MANY OF YOUR PATIENTS MAY BE
VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.

MARYLAND
HEALTH CARE
COALITION
Against Domestic Violence

Screen

Do you know what to do?

Document

Medical providers are often the first, and sometimes
the only, professionals to whom a victim of intimate
partner violence (IPV) turns for help. Health care
providers have a unique opportunity to assist
patients in improving their health — and safety.

KNOW YOUR RESOURCES!
National DV Hotline
1-800-799-SAFE (7233)

www.HealthandDV.org

Refer
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RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
SCREEN

Screening identifies victims and
provides education. Always:
• Ask direct questions of all patients —
don’t make assumptions

DOCUMENT

Documenting in the medical
chart preserves a record of abuse.
Document:
• Screening results

• Talk in private

• Indicators of abuse

• Be non-judgmental in words, manner
and tone

• Injuries, marks, symptoms
and conditions

• Use gender-neutral terms — such
as “partner”

• Patient’s account of the incident—
use direct quotes

Recommended General IPV
Screening Questions

“Are you afraid of or are you being
threatened by a current or
former partner?”
“Within the past year, have you
been hit, slapped, kicked, forced into
sexual activity, strangled/choked
or otherwise physically hurt by
a current or former partner?
Derived from AMA recommended
Screening Questionnaire

• Don’t document specifics of a safety plan,
such as location after discharge
• Don’t use judgmental terms — “states” and
“declines” are better than “alleges” and “refuses”
RESPOND – If Abuse is
Identified by Patient
Acknowledge and validate
the patient’s disclosure of abuse:

REFER

Referring for domestic violence
services can save lives.
Connect your patient with safety
planning and help:
• National DV Hotline 1-800-799-SAFE (7233)
www.thehotline.org (consider letting your
patient connect from your office)
• Provide information and educational
materials — the Coalition has helpful brochures.
Please visit our website or contact us:
www.HealthandDV.org

ADD YOUR LOCAL RESOURCE HERE
Visit www.HealthandDV.org or
The Maryland Network Against Domestic
Violence at www.mnadv.org for DV
Hotlines and service providers in Maryland

• “No one deserves to be hurt”
• “Help is available”
Assess immediate threat
or risk of harm:

• Determine if the abuser is present
• Ask if the patient is safe to
go home today
Ask if your patient would like to

Consult mandatory reporting
guidelines: intimate partner
violence is not a mandatory

report in Maryland; child abuse

and vulnerable adult abuse are.

make a police report

Arrange follow up care

www.HealthandDV.org

