and many of them are planning to
come up in 2021. They will be the first to reap the benefits of the work being done this summer and there is a lot of it! Rollins
Pond will be “back in action” for a portion of Trekking 101 and there will be an actual Adirondack Adventure Area distinctly
carved out of the old camping site #1 which was returning to nature. These are just a couple of the projects that are going to
give our trekkers a fresh updated experience.
The “Guest Voyager” opportunity is having defined guidelines written so an experienced Voyager Alum could, if they wanted
to, lead a Trek while being compliant with DOH regulations. The camp will provide opportunity to recertify WFA if needed and
only a few online BSA courses are needed to round out the certifications required. Contact me
(floodwoodMTNdirector@gmail.com) if you are interested in leading a trek for a week.
We are also investigating the possibility of implementing something like the OA Wilderness Voyage, currently being offered at
Northern Tier. I believe keeping the FMR program fluid and vibrant goes a long way in keeping the memory of an FMR experience burning bright as Trekkers head home and reflect on coming back again!
I hope all of you and those in your family and scouting world remain safe and well!

55th Anniversary Celebration on Hold
As you can imagine with what’s been going on we have had to put off our scheduled 55 th anniversary get together. We continue to reevaluate the situation and will let you know when and if we will be able to reschedule.

2020 Work Weekends
In Pictures

Contact Information:
website:

Base Director
floodwoodmtndirector@gmil.com

Council Address
Northern New Jersey Council BSA
25 Ramapo Valley Road, Oakland NJ 07436
PHONE: 201-677-1000

Camp Address
Floodwood Mountain Scout Reservation
Post Office Box 251Lake Clear, New York 12945
PHONE: (518) 891-4460 (Summer only)

Informational Visits –Arrange informational
Visits
Dave Bock david.bock@gmail.com
201-445-1637
Steve Lung sjlung@rocketmail.com
201-787-0585

Camping Services– Reservations, booking and payment
Ann Murphy
201-677-1000 x 48
Fax: 201-677-1555
Ann.Murphy2@scouting.org

