
SERMON SERIES 

DISCUSSION GUIDE

WEEK 2

ICEBREAKER:  
You have your own late night talk show, who do you invite as your first guest?

BIG IDEA:
Today’s big idea: Transformed into the gospel: Because of Jesus, we go first with love and forgiveness that 
defies category! As you begin this week’s study, start with prayer, inviting God to work in your hearts and 
minds during this time.

DAILY BIBLE READING (Optional): 
Our daily Bible readings prepare us for the message (www.findcommunity.com/biblereading).
> Psalm 115:1-11; Genesis 50:15-21; Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 3:11-17; Philemon 8-16
> Was there a specific reading that was particularly helpful, challenging, or encouraging?

SCRIPTURE: Philemon 8-16; Colossians 3:11-17

BIBLE DISCUSSION:
1. Have someone read Philemon v.8-16. What observations do you have about this passage? Is there 

something that is really challenging for you? Is there anything you have questions about? Is this a 
passage that inspires you or are you disinterested?

2. In v.8-9 what type of attitude was Paul projecting toward Philemon?
3. How does Paul describe his relationship with Onesimus in v.9-10? Do you think Paul describing this 

relationship a particular way appeals to Philemon positively or not? Why?
4. Paul was asking Philemon to grasp a whole new level of faith and love. Was there a time that someone 

or something inspired you to take a large step of growth in faith and love? What exactly inspired you to 
change? What was Jesus’ role in that process?

5. Read v.12-14. What was Paul’s motivation for sending Onesimus back to Philemon when Paul could 
have used him as a helper?

LIFE APPLICATION:
1. Church tradition holds that Onesimus rose from slavery to become a bishop of Ephesus. If this is the

same Onesimus, then we can reason that Philemon responded by forgiving Onesimus and granting him 
his freedom. In what ways has forgiveness shaped you and helped you experience freedom?

CHALLENGE:
As followers of Jesus, part of our transformation is becoming the gospel in our world. Remember, it’s 
because of Jesus we go first with love and forgiveness that defies category. How can you bring forgiveness 
that leads to real freedom to your world this week? Is there a family member, co-worker, friend, acquaintance 
that needs you to be transformed into the gospel and go first with love and forgiveness?

http://www.findcommunity.com/biblereading



