


The Puget Sound         

Navy Museum collects, 

preserves, and interprets 

the naval heritage of the 

Pacific Northwest for the 

benefit of the U.S. Navy 

and general public. 

YOUR NAVY, YOUR STORIES:  

YESTERDAY - TODAY - TOMORROW 

PSNM HIGHLIGHTS  

7  Group visits serving 126 individuals 

14  
Public relations events attended,  
reaching 1,275 people 

43  
Events hosted for 1,400+ Navy and  
civilian personnel 

44  
Education programs implemented,  
serving 3,700+ participants 

68  Artifacts added to the collection 

99  Research inquiries answered 

894  
Volunteer hours served by 31 
individuals 

2,850  Artifacts fully catalogued 

23,155   Visitors welcomed 

*All in-person interactions occurred prior to 11 March 
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Dear Friends,  
 
The year 2020 was like no other - for the Puget Sound Navy Museum, for 
the country, and for the world. No one could have anticipated the arrival 
of a global pandemic that would affect all aspects of our home lives 
and work, or bring the challenges that arrived with COVID-19.  

Despite the year’s great trials, 2020 was another successful year for 
the Puget Sound Navy Museum (PSNM). In addressing the challenge 
of operating a museum while remaining closed to the public for 10 
months out of the year, we had to learn a new way of doing business. 
I applaud the resiliency and adaptability of the PSNM staff; it is truly a 
testament to the level of professionalism of the team as a whole.  

The Puget Sound Navy Museum is an institution where responsible 
stewardship, service to the public, and a culture of caring, scholarship, 
innovation, and transparency are how we measure our impact on the U.S. Navy, 
the community in which we serve, and the museum field to which we belong. Our 
stakeholders have taken note: in 2020, we welcomed 23,155 physical visitors to 
the Museum and hosted an additional 1.89 million online.  

Our goal at PSNM is to provide spaces and platforms to open dialogue and 
highlight human experiences that shape and inspire us as individuals, cultures, 
and communities. One such avenue to share these stories is through our 
interpretive program. While closed to the public, much of our interpretive focus 
shifted online via historical social media posts, walking tours, and lecture 
series.    

Our education program is a key tool for relaying Navy history, culture, technology, 
and innovations to our community and fostering the public’s engagement with 
technological and scientific concepts. The PSNM Education Department excels 
in creating exceptional, inspiring experiences for learners of all ages. Throughout 

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR  

Lindy Dosher 
Director, Puget Sound Navy Museum 

2020, education programs were revamped as all in-person outreach 
programs were cancelled beginning in March. The Museum successfully 

implemented new virtual program offerings to include Staying Afloat at 
home STEM activities, the development of the very successful 
Curbside STEM Kit pick-up program, and adapting and doubling Navy 
STEM Days in a virtual, distance-learning format. These programs 
continue drawing people to the Museum, even if virtually, to engage 
with the Navy’s history and heritage in the Pacific Northwest. The 
participation of approximately 50,000  students and families in these 

programs demonstrates the public's interest in and appreciation for the 
opportunities PSNM provides for learning.    

Our Collections Management Department is responsible for the care and 
preservation of the 3D artifacts, archival materials, and reference items 
utilized by PSNM to share Navy stories. The 38,000  artifacts that reside within 
the PSNM Collection provide endless opportunities to develop interpretive and 
education programs that showcase those stories.   

I look forward to 2021 knowing the Museum will continue to prosper with the 
strong support of the U.S. Navy, the public, the volunteer staff, and the Puget 
Sound Navy Museum Foundation. We are well positioned for the future, and  
with every new exhibit, program initiative, and outreach effort we are furthering 
our mission. Thank you for your partnership and investment in the Puget Sound 
Navy Museum. 
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Executing Our Mission… from Home 
 

The year 2020 brought with it many unique challenges, one of which  

being how to continue accomplishing our Mission while not having  

physical access to our primary workstations, supplies and  

equipment, artifacts, and reference materials. With the support of  

our parent Command, the Naval History & Heritage Command, we  

were able to implement telework plans rapidly; however, it was  

definitely an adjustment as our small staff of six are used to working  

closely with one another. Many months in, we continue to find ways  

to communicate more effectively, remain connected, and work  

collaboratively as a team from our homes. 

KATHRINE YOUNG 

Collections Manager 

MEGAN JABLONSKI 
Collections Manager 

DANELLE EATON 

Managing Director 

ALEX HOSTETTLER 

Volunteer & Visitor Services 

Coordinator 

MEGAN CHURCHWELL 

Curator 

CAROLYN LANE 
Education Specialist 



Remaining Connected Through 
the Digital World 
With the arrival of COVID-19 in the States and ensuing museum 

closure, the PSNM team quickly shifted from welcoming visitors  
in-person to sharing our mission virtually. Our primary goal 
remains to serve our Navy and civilian communities and current 
circumstances allow us to do so in new and expanded ways. In 
2020, we re-envisioned in-person programming for distribution 
digitally, launched a number of online initiatives via our social 
media platforms, and implemented virtual projects that had been in 
development for several years but not fully realized due to time and  
personnel constraints.    

In addition to developing and posting content across our social media 
platforms, PSNM collaborated with sister Navy museums to 
participate in digital outreach efforts such as the Naval War College 
Museum’s online war game and #NavyMuseumBakeOff challenges. 
PSNM also partnered with local installations to provide distance 
learning workshops to schools and activities to families.   

While these new digital initiatives and partnerships look effortless, 
PSNM staff worked tirelessly, spending untold hours in research, 
preparation, meetings, and equipment troubleshooting to make 
them possible.   

As we enter 2021, PSNM remains closed – for now – to the public. 
However, we are dedicated to keeping our digital doors open, 
engaging with our audiences to tell the Navy’s stories. We will 
continue to think creatively; adapting our programs to the needs of 
those we are committed to serve.  
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Traditionally a drop-in family program 

held at the Museum, Full STEAM 
Ahead has long been one of PSNM’s 
most popular events for children and 
families. PSNM’s closure challenged 
us to develop new partners, new 
audiences, and an entirely new format 
for this program!   

Summertime conversations between 
PSNM, USNUM, PSNS & IMF, NUWC 

Division – Keyport, and NBK MWR began in earnest when we realized we all 
faced the same challenges. It made sense to join forces to serve as many 
people with as little contact as possible. Thus, the Curbside STEAM Kit Pickup 
program was born.  

Monthly drive thrus on base at NBK – Bangor, a West Bremerton park, PSNS & 
IMF, and NUWC – Keyport feature a variety of new activity kits suitable for Pre-
K through High School learners. These pickups are a popular and  
much appreciated offering to our local community and Navy families! 

Getting in the Drive Thru Business 



Spring 2020 saw classrooms around the country slam on the brakes and quickly shift gears from in-

person to digital distance learning. At the same time, PSNM closed to the public ahead of what is our 
busiest time of the school year for fieldtrips, classroom workshops, and STEM Days program offerings.  

Within hours of our closure, PSNM staff developed a plan and began to publish Do-It-Yourself STEM 
activities that children and families could complete at home with simple, common household supplies. 
Through this program, which became our Staying Afloat series, PSNM published a new STEM activity – 76 
in total – every school day from March 12, 2020 through the end of the 2019/2020 school year! Almost 7,000 
people engaged with these digital activities on Facebook. All of the activities are now available on the 
Museum’s website. 

As spring turned into summer, it became clear that our Set S.A.I.L. Friday program would also need to 
transition to a digital platform. Every week from the Fourth of July through Labor Day, a video introduction 
and 3-5 activities were shared on Facebook engaging more than 700 people.  

While this was happening, Museum staff were working behind the scenes with the PSNM Foundation to 
plan, equip, and install a digital studio with camera, audio, and lighting equipment. This allowed Museum 
staff to produce high quality video productions and educational broadcasts  
and re-imagine in-house programs such as Navy STEM Days.  

All told, in 2020 the Puget Sound Navy Museum published 118 digital/virtual 
programs – all totally free – engaging more than 46,250 people! 

Changing Gears:  
Getting into the Digital Programming Groove 
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Re-Imagining Navy STEM Days for the Virtual Classroom 
2020 was a transition year for Navy STEM Days. This popular program traditionally runs as a full-day  

field trip to PSNM during which students in 4th or 5th grades participate in a museum tour and three  
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) workshops led by staff from STEM Days partner  
organizations: PSNM, US Naval Undersea Museum, Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, and Naval Undersea  
Warfare Center Division – Keyport. Each year, we offer sixteen Navy STEM Days sessions, welcoming  
four classrooms each.  

After schools transitioned to distance learning in March, we were forced to cancel the remaining  
seven Navy STEM Days sessions of the 2019/2020 school year. Staff were just as disappointed by this  
loss as teachers and students. As soon as we learned that 2020/2021 would begin within the distance  
learning model and that field trips would not be an option even if students returned to in-person  
learning, partner staff began imagining how STEM Days might move forward within a virtual classroom. 

Most of the workshops offered during the original STEM Days program were unsuitable for a virtual  
classroom; thus, we got to work writing or dramatically revising all eight workshops we offer. New  
standards-aligned curricula was written and preparations to mass produce activity kits containing all 
of the supplies needed for each workshop got underway. Every single student and teacher planning to  
participate in Navy STEM Days would need a supply kit for each workshop.    

PSNM developed wholly new workshops based on ocean mapping  
for 4th graders and the principles of water pressure for 5th graders.  
Materials were quickly sourced and procured with the support of  
the Puget Sound Navy Museum Foundation, and volunteers stepped  
up to help assemble hundreds of kits. In October, the first Virtual  
Navy STEM Days was broadcast to students around Kitsap County!  
After successful pilots of both the 4th and 5th grade programs,  
minor adjustments were made, and the calendar was filled with an  
additional 8 sessions offered, accommodating 40 more classrooms. 
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New Partnerships Possible with Technology  

The past year has challenged PSNM staff to develop new partners, appeal to new audiences, 

and participate in unique programs. Much of our 2020 success would not be possible without 
the technology available to do these things. Whether it was working with the Washington State 
Historical Society to provide virtual historic presentations, local school districts to host virtual 
workshops, or utilizing Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to share a digital story about maritime 
history, the technological advances of our age remained a constant tool for us to continue 
sharing our Mission. 

With so many of us turning to baking in 2020, Naval History and Heritage 

Command (NHHC) Museums joined forces to participate in a bake  
off challenge utilizing recipes from the 1945 U.S. Navy Cookbook. First, U.S. 
Naval Undersea Museum staff challenged PSNM staff to try out a baked  
banana recipe. Then, PSNM staff challenged the U.S. Navy Seabee Museum  
to try an apple dumpling recipe. This collaborative project enabled NHHC 
Museums to highlight historic U.S. Navy recipes in a creative and engaging way.  

#NavyMuseumBakeOff Challenge 
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Staff at the Naval War College Museum (NWCM) invited 

PSNM staff to try out the online war game, Memoir ’44,  
with the ultimate goal of live streaming a simulation of the 
Battle of Okinawa on NWCM’s Facebook page. After an 
unpromising trial run (NWCM staff utterly destroyed PSNM 
staff during the first play-through), the official rematch was 
scheduled for 10 April 2020. During the official Live-Stream, 
NWCM Curator Rob Doane narrated throughout, comparing 
what was happening in the game to what happened in the 
actual battle. After a lengthy fight, PSNM staff (playing as the 
Japanese throughout the battle) defeated NWCM staff. With 
more than 2,000 views and 160 comments, the event was a 
success, showing how Navy Museums can use new 
technologies to connect with one another.  

Memoir ‘44 War Game 

On 11 November 2020, PSNM Curator Megan Churchwell spoke at a Veterans Day virtual event 

hosted by the Washington State Historical Society. She was joined by NHHC Historian Dr. Regina 
Akers. Dr. Akers shared the story of Dorie Miller, an African American Sailor famous for his 
actions during Pearl Harbor aboard USS West Virginia. Dorie Miller briefly stopped at the Puget 
Sound Navy Yard between the attack on Pearl Harbor and transferring to his next ship. His stop 
in Bremerton provided the opportunity for PSNM Curator Megan Churchwell to provide local 
context for a discussion of Sailors’ experiences in Puget Sound during World War II. The video, 
presented live on Facebook by both the WSHS and NHHC, received approximately 300 live views 
and 29,000 views to date. 

Veterans Day Program 
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To maintain connections with our 

local visitors as well as reach out 
to a wider virtual audience, PSNM 
staff significantly increased social 
media activities in 2020. We wrote 
and published more than 1,400 
social media posts, averaging 3.8 
posts per day that earned more 
than 1.2 million views on Facebook 
and 423,000 on Twitter.   

In total, PSNM ended the year 
with more than 6,370 followers on 
Facebook – a 28% increase from 
the previous year – and 1,263 
followers on Twitter – a 17% 
increase from the previous year. 
In our first full year on Instagram, 
PSNM grew its presence from 249 
followers to 827 followers – an 
impressive 232% increase from 
the previous year.  

As we head into 2021, we will 
continue engaging with our  
virtual audiences to tell the 
Navy’s stories.  

Social Media Engagement 

Twitter Facebook Instagram 
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CY2020 Social Media Follower Growth  

 Existing Followers  New Followers 

PSNM ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

1,400+ 
Posts published across Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram 

 

46,000+ 
People actively engaged through  
118 Virtual Education Programs 

 

158,000+ 
People reached through 129 Digital 
Programs 

 

1.64 million 
Views on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram 

 



Seattle’s Virtual Fleet Week was held on 27-31 July. The shift to a virtual format enabled PSNM to 

highlight a greater range of Museum content than is usually possible via in-person events. Through 
collaboration with Navy Outreach and NHHC Public Affairs departments, PSNM was able to reach a wider 
Navy audience as well. For this year’s virtual fleet week event, PSNM provided daily content including 
STEM activities, a video exploring the Museum’s exhibit Patrol Boats on Puget Sound, and a live 
discussion of PSNS & IMF Shipyard history hosted by PSNM Curator Megan Churchwell on the Navy 
Outreach Facebook page. 

Seattle Fleet Week 

Popular on Facebook 
PSNM had a very successful year on Facebook, with several of our posts receiving more than 20,000 views. Our top-performing post of the year featured the locally-built 

hydrofoil patrol boat USS Plainview (AGEH 1). Her story is featured in our exhibit Patrol Boats on Puget Sound.  

Also popular on Facebook was our post featuring an iconic image of women working at the Puget Sound Navy Yard in 1919, just after the end of World War I. It received more 
than 19,000 views on Facebook this year. PSNM is fortunate to have an extensive collection of historical photographs in our artifact collection for highlighting on social media.  

Anchored in History 
To help PSNM’s audience remain connected with naval history, PSNM staff launched a new virtual program in summer 2020. 

Anchored in History explores the naval history of local sites, in the form of video tours posted to the PSNM Facebook page. 
These videos encourage local viewers to visit sites of naval history in a socially distanced manner. The inaugural season of 
Anchored in History videos included visits to the following 6 sites: Bremerton’s Evergreen Park Neighborhood; Manchester State 
Park; Seattle’s Magnuson Park (formerly the Sand Point Naval Air Station); USS West Virginia (BB 48) guns at Illahee State Park; 
Bremerton Waterfront; and Ivy Green Cemetery. Collectively, they received approximately 4,000 views. PSNM plans to continue 
this popular program in spring and summer 2021. 
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The PSNM Lone Sailor Series 

Wait, is this a trick? Only one way to find out - time to run full speed through 
the door! Okay, just kidding, this isn't an episode of Looney Tunes! This is part 
of the museum's aircraft carrier exhibit, and shows what sailors aboard an 
aircraft carrier see every day as they're traveling throughout the ship. I don't 
know about you, but I think I would trip a few (thousand) 
times!  #BeLikeTheLoneSailor #StayHomeStaySafe 

 

To help PSNM’s virtual audience 

remain connected to the physical 
Museum, PSNM staff teamed up to 
produce the Lone Sailor series of 
social media posts, resulting in one 
of the most popular social media 
series during the shutdown. These  
  posts centered on a deaccessioned  
    statue of the Lone Sailor, following  
       him as he toured the Museum.  
        The posts combined a comedic,  
      light tone, with curatorial  
     information, always with an 
underlying emphasis on staying safe 
and remaining socially distant 
throughout the ongoing pandemic. 
Our most successful posts 
referenced pop culture topics such 
as “Lost in Space” and the “Looney 
Tunes.” With 14,264 engagements  
  and an overall reach of 141,676,  
    the Lone Sailor series proves  
       that good things happen  
         when we work together! 
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Speakers Bureau 
In 2020, Curator Megan Churchwell 

continued the Museum’s popular 
Speakers Bureau program by 
providing 12 presentations  
throughout the year. Due to  
COVID-19, all events starting in  
March 2020 were held virtually.  
The speaker’s bureau program 
continues to provide an avenue  
for connecting to diverse audiences. 
2020 was no exception, as the shift to virtual programming enabled 
additional opportunities for connecting with geographically distant 
audiences. Several presentations were also offered in a video 
format through the Museum’s Facebook and Youtube pages.  

PSNM Curator Megan Churchwell was invited to speak at the Pacific 
Northwest History Conference hosted online by the Washington 
State Historical Society. She joined a panel of historians 
representing the history of Boeing and of the U.S. Army, on a panel 
titled Regional Resistance to National Isolationism: Unintended 
Preparations for an Unanticipated War. Her portion, titled Interwar  
at the Puget Sound Navy Yard, explored the unique history of the 
Shipyard during the Great Depression. During the 1930s, the Navy 
Yard’s facilities expanded, with federal money funding projects such 
as the largest machine shop west of the Mississippi River and the 
large green Hammerhead Crane that remains a defining feature of 
the waterfront view to this day. 

She was also invited to speak at the 2020 Western Historians 
Association Conference. She joined a panel of historians 

 

representing military sites throughout the western United States for 
a panel titled Military and Urban Relations in the American West. 
Her portion, titled The Historical Relationship Between the City of 
Bremerton and the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, explored the 
sometimes contentious relationship between the Shipyard and the 
city that was founded to support it.  

Programs presented in 2020 included: 

Military Genealogy Workshop  
(Audience: Kitsap Regional Library genealogy group) 

PSNS & IMF: A Heritage of Excellence  
(Audience: new hires from the Shipyard’s nuclear engineering department) 

Interwar at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard  
(Video posted to PSNM Facebook page) 

Using Genealogical Research to Inform Museum Exhibits  
(National Council for Public History Conference via Twitter) 

Bremerton and the Puget Sound Navy Yard During World War II  
(Video posted to PSNM Facebook page) 

Military Genealogy Webinar  
(Video posted to PSNM Facebook page) 

When Baseball Went to War  
(Audience: Puget Sound Maritime Historical Society) 

Heritage of Navy Chiefs  
(Audience: Bremerton Lions Club) 

Bremerton and the Puget Sound Navy Yard During World War II  
(Audience: Bremerton Lions Club) 
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The continued care and preservation of the Museum’s Collection is an essential task for PSNM staff, and we 

maintain detailed plans, policies, and procedures (PPP’s) in regards to collections management. We adapted those 
PPP’s to address concerns regarding COVID-19 and provide for the safety of staff, volunteers, and future visitors. 
The National Center for Preservation Technology and Training, Canadian Conservation Institute, and the Northeast 
Document Conservation Center guided our PPP modifications.      

We created new Standard Operating Procedures (SOP’s) for cleaning exhibit props and artifact vitrines on display, 
cleaning the Collections Storage Area (CSA), and for handling artifacts. In addition, we revised the procedure for 
receiving potential donations.  

Before donations are received physically at the Museum, certain actions must take place. First, the donor must communicate with the PSNM Curator 
regarding items for potential donation. Once determined that the items are within the acceptable conditions for donation, the Curator will inform the 
donor and initiate the donation process. The Curator will complete a Temporary Custody Receipt for the 
donor and have a printed copy for the donor to sign when they bring the donation to the Museum. Once 
accepted into the building, all potential donations are placed in plastic bins for two weeks so that any 
potential virus can deactivate naturally.   

In regards to artifacts already in the permanent collection, if Museum staff suspect that any artifacts on 
display are exposed to COVID-19 the artifacts will be quarantined. The exposed artifacts will not be moved 
from their location. The exhibit gallery where the artifacts are located will be closed off to all staff, 
volunteers, and visitors for a minimum of nine days to two weeks. If Museum staff suspect that an infected 
person contaminated the CSA, it will immediately be closed to all persons for two weeks to allow for 
disinfection.  

Adapting collection PPP’s enables us to continue caring for the PSNM Collection while ensuring the safety  
of our staff, volunteers, and visitors.   

Adapting Collections Plans, Policies, and Procedures During,  
and After, a Global Pandemic 
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The Puget Sound Navy Museum has continued collecting the naval 

heritage of the Pacific Northwest throughout the pandemic. PSNM’s 
permanent artifact collection was enhanced with the addition of 9 
accession lots, totaling 68 artifacts.  

One artifact was an original WWII poster used for 
recruiting employees at the Puget Sound Navy 
Yard (now PSNS & IMF). This poster encouraged 
both men and women to apply so that they could 
help “keep the ships fighting!”.  With the appeal of 
“no experience necessary” women who worked in 
the home, and male veterans from WWI were able 
to acquire employment at the Shipyard and do 
their part to aid the war effort.  

PSNM also received a collection of US Navy 
cookbooks, recipes, and other related archival 
items that were used by sailor Dewey Royce 
Heaton in WWII. Heaton joined the Navy the day 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor; with his 
experience as a butcher’s helper, he was 
able to join as a Cook 3rd class. He 
included detailed notes on all the recipes 
he used to feed his fellow sailors. Not 
only did Sailors get full meals, but 
desserts, treats like cake probably went  
a long way in boosting sailor morale 
during the war. Heaton was honorably 

2020 Acquisitions discharged in 1946 holding the rank of Cook  
1st class.  

At PSNM, we endeavor to share the personal 
stories of those who served and receiving 
collections that comprise handwritten notes 
and other personal papers allows us to do so 
through our exhibits, public programs, and 
social media.      

Installing Compact Shelving 

PSNM installed a final section of compact shelving in the PSNM collections 

storage area in November. The newest shelving, made with high-density non-
off-gassing MDF, will hold some of the heaviest items in the PSNM Collection, 
including items over 1,000 pounds. 
Although the installation for this 
newest bank of shelving took only 
two days, the preparation for the 
shelving took months, from the 
careful planning of the shelving 
specifications, to the cleaning and 
painting of the space immediately 
prior to install. With the new 
shelving in place, PSNM Collections 
Managers are one-step closer to 
having even the largest artifacts 
safely and properly stored.   
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Work Continues at PSNM 
Safely reopening to the public remains a priority 

for PSNM staff. Initially, as health care facilities 
were short on personal protective equipment 
(PPE), PSNM staff transferred our entire unopened 
stock of N95 masks and nitrile gloves – which we 
use when working with artifacts – to the 
Bremerton Naval Hospital in support of their 
patient treatment efforts. Thus, as we prepare to 
reopen, we have had to source and rebuild our 
stock of PPE as well as cleaning and sanitization 
supplies and equipment. We are developing new 
policies and procedures, posting appropriate social 
distancing and hygiene messaging, installing 
acrylic barriers, and placing hand-sanitizing 
stations throughout the building to ensure the  

      safety of staff, volunteers, and visitors.  

In November, Dorney Security upgraded PSNM’s surveillance system to include 
30 additional cameras for expanded coverage. This upgrade also included the 
replacement of Hikvision equipment, which brings the Museum in line with 
NDAA compliance. Dorney Security worked diligently while also complying with 
COVID-19 safety measures to ensure that everyone remains safe while at the 
Museum.  

PSNM Operations 
2020 was a challenging year for PSNM; both visitation and events were limited due to COVID-19. Although the Museum has been closed to the public 

since March, PSNM staff and the Bremerton Facilities Department have diligently addressed all maintenance and operational concerns. PSNM is 
well stocked with PPE and our policies have been revised to ensure the well-being of our visitors, staff, and volunteers. Staff have also used the 
downtime to expand our surveillance system, add extra shelving in Collections, install Plexiglas shields at the front desk and gift shop, plus much 
more! We are ready to open our doors when able, and we look forward to what 2021 has to offer!        

Navy Support 
The Navy’s primary asset is its 

personnel, the men and women 
who operate ships at sea and 
stations ashore. PSNM 
supports sailors, ships, and 
area Commands to improve 
Navy quality of service and to 
make assignment to the Puget 
Sound area pleasant, fulfilling, 
and educational. 

In 2020, PSNM supported the 
Fleet and contributed to the 
Navy’s goals and objectives by 

enhancing quality of service, promoting current and future readiness, and 
sustaining manpower. Commands served include: USS Nimitz (CVN 68), USS 
Carl Vinson (CVN 70), USS Jimmy Carter (SSN 23), USS Jacksonville (SSN 699), 
USS Pittsburg (SSN 720), USS Louisiana (SSBN 743), USS Ohio (SSGN 726), 
USS Michigan (SSGN 727), PSNS & IMF, NAVFAC, and Naval Base Kitsap.  
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Volunteer Support 
PSNM’s volunteer corps is an integral asset to the Museum and Navy. Their continued demonstration of enthusiasm, dedication, and dependability is 

appreciated, and we thank them for their patience during the past year as PSNM remained closed to the public. We cannot wait to welcome them 
back once more when it is safe to do so. Their presence and participation are critical to the successful accomplishment of the Museum’s Mission.  

2020 Governor’s Volunteer 
Service Award 
Congratulations to Mrs. Myra Clodius for winning the 

2020 Governor’s Volunteer Service Award! Mrs. Clodius 
has volunteered at PSNM for 13 years, where she 
regularly assists the gift shop with administrative duties 
including operating the cash register. She is quick to 
offer a smile and friendly conversation. Her dedication to 
the shop is critical in raising funding to support PSNM.  

Volunteering at PSNM is just one part of Ms. Clodius’ 
active schedule. She has volunteered at the National Active and Retired 
Federal Employees Association, Kitsap Computing Seniors, AARP’s Internal 
Revenue Program, and the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill. Through her 
untiring efforts, Ms. Clodius has had a profound impact on our community and 
has improved the lives of many individuals in need of assistance.  

Thank you Myra for leading a life of unequaled service and dedication to PSNM 
and the community of Bremerton! 

Kitting Volunteers 
A huge “Thank You” to PSNM volunteers Bruce Swenson and Dutch Kaiser, as 

well as their wives, Evangeline Swenson and Katie Kaiser, for volunteering to 
assemble education kits for PSNM’s STEM programs! In October through 
December, they assembled approximately 750 kits for ocean mapping and 
water pressure Navy STEM Days classes; and curbside Acey Deucey, sailor 
tattoos, and knotwork ornament kits. Both Bruce and Dutch eagerly 
volunteered to help with kit assembly and their effort has gone a long way in 
fostering our relation with the local community during these difficult times. 
Thank you Swensons and Kaisers! 
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Esther Bieda  

George Bieda  

Steve Boerner  

Carol Campbell  

Myra Clodius  

Dennis Coburn  

Bud Cole  

Isis Deshields  

Gerald Egan  

Mike Fish  

Curt Fugere  

Elizabeth Henrich 

Kent Hillesland  

George Holden  

Mike Jordan  

Gary Kaiser 

Katie Kaiser  

Les Lewis  

Bill Lounsbery  

Walter Meeker  

Gene Melson  

Karen Osborn  

Phil Paugh  

Dave Riley  

Phil Royer  

Dave Salvesen  

Jim Stark  

Bruce Swenson  

Evangeline Swenson 

Dick Vlist  

Roslyn Wages  

Terry Warring  

Don Wiggins   

Gordon Wilmarth 

2020 PSNM Volunteers 
George Bieda  
    President 

Gerald Egan 
    Secretary 

George Holden 
    Treasurer 

Carol Sue Barker 

Bud Cole 

Mike Gray 

Tim Lavin 

Patty Lent 

Bill Lounsbery 

Jim Stark 

Dick Vlist 

Roslyn Wages 

2020 PSNM Foundation Board 

2020 PSNM Foundation     
Financial Support 

 

The Puget Sound Navy Museum Foundation works to obtain 
financial support for the development of PSNM education and 
interpretive programs. In 2020, the Foundation pledged more than 
$50,000 in support of PSNM programs.  



To say the year 2020 

was surreal is an 
understatement. As 
2021 begins, we remain unsure when we will be able to open 
the Museum’s doors to the public once again. However, as 
long as our literal doors are closed, we will continue to 
keep our digital doors open, carrying out our mission and 
increasing the Museum’s accessibility in any way we are 
able. I have the privilege of working with a highly 
professional, creative, and resilient team who accomplished 
much in 2020 and are already diligently working to achieve 
the goals they set for 2021.   

Exhibits and collections management improvements will occupy 
much of our Curatorial and Collections Management staff members’ 
time. Look for changes to our carrier exhibit exploring what it is like 
to live and work on a Nimitz-class aircraft carrier. In 2021, we will 
update the carrier focus, moving from USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) 
to USS Nimitz (CVN 68) in order to highlight a carrier homeported in 
Bremerton. We will also update the photographs in the Steen 
Gallery, installing a new Shop/Code exhibit, and upgrading the 
digital photo frames in the lobby.  

In addition to managing a collection of more than 38,000 artifacts, 
tackling artifact backlog and addressing humidity controls are a 
priority for the PSNM Collections Managers. We will continue 
cataloging artifacts as we are able and will work with the City of 
Bremerton to complete the upgrade of the Museum’s HVAC system 
by installing humidity controls throughout the building.   

PSNM’s education 
programs, special 
events, and outreach 

will remain a draw to visitors of all ages. For now, we will 
continue offering and implementing distance-learning and 
other virtual programs but look forward to welcoming tour 
and fieldtrip groups in-person in the future.   

Serving our local Navy and civilian communities continues 
to be a priority at PSNM. We look forward to being able to 

participate physically in outreach events again. In the 
meantime, we will continue to develop and offer digital 

programs that share our region’s naval history and tells the  
Navy’s stories.     

As difficult as 2020 was I look forward to 2021 with a renewed hope 
and focus, knowing that despite our current hardships, the Puget 
Sound Navy Museum will continue to grow and prosper with the 
support of the public, volunteer staff, our private non-profit 
foundation, and the U.S. Navy.  

We look forward to the day we can welcome you back.       

 

 

 

Danelle Eaton 
Managing Director, Puget Sound Navy Museum 

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2021 
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Ode From the Lone Sailor 
What a year; it’s finally done 
Next up: Twenty-twenty-one 

The year’s been tough, for even me 
And “Lone” is what I’m meant to be 

We Socially distanced, we stayed indoors 
Toilet paper sold out in all the stores 

Solemn still this year has been 
When many couldn’t see their friends 

But this whole year, we all made do 
We read, we baked, we even ZOOMed! 

I’ve had some laughs, and learned a lot 
From Navy ships to STEM robots 

But now at last, my watch is through 
It’s been a blast to hang with you! 

I’ll be back some day, if you please 
Until then, fair winds and following seas! 


